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OX PREFACE. XK. 


It is with deep thankfulness to God that we have been enabled to bring this 


fifth volume to its close. 


Uninfluenced by the “praise of man” on the one hand, or the “fear of man” 
on the other, we have been kept on our way; and in the midst of many labours 


have had grace sufficient for the day. 


We commend this volume to our readers in the full consciousness of many 
infirmities and failures;. asking God to graciously accept our services, and to over- 
rule all to His own glory. 

May our readers have grace to unlearn as well as to learn; and ask themselves 
With respect to all they know, whether it was learnt from God or from man. 

If the latter is the case, then we urge upon all the happy duty of re-examination 
and re-consideration; and if it be God’s Truth, to learn it over again from God; and 


if it be of man, to reject it. 


lf Things to Come is any help in the performance of this duty, to God be all 


the glory. 
THE EDITOR. 
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WORKING IN AND WORKING OUT. 


u W ORK out your own salvation with fear andtrembling, 
for it is God which wc;keth in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure ” (Phil. ii. 12, 13). 

By separating these two verses. this passage has been 
perverted from the cause of truth and pressed into the cause 
of error, And yet looked at as we have written the words 
above, few passages are more interesting or instructive. 

Arminians—Romanist and Pro «cant (for both are alike 
in this) quote these words to bolster up human power and 
human merit, #e., we are to do all we can and trust Christ 
will do the rest! But that is nothing less than salvation 
by works in the face of the Scripture, which declares 
that salvation is ‘‘not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

But observe first of all that the persons addressed were 
“saints,” and are “in Christ” (i. 1): they were believers in 
Christ, and sufferers for Christ (i. 28), and members of the 
Body of Christ. The special failure in this Epistle was a 
departure, practically, from the great truth set forth in 
Ephesians. The Philippian saints failed to walk together 
as became the members of the same body. They did not 
fail in this doctrinally, as the Colossian saints did (“not 
holding the head,” ii. 12); but, holding the head, they did 
not give a practical exemplification of it in their daily life. 
This is the whole scope of the Epistle, and to prove it we 
should have to transcribe it all. Christ being the head of 
the body, our walk as members is to be characterised by 
manifesting “one spirit” and “one mind” (i. 27, iv. 1), 
in other words “the mind-of Christ” (ii. 5). 

Having set forth the theme, the Epistle is occupied with 
four great examples, illustrating it and enforcing it. This 
will be seen by looking at the structure of the Epistle :— 


A|i.3,2.  Epistolary. 
B | i. 3-26. Paul’s concern for the Philippian Saints. 


C |i. 27-11. 18. Example of Christ. 
D | ii. 19-24. Examole of Timothy. 
D | ii. 25-30. Exan.ple of Epaphroditus. 


C | ili. r-iv. 9. Example of Paul. 
B | iv. 10-20. ‘The Philippians’ care of Paul. 
A | iv. 21-23. Epistolary. 

Our verses come in the member marked “C,” the 
example enforcing “the mind of Christ” (ii. 5). To the 
exhibition of this ‘‘mind” they are urged, ‘‘ Where- 
fore, my beloved with fear and trembling work 
out your own salvation.” It is yours, your very own; for 
Christ hath wrought it for you, and given it to you. 
He who hath begun this good work in you (i. 6), and He 


It is. |` God's. 


will complete it. Now, do you exhibit it. The word 
“ work out ” in the Greek has reference to spade-husbandry 
in agriculture, and implies exactly what that means. God 
has prepared the ground; He has worked in the precious 
seed; now we are by hand-industry, so to speak, to 
cultivate it. The example is that of Christ. He worked 
it out—by humbling Himself. Timothy worked it out: he 
sought not his own as others did (ii. 20, 21). Epaphroditus 
worked it out in his care for you, full of heaviness, not 
because he had been sick, but because “ye had heard 
that he had been sick” (ii. 26). He, too, made himself of 
no reputation (ii. 29, 30). “ And I,” Paul says (ii. 17) “if 
I am only poured out like wine on your offering, I joy and 
rejoice with you all.” Now, do you then, in like manner, 
work out that blessed salvation which is already yours, as the 
gift of God (Eph. ii. 8), so that, as the next words go on 
to say, ye may ‘‘do all things without murmurings and 
disputings.” Timothy did not murmur : Epaphroditus did 
not dispute. Christ looked on the things of others (ii. 4). 
Now, do ye likewise. 

The “fear and trembling ” are emphasized by the words 
being put out of their ordinary place, and made to begin 
the sentence. It is not an expression of doubt or un- 
certainty, but of humility and dependence. It is based on 
the knowledge of salvation. In Ephesians vi. 5 servants 
are exhorted to obey “ with fear and trembling,” as saints of 
God, “strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might” 
(verse 10). It was no fear lest they should lose or not 
obtain salvation, but it was reminding them that they 
were helpless and could not help themselves; that they 
were weak, and must not Jean on an arm of flesh ; that they 
were exposed, and in themselves were defenceless. ‘There- 
fore, even this effort to exhibit “the mind of Christ ” must 
be in the spirit of dependence. 

No attainments, can make us independent. 
take the place of grace. 

Here, then, comes in the sweet encouragement and 
blessed assurance, the strong ground and foundation of all, 
“ For God it is who energiseth within you, both to will and 
to work of His good pleasure.” 

Do let us notice, and not miss the important fact, that 
when the Holy Spirit would nerve us for conflict, and 
encourage us in service, He takes us back to the very 
foundation of the Gospel for an argument and a reason. 
He would place us on the solid ground of privilege. He 
would set before us for our strength and our consolation the 
glorious fact that “ God it is who energiseth within you.” 
And His work is two-fold, “to will” and “to work,” This 
is not mere abstract theology, it isan absolute fact, which is 
true of the humblest and weakest members of Christ’s- 
Body. The “good pleasure” is God’s. The power is 
How wonderful ! 

It is almost too good to be true! We are ready to admit 


No gifts can 
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the truth as to conversion, but how few admit or realise the 
necessity of it every hour. How few who use this prayer 
realise its meaning :—“ O God, from whom all holy desires, 
all good counsels, and all just works do proceed " ! 

It is first the ws// and then the deed. This is just where 
the difference comes in between God’s work and man’s. 
Man looks for the deeds; he cannot touch the will or the 


heart, and hence, all his efforts are, and must be, for out- ` 


ward reforms. He can make promises, and pray, and read, 
and abstain, and work because of vows which he has made, 
and yet all the time the “will” may be untouched. 

“Man judgeth according to the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart.” Hence; what will be true of 
Israel in a later day is true of the Lord’s people now, “I 
will put My laws in their hearts, and in their minds will I 
write them.” 

When the Lord gives a new heart, and works into us 
“holy desires,” then we learn something of the resources 
from which He can and will supply all our need. 

All this is not merely out of compassion for our need, but 
“of His good pleasure.” All other willing and doing is 
‘self-will”” and ‘deadly doing.” 

Surely nothing can more cheer and comfort our hearts 
than the blessed truth of these two verses. 

How often -do we say, “I wish I could serve the Lord 
better ; I should be so pleased if I could do this or that.” 
Oh! listen to this Word, and cease all such self-occupation, 
which only gratifies the old man. Listen to this assurance: 
“God it is who energiseth within you... of His good 
pleasure.” And if this be “of His good pleasure,” then 
we may be certain He will do it, for ‘‘ Whatsoever the Lord 
pleased, that doeth He in heaven above, and in the earth be- 
neath, and in the sea, and in all deep places ” (Psa. cxxxv. 6). 
If it be His good pleasure, then, in His own way, by His 
own methods and providences and untoward providences, 
His rulings and His over-rulings, He will without fail do 
His good pleasure. 

Surely this truth ought to inspire us with large expecta- 
tions, so that we may draw near Him and say, “ As for me, 
I will call upon God, and the Lord shall save me. Evening, 
morning, and at noon, will I pray and cry aloud, and He 
shall hear my voice.” : 

Let us never forget that it is as saved, and on the ground 
of privilege and not of duty that we are thus exhorted ; so 
that we ought to go on our way rejoicing in the midst of all 
our difficulties, remembering this wondrous fact, and having 
it always with us as an ever-present power, that God it is 
who is working mightily in us, both to will and to do; 
and therefore we, with fear and trembling, ze. in humility 
and dependence, are to work out that which He has so 
graciously worked in, and find our happiest employment 
and our greatest joy in showing “what great things God 
hath done for us.” 


“JESUS AND THE RESURRECTION” or, 
DIFFERENT MINISTRIES BUT ONE GOSPEL. 
HE fact that the Man Christ Jesus has been raised 


from among the dead is the essential fact of the 


Gospel of God. But for this fact there is no Gospel at 


TO COME. 


all; for it is written (1 Cor, xv. 14), “If Christ be not 
risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God, 
because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ.” 

So there can be only.one Gospel of God, for since there 
is only one Jesus Christ, who has been raised from among 
the dead, the only Gospel of God is that which proclaims 
Him and announces the fact of His resurrection. « 

While there is only one Gospel, that Gospel may differ: 
widely in its presentation and its application, according’ as 

` the fact of the resurrection of Jesus is presented in ‘relation 
to things that preceded it, and to results that follow it. 

Scripture records three things as preceding the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesus; they are :— 

First. His ministry as God’s servant. 

Second. His death upon ‘the Cross. _ 

Third. His burial as a Jew (John xix. 40). 

_ The Gospel has been sent forth by God Himself in three 
successive ministries, to three different classes of persons, 
proclaiming the Lord Jesus in three distinct aspects of His 
Person, and His resurrection as the basis of three distinct 
results to those who believe the Gospel. 

The three ministries are these :— 

First. That of Peter in Jerusalem and in the land of 
Israel (Acts ii.-xii.). The word sent to the children of 
Israel (Acts iii. 26 and x. 36) concerning Jesus as the seed 
of David, the Lord's Anointed, the servant of God, in 
resurrection made both Lord and Christ, the Saviour of 
Israel and Lord of all. 

Second. The ministry of Paul in the synagogues among 
the Gentiles (Acts xiii.-xix. 20). The word sen? to the 
children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among 
you feareth God (Acts xiii. 26) concerning Jesus as “the 
Son of God,” who died upon the cross ; in resurrection the 
justification of the believer and the Giver of everlasting 
life. 

Third. Paul’s special ministry to the Gentiles.. “The 
salvation of God is sen unto the Gentiles, and they will 
hear it” (Acts xxviii. 28) concerning Christ as the Creator 
of all things, who, as Man, died and was buried; in resur- 
rection the Head of a new Creation. 

This ministry began after Paul's preaching in the 
synagogues was ended (Acts xix. 21). It is contained in 
his epistles to the churches, and is completed in those 
written from Rome to the Ephesians, Philippians, and 
Colossians. 

These three ministries answer to the three successive 
messages in the parable of the great supper in Luke xiv, 


16-24. 
First. To those that were bidden (ii.-xii.). 
Second. To those in the streets and lanes of the city 


(xiii.-xix. 20). 
Third. To those in the highways and hedges of the 
great Gentile world (xix. 21-xxviii, 31). 


THE MINISTRY OF PETER 

(Acts ii.-xji.). 
Peter preached “Jesus and His resurrection” in 
relation to His ministry as God's servant, the seed 
of David, and the prophet like unto Moses (Acts 
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` ii, 30 and iii, 22). The word was sent to the children 
` of Israel, whether spoken to the Jews at Jerusalem 
_or to the “Gentiles at Cæsarea (chap. iii. 26 and 
“x 36). It was addressed to those who had seen the 
$ miracles of Jesus and had heard His words. “Ye men of 
` Israel, hear. these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man 
, approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and 


* signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as ye - 


` yourselves also know ” (chap. ii. 22). “The word which 
| God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all): that word, I say, ye know 
` which was published throughout all Judea, and began from 
Galilee after the baptism which John preached : how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
power: who went about doing good and healing all that 
were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him 
(chap. x. 36-38). 

The result of the resurrection was declared to be that 
Jesus was made both Lord and Christ, raised up to sit 
upon the throne of David (chap. ii. 30), and to be the Judge 
of quick and dead (chap. x. 42). His enemies were about to 
be made His footstool, for the prophecies concerning the 
sufferings of Christ had been fulfilled, and the repentance 
of the nation would introduce the glory that should follow. 
Judgments were to accompany the day of the Lord when 
He should return for the deliverance of His people and for 
their blessing in the times of the restitution of all things, 
and for the blessing of -all the kindreds of the earth “ after- 
wards,” when the Spirit should be poured upon all flesh. 
The Spirit whereby this was to be accomplished was already 
present’ as foretold by Joel (chap. ii.). 


The first expression of the authority and power given to 


the risen and. ascended Lord was a proclamation of forgive- 
ness to those who had crucified Him, on their repentance 
and baptism in confession of Him as the Lord and Christ. 

Those who believed Peter’s testimony became the forgiven 
servants of the Lord Jesus; they were commanded to be 
baptized, both Jews and Gentiles, as under law (chap. ii. 38 
and x. 48), for subjection to the Lord’s Anointed was the 


principle of their position as being saved. They had the 


assurance of preservation alive in the flesh through the 
judgments that-were to accompany the Day of the Lord ; 
they waited for His return in power to sit upon the throne 
of David for the deliverance of Israel, when He would 
rebuild the tabernacle of David and reign over the Gentiles, 
according to the prophecies (Joel ij. 28; Amos ix. 11, 12; 
Acts xv. 13-17), His foes having been made His footstool, 
THE MINISTRY OF PAUL IN THE SYNAGOGUES 
(Acts xiii-xix. 20). 

The ministry of Paul in the synagogues among the 
Gentiles differed vastly from that of Peter ın the land of 
Israel. The word was “sent to the children of the stock of 
Abraham, and whosoever among you feareth God” (chap. 
xiii. 26), that is, to the Jew frs? and to the Gentile also” 
(ver. 46). Beyond the fact that it is of the seed of David 
that God, according to His promise, has raised unto Israel 
a Saviour Jesus (chap. xiii. 23), there is-no reference to the 
Lord's life or` His ministry or His mighty works. Pauts 
Gospel always begins with the death of Christ. 


‘relation to His death upon the cross. 


“ They that 
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dwell at Jerusalem and their rulers, because they knew Him 
not, nor yet the voices of the prophets, which are read 
every Sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in Condemning 
Him. And though they found no cause of death in. Him, 
yet desired they Pilate that He should be slain. And 
when they had fulfilled all that was written of Him, they 
took Him down from the tree, and laid Him in a sepulchre. 
But God raised Him from the dead” (xiii, 27-30). , 

Paul, too, preached “ Jesus and the resurrection,” but in 
As regards His: 
person, He was the Son of God, promised to the fathers. 
(chap. xiii. 32). Not the Servant. Not only was forgiveness 
preached through Him, but in Him all who believe were 
declared ‘‘justified from all things from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses.” Justification from 
sins and from the law through faith in the God of 
resurrection. The result being everlasting life (chaps xiii. , 
39, 46, and 48). i 

The ministry of Paul in the synagogues is shown us in 
two aspects.- In his discourse at Antioch (as recorded in 
Acts xiii.) we have an outline of his doctrine, as already 
stated. In the ministry recorded in chaps. xvi. to xix. 20, it 
is shown us in another aspect, they are divided’ by his visit 
to Jerusalem (chap. xv.). Paul personally was a Jew, as were 
the other apastles, but officially he was pre-eminently, and 
in one respect exclusively, the apostle to the Gentiles. In 
chaps. xiii. and xiv. we learn the Gospel which he received of - 
the Lord and which he preached before his apostleship was 
recognized by the apostles at Jerusalem (Gal. ii. 9). After 
his return from Jerusalem we are shown his personal acts as 
a Jew while preaching the same Gospel “to the Jews asa 
Jew”; in this record there is scarcely any reference to his 
doctrine, except “that Christ must needs have suftered 
and risen again from the dead : and that this Jesus whom 
I preach unto you is Christ ” (chap. xvii. 3). His acts as a 
Jew are prominent ; the circumcision of Timothy (ch. xvi. 3); 
the baptism of believers (chap. xviii. 8), the vow and shaving 
of the head (chap. xviii. 18), the going up toa feast at 
Jerusalem (chap. xviii. 21), all show that his apostleship to 
the Gentiles did not in the least affect his right as a Jew to 
use all the Jewish ordinances, so long as‘ God in patience 
lingered over Israel, and the word of the Gospel was 
addressed to the seed of Abraham, alkhoughs it was adaresee 
to Gentiles also. ~ 

This twofold presentation of Paul's ministry first in its 
separation from Jerusalem, and afterwards in association 
with the apostles in that city, is of great- use for our in- 
struction in the reading of his epistles. For in them he 
earnestly maintains the truth of the Gospel he had 
preached ; but.the things which he had practised as a Jew 


.he shows to be abolished for both Jew and Gentile, when 


the saints are set in order as the Church of God among 
the Gentiles. 

Paul always names the resurrection of Christ in relation 
to His death, not to His mighty works ; whether the result 
is the justification of the believer as in Acts xiii. or the 
future kingdom as in Acts xvii. 

In the Epistle to the Romans Paul expounds argu- 
mentatively the truths which he had proclaimed to both 
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Jews and Gentiles in the synagogues ; ‘‘ to the Jew first and 
also to the Gentile” (Rom. i. 16). ‘The Gospel of 
God, concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which 
was made of the seed of David according to the flesh : and 
declared to be the Son of God with power according to 
the Spirit of holiness by the resurrection from the dead” 
(Rom. i. 1-4). 

Those who believed were > baptized in confession of 
Jesus as the Christ and Lord of all, not by commandment 
as under the law, but thereby to associate, ‘or plant together 
Jew and Gentile into one camp (Rom. vi. 5). As there 
had been one circumcised nation, so now there was one 
baptized camp, consisting of an elect remnant of Israel and 
of Gentiles baptized unto the death of Christ by a 
figurative burial with Him (Rom. vı. 3-4). For association 
with Christ in death, as having died with Him in His 
death, was the principle of their position as justified in Him 
from sin and from the law. None of the Jewish ordinances 
were abolished, for although the believers were sons of 
God, they as yet differed nothing from servants, not being 
of full-age, for it had not yet been declared that Israel as a 
nation was “cast off” for atime by God, nor had “ the 
fulness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ” been 
declared to the Gentiles (Rom. xv. 29). The Epistle to 
the Romans announces the casting off of Israel (chap. xi.), 
and ends by anticipating the revelation of the “ mystery ” 
among the Gentiles (chap. xvi. 25). 

The hope set before the believers up to this time was 
“the hope of Israel,” the fulfilment of the promises to 
Abraham and the blessing of all the kindreds of the earth 
in his seed. Pauls ministry in the synagogues ended at 
Ephesus (Acts xix. 20). 
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THE “COVENANT” AND THE “SACRIFICE” 
OF DANIEL IX. 27. 
By FREDERICK NEWTH. 

TTENTION has recently been directed to the subject of 

Daniel’s prophecy of seventy weeks, particularly that 
portion which relates to the covenant and the sacri- 
fice. “And he shall make a strong covenant with many 
for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall 
cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease ” (R.¥.) 


The question is, Who makes the covenant, and what is 


the sacrifice ? 

Failure to agree, 1 have observed, oftén arises from a 
tendency to read into the passage a meaning that is drawn 
from another portion of the word that bears some 
similarity of phraseology. It insinuates itself into the 
mind, and the conclusion arrived at is that both relate to 
the same circumstance or event. 

In this case it is the word “sacrifice,” and it is concluded 
that the atoning sacrifice of Christ brought to a termination 
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all typical sacrifices of jewish ritual; and so they Were 
“ made to cease.’ 

The mind naturally reverts to Isaiah liji. 10, “Yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief ; 
when ‘Thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin,” and the 
inference is that both passages have relation to each other. 

But on closer examination it will be found that while 
Isaiah speaks of the, atoning sacrifice of Christ, in Daniel 
there is no evidence that this idea is introduced. - 

It is necessary to get a clear perception of the scope of 
Daniel's prophecy, and then keep strictly within those 
limits. 

In Daniel we have presented to us the course that 
Gentile power will pursue until it is displaced by another 
power coming in—another ruler, “ Whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and 
obey HIM.” This is Messiah the Prince, In Isaiah 
there are the words “bruise,” “offering,” and “sin.” ‘In 
Daniel we have the words “sins ” (ver. 24), “cut off” (ver. 
26), and “sacrifice” (ver. 27), similarity of expressions 
which may lead to false conclusions, if we determine that 
both passages are akin. 

My contention is that in Daniel the idea of sacrifice for 
sin is not introduced. It merely affirins that when the 
“ Prince ” shall come, instead of having the kingdom, He 
shall have nothing. Violence will deprive Him of His 
rights, which shall be for a time in abeyance, and Messiah 
the PriNcE shall be “cut off.” 

But it may be asked, Does the same apply to the reference 
to sins in ver. 24, “to make an end of sins”? Does 
not this refer to the sacrifice? I submit that it ddes not. 
In the one case (Isaiah), it is an offering for sin. Here it 
is, “ Make an end of sins.” It is the agswer to Daniel's 
prayer and confession of verses 5, 8, 11, 15, of the chapter, 
as will be shown presently. 

The allusions to the “daily sacrifice ” are repeated five 
times in the prophecy, besides the one we are now con- 
sidering :— 

1st-—Daniel viji. 11, “ Yea, he magnified himself even to 
the prince of the host, and by him the daily. sacrifice was 
taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.” 

2nd.—“ And an host was given him against the daily 
sacrifice by reason of transgression. . . ” (ver. 12), 

3rd.—" How long shall be the vision concerning the 
daily sacrifice, and the transgression of desolation, to give: 
both the sanctuary and the host to be trodden under 
foot?” (ver. 13). 

4th.—‘ And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall 
pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the 
daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that 
maketh desolate ” (xi. 31). 

5th.—“‘And from the time that the daily sacrifice shall be 
taken away, and the abomination that maketh desolate set 
up, there shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety 
days” (xii. 11). 

All these passages tell of a “daily sacrifice” to be. 
restored, and then prohibited in violation of a pledge given. 
This passage in Dan. ix. is the sixth allusion to tbe same 
subject. Here it is called a strong covenant. All of them 
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relate to the same event, and have no relation whatever to 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ. z i 

Further confirmation of this will be manifest as Daniel’s 
prayer is examined in detail. Every item presented 
in supplication will be found to receive a direct and 
explicit answer through the Angel Gabriel. 


1. THE CITY AND PEOPLE. 


“O Lord our God, Thou hast brought Thy people 
‘forth out of the land of Egypt.” 

t Let Thine anger be turned away from Thy city. .” 

“ Jerusalem and Thy people are become a re- 
proach.” 

“ Behold our desolations, and the city which is 
called by Thy name.” 

“O my God; for Thy city and Thy people are 
called by Thy name.” 


15 ver, 


16° 


18 y 


Answer: " Seventy weeks are determined upon Thy people, 
and upon Thy holy city.” 


2. TRANSGRESSION. 
1ı ver. '* Yea, all Israel have transgressed Thy law.” 


Answer: “ Zo finish transgression.” 
3. SINS. 
5 ver, “ We have sinned.” 
8 ,,- “We have sinned against Thee.” 
11 ,, "We have sinned against Him.” 
15 , “We have sinned and done wickedly.” 
16 ,, ‘Because for our sins . . of our fathers.” 
Answer: And to make an end of sins. 


4. INIQUITY. 


5 ver. “ And have committed iniquity.” 
13 „» ‘That we might turn from our iniquities.” 
16° ,, “For the iniquities of our fathers.” 


Answer: And to make reconciliation fur iniquity. 


5» RIGHTEOUSNESS. 


“O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto Thee.” 
“ The Lord our God is righteous.” 

“O Lord, according to all Thy righteousness.” 
“ Not for our righteousnesses.” 


7 ver. 
14 » 
16 ,, 
18 ,, 


Answer: And to bring in everlasting righteousness. 


6. THE SANCTUARY. 
17 ver. ‘‘ Cause Thy face to shine upon Thy sanctuary that 
is desolate, for the Lord’s sake.” 


Answer; And fo seal up the vision, and prophecy, and 
to anoint the most holy place (R.V.). 


The remaining verses are taken up with apportioning to 
the several periods the events that must occupy the seventy 
weeks. The consideration of this part of the subject has 
been commented upon in’ former numbers of Things to 
Come. But from the above statement will be found the 
true scope of Dan. ix, in harmony with which all its parts 
must be interpreted. 


| Jesus. 
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We cannot WA ourselves Te ponsible for every expression of the repove 
spoukers. Many thingu with which we may not wholly agree ure inserted as bei 
either suggestive or worthy of consideration. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE CANON, OR THE 
INSPIRED WORD. 
By THE Rev. Canon FAUSSET, OF YORK. 
(At the Mildmay Conference, 1896.) 


us 0, I come. In the volume of the book it is written 
È of Me” (Psa. xl. 7). There is only one Book, 
says Luther, Scripture ; only one Person, the Lord 
“ The testimony of Jesus i is the spirit of prophecy.” 
On what authority does the book rest? The Old Testa- 
ment on the authority of Christ. The New Testament also 
on the authority of Christ, who promised the Holy Spirit 
to bring all things to the disciples’ remembrance whatsoever 
He said unto them. Holy Scripture not only contains the 
Word of God, but ss the Word of God. As the full God- 
head is in the J/ncarnate Word; so the written word is at 
once perfectly Divine and perfectly human. If it were not 
human, we should not understand it; if it were not Divine, 
it would not be our unerring guide. If it were not plen- 
arily and verbally inspired, its practical utility as a revelation 
from God would be materially impaired, for then what sure 
means would thére be for distinguishing the false from the 


.true? The conscience of man shares the effects of the 


fall, the understanding being darkened by sin, so that the 
conscience cannot be trusted, until it is enlightened by the 
Spirit of God. Verbal inspiration is settled by the 
question, What authority do the sacred writers claim for 
their words? St. Paul explicitly says (1 Cor. ii. 13): “We 
speak not the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” ‘The-Psalmist (xii. 6) 
claims for the words exemption from all dross of error, 
“ The words of the Lord are pure words, as silver tried in 
a furnace of earth, purified seven times.’ 

Verbal inspiration does not imply that every word was 
dictated by God. Some parts were indeed a revelation 
immediately from God; namely, those which could only 
thus be made known, for instance, the Apocalypse of St. 
John. But aX Scriptures alike are matter of inspiration ; 
the writer retaining his individuality, whilst his words were 
the Word of God. It was of His words that Christ said 
They are spirit and life.” The mode of inspiration is not 
essential for us to know; the effect is what concerns us. 
‘The whole, including the words, are of inspired authority. 
“The prophecy (ñe. Scripture, as ‘ prophet” means, not 
merely a foreteller, but an inspired forthteller of God's 
will) came not by the will of xan, but holy men spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost?” Many suppose God 
supplied the thoughts, and the writers the words. But in 
fact, God did of in sume instances inspire the ¢houghis, but 
always inspired the words. Thus Balaam’s covetous 
thoughts were all Ais own, whilst his words were those of 
God. Cataphas had no thought of the deep truth he 
uttered in his inspired word that “ one man should die for 
the people, and that the whole nation should not perish ™; 
but being high priest, he prophesied, “ Jesus should die tee 
that nation, and not for it only, but that also He should 
gather in one thé children of God scattered abroad” 
(John xi. 50), So the Old Testament prophets ‘Searched 
what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ iy 


- them did signify when it testified beforehand the sufferings 
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of Christ, and the glory that should follow” (1 Pet. i. 11). 
The writers knew not the Jui? meaning of their own words, 
only it was revealed unto them that “not unto themselves 
but unto us they did minister.” 

What language could more emphatically express verbal 
inspiration than that of the sweet Psalmist of Israel, ‘‘ The 
Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, and His word was in my 
tongue ” (2 Sam. xxiii. 2). 


The testimony of scienceis onthe sideof the historic truth-. 


fulness of Genesis on many points as opposed to the 
speculations of modern critics. Sir W. Dawson shows the 
necessity of a Paradise wherein the newly-created man, 
naked, unarmed, and frugivorous, would be secured in 
plenty, safety, and uniform temperature, by his ‘environ- 
ments. The more that the first chapter of Genesis and the 
hymn of creation.in Psa. civ. are examined, the more are 
they found to accord with what is true in geology : light, heat, 
water, upheaval and subsidence being recognised in both 
as the forces moulding the present earth’s surface ; and the 
order of creation of plants, animals, and man, the apex of 
all, harmonising in both. Traces of man appear in the 
post-glacial period. The climate, mild at first, becoming 
cold towards the close, answers to the transition from the 
favourable environments of Eden to the unfavourable con- 
ditions hinted at by Lamech. The ‘deposits of rubble 
drift, loess, and plateau gravels, indicate submergence by a 
Jood such as the Bible records. Dawson compares the 
threefold races indicated in the skulls of the cavern 
deposits, namely those of a drutal type, next those of 
gigantic size, lastly those of a finer type, with the Sethites, 
the Cainites, and the gigantic progeny of these two when 
united (Gen. vi. 2-4). The flood accounts for the chasm 
between the Palzolithic and Neolithic men. Traditions of 
it occur in all the three widely separated divisions of man- 
kind, the Semitic, Aryan, and Turanian. Babylonian 
tradition, 2000 &.c., strikingly confirms the Scripture story, 
but with elements added which prove it a corruption of the 
original. 

Philology confirms the Genesis account of the distribu- 
tion of nations. Bunsen attributed error to the Bible 
assertion of the Hamuitic origin of Babylon. But the 
monuments found at Ur of the Chaldees confute Bunsen, 
and show that the primitive language there was Accadian 
Hamitic, and not Semitic. The predominance of Elam 
over Babylon under Chedor-laomer, as recorded in Gen. 
xiv, was unknown otherwise until inscriptions of 2100 B.C. 
confirmed the historical accuracy of Holy Writ. 

All the allusions to the manners and customs of the 
Egyptians in Genesis and Exodus accord with the hiero- 
glyphics of the Egyptians themselves.. Moses uses 
Egyptian words, as that for the Ark (Zeebah), such as are 
natural to him to use, if the Scripture story of his rearing 
in the Pharaoh’s palace be true. 

Joshua speaks of “aX the land of the Hittites” ; sceptics 
sneered at this as unhistorical, supposing them to be a 
petty tribe. But their capitals, Kadesh and Karchemesh, 
lately discovered, and the monuments of Egypt and 
Assyria, attest the wide extent of the Hittite confederacy, 
and the literal truth of Holy Writ. How accurately 
Joshua (xi. 8) mentions “ Great Zidon.” 
Zidon also, was known in the time of Moses (Gen. x. 15 ; 
xlix. 13). Its greatness preceded Tyre, which in Joshua's 
time was only a stronghold of imperial Zidon. But by 
David's time Tyre is pre-eminent, and Zidon is no longer 
designated ‘‘great.” These minute accuracies prove the 
authenticity of the Old T estament early Books . against 
modern critics. 


The three Scriptures which Christ wielded against Satan’s . 


It alone, not ` 


has still such a spite against ¢his Book to which he owes 
his defeat, and uses the critics as his mouthpiece. ' The 
Lord indorses the whole Old Testament ‘in’ its threefold 
division, “the Law of Moses, the Prophets, : and. the Psalnis,” 
as all written concerning Himself (Luke xxiv. 44)- "The 
stress which in His quotation of the Old Testament He 


lays upon. single words is the strongest . ‘proof ‘of. verbal , 


inspiration. Thus on the word “ only" in His temptation ; 
Satan would have been willing to go Aa/ves in the Divine 
honour due to God, puti « ‘Him only shalt thou serve; 4 "forbids 
this. 

The word “ My” i is the Saviour’s grol of ‘His Godhead 
when He quotes David’s words (Psa. cx.), !* The Lord said 
unto My Lord.” Messiah, David's Son, must therefore be 
also David's Lord. ‘The Scripture (saith He) cannot be 
broken.” St. Paul in Gal. iii. 16- argues from a single 
letter, the promise being “not to seeds, as of Many, but as 
of one, To thy seed, which is Christ.” 

The earliest Christian fathers accepted the same truth. 
Clement of Rome says, “ The Holy Scriptures are the true 
words of the Holy Ghost.” Irenæus saith, *‘ The Scriptures 
are perfect, as they were dictated by the Word of God and 
His Spirit.” Origen quotes about three- fourths of the New 
Testament. He says, “ As among plants there is not one 
without its special virtue, so the spiritual botanist’ will find, 
there is nothing in all that is written superfluous,” ` 

Philo, the contemporary of our Lord, calls’ the Old 
Testament the “inspired oracle,” and has no doubt of the 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, and. rejects the 
Apocrypha. This testimony proves that the Old Testa- 
ment Canon of our Lord’s, day was identical with our own, 
condemning thus Rome's addition of the Apocrypha. 

Roman cantroversialists argue, the Church was before the 
Bible, and therefore has authority - over: it. 


were certainly not defore if; and the Bereans: are -praised, 
not only because they received St. Paul’s preached’ word 
“with all readiness of mind,” but. alsa because “hey. 
searched the Old Testament Scriptures EEE, these fee 
were so. 

- Naturally Rome exalts Church authority, for, since the 
sacrificial character of the Eucharist and the’ sacerdotal 
priesthood, invocations of the. Virgin, purgatory, : and 
prayers for the dead cannot be found in ‘the New Testa- 


ment, the-authority of the Church is introduced ta supply © 


these unscriptural tenets. Dr. Salmon remarks, ‘* We have | 
no early interference of Church authority in making a 
Canon. It was owing to no adventitious authority, but ‘by 
their own weight, our Gospels crushed all rivals out of 
existence. 
Scripture was that of Laodicea (363 a.D.), long’ after | the 
New Testament Scriptures had been generally received. 
It is untrue to say the Church gave what it only adopted. 


Scripture is the foundation of the Church, the Church is . 
the guardian of Scripture.” The Church (as the Twentieth - 
Article says) is a witness and keeper of Holy Writ, but has ` 


no power to ordain anything contrary to or beside the | same, 


three femplations ‘were from Deuteronomy: Hence Satan 


-` But’, the - 
Apostles base their. teaching upon the O/d Testament, ‘and ` 


: The earliest council that sanctioned a ‘Canon of . 


Infant baptism is alleged as proving the Church to have ` 


power to add articles of. faith not taught in Scripture, but” 


the necessity for believing in infant baptism exists only’ in 


the degree with which it can be proved from Scripture, h ng less : 


and no more. So also the keeping of the Sabbath on. the 
Jirst day of the week rests on the recorded example of the 
Apostles (John xx. 19, 26; Acts xx. 7; 1 Cor. xvi. 2). 
Rome proved herself an unfaithful guardian of Scripture 
by rejecting the Epistle to the Hebrews for three centuries, 
until jn the fourth century she acknowledged her ezon, and 
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we 


received this Epistle like the other Churches. Her present 
acknowledgment of it proves her fa//bility, in that she so 
long rejected it. 

‘The Church (says. Rome) gave us the New Testament, 
so we are bound to receive her saferpretation of it; but, as 
the Jewish Church gave us the Old Testament, by parity of 
reasoning we ought to receive the Jews’ interpretation of it, 
and therefore reject Jesus as the Messiah. The reasoning, 
therefore, that leads to such a conclusion ‘must: be 
false. ~ l 


The hand-of Providence is strikingly marked in His 
having: restrained the /ews from mutilating or corrupting 
the Old Testament, which condemns them, and in His 
having restrained the Eastern and Western Churches from 
mutilating and corrupting the New Testament, which con- 
demns žem. ` The authority of Scripture is wholly sx itself, 
the Church can never make zhat inspired which God has 
not. ` 

We have a /zvofo/d guarantee for the inspiration of the 
New Testament: first, -that of the inspired writers, 
secondly, that of those possessing the gift of discerning 
spirits, who in tbe early Church accepted their writings as 
inspired. St. Paul recognised their office of deciding 
between inspired and uninspired words (1 Cor. xii. 10, 
xiv. 37). ‘If any man think himselfa prophet, or spiritual, 
let him acknowledge that the things I write unto you are 
the commandments of the Lord.” 


Qur conclusion then is, infallible truth is to be 
found only in the written word and not in the fallible 
Church. ~ ie 


The Venerable President of Magdalen, Oxford, Dr. 
Routh, when consulted by Dean Burgon what Divinity 
books he should read, replied, *‘I think, were I you, sir, I 
would read first of all the Gospel according to St. Matthew.” 
He paused, and added, “ After I had read the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew, I would go on and read the 
Gospel according to St. Mark.” Another pause, and he 
said, “ When I had read the Gospel according to St. Mark, 
I would go on, sir, to the Gospel according to St. Luke. 
Well, sir, when I had read those three Gospels, I would 
certainly go on to read the Gospel according to St. 
John.” `> > ; 


At first, Burgon was inclined to laugh, but then a different 
feeling came over him. Here yas a theologian of ninety- 
one, who, after surveying the entire field of sacred 
science, had nothing better to advise one to read every 
day than the Gospel, and~then the other books of Holy 
Writ. 

This precious lesson is true to ws, as it was in the pass, 
and ever wii be. . The Bible not merely was inspired, but 
is so still, The Holy Ghost not merely inspired its writers, 
but through it still breathes spirit and life into every 
believer. 


‘© The Spirit breathes upon the word, 
l And brings the truth to sight ; 
Precepts and promises affurd 

` A sanctifying light.” ; 
. “Tfany man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the, plagues that are written in this book: and if 
any man shall take away from the words of the book of 
this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book 
of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which 
are written in this book. He which testifieth these things 
saith, Surely, I, come quickly, Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.” s 
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A ERTEAN ANA ART wee À 
CHRIST IN JUDEA AND ĢALILEE..., 
HE following selections from Dardy’s Synopsis may be 
found helpful to our readers in forming their decision 
as to whether á spiritual interpretation of the Word of 
Truth is obtained by the current method of stringing texts 
together, ‘selected at pleasure from any. and every; part, 
of it, or whether after all there is something in the order.in 
which God has placed them, leaving them where they are, 
and seeking out the scope and structure of the various books 
that contain them = ° a ea 
From the preface (Vol. I., pp. 7 and 8) :-— 
“ Deeply convinced of the Divine inspiration of. the 


. Scriptures, given.to us of God, and confirmed in this con- 


viction by daily and growing discoveries of their fulness, 
depth, and perfectness ; ever more sensible, through grace, 
of the admirable perfection of the parts, and the wonderful 
connection of the whole [our italics}, the writer only hopes to 
help the reader in the study of them. ` The Scriptures 
have a living source, and living power has pervaded their 
composition: hence their infiniteness of bearing, and 44e 
impossibility of separating any one part from its connection 
with the whole” ; 

From Vol. II., pp. 415-418, on John iv..27-54 :— 

“ Meantime the disciples come, and—naturally- -marvel 
at His talking with the woman. Their Master, the Messiah 
—they understood this; but the grace of God manifested 
in the flesh was still beyond their thoughts. The work of 
this grace was the meat of Jesus, and that in the lowliness 
of obedience as sent of God. He was taken up with it, 
and, in the perfect humility of obedienge, it was His joy 
and His food to do His Father’s will, and to finish His 
work. And the case‘of this poor woman had a voice that 
filled His heart with deep joy, wounded as it was in this 
world, because He'was love. If the Jews rejected Him (see 
verses 1-4), still the fields jn which grace sought its fruits 
for the everlasting granary were white already to harvest. 
He, therefore, who Jaboured should not fail of his wages, 
nor the joy of having such fruit unto life eternal. . Never- 
theless, even the apostles were but reapers where others 
had sown. The poor woman was proof of this. Christ 
present and revealed met the need which the testimony of 
the prophet had awakened. Thus, while exhibiting a grace 
which revealed the Jove of the Father, of God the Saviour, 
and coming out consequently from the pale of the Jewish 
system, He fully recognised the faithful seryice of His 
labourers of former days, the prophets who, by the Spirit 
of Christ from the beginning of the world, had spoken’ of: 
the Redeemer, of the sufferings of Christ, and: the glory 
that should follow. The sowers and the reapers should 
rejoice together ‘in the fruit of their labours. e. 6. 6. 
`“ He leaves the Jews (verses 45-54), for no. prophet is 
received in his own country, and goes into Galilee among the 


. despised of His people; the poor of the flock, where 


obedience, grace, and the counsels of God alike placed. 
Him. In that sense He did not forsake His people, 
perverse as they were. There He works a miracle, which 
expresses the effect of His grace in connection with the 
believing remnant of Israel, feeble as their faith might be. 
He comes again to the place where He had turned the - 
water of purification into the wine of joy, ‘which cheereth 
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the heart of God and man.’ By that miracle He had, in 
figure, displayed the power which should deliver the people, 
and by which, being received, He would establish the 
fulness of joy in Israel, creating by that power the good 
wine of the nuptials of Israel with their God. Israel 
rejected it al. The Messiah was not received. He retires 


among the poor of the flock in Galilee, after having shown. 


to Samaria (in passing) the grace of the Father, which went 
beyond all promises to and dealings with the Jews, and in 
the Person and humiliation of Christ, led converted souls 
to worship the Father, outside all Jewish systems true or 
false, in spirit and in truth ; and there in Galilee He works 
a second miracle in the: midst of Israel, where He still 
labours’ according to His Father's’ will—that is to say, 
wherever there is faith; not yet, perhaps, in His power to 
raise the dead, but to heal and save the life of that which 
was ready to ‘perish. He had fulfilled the desire of that 
faith, and restored the life of one that was at the point of 
death. Z was this in fact that He was doing in Israel 
while here below. 
that which He was going to do according to the purposes 
of God the Father, as being rejected ; and that which He 
was doing for Israel, according to the faith He found 
there.” 

Here, we may note, is a man who, having a thorough 
insight into all the books of Scripture, shows us, in the 
above, that he has simply read John i. to iv., verse by verse, 
in order, and had no need to read Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke into them, as the text-garbler would have done—still 
- less the Pauline Epistles. He does not rob Israel of the 
teaching of John’s Gospel, and yet maintains for us 
every word of its deep moral and spiritual truths. But 
some Christians make void the Word of God by fastening 
random texts together like beads on a string, and are 
intolerant of correction. Hence some become Anglo- 
Israelites, and whereas the Lord’s ministry was mainly 
amongst the ten tribes, and whereas while there He was 
rejected at Capernaum, Chorazin, and Bethsaida, they tell 
us He was only rejected by the Jews, and not by the whole 
nation of Israel. 


Others become totally indifferent to the fate of believing | 


Israelites, who, after the rapture of the Church, will undergo 
a period of terrible trial, some being killed and others cast 
out of the “synagogues” (John xiv.-xvii.), but will, in 
the end, have the Lord come for ¢hem tvo (after sealing 
them with God's seal, the Holy Spirit), and, receiving 
them to Himself, will stand with 144,000 of them on 
Mount Zion, refusing both heaven and earth to those who 
come after us, and cutting off from the Lord Jesus the 
whole fruits of His ministry, both first-fruit and harvest. 

Others become maudlin and sentimental, or religious, 
and mistake those feelings, whose origin is in the flesh, for 
spiritual-mindedness. 

Others take up with the railway ticket, or the strong 
swimmer, or the electric light (which are not in Scripture), 
to render their preaching attractive. 

Others deny that the mystery of the Church was first 
revealed to the apostle Paul; or mix up the Body and the 


Bride. 
Others cannot divide the Jews as the Psalms do, 
beginning at Psalm i, into the ungodly mass and 


the blessed remnant who believe and separate them- 


‘These two great truths were set forth— - 


. boam ii., Uzziab, and Menahem i. 


ED 


selves from them, and are not the least struck with the 
absurdity of a people who, for eighteen centuries, have been . 
unable to produce a single scion of the house of David, 

suddenly professing zeal for “ Zion”! , 

Even here the mischief does not end, for there are those 
who thus come to give up submission to certain Scriptures: 
altogether, and say they are not inspired. Speaking 
generally, interpretation and application are always con- 
fused, and selfishness is always the underlying cause. 

We therefore recommend those who are hesitating 
which of these twq mutually destructive systems of inter- 
pretation (viz., the garbling system or the “rightly dividing” - 
system) is to be adopted in their study of the Bible, to read 
the foregoing extracts from Darby's Synopsis alter reading 
John i.-iv. attentively through, Either the Bible is an 
organic whole complete in its parts, as he believed, or it is 
a collection of texts or passages for us ta arrange according 
to taste ; there is no middle view of it opentqus, ` 


BIBLICAL CHRONOLOGY. 


ROFESSOR JULIUS OPPERT, the celebrated French 
Oriental Scholar, member of the Institute in Paris, 
has recently read a paper before the Society of Biblical 
Archeology in London, entitled :— ` 
“A Mathematical Demonstration of the Exactness of 
Biblical Chronology.” It is something to find this 
unrivalled Assyriologist writing: “ In the present state of 
Assyriological science, we are enabled to show that the 
Books of Kings are the real basis of our historical know- 
ledge of the subject, and that the pretended cuneiform 
chronology must bow to the mathematical correctness ‘of 
the Holy Scriptures: The contemporary Assyrian state- 
ments are, in Dr. Oppert’s opinion, the most precious of all - 
external documents which have come down to us, but they 
have been misunderstodd by almost all specialists. Soundly 
interpreted, they plainly agree with the Bible. Dr. Oppert 
examines the Assyrian chronology, guided by the recorded 
eclipses, and thus constructs three important tables of the 
dates of (1) Assyrian and Chaldean Rulers, (2) kings of 
Judah, (3) Kings of Israel. He adds :— 


“We believe we have completed the demonstration of 
the mathematical exactness of the figures of the Bible, and 
have shown that it is quite an unscientific way to neglect 
and to despise them, and peculiarly so when the Assyrian 
documents are misunderstood by those who despise. 
historical statements. We must not forget that the 
Assyrian history itself is only known by fragments, and 
that we have hitherto no documents from Adadnirar iii, 
Shalmaneser iii., Assuredilel, Assurnirar, and Phul, who 
had to deal with Jehu, the son Joash, Amaziah, ‘Jero- 
The Assyrian soil has, 
unluckily, been neglected for forty years, although ‘the 
documents of all these Kings undoubtedly still exist some- 
where and could be found. We can only devoutly hope 
and wish for new discoveries which will definitely and 
decidedly settle much of the chronology of the Holy 
Scriptures.” 
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Many of the calculations on which Dr. Oppert’s con- 
tentions are based were given by him in Salomon et ses 
Successeurs, Paris, 1897. The dates referring,to Shal- 
manesser and Sargon can be fixed with astonishing 
precision by the statements of the Babylonian Chronicle 


combined with the lunar eclipses of 720 and 721 mentioned. 


by Ptolemy. 


. “ON PISGAH'S VIEW.”. 


HE Palestine Exploration Fund “ Quarterly State- 
ment” for April forms very interesting reading. It 
contains some articles of specifically Jewish interest, 

which will well repay perusal. In “The Prospect from 
-Pisgah,” the Rev. W. F. Birch discusses the accuracy of 
the description of the panorama seen by Moses as narrated 
in Deut. xxxiv. 1-3. Dr. Driver, in his International 
Critical Commentary on` ‘ Deuteronomy” (p. 419) 
observes: ‘ The panorama is superb, though the terms in 
Deut. xxxiv. 1-3, are hyperbolical, and must be taken as 
including points filled in by the imagination, as well as those 
actually visible to the eye.” To Mr. Birch it seems certain 
that the Biblical description is literally true, and that 
imagination has no place init. By a careful investigation 
of the geographical positions of Zoar, the Hinder Sea, 
Dan, Baal-Gad, and Pisgah, the writer proves that there is 
no exaggeration in the account of the sight Moses saw 
when his eyes beheld the Land of Promise which his feet 
were not allowed to tread. 
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QuEsrion No. 179. 


A. B., Liverpool. “Will you explain the difference between James 
i. 33, 1gand Matt. vi. 13?” ` 


The word translated ‘tempt ” means originally fo pierce, 
then to pierce by way af fying, so as to see what a thing 
is like, just as we pierce butter or cheese in order to try it. 
Hence it comes to mean simply ¢ria/. This is what it is 
when’ God tries His own work.in His people. They are 
to pray, “ Lead me not into trial,” i.e., according to the 
figure of speech here employed, suffer me not to be led 
into trial, and yet after trial, like Job, we always find that 
we “come forth as-gold.” 

On the other hand when one man tries another, it is by 
leading him astray. Now what we are taught in James 
i. 13 is that God never does this. We lead ourselves astray 
and mislead others, but God never tries in this sense. 

Question No. 180. 
li. O., Kilburn. ‘*‘ Does Rev. xx, teach that there are two millenniums, 


and that Christ does not come personally until they have run their 
course? ' 


` Most certainly not. There can be zo millennium without 
Christ! The “great tribulation” must—as all allow— 
precede the millennium. But then we read (Matt. 
xxiv. 29) that it is “IMMEDIATELY after the tribulation 
of those days ” that “they shall see the Son of Man coming 
in the clouds of’ heaven.” As this coming follows 
immediately on the ‘Tribulation, Where is there room for 
a millennium before Christ comes personally to the earth ? 


TO COME. , 9 
This one passage settles the whole matter, and there are 
many others that do the same. 

We must, however, distinguish between Christ’s coming 
forth into the air to receive up and gather together His 
people to Himself, and His coming unto the earth after- 
wards with them. l 

Those who teach that the Tribulation precedes ‘our 
gathering together unto Him,” and tell us that we cannot 
thus see and be with. Christ, until Antichrist shall, have 
come, ought surely`to be praying for Antichrist to come 
and for the time of his revelation to be hastened! But 
this is not our hope: Christ is our hope! And when He 
shall be revealed in flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God and obey not the Gospel (2 Thess. 
i. 7, 8), He shall previously have come to be glorified in 
His saints and admired in‘all them that, believe. The 
word “shall come” in verse 1o is not the mere future 
tense, but is the second aorist tense, subjunctive mood, and 
means literally “ when He shall have come,’ i.e., previously 
in grace and before His revelation in glory and judgment. 
See for this tense Luke xvii. 10. Matt. xxi. qo. Mark 
viii. 38. John iv. 25. Acts xxiii. 35. John xvi. 13; Rom. 
xi. 27. 1 Cor. xvi. 3. 2 Cor. iii. 16. In all these, and 
wherever this tense is used it means “shall have come ” as 
in 2 Thess. i. 10. 
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PEE PRAA R IR TE T REER 
“PREACH THE WORD": REASONS. 


1. IT is Lire: Phileii. 16. 
2. Ir ıs LICHT: Psa. cxix. 105. ` 
3. Ir is Power: Rom. i. 16. 
4- Iris Pure: , Psa, cxix. 140, 
5. Iris UNCHANGING: Psa. cxix. 89. 
6. Iris a SEARCHER: Heb. iv. 12. 
7. IT is a JUDGE: John xi. 48. 
Christ Church i Bromley, Kent. T. GEORGE. 
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JEWISH SIGNS. 
“COMING DARK HOURS.” 


This is the ominous title of a leading article in’ Zhe 
Jewish World (May 20) on the series of articles now 
appearing on 

“THE SITUATION 1N RUSSIA, 
based on the reports of the Special Commissioner sent out 
by that paper. It says: 

“Weck by week new facts are added to the picture of misery, 
squalor, and want—an impossible present, a normally hopeless future. 
Nothing but the tenacity of life, and the ideals that maintain this 
will-force preserve the Jew ; that is the only possible ‘comment. The 
political situation is bad, the economic condition worse ; ; there is a 
world of pathos in that question ‘Where shall we go?” Jtis not 
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merely the sentimentalist who replies witb the suggestion of a Jewish 
State, but the thinker, conscious of the necessities of the hour, The 
hard truth cannot be slurred over that even the Sabbath is endangered, 
and when that goes it will be admitted that Judaism has been weakened. , 
The question is worth careful and deliberate thought. The orthodox 
have much to gain from a Zionistic success, even though the Zionists 
do not profess to deal with the religion of the nation for which they 
ate labouring. A few facts are wosth bushels of theories. On the day 
the Jewish weavers of Lodz abandon the Sabbath they will have taken 
a great step towards the casting off of Judaism. It is the economic’ 
situation which is driving the individual away from the religion he. 
loves ṣo earnestly. . A new martyrdom awaits thousands of the 
humblest and noblest of our race—the toilers—and it is easier to face 
death than starvation, We need not as yet pain the picture in its 
blackest colours, perhaps some few will see all the horrors revealed in 
the less sombre hues—and ponder ọver them.” 


The Christian will read this, and ponder over the Lord’s 
words in Matt. xxiv. and kindred Scriptures. 


The following from The Review of Reviews (for May) 
shows how unrest of the nation is causing the discussion 
of all sorts of projects in the World's press. One of the 
problems is . ; 


WHAT TO DO WITH THE RUSSIAN JEWS—TWO SUGGESTED 
SOLUTIONS. 
(1) COLONISE CENTRAL ASIA. 

In the Contemporary Review for May, Mr. E. N. Adler, in an 
article entitled ‘“ A Bird’s-cye -View of the Transcaspian,” puts the 
suggestion that the ultimate solution of the Russian Jewish question 
may be found in the Jewish colonisation of the steppes of Central 
Asia. Mr. Adler last year made a hurried visit to Central Asia, and 
his article gives a very vivid account of the change which the Russians 
have wrought in Turkestan. Although there is much that is very 
interesting and up-to-date in his account of his railway journey to 
Krasnovodsk, the only novelty in his paper is his suggestion of the 
re-peopling of the Asiatic steppes as the solution of the Jewish 
question. Mr. Adler found the cotton trade flourishing on Trans- 
caspia. He also found that— 

“ The greater part of the trade was in the hands of my co-religion- 
ists, and that, though the Transcaspian was outside the pale of Jewish 
settlement, and de sure tabooed to the Jew, the Government welcomed 
them de facto as bringing money, business and roperlty to their new 
possessions. Technically, the Panslavist would rather have Turkestan 
and Siberia peopled by Slavs. The Jews, though they be Russian, are 
not Slavs; they are therefore outside the sympathies of the sot-drsant 
Russian patriot: But he has learnt by the experience of at least one 
generation that-the Slavonic race is difficult to acclimatise in the burn- 
ing sands of Turkestan, of the icy plains of Siberia. So he finds 
himself compelled to welcome the more adaptable Hebrew. ° And 
herein, I venture to assert, lies the true solution of the Russo-Jewish 
question. No millionaire, no cohort of millionaires, no Government, 
however strong, can tempt or command a population of millions to 
cross the seas. Only in Russia itself can the question be solved. And 
Russia is great enough to suffice for all its inhabitants, even for its 
‘Jews. The resources of Siberia and Central Asia are gigantic beyond 
the dreams of avarice. -The world is only now ‘beginning to realise 
them.- It isa matter of history how Jews helped to develop the trade 
of America, India, Australia and Africa, Let Russia open the gates 
of the pale and she will find that her Jewish children will be the 
makers of her Eastern Empire. And the stone which the builders 
had refused will become the headstone of the corner.” 


Alas, it is not thus that “the headstone” will replace 
“the stone which the builders refused ” ! 


(2) Repgorce PALESTINE. 

Mr. Joseph Prag, in an arlicle in the same magazine on ‘‘ The 
Jewish Colonies in Palestine,” gives a reassuring report as to the 
extent to which the Chosen People are returning to their land of 
Canaan. Mr. Prag says: 

“The colonisation of Palestine by Jews only commenced about 
sixteen years ago. Up to that time there was hardly a Jewish agricul- 
turalist in the whole of Palestine and Syria. Since the year 1882 
twenty-five agricultural colonies have been established in Palestine and 
Syria, and societies for the furtherance of colonisation have sprung up 
all over the world.” : ; 

He then proceeds to describe with brief detail what each one of 
these colonies is doing, and then sums up the net result of their 
activity as follows :— 

“The whole face of the country is being changed by the efforts of 
the colonists. Where nothing but briars and brambles previously 
existed we now see beautiful vineyards and fields of growing corn. 
The country generally is noted for its bad roads, but in the neighbour- 
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hood of the Jewish colonies excellent roads have been made, and, ’the 
greatest order prevails. - A.new race of beings, too, has grown: up 
there, very different. indeed from the poor,’ panic-stricken çreatpres 
who first set foot in this, to them, unknown land. The colonists aye 
fine sturdy men, capable of carrying out the hard work of reclaiming. 
the barren land ; and they are the most intrepid horsemen. -They’ sre 
highly valued by the Turkish authorities, and live_on the best-terms 
with the Arabs and all theip neighbours. “There is plenty of room in, 
Palestine and Syria. - The colonies that have been established are the 
milestones marking the advance that Israel has made in these later 
years towards national rehabijitation, The material is at hand,.and 
there are skilful agriculturalists there to undertake the work of direct- 
ing and supervisjng, and thus, band in band with our brethren settled. 
in other countries, we are steadily rearing that edifice which: will. oply. ` 
be complete when Israel has regained her national existence.” Serge, 
j WHAT Ligut.-CoLoneL CONDER SAYS, :ẹ>ẹ4 7, > 
In connection with Mr. Prag's article, Ligut.-Colonel Conder’s. 
aper in Blackwood pn the Zianists might be read with advantage. 
Pieut.-Colonel Conder knows Palestine well, and the fact that-he 
heartily approves of its re-colonisation by the Jews will go far to can- 
vince the Gentiles of the practicability of the scheme. The work, 
indeed, is now going on apace.. He says :— ee Loe 
‘‘There are now more Jews in’ Palestine than in London, and 
50,000 more are anxiqus to go, knowing that their predecessors begin 
to prosper in the land.”7 0- gee Ep Teta SRS 
At the congress held at Basle last year the Zionists 
“concluded with the characteristic determination to foynd a Jewish 
Colonial Bank, and to raise a capital of some £20,000,000 in fifteen 
years. It proposes to form committees to spread the agitation, by 
means of the press and by making known what are the facts of the 
past and present, to look after financial affairs, and to exert ‘political 
influence ; while pure Hebrew is to be fostered as the common tongue 
in which Jews ol vario countries may in the future find means of 
easy communication among themselves.” ~ a . 
Lieut. -Colonel Conder is doubtful about the Jews being permitted to 
establish themselves as a nation in Palestine, but, short of that, be 


pe 


thinks the Zionists’ project has a fair chance of success im 

“ Shorn of illusions, the movement is yet capable of doing much 
good, to the Jews and to others as well. “It deserves support among 
all who desire the increase of human welfare. It is.the true solution 
of the vexed Alien question; and in Britain it might be advocated 
on purely national grounds—for while, on the one hand, we should be 
relieved of a destitute class through the benevolence of the home-bora: 
Jews of higher education, we should, on the other hand, be happy to 
see a prosperous commercial country developed by a people whom we . 
have treated well, and from whom we might expect friendly feeling. 
Palestine should become a neutral country, an Asiatic Switzerland, . 
protected against the ambitions of our rivals—a land consecrated by 
its past, such as the great Emperor Frederick II. strove, in alliance 
with the wise Sultan Melek el Kamil of Egypt, to make it in the thir” 
teenth century. There will be nothing ‘astonishing if this should 
prove to be the final outcome of Zionist endeavours. The question 
has thus been considered on purely practical, not on religious grounds, 
but we cannot forget those wonderful passages in the Law (Icy. xxvi., 
Deut. xxviii.) in which every kind of trouble that now afflicts the 
Hebrews is foretold... ‘ Among these nations shalt thou find no case,’ 
neither shall the soul of mr foot have rest,’ ‘And thy life. shall bang . 
in doubt before thee, and thou shalt fear day’ and night.’ For there 
is but one real home for the Hebrew, and that is in the land which -` 
was once the land of Israel.” : Soan 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. ' 
“THE NON-RELIGION OF THE FUTURE.” - 

This is the last new sign of the rapidly advancing con- 
summation. The author of the new work thus entitled. 
rejoices in the fact that two-thirds of’ the manhood. of 
France are “disillusioned” and hod that “ science. has 
superseded religion.” Perhaps so, for “ Religion,” as‘such, 
is only another name for superstition ; and with the adyance , 
of science, superstitions die a natural death. There is, 
a mixture of blasphemy in a caricature of Christ which we 
dare not reproduce, but it comes natural’ to'one wha gays: 
that “ the great’ European ple is dancing gaily towards 
annihilation. Ta prevent this it is felt to be almost desirable: 
to bring religion back again, but as this is impossible, it is 
proposed to tax bachelors and to send apostles jnto the 
villages to preach from the steps of the public bpildings 
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statistical and economical information. . . . Science is to 
take up the rôle of Divine Being in Genesis and preach to 
Frenchmen .. . moral Idealism” (!) j 
Regeneration by statistics is certainly.a new idea, but it 
testifies to the Fall of man and his hopelessness of self- 
recovery.. © >a : l i 
THE NEW “FEELING FOR CHRIST.” , 
Under this heading a writer: in The Christian World 
describes a new development of error and a new phase of 
false religion. i f ; 


The special features of all modern forms come from him: 


who, we are warned, transforms himself into “an angel of 
light.” His ministers and their teachings look like light, 
but are not light.’. They are not vile or repulsive, but on 
the contrary, seem so fair and right that even the Lord’s 
people are afraid to oppose them for fear of hindering 
what appears to be so good. - 

` This is one of the newest features. It is simply a falling 
in love with Christ/ Not with the Christ of God as 
revealed in the Epistles, but with the Christ of the Gospels ! 
There is no sense of sin, no experience of ruin, no need 
of atonement! no death, no cross! It is not Christ.as the 
Saviour of lost sinners, but Christ as a mere character 
whom all may unite and be at one in loving—Infidels and 
Romanists alike. 

But let its advocates define it :— 


“It is nothing more nor less than a purely human tenderness and 
affection, a surprise of love, a passion oF. friendship arising from a sense 
of immediate moral contact with the most beautiful and divinely lovable 
of all personalities.” It is *‘a sense of being overcome by what Renan 
has called the ‘Divine lovableness of Jesus.’ . . . The speciality of 
the experience is its essential humanness, its entire naturalness. . . . 
It is this which makes it a meeting-ground for people otherwise hope- 
lessly divided. Rank outsiders from the Church are here at one with 
its most orthodox adherents. When Carlyle speaks of ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth our divinest symbol’; when Goethe expresses his sense of 
‘the radiance of the majesty which in the four Gospels proceeded from 
the person of Christ, ete., etc., we have here amongst world leaders, 
antagonistic most of them to ecclesiastical orthodoxy, just the sentiment 
which drew the first disciples in the wake of Jesus,” 


And this is spoken of as “the one and universal religion ” 
which is soon to supersede all else. 

Who cannot see in all this the working of the god of 
this world’s religion in his most subtle form. 

Just because it is connected with “ Jesus,” thousands 
will be deceived, and not discern that “ moral contact” is 
not, and can never take the place of, spiritual union with 
Christin His death and resurrection! A feeling of ‘‘ merely 
human tenderness ” is not the shedding abroad in the heart 
the love of God by the Holy Ghost! The “essential 
humanness ” of this new religion is its own condemnation, 
and its “ entire naturalness ” proclaims it to be utterly des- 
titute of that super-natural power which can alone impart 
the new nature, the true Christ-spirit. And yet it remains 
true as a declaration from God Himself, that if any have 
not this, “ he is none of His”! 


ROMEWARD. 

We take the following from the The English Churchman 
of March 24, 1898 :— ; 

“I fear that we are not fully acquainted with the amount of mischief 
which is being done by. some of our Bishops in private. It is only 
now and then that what has been done in secret is made public. Who 
would ever have dreamt that Dr. Temple, when Bishop of London, 
actually sanctioned the use, in a certain parish, of the Romanizing 
Manual of the Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament, with the 
exception of one of its Litanies? Yet this is what he actually did, if 
we may rely on the assertion of the Rev. T. A. Lacey, made at a 
meeting of the English Church Union in Birmingham, last Monday. 
The Birmingham Post reports Mr. Lacey as saying :—' Some time 
ago the Bishop of London, now the Archbishop of Canterbury, sent to 
a clergyman for copies of all the unauthorized services used in his church. 
The clergyman sent up a pile of little books, and the Bishop, on 
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sending them back, said that he authorized them all, with the exception 
of the Manual of the Copfraternity of the Blessed Sacrament.. The 
Bishop was told that it woujd cause a great deal of inconvenignce and. _ 
pain if the meetings of the Confraternity in the church were discontinued, ` 
and was pressed to reconsider his decision. The result was that the 
Manual, with the exception of one litany, was authorized,’ ™ °° -* 


SIGNS OF THE ROMISH CONSPIRACY...” ~ 
“The Prince of Wales has taken great interest in the’ Lenten 
addresses delivered by Father Vaughan at.Cannes, and has been on ' 
several occasions present in the Roman Catholic Church to hear him | 
preach. Father Vaughan is a brother of the Cardinal. His fine 
presene and charm of his singular melodious voice; combined witb - 
is eloquence and oratory as 9 preacher, have made these sermons of 
his most attractive, and persons of all denominations have crowded to 
hear him. His Royal Higbness has been a good deal in the churches 
this Easter-time, what with Good Friday, a Royal confirmation, and 
the Easter Sunday services.” — The Daily Mail, April 13th. ` l 


THE MASS AND PROTESTANTISM. 


“ At a large gathering of clergymen held Jast night at Sunderland 
in connection with the English Church Union, the Rev. J. S. W. 
Burn, of Middlesborough, moved that all the priests present should 
pledge themselves ‘to place the mass in its proper position.’ He . 
thought the mass was the chief service in the minds of those who. 
drew up the Prayer-book. If they took the Protestant bull by. the 
horns they might turn him into a docile creature. The meeting was 
generally in favour of Mr, Burns remarks, but it was” considered 
advisable not to pass any formal resolution.” ' 


“THE DECAY OF TRACTARIANISM.” 
The Review of Reviews for March, 1898, gives the 
following under this heading :— . 
. A ‘Country Parson’ declares that Tractarianism, although appar- 
ently at the zenith of its power, shows already symptoms of decay :— 
t There are not wanting signs that the reign of Tractarianism is: over, 
that the current which has flowed so long and so steadily in its direction 
has begun to ebb, and that before very long English religious thought 
will be found flowing in a very different direction. The real truth is 
that we are on the eve of a new departure. The Tractarian school 
has done its work, and is doomed to i oes before very long.’ 
Among those signs of the times ‘Lux Mundi’ occupies a prominent 
osition, but it does not stand alone. ‘A volume, issued from the 
usey House itself, contradicts the Tractarian doctrine of the inspira- 
tion of Holy Scripture ; the English Church Union, after full debate, 
refuses to enter upon the question. The new theories: on the Old 
Testament necessitate the re-opening of the questions supposed to be 
settled at Ephesus and Chalcedon ; an ominous silence reigns on all 
sides. Not only is no whisper heard within the walls of the English 
Church Union, but even the organs of the party, save a few feeble 
murmurs in one or.two quarters, are conspicuously mute. Some of the 
camp-followers of the party, assisted by guilds and societies, are 
pushing on flat Popery among their unthinking disciples. The leaders 
admit it. But they know not what to do.’ ‘Country Parson ’ is‘more 
positive as to the decay of Tractarianism than io prophesying what will 
take its place. On this he says: ‘It may be, as some signs seem to 
predict, towards the restoration to the laity of their place in the Church 
of God ; it may be in the direction of limiting that “one man power” . 
in the Church which has been shown to lead to such disaster in other 
human societies. Let.us at least hope that it will be in the direction 
of a larger tolerance, upon a wider and more genuinely Catholic 


THE CHURCH MILITANT. 

We are thankful to find that the Church authorities are 
getting anxious as to the Uganda Missionaries taking active 
part in military operations, and have taken some steps to 
withdraw them. The Gospel of God needs to-day Henry 
Martyns, and not Martini-Henris. i 


‘basis.’ ' 


SP|RITIST SIGNS. 


THE ASCENSION. 

One of the leading Spiritist journals, Zigà/, has recently 
been discussing “the true ascension,” in ‘a. mixture of 
blasphemy and folly, for which the Holy Spirit has prepared 
us. N Ti 

Of course, the aim of Spiritists is to get rid of Resur- 
rection as a cardinal doctrine which God has given His 
people as their blessed hope. Spiritists desire to perpetuate 
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the Devil's lie that death is not death, but life in some other 
form, And Christians who. believe this are easily snared in 
the meshes of the Spiritist net. That is why Resurrection 
as a hope has been nearly lost to the church. That is why 
ascension as our hope is also practically lost. For the two 
go together. ‘If Christ did not ascend, He could not have 
risen, and so both facts are equally denied. This is the 
reasoning :— J 

“The unspiritual Christians who hammered out the’ Thirty-nine 
Articles, like thirty-nine links in a chain, and who then fettered with 
it the nation’s Church, did not ask ‘What is Scriptural?’ or ‘ What 
is spiritual?’ Their only notion of a man was the body of a man; 
and so, in order to retain a living Jesus, they took pains tọ make it clear 
that he went to heaven with his ‘flesh and bones and all things apper- 
taining’ to a man. And, in like manner, in order to retain a hold 
upon life for ‘the dead,’ they stuck to the corpse in the grave and 
promised that it should rise again. Poor things ! they seemed to know 
nothing of the elementary doctrine of the spiritual philosophy—that 
the real man is not the materia) body at all.” i 

Spiritists confess that “Paul grasped the truth in his 
brilliantly original way,” but the gospels.were “ written by 
men who were confused, etc.” 

According to Spiritist teaching there was no resurrection 
at all. The appearances of Christ were only “ materiali- 
sation” ! That is all! 

‘Tt is plain enough that what happened was this :—Jesus, after his 
death, by reason of his wonderful spirit-power, was able to manifest 
himself to his little circle of disciples—and perhaps once or twice toa 
larger company—and then, after convincing them and starting them 
on their mission, be finally disappeared at a closing s¢ance—held in a 
secret place on the hills. That was his real ascension—an ascension 
which, like his resurrection, spiritually understood, is a true symbol of 
our own ; and the whole value of both is destroyed when we make of 
them a resurrection and an ascension of ‘ flesh and bones.’ 

“ The honest truth is that the effort to exalt Jesus above Humanity 
has deprived Humanity of his special value: for, just in proportion as 
we have made him different, we have made him useless : and what we 
want now above all things is to get Jesus back into the human sphere, 
so as to vitally relate him to the great Human Brotherhood.” 

This is the outcome of the teaching of demons, who thus 
perpetuate the devil's lie. They do not deny the Scrip- 
tures, Ohno! but they wrest them to their own destruction, 
and to the destruction of those who still persist in believing 
the first great lie of the Serpent instead of the one truthof God. 
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REVIEWS. 
As this is the first number of our new volume, we pro- 
pose to make a slight change, and discontinue our Reviews. 
Our space is so prescribed that we feel sure it may be 
better filled, and our time so limited that it might be better 
employed. Moreover, there are no books (beyond the 
Bible) which are wholly correct, and few therefore that we 
can really commend. Neither is it a pleasant task to be 
pointing out what we believe to be error. We therefore 
hope that our readers will approve of our proposal to 
exclude Reviews, at any rate for the present, after noticing 
“those now on our hands. When we meet with any valuable 
and useful work, we will commend it without being 
requested to do so. 


MR. NEWTH’S PROPOSAL. 


DEAR MR. EDITOR AND CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 
My letter, which was kindly inserted last month, 
brought forth a hearty response, which enables me to 
announce substantial help- towards the Fund, or " Capital 
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quite overlooked. 


taste, but they may be. more harmful to the soul. 


Account,” which I proposed to create. I have received from 
W. B., £10; H.C, £5;H. W. F. £5; S. Fa £23 H.S.H. 
£22s.; H. G. M, £5; F. N, £5; D. S, £5; GS. W, 
£1; G. W. and H. T., £5, making in all £45 25° ` 

This is very encouraging, but what is more so is the 
kind letters which accompanied these gifts. I wish your 
space would’ allow some of these letters to appear in print. 
One friend makes an important suggestion, which I had 
It is this: that it was necessary to send 
a sum of jive pounds to be a participator in the pleasure of 
helping. Many, I am sure, will be pleased to spare a 
smaller amount, who could not contribute so freely as this. 
Their help will be equally welcome, remembering the Lord's 
commendation to one who could do but little, “She hath 
done what she could.” 

I am bold enough to make another suggestion, as the 
reply to my last has been so warmly agreed to. Can we 
not make a united effort 40 increase the circulation? I haye 
made the attempt as a trial. We all know some Christian 
friends interested in Scripture truth. Mention to them 
Things to Come. In this way I have found those who had 
never heard of it, and then have ordered it to be got for 
them, and expressed themselves pleased to hear of such 
a journal devoted to the exposition of the prophetic 
Scriptures. Up to the present, I can number five or six 
that have responded to my personal appeal. Now, if we 
make a little organized effort in this direction, it will be a 
material and ‘valuable help to the Editor. If the slips 
inserted in this copy were sent on to a friend, and returned 
with a subscription for one year, two purposes will be 
served. Encouragement on the one hand, and an indication 
as to the number of copies to be issued in the future. This 
month (July) is the first number of another volume. 

We must remember that Things to Come will not be 
indebted to those adventitious aids that some religious 
papers consent to, “to make them pay.” I am grateful to 
the Editor for this. How it would grate on the mind ta 
be reading something that stirs the heart, refreshes one’s 
soul, and the eye to be attracted to the large type of a 
coupon—giving the benefit to your survivors of five hundred 
pounds if a copy of the particular paper is found in your 
pocket on the recovery of your. body, should you be ina 
railway accident! Then it is sometimes the persuasive 
stimulus to higher spiritual life, closely followed in type 
very little altered, by another persuasive paragraph to fry 
somebody's soap. No doubt these insertions pay, but it is 
humiliating to see them. ie Ae 

The advertisements of do0ks may be less offensive to the 
And I 
take it that these are not to be considered as commended 
because they are advertised. E 

To me, the whole system savours more of the world and 
worldly ways to “make it pay.” We may—or rather, we 
should—thank God for freedom from such schemes, and 
praise Him for His gift to His church in one who ministers 
according to the ability God has given him from time to 
time through the medium of this paper, Things to Come. 


Oakleigh, E 
Grove Road, 
Sutton, Surrey. | 


Yours in willing service, 
FREDERICK NEWTH. 
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. train it, but we can never change it into “spirit.” 
. “flesh” (če. the old nature) can be made religious, yes, 


~ mined and altogether vanity. 


, andremains flesh, 
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RAISING THE MASSES.” 
To doso 


[l is always well for us to define our terms. 


is to settle many a question before the discussion of it 
commences. 


questions :— 
1, Who are the masses ? 
2. Where is it proposed to raise them ? 

Man’s thoughts, we know, are always opposite to God’s, 
and so are his ways. And man’s “thoughts” as to who 
the masses are, and his ‘ ways” as to raising them are 
alike opposed to God’s. 

Man considers the masses as consisting of only the low, 
the poor, and the degraded. He separates from these all 
the rest and calls them the “classes.” But it isnot so with 
God. God has concluded all under sin (Gal. iii. 22). 
“There is no difference, for all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God” (Romans iii. 22, 23). These 
are the masses. All who are without Christ, whether poor 
or rich, vile or refined, East-end or West-end: for the end of 


It is so with this, if we ask two simple 


“all is death and judgment for all who are not in Christ. 


God reveals to us that He created man in His own 
image, “in the likeness of God ” (Gen. v. 1), and then He 
immediately tells us, that after Adam had fallen, Adam 
“begat a son in his own likeness, after his ‘image ” (verse 
3). So that every living soul is a descendant of a fallen 
man, is begotten in Adam’s own likeness and after his image. 


. Every one is “‘shapen in iniquity and conceived in sin” 


(Psalm li. 5). And we are asked, “ Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean?” The old nature, the natural 
man is unclean, and destitute of all-good. “I know that 
in me (that is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing ” (Rom. 
vii. 18). Therefore, it follows of necessity, that if there is 
“ no good thing” 
be gotten out of him. Hence the Lord Jesus declares 
that “that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 
which is born of the spirit is spirit” (John iii. 8). Here is 
the great and solemn declaration as to the two natures. 

The flesh can never be changed into spirit. Itis flesh 
Hence all the talk about “a change: of 
heart,” of which we hear on every hand is unscriptural, and 
a vain delusion. Do what we will with the flesh it remains 
flesh, we can educate it, and cultivate it, and reform it, and 
The 


very religious, but religious flesh is not “ spirit.” 
The great and important fact is that man is totally 
Hence there must be "a 


new creation.” A new heart must be created and given. 


in any one by nature, no good thing can - 


_ methods. 


No. 2. 


1898. Vol. v. 


A new nature must be imparted. And the-only agencies 
which can effect this new. creation are the Spirit of se) 
and the Word of God. 

When people talk, therefore, about raising the masses, it 
is well to ask—Where are they to be raised ? They can 
never be raised beyond their first parent. There is some- ` 
thing, of course, in blood and breed. Animal and man can 
be raised in their several species, but not out of one into 
another. A negro could be raised as a negro, and could 
be educated as such, but he could not be raised into’ a 
European. And so` man’ cannot be raised. out of his. 
human species, s.e., he cannot be raised above his fallen 
head—Adam. 

What is more, God never mends an ald thing, He always 
creates a new thing. He is the Creator, not-a Repairer. 
His work does not consist in putting a new piece into an 
old garment (Matt. ix. 16). Whenever man has failed, God. 
has never made good the failure, but has always created a 
new thing, and made a new departure. 

When the first man failed, He set up “the second man” 
and made Him to be the head of a new creation. 

When the old earth failed, He did not remedy the evil, 
He destroyed it with a flood, and set up a new one with 
Noah to replenish it with a new race. . 

When the nations from Noah (Gen. x.) failed (Gen. xi.), 
He did not reform them, but created a new nation out of 
Abraham. ` 

When the Rulers, and Judges, and Kings failed, He did 
not mend human rule, but “set up ” His own King, Messiah, 
who in due time shall take unto Himself His great power 
and reign. i 

Ina word, regeneration is God’s ee in working, and 
not reformation. 

Hence to-day the best that man can propose for man is 
reformation, while God is content with nothing short of 
regeneration. f 
“A reformed character” is the end of all man’s efforts, 
but ‘a new creature ”—a new creation, is God’s workman: 
ship. 

We do not marvel when we see those who. are ignorant 
of God’s word, God’s ways, and God’s purposes, putting 
new pieces on the old garment, and seeking to raise man, 
to improve the old nature by human devices and modern 
Indeed, it is all they can do, and we are thank- 
ful for any improvement which makes life amongst those 
who are without God less intolerable. But it is sad indeed 


‘to see those who profess and call, themselves “‘ Christians ” 


deceived and deluded by ‘‘another gospel,” and engrossed 
in seeking to raise the masses by any means other than 
the gospel of the grace of God which He has given for 
this purpose, 

It is out of the heart that all evil proceeds (Matt, xv. 
17—20). It is from the old nature within that the stream 
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of evil rushes forth. In vain do philanthropists seek to 
stem that tide while the source is untouched. ‘They may 
dam the evil stream up here and there, but as fast as it is 
stopped up in one place it breaks forth in another. Again we 
say, lęt the world carry on such work, for it is all, and the best 
it can do. But let not those who profess to be God’s 
spokesmen and witnesses ally themselves with any such 
efforts, which practically deny the efficacy of the means 
which God has provided; practically confess that the 
Gospel has lost its ancient power, practically say that other 


means have been devised which accomplish the work 


more effectively. 

Sad, indeed, it is to see the Lord’s people joining hands 
with the ungodly, and practically telling them that they 
have lost faith in the truth and power of the Word and 
Gospel of God. . 

Oh that we might have faith to act as though we believed 
that God’s Gospel alone is able to raise the masses in the 
only true sense of the word. 

The Lord's way is to make poor before He maketh rich, 
to bring low before Helifteth up. It is not to make things 


pleasant,” which is man’s newest fashion! No, “The 
Lord killeth,” before “He maketh alive. He bringeth 
down to the grave” before He “bringeth up.” “He 


raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the 
beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and 
to make them inherit the throne of glory” (1 Samuel 
ii. 6-8). 

This is raising the masses, but it is done by the Word of 
the Lord. 

Oh that we might enter-into His purposes, and thoughts, 
and ways. All short of this is vanity. 

The new creation is not a mere change or improvement 
of the old nature, but the implanting of a new nature. 

It is not the old nature adorned and refined. It is not 
the flesh with its “corruptions and lusts,” educated and 
cultivated, but it is ‘the Divine nature” (2 Pet. i. 4), 
implanted with all its spiritual power and blessing. | 

It is not the old: Adam reformed or improved. It is not 
the old man made clean or temperate, or religious (for the 
flesh can be made very religious). But it is “a new 
creation,” the new nature, altogether new IN CHRIST 
JESUS (2 Cor. v. 17). 

This is the fundamental truth of the Word of God. It 
is the A.B.C. of Christian standing and position. Apart 
from this there can be no assurance of salvation ; no peace 
with God, no intelligence as to God’s Word; no true 
apprehension of the meaning or understanding of prophetic 
truth ; no right knowledge as to the means and end of 
Christian work and service; no real waiting for God’s Soh 
from Heaven to come and ‘! make all things new.” 


THE SALVATION OF GOD SENT UNTO THE 
GENTILES.. 18.) 
FTER the disciples at Ephesus had been separated 
from the synagogue, and when Paul’s ministry there 
- was about to be ended, he wrote the epistles to the 
Churches amongst the Gentiles. 


(Acts xxviii. 
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1 CORINTHIANS. 

He wrote to the saints at Corinth addressing them as 
“the Church of God, those sanctified in Christ,” 
no longer associated with Jerusalem, but ‘called to 
fellowship with the .Son of Cod” So he affirms 
his apostolic authority for the Gospel which he had 
preached among them, but not for his acts as 
a Jew. “Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
Gospel” (chap. i. 17). He reminds them that he had 
preached Christ in His separation from Jerusalem. “I 
determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and Him crucified.” Christ in His death. | He 
tells them of their union with Christ by the Holy Spirit. 
These are “the first principles” of the Church of God 
among the Gentiles: separation from Jerusalem by the 
cross of Christ, and union with Christ by the Holy Spirit. 
“Know ye not that your bodies are the members of 
Christ?” «“ He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” 
“ Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy 
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are 
not your own? For ye are bought with a price, therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are 
God's” (chap. vi. 15-20). 

In chap. xi., he instructs them in the truth concerning the 
Headship of Christ, and ‘in that and the three following 
chapters teaches them of their union as the One Body of 
Christ, and gives them directions for their conduct when 
come together into one place for worship. Thus an assembly , 
was set in order among the Gentiles as the Church of God, 
His dwelling place, “ the temple of the living God” 
(2 Cor. vi. 16), entirely separated from every Jewish associa- 
tion. For though the Church consisted of believers from 
among both Jews and Gentiles, they had-been baptized by 
the Lord Jesus with the Holy Spirit into One Body, where 
there is neither Jew nor Greek (1 Cor. xii. 3 and 13; Gal, 
iii. 27, 28 ; Col. iii. 11). 

2 CORINTHIANS. 

In 2 Cor. iii. Paul describes the ministry of the Gospel 
which he had received in contrast with the law: of Moses. 
“Our sufficiency is of God; who also hath made us able” 
ministers of the new covenant ; not of the letter (the law), 
but of the Spirit; for the letter (the law) killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth life.” The Gospel of the Grace of God is 
the ministration of the Spirit in contrast with the ministra- 
tion of death; and the ministration of righteousness in 
contrast with the ministration of condemnation. It is 
called “the Gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God” (chap. iv. 4), for by it God gives “ the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” 
in resurrection ; “raised by the glory of the Father.” * 

In chap. v., Paul commits to the Church of God the 
Gospel for the world ; it consists in the fact that ‘ Christ 
died and rose again” (ver. 15). ‘‘ Wherefore henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we. have 
known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we 
Him no more. Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new, and all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
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i= other Gospel, though some might’ pervert it. 


i acts as a Jew. 
© to Galatia (Acts xvi. 3), yet he writes to the Galatians, “ If ye 


“Thirdly, 


* Kingdom of God.” 
* angelic ministry to manifest in Jerusalem the authority and ! 


given to us the ministry of reconciliation ; to wit, that God 
was in Christ’ reconciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto. them ; and hath committed 
‘unto us the word of reconciliation. Now then we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech by us: 
we pray in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. For 
He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” 

Thus the Gospel committed to the Church of God 
among the Gentiles, to be proclaimed to the world, is not 
concerning Jesus as the man who “went about doing 
good,” nor as raised up to sit on the throne of David, nor 
to bring in’ the restitution of all things according 
to the prophets; although all these are true concern- 
ing Him; but it is concerning Jesus as the Man 
in whom dwells ‘all the fulness of the Godhead, 
and that Man made of God a sin-offering for the world, as 
proclaimed by John the Baptist; “the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world,” and declared by 
John the Apostle ‘‘the propitiation for our sins, and not 
for ours only, but also for the whole world.” 

GALATIANS. 

In the Epistle to the Galatians, Paul deals with the 
subject of circumcision on the same principle as he had 
dealt with the subject of baptism in 1 Cor. i. 16,17. He 
maintains in the most vigorous language the truth of the 
Gospel which he had preached to them, having received it 
by revelation from the Lord, and that there can be no 
On the 
other hand, he as emphatically forbids the imitation of his 
He had circumcised Timothy on his way 


be circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing” (chap. 


oy a). 


The object of this epistle is to separate them from all 
that they were visibly associated with when “he delivered 
to them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the 


„t apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem ” (Acts xvi. 4). 
“y First, as Gentile churches, the fruit of Paul’s ministry, they 
. were not under the apostleship of Peter (chap. ii. 7, 11-14). 
“o Secondly, as the spiritual seed” of Abraham by faith, 


they were not to follow the example of the assembly at 
Jerusalem, the. natural seed who were in bondage. 
they were to have no association with 
circumcision, which made its subject “a debtor to do the 
whole law” (chap. v. 3). 

Their life and blessing was spirit, not flesh. 

‘Their position and standing was in grace, not law. 

Their relationship was sonship and HED not servitude 
and bondage. ; 

As the sons of God by faith in Christ jsi they had 


, been baptized with One Spirit into One Body, where all are 
“ -one in Christ” (chap. iii. 26-28). 


But “the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of 


' Christ,” the fina] truth of the dispensation of “the Grace 


of God to the Gentiles,” was reserved for the epistles 
written from Rome after the Jews had finally rejected ‘the 
Peter was delivered out of prison by 
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power given to the seed of David ; Paul was delivered jnto 
prison to make known among the Gentiles the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, the Son of God, the sin-offering | for the 
world and the Head of His body, the Church, the One 
who suffered without the gate to sanctify, the people who 
are perfected through His one offering. 

In the Epistle to the 

“EPHESIANS, á 
-Paul states the spiritual character of the believer's blessing 
and standing in Christ in heaven. 


COLOSSIANS. 

In that to the Colossians he shows the practical applica- 
tion of those spiritual things to the saints as actually on 
earth, their perfection in Him. In the previous epistles 
Paul had shown the value of the resurrection of Christ in 
relation to His death upon the cross; in these epistles he 
speaks of the resurrection not only in-relation to His 
death upon the cross, but also in relation to His. burial in 
the grave. Thus completing the application of the three 
facts which he had preached in the Gospel; that Christ 
died for our sins, and that He was buried, and that He 
rose again the third day. That Christ, the seed of David, 
died, and that He rose again the third day, was “ accord- 
ing to the scriptures ” (1 Cor. xv. 3, 4), but that the Son of 
God, by whom all things were created, was buried, and 
that He was raised from the grave the Head of a New 
Creation, is “according to the revelation of the mystery ” 
(Rom. xvi. 25). This is the subject of the epistles to the 
Gentiles written from the prison at Rome. 

Paul repeatedly reminds the Ephesians that they were 
Gentiles, and that for their sakes he had become the 
prisoner of the Lord. They had been “ dead in trespasses 
and sins . . . . but God who is rich in mercy, for His great 
loye wherewith He loved us, even when we weredead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ (by’ grace ye are 
saved), and hath raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ.” The first principle 
of a believer’s standing before God is association with 
Christ in resurrection, risen in and with Him. 

They had been “ without Christ,” being “aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without God in the 


i world; but now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were 


afar off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For He 
is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken 
down the middle wall of partition; having abolished in 
His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments con- 
tained in ordinances ; for to make in Himself of twain, one 


| new man; so making peace, and that He might reconcile ' 


both unto God in one body by the cross.” ` 

The whole law of commanded ordinances is abolished i in 
the flesh of Christ, in whom both Jew and Gentile are one 
new man, reconciled. to God in One Body, and payne 
access to the Father in One Spirit.. 

In Luke xii. 49, 5% Jesus said, “ I am come to send fire 
on the earth . . ... but I have a baptism to be baptized 
with ; and how am at straitened till it is accomplished!” Its 
accomplishment is recorded in Eph. iv. 8, 9. The Lord’s 
action on the day of Pentecost is spoken of thus, “When 
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He ascended up on high, He led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men.” “ Tongues like as of fire sat upon 
each of the apostles ” (Acts ii. 3). “Now that He ascended, 
what is it but that He also descended first into the lower 
parts of the earth? He that descended .is the same also 
that ascended far above all heavens that He might fill all 
things.” No words could more plainly express the fact 
that the burial of Christ’ was the baptism that He was 
baptized. with before He ascended to baptize with the Holy 
Ghost and with fire, 
This fact is applied practically in the Epistle to the 
Colossians. It is by the Father that the believers have 
been “made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints'in light .. . . delivered from the power of darkness 
and translated into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the for- 
‘giveness of sins; who is the image of the invisible God, 
the first-born of every creature.” The Godhead of Christ is 
plainly stated. “ For by Him were all things created . 
all things were created by Him and for Him, and He. is 
before all things, and by Him all things consist. And He 
is the head of the body, the Church ; who is the beginning, 
the first-born from the dead.” This agrees with the Lord’s 
words to the Apostle John in Rev. i. 17, 18, ‘Iam the 
first and the last; I am the living one, and I became dead.” 
He by whom all things were made, is He who lay in the 
grave, and is now the head of His body, the Church. 
Paul (in Col. i. 25) speaks of the dispensation or 
stewardship given to him of God for the saints, ‘to whom 
God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ among you 
the hope of glory” (not now the hope of Isracl). Paul 
declares the object of his labour “to present every man 
perfected in Christ ” (chap. i. 28). 
In chap. ii. 8 he warns them “ tobeware lest any man spoil 
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition 
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ.” 
‘We know from Gal. iv. 3, that “the rudiments of the 
world” are thé Jewish ordinances which Paul had used 
while preaching in the synagogues “asa Jew to Jews”; 
for he had circumcised Timothy, and he had baptized at 
Corinth. He now takes up the whole subject of 
ordinances, . showing how the whole law concerning 
them has been abolished by Christ in His death, as he told 
the Ephesians (chap. ii. 15). He arranges them in three 
groups, thus :— 
First, Circumcision and baptism. 
Second. The feasts, new moons, Sabbath, &c. 
Third. The fasts, xc. Touch not, taste not, handle not. 
First Paul deals with Orpinances. He again asserts the 
Divine personality of Christ. “Forin Him dwelleth all 
the fulness of the Godhead bodily,” adding “and ye are 
complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and 
power.” He then speaks of the cross of Christ, where He 
put off the body of His flesh, as His circumcision, and of 
the burial of Christ as His baptism, as in Eph. iv. 9, and 
tells the saints that they have been circumcised in the 
circumcision of Christ (His cross), and buried with Him in , 
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His baptism (His burial), “in whom ye are risen together- 
through faith” ; therefore they are “ complete in Him," as 
regards those ordinances which have been fulfilled in’ Him, i 
“in the body of. His flesh,” for He is risen. from among ` 
the dead, a new man, no more known after the flesh, but the 
Head of a new creation. So that “if-any man bein 
Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are passed away, 
behold, all things are become new, and all, things or Gon ? 
(2 Cor. v. 17, 18). } 

Paul then speaks of the Jewish FEASTS. s Meat and 
drink, an holy: day, new moon, and the Sabbath.” ` These. 
are the shadow of future things, the Millennial Kingdom ; 
we Gentiles are not to be judged or esteemed by them, we 
are “ the body of Christ,” and are to be esteemed as such. 
-It was said of the Lord Jesus, ‘This man is not of God, 
because He keepeth not the Sabbath day.” We are to 
share His reproach, without the camp. ; 

Then he deals with the Fasts and the restraints of the 
law, all that is included within the. principle of ‘ Touch. 
not, taste not, handle not,” and asks, ‘‘ Wherefore if ye 
have died with Christ from the rudiments of the world, 
why, as though living in the world, are ye subject: to 
ordinances, after the commandments and eons of 
men?” 

The rudiments of the world are for those living in the 
world, not for those who have died with Christ and been 
buried with Him, and are risen with Him. It is for such 
to seek the things that are above, where Christ sitteth at the 
right hand of God (Col. iii.) 
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DISPENSATIONAL TRUTH oR, RIGHTLY | 


DIVIDING THE WORD.. 2 TIM. Il. 16. 

By Wituam. G. CARR, OF ROCHESTER,- NY; UȘA. 
[* these days of raultiplied helps to Bible study: none is 

more important .than the above plan,” which vill 
enable us to put the fruth in its right Place (2 Tim: ii. ig): 
The principles of truth are the same in all ages, | but appli: . 
cation necessarily varjes with time and ` circumstances. 
This exhortation of the Apostle Paul to Timothy indicates 
the need of diligent study, as well as the danger of wrong 
dividing the Word. -` 

We have a sure Word (2 Pet. i. 19), and a safe Teacher 
(1 John ii. 27), and by “ comparing spiritual things with. 
-spiritual” (1 Cor. ii. '13), we shall find that- the: book 
divides itself so'clearly that it needs ‘no human piepie 
tation (1 Jobn ii. 27). . 

There ‘are three ways of reading the Scriptures, “viz. 
the literal, the spiritual, and the dispensational. ‘The 
literal reader seeing only’ the letter, or surface, is gecupied 
with history, poetry, precept, and prophecy. 

The spiritual reader seeks to find the hidden or under: 
lying meaning contained in the types, figures, ilustrations 
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and ne vue. the dispensational reader, in addition. 
to these, finds help in divisions, epochs, or dispensations, 
The divisions into Old and New Testaments are clear to all. 
The Old tells us of the trial and exposure of man, while 
the New contains the revelation of the second Man Jesus 
Christ.. 

The people also are’ divided into three classes: Jew, 
Gentile, and Church of God, and if we would read under- 
standingly, we must learn to which of these classes the 
truthapplies. For instance: One-half of the Bible relates 
to Israel and cannot refer to the church. One-fourth of 
the book is prophetic, and prophecy’ is always connected 
with Israel and the nations. Many of these prophecies 
were literally- fulfilled at the first advent of our Lord and 
the remaining events will be as literally fulfilled at His 
second coming. Between these prophecies, some fulfilled 
and many awaiting fulfilment, the present, or church dis- 
pensation, comes in and is to be completed. Israel, Zion, 
and Jerusalem are local and connected with the earth and 
cannot refer to the church. 

As there were seven stages in the work of God in 
creation, so there are seven steps or dispensations in the 
work of redemption. ‘The six days of creation, crowned 
with man in the image of God, may find a counterpart in 
the 6,000 years of redemption, culminating in the likeness 
of His Son. 

SEVEN AGES OR DISPENSATIONS. 

First. The Edenic, or garden of Eden, in which man’s 
trial, failure, and expulsion are rapidly traced. 

Second. The Ante-diluvian, or days before the flood, 
when man, without law, became utterly corrupt and perished 
under the waters of judgment. 

Third. The Patriarchal, beginning with Abraham, 
separated from idolatry, and ending with Joseph, who 
through a life of suffering and trial, reached at last a throne 
of glory and became Ds bread- -giver and saviour of the 
world. 

Fourth. The iiie or age of law, began after the 
Exodus and continued until Christ, who becomes the “ End 
of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 

fifth. -The Messianic, including the life, ministry, death, 
resurrection, and ascension of our lord. 

Sixth, The Holy Spirit, or present dispensation, during 
which the Body, the church, is being gathered out by the 
‘preaching of the Word, and when complete will be caught 
‘up into heaven to meet her ascended Lord. 

Seventh. The Afillennial Age, or reign of peace. This 
will be ushered in by judgments on Israel and the nations 
after the church is gone. Prophecy will then be fulfilled, 
Satan will be bound and our Lord will set up His reign of 
1,000 years over the earth. ` 


THREE-FOLD DivisIoNn. 

Besides the many groups of seven in the Bible, there is 
a three:fold character very marked. As the growth of man 
is in successive stages of infancy, youth, and manhood, so 
it has been with the development of the race. 

Like children, man has needed to be taught, trained, and 
corrected, and the whole history of the race has been like 
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one great school of life. ‘ The times before Moses might 
be called the infancy of the world, under Moses the youth, 
and under the Holy Spirit, the age of manhood. The 
school represented by Moses would be the primary, the 
intermediate during the life of our Lord, ‘and the senior 
under the ministry of the Holy Spirit, —— ’ ` 

In the first school, law was the lesson to be learned, but 


“under-the teaching -of Jesus we have the refinement of 


law, or a combination of law and grace. Now, under the 


Holy Spirit the lessons are all of pure grace, and the 


Apostle Paul becomes the principal instrument of oe in 
His revelation to the church. 

The manner of teaehing varies. Jehovah in the old 
Testament revealing Himself in visions and dreams and 
object-lessons such as the tabernacle and the sacrifices. 

The instruction of our Lord was largely in the form of 
parables, or word- -pictures, so well adapted to the simple 
minds of His hearers, and for the transitional state throigh 
which they were passing. : 

The Pauline Epistles are mainly ‘occupied with doctrinal 
teaching and exhortations to believing saints; simple in 
their statements and yet so profound that the Apostle Peter 
speaks of them as “ hard to be understood,” and Paul hint 
self says that the “natural man discerneth them not, 
because they are spiritually discerned.” 

The revelation of the Deity has been in accord with the 
dispensations. ` In the Old Testament we have God in 
creation, Lord in government, Almighty in power, and 
Jehovah in His seven-fold character as revealed to Israel. 

In the Gospels Jesus is the central figure, as Son of Man 
in Luke, as Servant in Mark, as King of the Jews in 
Matthew, but as Son of God in the Gospel of John. 

In the Acts of the Holy Ghost, Peter in preaching to the 
Jew, speaks of Him as‘Son of man; Paul on the other 
hand, preaching to the Gentiles, speaks of Him as the Son 
of God. ` 

In ‘the Epistles, Christ (not Jesus) is the central theme, 
and the believer's position, privilege and possessions in Him. 

The ation occupies the largest part of history and 
prophecy in the Old Testament ; the é:agdom is the subject 
of the gospels ; while the Body or the church is addressed in 
the Epistles. Grouping together these facts we appear to 
have three grades or divisions in 


THE ScHooL or Gop. 


Divisions : Old Testament, Gospels, Epistles. 
Departments: — Primary, Intermediate, Senior. 
Teachers: Moses, Jesus, ` Paul.“ 
Age: .. Infancy, Youth, Manbood. 
Revelation : Father, ` Son, Holy Spirit. 
Style: Figure, Parabie, Doctrine. 
Person: Jehov: ah, Jesus, . Christ.” 
People: Jew, Jew & Gentile, Church.: 
Subjects : Nation, Kingdom, Body. 


With all this diversity of subjects, teachers, and people, 
there is a perfect unity and harmony in. the Scriptures and 
the one purpose, as well as one Author, is clearly seen. 

Christ everywhere is the substance, marrow, and soul of 
the Scriptures, the beginning, centre, and end of: the 
revelation of God. Moses wrote of Him, the Gospels 
reveal His blessed Person, and the Epistles tell of His 
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finished work on the cross, His present priesthood in heaven 
and His speedy return for. His waiting saints. 

The principles of truth are for all times and places, but 
precepts are only for the time in which they were spoken and 
for the persons to whom they were addressed. 

Interpretation is quite different from application. All 
Scripture belongs to us and is profitable, but must be 
properly applied. . 

For instance, Moses wrote and Jesus spoke primarily to 
the Jew, but Paul speaks to saints, the church of God. 

The ten commandments, the ceremonial law and the 
covenants, were clearly Jewish. Also the Sermon on the 
Mount, the Kingdom prayer and the Gospels generally 
were to the Jew ; but when we come to the Epistles we find 
truth directed to the church. Such blessed truths as the 
unity of the Body, our heavenly calling, what we have in 
Christ and the second coming of our Lord, are truths not 
revealed fully in the Old Testament or even in the Gospels, 
but are special revelations for special people, through an 
especial apostle. 

There are several verses in the Old Testament where 
both the first and second advents of our Lord are men- 
tioned ; there are others in the New that embrace all dis- 
pensations and include all classes. 

SUMMARY. 

The Old Testament is mainly occupied with Jsrael. 

The Prophecies are concerning Israel and the nations. 

The Gospels (first three) reveal Jesus to Israel as Son of 
Man. 

The Gospel of John reveals Jesus to all as Son of God. 

The Acts, first 12 chapters, Peter presenting Jesus to Jews. 

The Acts, 16 chapters, Paul’s ministry first to Jews, then 
to the Gentiles. 

The Pauline Epistles are directly to the Church of God. 
- The Epistle to the Hebrews was primarily to Hebrews. 

The Epistle of James to the twelve tribes. 

The Epistle of Peter to the Dispersion. 

The Book of Revelation to His servants, and concerning 
the Jew and the nations. 

With one Teacher and one Book all we need is to rightly 
divide the truth, giving all that belongs to “ Jew, Gentile, 
“or Church of God,” and the study of the Word will be an 
increasing delight to our own souls and through us a bless- 
ing to others. 
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We cannot bold ourselves responsible for every expression of the respective 
8 . Many things with which we may not wholly agree are inscrted as being 
either suggestive or worthy of consideration. 


“THE THINGS CONCERNING HIMSELF.” 
By Dr. Tuomas NEatby, of London. 
(4t the Liverpool Conference, November, 1895.) 


As UGHT not Christ to have suffered these things, and 
to enter into His glory? And beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, He expounded unto them in all the 


„şo that our subject is the title. 


scriptures the things concerning Himself” (Luke xxiv., 


26, 27). : ; 

It has sometimes been remarked that if we take one 
subject out of its connection we will make rather much of, 
that one subject. Now I claim, dear brethren, if we take 
all scripture we cannot make too much of the one subject. 
The blessed Lord, risen from the dead, expounded to His 
disciples in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself; 
The Word of God is there, 
and the coming of the Lord is the subject. The Word of God 
is one title of the Lord Jesus Christ—the great title: ‘it is 
the perfect revelation of God's thoughts. When God speaks, 
it is Christ is the essence. Then Christ is called the 
Messiah, and Israel—I do not know that the expression 
Israel is ever applied to any in the Word of God but the - 
literal Israel, the Jews, and the Lord Jesus—He is Israel. 
And then there is the coming wf Christ; first, to take the 
members of His body to Himself, and then to come with 
them and take His glory. ‘Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?” <All 
this is so harmonious in the Word of God, and so extensive, 
indeed, co-extensive with the scriptures, that we cannot 
exalt it to too high a degree. The best proof that it is the 


"Word of God is the Word of God itself. I should not think 


of trying to prove to you that the sun shines when you see 
it and feel it, when it illumines all creation. There might 
be evidences that could be brought to bear upon the 
question, but the question does not arise to an honest and 
sane mind. That this is the Word of God is clear from 
itself alone : everything outside agrees with it or bears it up. 
Men may bring all the arguments they like, but they cannot 
confound a truth that God has spoken. 


Now, take the Word of God, and see the testimony to 
the blessed Lord: In some passages you cannot tell whether 
the Spirit of God is speaking specially of the living Person 
of Christ, or whether He is speaking of the written word of 
God. You are all familiar with the passage in Hebrews: 
“The Word of God is quick ‘and powerful.” We cannot 
separate the written Word from the Living Word. If we 
had not the Word of God in the scriptures committed to us, 
if it is not the Word of God, then we have lost the person 
of Christ; and as the devil is the antagonist of the Lord 
Jesus Christ from the very first,.so his enmity against 
scripture is perfectly natural, for “they are they which testify 
of me,” says the Lord, speaking of scripture; and 
here He expounded to’ them in all the scripture’ the 
things concerning Himself. He is the blessed subject of 
all scripture. =s 


Right back ïn the garden of Eden we are told of a seed 
of the woman. You know who that is. “ The seed of the 
woman.” And why not of the man? Because He is noat 
the seed of the man; so the man is set aside forever. The 
head of the old creation is gone.’ This is a new creation, 
thank God for that, and it has a blessed head—the Man 
who died for you and me, who is risen from the. dead. 
“That holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God.” Andinthegenealogies given usin St. Luke, 
which some say, speaking a little carelessly, it is Christ 
traced up to Adam.’ Christ is not traced up to Adam’ He 
is traced through Adam to God. It ig the human nature, 
if you please, of the Lord Jesus Christ: but it is nof as if ` 
Adam were the head of the nation from which Christ came 
from the beginning, and was set aside. Christ was *‘ the seed 
of the woman who was to bruise the serpent’s head ; and. 
that passage might be traced all through scripture to the 
very end, and you will find again the testimony of it in 
Revelation. Trace it for yourselyes, and you will find how 
entirely scripture is one. 
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But another prophecy was that the Lord Jesus was to 
come of Israel. Moses said that He was to come who was 
to be like unto me—to come of Israel’s brethren, like unto 
me. We find that very clearly. The Lord Jesus not only 
the chief Jew, not only the very head of the Jews, but the 
coming Son of God in grace to Israel as one of themselves— 
the Messiah of Israel. He was to be the Redeemer. How 
blessedly He has made good those titles which He has 
taken—He is the Redeemer of our souls; He is the One 
who has avenged us of our adversary, and who promises 
that He will bruise Satan under our feet shortly. 

Notice in the eighth chapter of Luke how many mani- 
festations of the enemy you find there. He rebuked the 
winds. What does that mean? He saw someone behind 
theswinds, and He rebuked him. He stilled the wind, 
and rebuked Satan who was behind the winds. He was the 
Avenger ; and if you will follow it all through that chapter 
you will find the power of the enemy coming out four or 
five times in a very distinct manner, and Christ getting the 
victory. The Avenger, the Redeemer. There is no 
redemption without avenging; and God has graciously 
avenged us of our adversary. More than that, He has 
avenged Himself—vindicated His own honour and glory, 
and magnified Himself above all His enemies in the person 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. There was the promise that 
“thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little amongst 
the thousands of Israel, yet out of thee shall He come unto 
Me who shall be ruler in Israel.” You know who that is? 
The Lord Jesus. He came, just as God had told hundreds 
of years before; He came forth from Jehovah when He was 
born a babe in Bethlehem, and that makes Bethlehem not 
little indeed amongst the thousands of Judah. 

Then, again, there is a promise in Zechariah; and a 
comparison of the two will show something we which may 
well observe. The prophecy*I quoted from’ Micah was 
fulfilled at the Lord’s birth; the prophecy in Zechariah was 
fulfilled just before He was crucified. “ Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Jerusalem; behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee.” He came forth unto them Jehovah ; now He cometh 
unto them He is just and having salvation; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass, upon a colt—the foal of an ass.” 
Everyone received Him; everyone seemed ready with 
acclamations, their garments were strewed on the road, 
palm trees were cut down, and they cried, “ Hosanna, 
blessed is He that cometh in the name of Jehovah.” 
Thank God it will be true one day, it will be re-enacted, it 
will be from the lips of a repentant Israel—“ Blessed is He 
that cometh in thé name of the Lord”; and it will be in 
the same city that resounded with “ His blood be onus 
and on our children.” What a glad Hosanna when they 
have looked upon Him whom they have pierced! The 
paschal lamb speaks of the Lord Jesus Christ. Every one 
of these types 1s from the mind and heart of God, marking 
with infinite precision something of the great sacrifice of 
the Lord Jesus quite distinct from the other. The burnt 
offering, the sin: offering, the trespass offering, the peace 
offering—how perfectly they set forth the worth of the Lord 
Jesus either towards God, or towards the sinner; either as 
to meeting the sinner’s need, or as to the glory of God. 
We very often think of them chiefly as regards our need ;- 
but the first thought of God and the Lord Jesus Christ was 
the claims of God which had been trampled underfoot of 
man in this world. Angels, principalities and powers had 
seen that name which is everything to them, trampled 
underfoot jn this world; and now, thank God, Christ 
comes, the burnt offering, and He accomplishes redemp- 
tion as it is good in the sight of God. “Lo, I come, in 
the volume of the book itis written of Me.” Sacrifice and 
offering had not done the will of God.. The Lord Jesus 
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came and did it. That will is done—“ By which will we 
are sanctified.” It was God’s will that His blessed Son 
should bear sin in His body on the tree, and He has done 
that will that He should be glorified in all His character, 
by man—a God-man. So the Lord says, “now is the Son 
of Man glorified,” and God is glorified in Him. That is 
the true burnt offering—the sin offering for man’s 
need. z l 

We are told also in Zechariah of the shepherd 
being smitten and the sheep being scattered. How 
fully that was accomplished everyone knows. We- 
read a few verses before this of the Judge of Israel 
being smitten upon the cheek, and we have the 
account of it in so many words, in the gospel, of the 
Judge of Israel being literally smitten on the cheek. The 
prophet spoke of His being “numbered with the, trans- 
gressors”; and there the Son of God hung between two 
thieves. God knew. it from the first. ‘Whom being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and with wicked hands have crucified 
and slain.” The Lord of glory—that Blessed One. ` Who 
could have conceived it? The Holy One of God numbered 
with the transgressors. You and I have heard by faith, 
“ Father, forgive them ; they know not what they do.” Oh 
may these things never be to us merely so many fulfilments 
of prophecy—may they always be so inany links binding 
our heart to Christ. 

He says in Isaiah, “I gave My back to the smiter, and 
My cheeks to them that plucked off the hair.” And did 
not Pilate give Him up, not only to be crucified, but to be 
scourged. ‘I hid not My face from shame and spitting.” 
And there before His cross is fulfilled what the Psalmist 
spoke of then—‘ They part My garments among them, 
and cast lots upon My vesture.” The hardness and 
callousness of man has reached a terrible point—they are 
casting lots whilst the Saviour is suffering. They would 
not have done it unless He had permitted it. And did 
not the high priests in their long rabes cast in the 
Saviour’s teeth what the thief cast in His teeth—“ If 
Thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross ’'? 
And then the bitterest cry that ever rose from this earth, 
was told by David long, long years before: “* My God! 
My God! Why hast Thou forsaken Me? ” 

In the midst of thick darkness the Lord Jesus was 
abandoned by a righteous God, that He might not have 
to abandon you and me. It was the will of God that we 
should not be forsaken. What can I render to my blessed 


- God? 


I might go-on a long time, but the Word of God is 
just the solid rock upon which we stand. The Higher 
Criticism has beaten against that Rock to its own destruction. 
It cannot touch it. God has spoken in grace and in 
righteousness—making grace to reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord; and what God 
has spoken is His Word. First of all, the person of Christ, 
and then the Word of God, quick and powerful, sharper ° 
than any two-edged sword, where everything is in its true 


“place; where Israel has her place, ang where: the- 


church has its place, the one never interfering with the 
other. oa l l 

In the days of Malachi they were waiting. “They that 
feared the Lord spake often one to another.” , 

O beloved, the reason I love to speak of Him is twofold. 
It is for the joy it is to me to meditate upon Him and His 
coming again ; and it is that I may in some measure induce 
you, my brethren, to talk with me on His blessed coming, 
that He may find a people waiting for Him when He comes 
again. God grant that it may be so increasingly with 
us, for His Name’s sake. ` 
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Questions and Answers. 
a > . 
Question No. 181. 
C. D., London. ‘Will you please explain 1 Tim. iv. 10: ‘Who is 


the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe’?” 


The answer is that the word “alt” must mean either all 
without exception, or all without distinction. That it'cannot 
mean the former is clear, because that would be 
universal salvation, and we see and know that this is 
not the case. Therefore it must “mean the latter. And 
that this is so is clear from the consideration of the fact 
that before the Cross salvation and blessing were for 
Israel alone. 
the Altar and the Sacrifice. But on the rejection of Christ 
of whom. they testified—that distinction was done away 
in Christ—and now these’spiritual blessings are no longer 
confined to Israel. The stream is no longer confined : but 
it flows out to all zzthout distinction of race or nation or 
tongue. Before the Cross, God's love was declared to be 
for Israel (Deut. xxxiii. 3; Hos. xi. 1, etc.), but now “God 
so loved the world,” i.e., without distinction-—not without 
exception. 

Now, ‘God will have all men (without distinction) to be 
saved ” (1 Tim. ii. 4). Before the Cross “ Salvation was of 
(i.e., belonged to) the Jews” (John iy. 22). 

At the Cross, Christ “gave Himself a ransom for all 
(without distinction). Before the Cross the sacrifice was 
only for Israel. 

“1,” said Christ, “if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto Me.” Well, He has been lifted up. But are all men 
drawn unto Him? Yes, wrthout drstinctivn, but no, not 
without exception. 

And the distinction now is not of birth or race, but of 
Jaith: “specially of those that believe.” 

The word “Saviour,” however, in 1 Tim. iv. 10 is used 
in a general sense of-‘‘God” as being the Creator and 
Preserver of men as such (asin Job vii. 20; Judges 
iii. 9; Neh. ix. 27): and not of Christ, who is the Saviour 
of “ His people ” (Matt. i. 21). . 


QUESTION No. 182. 

T. w, Battersea. ‘‘T cannot find any sanction for the word ‘ startle i 
many nationsin Isa. lii. 15, R.V. The word TJ Nazah, sprinkle 
in A.V., has no such sense as ‘startle ‘ according to Fuerst.’ 

We are not concerned to defend the R.v. We must go 

` to the root of the whole matter. There is no doubt what- 

ever that the primitive meaning of P1) is 7o leap, to leap out ; 
hence, of liquids, - fo spurt out as blood (Lev. vi. 27; 
2 Kings ix. 33; Isa. lxii. 3). But people cannot spurt out 
or be spurted out, consequently we must use a word which 
is correspondingly appropriate, f.e., fo leup for joy, exult, 
applying to people the action and appearance of the liquid 
—sparkling or flying out. 

Here the verb is in the Æiphii, and means fo eause what- 
ever the verb means. Now, we cannot say, “So shall He 
cause to sprinkle many natians,” but we can say, ‘So shall 
He cause many nations to wonder or admire, or to exult or 


Israel alone had the Law and the Scripture, . 


———— 


leap for joy.” For this is exactly what the contrast is here. 
AS many were “astonished " at the depth of His humila- 
tion, SO’ shall many nations be astonished at what they 
shall see and hear concerning His exaltation. . Thig is the 
scope of the passage. For this scope we must always look, 
and in harmony with it must we always interpret. ` Ipi ig hot 


“so much a question of the meaning of words, as: stich, 


but of the scope, of the passage which gives: the ‘words 
their true meaning, ‘colouring and sense. =o 


The Translators of the Septuagint rendered, ‘he qai. 
Buvpasovra: (thaumasantai), they shall admire, i. @, So shall 
many nations admire Him,” which exactly agrees vih, Zhak 
we have said above. 


Indeed, the scope may be enlarged, for the structure “of 
the passage, Isa. Jil. 13 to lili. 12, is designed to exhibit and 
emphasise this great contrast between. une despising and. the 
admiration, © = 2 7i- 7 ae Sele ie 


There are fifteen verses. Five times r, or three. times. 
five. The fve speaking of grace, and the saree peling y us = 
its divine origin and perfection. 

The first three verses correspond with ihe last he ‘and 
have the same subject. In the first (A) we have the Divine 
counsels in prophecy. In the last (.4) we have the same in: 
fulfilment, the whole statement from’ the beginning to the 
end; while in the three other members we have the’ 
working out of these counsels, and in the central member of 
all we have the great central truth enshrined as to what ° was 
the meaning of it all for Himself and His people. H 


A | li. 13-15. The Divine counsels as to Messiah, in: 
prophecy as to His person, 13, His work, T4 ‘and its 
results, 15. 

B | lii.. 1-3. Man’s rejection of Him. Its cause, 


C | liii. 4-6. The Divine purpose in His rejection,” 
and the meaning of His sufferings. 


B | liii. 7-9. His rejection by man. Its nature. 
A | liii..10-12. The Divine counsels as to Messiah in 
fulfilment. Their outcome in blessing and glory. 


Now it will be seen at once that lii, 1 s (A) mustcorrespond 
with liii. 11,12 (4); and the subject of both members is ‘one: 
and the same, viz,, “the sufferings of Christ and the glory - 
that should follow.”. “Sprinkle” therefore is meaningless’ 
in this connection, as well as being out or all harmony with 
the rest of the verse, ` LETSA te 

There is a further reference in het ave meinbeis, to he 
five books of the Law. : 5 : 


A | Genesis. The seed-plot of the whole le (especially ii iii. ish : 
B | Exodus, The rejection foreshadowed * in’ the 

{rejection of Moses. /, r i = l ps 

C | Leviticus. The great offering itself. a, 
B | Numbers. The trial of the perfect. servant in the" 
wilderness. no Aa 


A | Deuteronomy. The outcome of the Divine rere . 
at t 


in blessing for them and for Israel. ee Ae E 
T'he patient and diligent student can work out this. inter: 
relation, for there is much more in it than PPE oe, g ` 
surface. 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


danleuntemlaualentiantes ater 
ly Bible Sfudy. F 
3 . NE eee CaN 

“ALL THINGS" IN ROM. VIN. 

1;, THE BELIEVER’S PERSUASION: 
“ALL THINGS WORK TOGETHER FOR GOOD” Rom. viii. 28. 

2. THE BELIEVER’S RICHES: 
“WITH HIM... ALL THINGS” , 

3. THE BELIEVER’S VICTORY: 
“IN ALL THESE THINGS MORE THAN CONQUERORS " 
Rom. viii. 37. 
T. GEORGE. 


w 


Rom. viii. 32. 


Christ Church Lodge, Bromley, Kent. 
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AS AS AS AS AS ZS AS AS Ae AS AS F AS AS AS AS S OR 
JEWISH SIGNS. 


THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT. 


THE BASLE’ CONGRESS. 

With the approach of the period for the holding of the 
next Congress, considerable interest is being. displayed in 
Zionist circles. The Russian Zionists will hold a prelimin- 
ary conference, which will discuss every point on the pro- 
gramme of the Congress, and give the necessary instructions 
to their delegates. . The decisions of the preliminary Con- 
ference will be binding on the delegates from Russia, 
except in matters of importance in regard to which they 
may find it desirable to modify their mandate. ‘There will 
also be a preliminary Conference at: Basle on Friday, 
August 26th, two days before the Congress. Colonisation 
Societies will then decide on the form in which they can 
co-operate with the Executive Committee. .Only important 
principles will be considered at this Conference, before 
which the Executive Committee will lay its proposals. 

_M. Frederic Beer, a Parisian sculptor, has prepared a 


commemorative medal of the coming Congress at the- 


request of the Executive Committee: The obverse shows 
a symbolical . group, and the reverse contains a Biblical 
saying, selected by the preliminary ‘Conference at Vienna. 


THE CHOVEVI ZION ASSOCIATION AND THE FEDERATION 
SCHEME. 


The Headquarters Tent of the Chovevi Zion Association 
has adopted the English Zionist Federation scheme. 


THE ZIONIST FEDERATION. 


The Committee appointed by the recent London Zionist 
Conference: has now issued its Report. with the Code of 
proposed Rules to govern the Federation that was decided 
upon by the Conference as follows :— 

(a) The fostering of the national idea in, Israel. 


(b) The acquisition of a legally safe-guarded home in Palestine for 


the Jewish people. 
(c) The supporting of existing colonics and the founding of new 
' | colonies by placing as many Jews as possible living in Palestine 
as settlers on the land, and encouraging, guiding and assisting 
new settlers anxious to establish colonies, or any handicrafts, 
industries or urts in Palestine. 
(d) The study of Hebrew literature and tbe use of Hebrew as a living 


. language. 
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The administration-is vested in a Central Committee, . 
elected by the federated bodies from which an Execulive , 
Committee will be elected. - The practical work that the 
Federation proposes to undertake is foreshadowed in Clause: 
10, which reads as follows: “That the Executive Com: - 
mittee shall be the medium of communication between the 
English Zionists affiliated to the Federation and the Zionists 
of ‘other countries.. They shall advise on the steps neces- 
sary for the furtherance of the general movement, and adopt 
such means as may be approved for carrying into effect the 


- resolutions adopted by the International Zionist Congresses 


held from time to time. “They shall also initiate, in’ con: 

nection with the various objects of the Federation, 

propaganda, which shall partake of one common character 

throughout all the federated ‘bodies.” . Funds are provided 

by each of the federating Societies. eat R 
TURKEY AND THE JEWS. 

“In the course of its annual report, the dé/iance /sraclite Universelle - 
remarks: ‘ There is probably nota single country in Europe where the 
Jews enjoy wider and more complete tolerance than in Turkey, and 
greater goodwill on the part of the authorities. The Government of 
the Sultan is aware’of and appreciates their patriotism; they had 
proofs of this in the late Turco-Greek war.’ The broad-miadedness of 
the Turkish Government in respect of the Jews has, indeed, received 
striking and frequent exemplification. There is a very large Jewish 
population under the Sultan's rule, 120,000 in Turkey in Europe and 
150,000 in Turkey in Asia; yet the Sultan is not pones 5 the 
haunting fear of the Jewish peril. On the contrary, he avails himself 
to the fullest extent of the abilities of his Jewish subjects, promoting 
them to important positions in the military: forces and in his own 
hoysehold. The head “of the naval medical service is a Jew; so are 
the chief interpreter to the Porte and the Sultan’s' own qculist. The 
Sultan’s benevolent attitude is frequently attested by his interest in 
Jewish charities and benefactions to the Jewish poor; and, as is well- 
known, two of the American Ministers to Turkey have been Jews, one 
of whom, Mr. Oscar Straus (by the way, just re-appointed) humorously 
remarked on his difficulties in holding the balance. between the 
antipatbies of the Christian churches and the ambitions of Christian . 
powers at Constantinople. That principles of religious freedom should 
thus find exemplification in their purest form at the hands of the 
Ottoman ruler—that much-denounced monster of misgovernment—is 
likely greatly to perplex the historian of the nineteenth century. ''— 
Jewish Chronicle. g . 


TURKISH TOLERATION AND PALESTINE. 


“ The Ottoman Empire has yielded its ground to external pressure, 
but its shrinkage has, in more than onc case, been coincident with a 
contraction rather than an expansion of the area of liberty. True, 
Servia is magnanimous tq its Jewish subjects. But Roumania has 
‘broken its owa chains only to rivet them on some of the least offensive 
of its own people. Its treatment of its Hebrew population is a gtulti- _ 
fication of those powers which championed its cause in the interests of- 
freedom, and in striking contrast to the action of the Sultan. . Then, 
again, Greece’s alleged blow for Cretan liberty was accompanied by a. 
wave of anti-Semitism, as our report last week of the Thessaban 
evacuation showed. The imminence, too, of Russian predominance 
in Bulgaria is a direct menace to the Jewsin that Principality, All the, 
greater, therefore, must be our regret that the Turkish authorities 
should be frightened into interference with the free immigration of 
Jews into Palestine. It is a desirable thing that there should be an 
‘open door’ into Zion, but the Sultan is a sovereign and independent 

wer, and his goodwill will not be conciliated by imprudent ‘and 
intemperate language. Some advantage may be derived from the 
Sultan’s action if it teaches Zionists nearer home the imperative 
necessity of so guarding their language and action as to avoid the 
raising of a Jewish question in Turkey. ”—/ewish Chronicle, 


ARGENTINA IS NOT PALESTINE! |. ~ 

THE RETURN OF COLONISTS FROM ARGENTINA. 
The return of 134 colonists from the Argentine to 
Kherson has created a great sensation, not only among 
Jews, but in Russia generally, and many newspapers devote 
long articles to the subject. The May number of Suvorin’s 
monthly A‘storical Review, contains a long contribytion 
from the well-known writer, Bassanin, who ‘has made 
himself personally acquainted with the condition: of the 
colonies in Argentina. He praises the Jewish’ agricultural 
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labourers, and believes that the reason for the unsatisfactory 
results lies in the circumstance that the colonists do not at 
once become proprictors of the land they cultivate. “ When 
a labourer has no prospect of becoming owner of the 
ground he tills, when he knows that everything, cattle and 
implements, belongs not to him, but to the administration, 
whose debtor he must always remain, then he must lose all 
inclination for work.” The Movoje Wremja expresses the 
opinion that the return of Jewish colonists from South 
America cannot but accentuate the Jewish question, as its 
solution can no longer be looked for in emigration. 

The Jewish papers are very much concerned at the news. 
The Voschod publishes a strongly-worded leading article, in 
which it calls upon the St. Petersburg Central Committee 
of the Jewish Colonisation Association to tell the Jewish 
public at last the whole truth about what has occurred in 
the Argentine Colonies, It must be stated that for the 
last three years the Committee has published no report or 
given the slightest information whatsoever. 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 
THE CHURCH OF ‘THE FUTURE. 
The following has the true anti-Christian ring about it, 
and contains the principles which are rapidly and steadily 
advancing. It is from a Boston.(U.S.A.) newspaper report 


of a recent sermon ! and is displayed in bold type, as worthy 
of what is considered its importance. It is headed: 


THE COMING CHURCH: WHAT IT OUGHT TO BE! 


“In the first place, the basis of fellowship should have no ecclesi- 
astical or doctrinal test, nor any barriers arising from formal affiliations. 
‘t Jews and Gentiles, barbarians and Scythians, bond and free,’ agnostics, 
Spiritualists, materialists, and people holding every intellectual theory 
under the sun, SRO be able to be conscientious members of a 
righteous church. Fellowship will be based upon the unity of the 
race. The religions of the past have all grown out of humanity, and as 
one of our poets says, they may grow out of us still. There should be 
no test as to attainment of character, but only of purpose. 

“In the second place, the form of organisation should vary in differing 
communities and circumstances. The administration should be 
thoroughly democratic. The initiative and referendum and imperative 
mandate should be put in practical operation, both because of their 
reasonableness and on account of the possible training for their use in 
the politics of the near future. 

“In the third place, the mission of the church should include the 
utterance of a message and the most practical service. The message 
is simply the word of faith that this is a good race in a good world in a 


- good universe ; the message of hope that all things must change for the 


better, not necessarily in essential character, but in outward conditions 
and attainments; tbe message of love as the key to all problems, 
philosophical, scientific, theological, and practical ; and the revelation 
of the mysteries of earth and heaven. 

“Ido not mean that the church shculd ever become identical with 
the state. The time was when the church was the state and the 
school, and controlled all educational and cleemosynary institutions. 
As has been well said, a part of the work of the church is done when 
the state assumes such service, but it is the business of the church to 
have a general concern for the well-being of humanity, and to make 
the state too holy to tolerate any wrong. “4 

“ So, too, in her relationship to industry and commerce, it is her 
business hopefully, patiently, wisely, to discover the laws of human 
intercourse in material things. Believing in the progress and the 
universal author of the law of love, she should see which way the 
world is going, know where it is now, and what the next step to be 
taken should be. She must insist upon her economics being founded 
on justice. In education she will set herself to banish ignorance. She 
will cause Boston to blush on account of such imperfection in her 
system of public education as makes possible the existence of private 
schools fur the wealthy and exclusive. She will be the inspiration for 
truer character-building in the training of the young. She will see 
that there is better care for the poor, insist upon the enlightened 
treatment of the insane and all other unfortunates, regenerate the 
criminal and civilize the prison. She will promote the truest brotherly 
relationship of the employer and employed.” 


No! jt is not for the increase of sin and crime and moral 
In these respects the 
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world may apparently become “better.” It is in the 
“religious” sphere in which we are to look for the real 
corruption ! for (as Dr. Anderson has so well shown) Satan 
is the god of this world’s religion, and not of its crimes and 
immoralities. And sucha “sign” as that given aboye is 
the best evidence we can have as to the truth of this 


assertion > an ao 
“AN ECCLESIASTICAL. DRAMA. 
“ The Clergy as Actors.” 

Such ıs the heading of an article in The Daily Telegraph 
describing the performances at Canterbury of an Ecclesias- 
tical Drama entitled ‘‘ The Conversion of England.” | 
. “The play was given in compliance with a suggestion. to Dean 
Farrar by the late Archbishop Benson, and as part of the celebra- 
tion of the thirteenth centenary of St. Augustine’s landing. in 
England.- A : an 

‘All the characters were played with much earnestness. The 


ecclesiastical roles were filled by clergy, whilst all taking: part 
in it are described as prominent Churchmen in the locality.” ' 


Yes, it was the “ conversion of England ” that was acted, 
and this is what it has all cometo. It is only “a play,” The 
reality is the fact that igis not England which has been con- 
verted, to Christianity, du? tke Church which has been con- 
verted to the stage} “For it was an Archbishop (Augustine’s 
successor) who originated the idea, it isa Dean that carries it 
out, Clergy are the actors, and a cathedral is the recipient of 
the profits—“if any.” Can “Christianity ” so-called: sink 
much lower ? 

.“ MODERNITY” IN RELIGION. 


The Daily Afai, amongst its ‘ Typical Churches,” 
recently gave an account of Mr. Aked’s Church in Liverpool 
(Pembroke Chapel). ‘The interviewer writes :— 

THE NOTE OF f MODERNITY’ 

was exceedingly noticeable. My mind had been attuned to this by. 
two of the hymns, one being Matthew Arnold’s ‘Calm Soul of All 

Things,’ and the other some verses by Frances Power Cobbe. After, 
this these was nothing remarkable in the fact that the second lesson 

was Dr. Washington Gladden’s ‘ Ultima Veritas.’ The subject of the 

sermon was announced as ‘The Romanist Doctrine of Purgatory and 

some Christian Theories of the Intermediate State.’ It was the last of 
three sermons on Dr. Horton’s book, ‘England’s Danger.’ The 

chapel was packed to suffocation, and the congregation listened with 

the closest interest for more than an hour. 

“There was laughter, loud and unrestrained, while the preacher read 
from Dr. Horton a passage about a, ‘raflle for’ souls’ in Mexico, and 
then the most solemn hush while he spoke of what he called a ‘real 
hell’ It was clear that while to the preacher ‘the old conceptions of 
future punishment were vulgar and absurd,’ he was far fram dogmatising . 
in favour of universalism, and that, though he was inclined to ‘faintly ~ 
trust to larger hope,’ his mind had been strongly influenced by the 
doctrine that ‘character tends to permanence.: After a cleverly 
elaborated argument, suggested by a passage in Mr. Gladstone's. 
‘ Studies Subsidiary to Bishop Butler,’ the preacher went on—bis text 
had been ‘Our God is a consuming fire’—to show that among the 
functions of fire were ‘to melt and to purify,’ and -that love can only 
punish to purify. ‘Tell,’ he said, ‘itself is an expression of the love 
of God, and deep down in the lowest depths of the nethermost hell the 
love of God goes blazing and consuming on.', : 

‘UAS FOR THR EVENING SERVICES,’ , 
said Mr. Aked, ‘J hardly know how to describe them; you can judge 
for yourself. : 

*** Tere are a few of therecent subjects I have dealt with :—*' Ruskin’s 
Religious Reading of Tennyson’s ‘Come into the Garden, Maud'”; 
“A Ballad of Reading Gaol"; '*The United States and the Cuban 
Question” ; Lowell’s ‘ Without and Within” ; Burne Jones’ picture, 
“The Vampire” and Rudyard Kipling’s ‘‘Recessional”; ‘The. 
Rizpah of the Old Testament and the” Rizpah of Tennyson"; while 
such books as Mark Twain’s “Joan of Arc" ; Zola’s ‘* Lourdes” and 
“Rome”; Hall Caine’s ‘ Christian”; and, by way of contrast, Dr. 
Lyman Abbott’s ‘t Theology of an Evolutionist,” form the ‘text "' of `- 
the evening sermon as they appear’ ” 7 > ; a 

n 


“THE SPIRITUAL REGENERATION OF MAN. 
This is the title of a series of articles in a Spiritist ` 


journal. And indeed it is the subject of “The Inaugural 
Address to the Members and Friends of the -~ ar: 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


i SPIRITUAL REGENERATION SOCIETY.” 
_—So closely does Spiritism travesty Christianity. 
The speaker.asks :— ‘ 
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“Who are the inhabitants of the spirit world? To the initiated | 


there is no doubt but that they are those who were once the embodied 
inhabitants of the earth.” 

But those who are initiated into the Word of God by the 
Holy Spirit know that this is a lie. They know that these 
are evil angels and “ doctrines of demons.” 

“That many people lead exemplary lives we all know, but the 
majority leave their bodies while they are lovers of strong drink, 
riotous eaters of the flesh of their non-human fellow creatures, com- 
mercial rogues and swindlers, vivisectors, liars, slanderers, and lovers 

‘of secret sinse Recognising that itis we who people the spirit-world 
and pass in the twinkling of an eye from this sphere into that, what 
reason have we to expect that an intercourse with spirits should be an 
intercourse with anything better or worse than ourselves? If the spirit 
world is to be filled with saintly spirits we must ourselves become saints, 
that is, spiritually regenerated. 

' THE TRUE IMPORTANCE OF THE RODY 
here becomes manifest. And when we know that the eating of flesh 
is not only unnecessary to the maintenance of health, strengt, and 
longevity, but the reverse, it becomes a form of idle and vicious cruelty 
for which we shall certainly be held reponsible." 

Here is the true “ forbidding to eat and the commanding 
to abstain from meats,” of which the Spirit ‘speaks 
expressly ” (1 Tim. iv. 1-2). 
` The upshot and outcome of all this demoniacal teaching 
is “ Be good ; abstain from this and from that, be pure, and 
thus become spiritually regenerate.” Spiritists have now 
discovered that the ‘‘spirit-world” (so called) needs 
improvement ! and that improvement must begin here. 

“So far as the senses are unperverted, or purified by spiritual 
regeneration, is the spirit unattracted to this earth, but when the senses 
are perverted and are unable to gratify themselves in spirit-life, such 
spirits will beg, borrow or steal a living body, which they obsess so 
that they can gratify their sensual cravings. And this is the foundation 

` of many of our spiritualistic manifestations, and accounts for the fact 
that some of our spirit mediums are of so unspiritual a nature.” 

The article concludes with this awful statement :— 

“If there were no vice on this earth among men, if all died having 
accomplished their mission to the full, it is obyious that none of us 
would be earth or sense-bound, but that we should pass on at once to 
a far higher condition than those who now remain here, in spirit-life, 
for the purpose of completing the object of their existence. Could all 
be induced to do this the whole tone of Spiritualism would be raised to 
a higher platform, and there is no doubt that we should get from the 
spirit-world help, information, and guidance of a class higher than any 
-with wbich we are at pee acquainted. Surely there can be no 

‘grander_or higher work on earth than the physical and spiritual 
regeneration of man. Let us, then, all do our utmost to help each 
other to thus bring God's kingdom of heaven on earth,” 

These indeed are. among the ‘‘things to come,” of 
which the Holy Spirit has forewarned us. And being 
forewarned ourselves, we ought to warn others against the 
Satanic origin of the whole movement, and against the 
holding of any doctrines which make them look to 
Spiritism for a support which they fail to find in the Word 
of God. 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 
-SPIRITISTS IN CONGRESS. 


The International Congress of Spiritists has come.and 
gone. All the many papers, addresses and speeches 
culminated in various expressions of the great anti- 
Christian lies—parts of “the lie” to which all will by-and- 
bye be given over. We may give some by way of warning, 
merely remarking that they are all in direct and absolute 
opposition and flat contradiction to the Word of God. 
Let us beware how we in any way foster the lie. 

1, The universe is on a spiritual and ethical basis. 

2. That death is not death. 

3. That life is what is final and not death. (Page 


Hopps.) 
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4. That “there is no religion higher than goodness of 
life, justice, honesty, mercy, tender sympathy with the poor 
and afilicted, brotherly love, kindness, and charity to all 
men.” (Dawson Rogers, the President.) -` 
5. The great proclamation was “ the fatherhood of 
God, and the brotherhood | of man.” (Peebles, of 


California.) 


6. By the agency of the Spiritualistic Movement, they 
had an instrument by which they could spiritualize the 
lives of men and renew the secret potency of the creeds of 


- all the Churches. 


They had given to them by those who had lived on 
both sides of the grave, the key to the enigma of the 
world. . . . . They were, in short, in a very 
distinctive. manner, the recipients of a new revelation. 
What was their faith? It was the faith com: 
mitted to the saints in all ages, by keeping hold of which, 
indeed, saints were possible.” ua 

This is the blasphemy which is destined to become 
man’s universal Satanic religion, which will culminate in the 
denial.of God.and His Word inso refined a manner as to 
“ deceive ” the whole earth ! 


ITEMS OF THE CONGRESS. 


One of the evidences of the “latter times” will be the 
teaching of demons `“ speaking lies in hypocrisy.” The 
evidence that these times are, upon us is evidenced. by the 
speakers at the great ‘International Congress” held in 
St. James’s Hall on June 19. 

The opening address was given by the Rev. John Page 
Hopps :— 

“ Brothers and Sisters: It is my great privilege to bid you welcome 
on behalf of those who have organised this Congress; and I rejoice 
that this welcome is associated with religious worship: for, when we 
go deepest down, we find the rock of Religion; and whep we 
penetrate to the heart of Spiritualism, we find God, Welcome, then, 
and may we know and feel that God and the angels are with us in all 
our seekings for the truth, and in all our efforts to make the truth 
effective in helping on the joy and hope of the world!” 

There is nothing of uncertainty in the above :—“ the rock 
of religion” and “in spiritualism we find God.” Then 
comes a stab at the Bible, which is always the special object 
for their ridicule, 

“ The Bible ts a grand book, but it is nat infallible ; z rs not even 
consistent,” i 

But from that Bible he selects a passage, which he uses 
to express /4eir ideal and Ais own state, 

“ Our ideal to-day, then, is not to discuss, but tò climb, and, Jike the 
sé¢er of Patmos, to be ‘in the spirit on the Lord’s day.’ So consider 
with me that fine saying of the Hebrew prophet (Isa. xlviii, 16), © And 
now, the Lord God, and His Spirit, hath sent me? ” 

By their own accounts as given in Light, 1,200 people 
assembled to hear these statements. — 

The “ rock,” as we go a little further into their philosophy, 
proves a very rotten foundation. We find their spirits 
have two voices. It seems as if one spirit schoo] favoured 
the Latin races and others the Anglo-Saxon, The 
Latins clinging to re-incarnation—the Anglo-Saxons to 
progression, . 

“t Spiritists of the Latin race admit that the soul may live in space 
or re-incarnate in other worlds when purified sufficiently to deserve this 
progress, while Anglo-Saxon Spirttists do not generally allow the 

ossibility of return to earth, but believe in immediate progression. 

Since re-incarnation is, therefore, the belief adopted by some millions | 
of adepts, it has been deemed urgent by those whom I represent that 
the attention of the Congress should be called to this most important ` 
point.” a 

The “rock” after all proves a delusion ; and, “ finding 
God,” according to their own showing, leads into darkness. 

For the same speaker has to declare before this Congress 
inhisclosing address—note his words—there were spirits who 
would say anything, which remark ig followed by “ laughter.” 
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“ Speaking lies in hypocrisy” with them is a matter for 
merriment ! 


“ The Kev. John Page Hopps referred to the excellence, both of the 
paper and of the way in which it bad been read to them by Mr. 
Lucking, but said that the paper did not carry conviction to his mind. 
Most of those present would agree with the phrase ‘successive lives * ; 
but it did not at all follow that those successive lives were all to be 
passed on the carth. His Spiritualism led him to conclude that it was 
quite possible to get ‘on the other side pall that was necessary either of 
retribution or progress. (Hear, hear.) It seemed to him that instead 
of re-incarnation being required by evolution, it constituted a most 
serious break in the continuity of evolutionary unfoldment. The whole 
doctrine appeared tohim purely arbitrary and speculative. J/¢ was no 
use saying that it was a fact because the spirits said so, for there were 
spirits who would say anything, (Laughter.) Nor was it any argu- 
ment that some persons declared that they could remember their past 
experiences. Some people could remember anytbing they desired to 
remember. The object of education was to regulate the imagination. 
He was one of hose , liberal, and independent thinkers who 
believed ¿here was room in the world for all kinds of views, We was 
glad, therefore, that there were Ke-incarnationists in the world. 
(Laughter and applause.)” 

The Scriptures declare this ould come to pass. The 


spiritists themselyes give evidence of the fact. 


AT THE SOIREE 


these Spiritists showed that after all they were mere 
mortals of ordinary ‘‘ flesh,” for they appeared to enjoy 
themselves immensely according to the following from the 
Evening News, of June 25th :— 

‘The men had no distinctive features, but the ladies, on the other 
band, showed slight signs of not being of the common herd. There 
was the Blavatsky lady, for example ; she is the elderly spiritualist, 
and develops flesh and crinkly hair to an alarming extent. She wears 
queer barbaric jewels and outrageous gowns. The younger lady 
spiritualist aflecis a pince-nez and a long, trailing, Greek sort of 
gown, while the youngest has only a little wildness about the cye and 
hair and a fearfully rapt expression. 

There was a fine show of spiritualist patriarchs last night of all sorts 
and sizes, the kind of gentlemen you see pictured in advertisements as 
‘having used no other," and thus reached a fine and hale old age. The 
patriarchs were in great request, and intense mothers introduced 
offspring to their notice to receive a sort of spiritualistic benediction, 
for there were many children present, mostly girls who had implanted 
on their sinall features a most awful contempt for all but the most 
shining of spiritualistic lights.” 


Editor g Table 


Es R HAE AD OU 
REVIEWS. 


Marturia; or, The Testimony of Ancient Records. and 
Monuments tn the British Museum to the Historical 
Accuracy of Holy Scripture. London: J. W. Pitman, 140 
Gower Street, W.C., price 2s. 6d.; or from the author, 
Rev. W. Bramley-Moore, M.A, 26 Russell Square, 
W.C., 2s. 

We can heartily recommend this book. It is a store- 
house of remarkable facts, and gives a vast amount of 
valuable information. It was a happy thought to lay the 
British Museum under tribute, and make it yield its power- 
ful evidence to the truth of God’s word. With this book 
in the hand, a visit to the Museum will become a new 
interest. We do not wonder that Afarturia has so soon gone 
into a second edition. 


The Coming Conflict of the Church. By Samuel Garratt, 
M.A. 68 pp., price 6d. -William Hunt and Co. 

The author of this pamphlet says in the preface : “ ‘These 
pages ... are mainly drawn from my commentary on 
Revelation.” As this work was noticed recently it is 
not necessary to say more about it. 
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John's Apocalypse, Literally Translated and Spiritually 
Interpreted, By. H. Browne, M.A., Glasgow; ; MP 
London. Simpkin and Marshall. ne 

The title of this book is a sufficient description. Tri s 
called “ John’s” Appcalypse.. What we want is really # the 
Apocalypse of Jesus Christ which God gave unto him‘ to 
show unto His servants.” No “ literal ” translation cap be 
correct. It is only as translation is idiomatic that. jt‘can 
be worthy of being ‘so-called. _And as to the “ spiritual.” 
interpretation, we can hardly accept Mr. Browne's as being 
that. The Apocalypse is given in order to interpret to us 
what God has written for our learning. “And we shun all 
interpretations which make God always megan’ something 


` different from what He says. 


For example, the darkening of the sun in Matt.. xxiv. 
29, 30 is “interpreted ” of the crucifixion.. Rev. xvii. is 
“interpreted” of events which fulfilled it in the fourth 
century. “One hour” is “interpreted” as 1260 years 
(Rev. xi.). “No. literal city is meant” (Rev. xix. 15). 
“ The wine-press of wrath was trodden underfoot outside 
the city, for our Lord suffered without the ate”. we " (Heb. 
xiii. 12) (guant. suff). - 4 

Second Coming of Christ, tts Certainty Wea: ‘ Supposed 
Nearness, by Rev. A. T. Steed, M.A. aon Kensis, 
Paternoster Row, price 6d. 

“ Only the watchful living saints will figure in the Fest 
rapture of living ‘saints. . . All other believers 
will be left down here upon the earth to go through the 
great tribulation.” . . . “They will be translated 
to heaven without dying later on.’ 

From these extracts the drift of this book maybe seen. 
What a pity it is that such teachers cannot show us where 
the line is to be drawn! Can they not. give us some 
standard whereby we may know who are to be the: rivi- 
leged men? 

Other parts of this book contain some good things 
about Babylon and commerce that will ‘bind the nonon 
together in the future. = mas 


The Coming of Christ. What is it? By I. H. Burridge. 
Second edition, Pickering and Inglis, Glasgow, price 1s, 6d. 

We cannot speak with approval of the attempt to make. 
the parable of the wheat and tares square with the teaching 
of the Apostle Paul in 1 Thess. iv. The writer says,“ The | 
wheat are the saved ones who compose the Church, and 
on the next page says, “ Howbeit those converted after’ the 
Church is gone’ will be the wheat—the children: of fhe : 
kingdom, though those composing the Church are looked . 
at as the wheat now.” We cannot reconcile these - 
assertions, because in our judgment the Chirch—the 
mystery is not referred to at all in Matthew. The parables ` 
have distinct dispensational teaching, and it is- better. for 
teachers to be careful to observe this. Mach it in the book 
may be commended. i 


Sacred Similitudes, by M. I. Pillans. 
Warwick Lane, price 9d. 

The author is amongst the number of those joing! for 
the Lord Jesus to return to “a world ripe for judgment.” 
We differ as to the Church of Christ being His. bride j: is 
otherwise the book may be read with profit. ` AI 


G. Stonemay i EE 


SUMMER IS HERE ` |. 


and many in our large cities are unable to enjoy its bealth 
giving pleasures. A useful work is undertaken in bringing 
these pleasures to invalids and the suffering among”our 
poor, by Miss Annie F. Perram, Hon. Secretary of “ Help 
to the Suffering Poor,” go Darenth Road, Stamford Hill, 
London, N. The work is well recommended, Pie 
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Wie site eee ane, ata tata ate aeae test eala | column are subject to neither, for Christ has borne “ death ” 
> | : . l * | for His people and delivered them from “judgment” : hence 

| Edilorial f there is no question of sin, and nothing but salvation to 
A Ta £ | come. 

TIS age age ES OTe Ee ER UE GD ya ge ee Ee OY 7 


DEATH AND JUDGMENT. 


r Heb. ix..27, 28, we have a very important statement 
concerning these two solemn subjects :— 
A | AS it is appointed unto men once to die. 
B | But after this the judgment. 
A | SO Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many. 
B | And unto them that look for Him shall He appear 
the second time without (ie., apart from all ques- 
tion of) sin—unto salvation. ` 

It-will be seen by the alternation of the subjects in these 
four members—that in the first and third (A and A) we have 
“death.” In the first line—death as God’s appointment 
for men (in consequence of sin). In the ¢hird line, the 
death of Christ to bear the sins of many. In the second 
line we have’ the “judgment” which follows after death, 
for all who thus die according to this appointment. 
While in the fourth line which corresponds with it, we 
have xo judgment, for those for whom Christ thus died and 
whose sins Christ thus bore: but instead of judgment there 
is only “salvation,” and nothing to do with “sin” 
whatsoever. 

Then in .B, there is the “fearful looking for of 
judgment ” ; while in Ø, there is the blessed looking for of 
Christ who has borne the sin and hence freed from all 
judgment. = 

We have here a true statement as to the standing of the 
saved sinner. 

Death and judgment are God’s appointments for men, 
because they are sinners. Not only have ‘‘all sinned,” but 
all are “under sin,” że, under its power, guilt, and 
condemnation. 

There was only one who ‘‘did no sin,” and “knew no 
sin,” and “in Him was no sin.” Yet when “ He bare the 
sins of many,” and “sin was laid upon Him,” then sin in 
the flesh was condemned, and He died. But He saw no 
corruption, for “it was not possible that He should be 
holden of death.” This was the spotless holy Son of God. 

All mankind is looked at as being and coming under 
one of two heads, either born of the first Adam, the first 
man, or born again of the second man, the last Adam. 

There are the two categories. 


1 “MEN.” * THOSE THAT LOOK FOR” 
CHRIST. 
“ Death.” No question of sin. 
t Judgment.” “Salvation.” 


Those in the one column which is headed “ Men ” are 
subject to and lie under God’s appointments for them— 
“death” and “judgment”: while those in the other 


How wide the contrast : 

_ The one clouded with darkness and ending in misery. 
The other illuminated with light and ending in glory. 

For those in the second category, there is no reason why 
they should ever die at all. ‘‘ Death” is not God’s appoint- 
ment for them. They are waiting for Ascension, not for 
death. They are waiting to be caught up into the heavens, 
and not to be buried in the earth. If their Lord tarries 
and they are called to “fall asleep ” in Christ, they are still 
waiting for His appearing. l 

More than this. There is no reason why they should 
ever come into judgment. 
that they shall not, in John v. 24: “ Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, he that heareth My word, and believeth on Him 
that sent Me hath everlasting life, and shall NOT COME 
INTO JUDGMENT” (r.v.). Christ has borne their judg- 
ment, and ` 

“ Payment God cannot twice demand 
First at my blessed Surety’s hand, 
And then again at mine.” 

They are not only nof appointed to death and judgment, 
but they are appointed to salvation ; free, full, and final salva- 
tion at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. In a word they 
“have everlasting life,” and “shall not come into judgment.” 


In the face of these wondrous facts, how many thousands 


of Christians are going about still bearing their own sins and _ 


looking for judgment: and feeling and speaking as though 
they and all their words and deeds were yet to be brought into 
judgment. All this comes from ignorance as tq what God 


has done, and what God has said as to the manne which: 


He has given them. 

If Christians understood and realised this, ‘they coe 
never become absorbed in movements for making “ men’ 
temperate, moral, or pure, for they are still appointed to 
“death” and “judgment” notwithstanding all such 
improvements and reformations of character. 

No, it is not the holding of views, or the giving of coe 
or the saying of prayers, but itis a union with Christ in His 
death and resurrection which can alone remove men 3 out of 
the one category into the other. 

Happy are they who know the eit sound of this good 
news of God’s Gospel. Happy they who can rest in perfect 
sweetest confidence and peace knowing that their “sins” have 
been purged by the sacrifice of Christ, and that “sin” (their 
old man) has been crucified with Him on Calvary, and that 
they live and walk now in the newness of His resurrection 
life, and therefore cannot come into judgment. 

If the truth as to God’s work and God’s word were 
known as to their perfect standing in Christ, there would 
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be fewer Christians filled with thoughts about their own 
state in themselves: fewer filled with apprehension as to 
these solemn subjects “ death” and “judgment.” 

If these truths were known and understood, the 
popular expression “a general” resurrection and “a general” 
judgment would be unknown. 

All confusion and error may be traced up to ignorance 
of the Scriptures. (1) Christians lost the truth of union 
with Christ in death and resurrection. (2) The hope of 
Ascension at His coming necessarily soon followed it. (3) 
The truth as to the Christian standing being lost, the truth 
as to Christian sfate and walk followed together with wrong 
thoughts as to sin and sins and justification : assurance of sal- 
vation was lost,and judgment to come was looked upon as the 
time and place to have that settled. (4) This of course 
gave wrong thoughts as to ordinances, which came to be 
treated as means of salvation ; and Christ not being known 
as a complete and perfect Saviour, these were added to 
His merits to increase their value. (5) Forgiveness of sins 
was put as the end of all religion, whereas, in true Christian 
standing it is put at the beginning. (6) Hence, through 
these various developments came superstition and errors of 
all kinds, which we still look back upon and call ‘the 
dark ages.” But this is how those dark ages came! 

Rome to-day puts ‘‘ death” and ‘judgment ” as the first 
two of what she calls “the four last things.” With us, 
thank God, they are both past things, and our things to 
come are neither her last two, “ heaven and hell,” but Christ 
Himself and His salvation apart from all question of sin. 

May this be the blessed standing and prospect of all our 
readers. May they find all their delight in this Blessed One 
now, as they shall find it to all eternity. 


abo nb bo a bw pan se =~ — 1-88. -lebo 55-05 boo 0 8 nnn ba 53 tons ton he nn 


Gonfribufed Articles. 


) VeVVe wee eee eee ee Lex) F e 
THE LAST SEVEN-FOLD COMMAND OF 
l CHRIST. 
By Dr. BULLINGER. 
MONGST the many Figures of Speech used in the 
Bible there is one called Polyptoton. This name is 


formed from two Greek words which mean (as applied to 


grammar and rhetoric) many inflections, The Figure is so 
called because the same word is repeated in different cases, 
or in different ¢ezses and moods, etc. These repetitions are 
always used in the same sense, and are from the same root, 
but with different terminations or inflections. 

Moreover, they are always used for the sake of emphasis, 
putting great stress upon what is said, and calling our 
attention to its importance and certainty. 

For example: Gen. ii. 17, “ Dying thou shalt die.” 
This is rendered rightly: “Thou shalt surely die,” laying 
great emphasis on the word surely, and meaning most 
surely or certainly. 

Gen. l. 24. The Hebrew reads, ‘God... when He 
visiteth, in visiting, will visit you.” This is rendered 
“ God will surely visit you.” This is correct as far as it 


RNS ee tee 
goes, but it means much more, “God will most certainly 
visit you.” 

John xvii. 25. ‘$O righteous Father, the world hath 
not known Thee, but I have known Thee, and these 
have known that Thou hast sent Me.” 

2 Cor. i. 10. “Who delivered us from so great a death, 
and doth deliver, in whom we trust that He will yet 
deliver us.” , 

These will serve as examples of this beautiful and im- 
pressive way of calling our special attention to the impor- 
tance of the assertion that, ıs made, to the truth that is 
enunciated, or to the precept that is thus enforced. 

For there is one particular example of this Figure that 
was used by the Lord Jesus alone. “He that hath ears 
to hear—let him hear.” 

Here we have first the infinitive mood, ‘to hear,” then 
the imperative mood} of the same verb—“ let him hear,” 
and these are combined with the cognate noun “ ears,” 

No mortal lips ever presumed to demand attention and 
obedience in such an impressive manner. It is difficult for 
us to express in English the fulness and weight contained. 
in this figure. They are always translated literally, and not 
idiomatically as in Gen. ii. 17 and 1. 24, but their meaning 
is “ thou shalt most surely take heed and give thy most 
earnest attention to what is said.” 

It is interesting to notice that not only did no human 
being ever claim such attention, but that the ‘Lord 
claimed it on fourteen separate occasions. i 

Now the number fourteen is most significant—twice seven 


- denoting a double measure of spiritual perfection. 


And these fourteen* are divided into six and eight (just 
as seven is divided into three and four). For six occur in 


. the Gospels and ezgA¢in the Revelation. Six were spoken by 


Christ as the Son of Man on earth, and eight as the risen Lord 
from the glory. Six being the number pertaining to man, 
and eight being the number connected with resurrection.? 

The six occasions on earth are Matt. xi. 15; xiii. 9, 43; 
Mark iv. 23; vii. 16; and Luke xiv. 35. ` ` 

The ezgh? from heaven are Rev. ii. 7, 13, 17, 29; iii. 6, 
13, 22; and xiii. 9. i 

It will be found that all of these are highly important and 
deeply significant.{ But it is not within, our purpose now 
to examine the teaching conveyed by these words. They 
are all dispensational, and: the six in the Gospels are 
specially associated with teaching which concerned the 
great change of dispensation which was about to take place. 

Our purpose now is to consider those which were spoken 
from heaven and especially the seven-fold repetition in 
Rev. ii. and iii., which is separated off from all the others 
by a slight variation in form. ‘He who hath an ear, let 
him hear.” 

There are two emphatic lessons here, and two figures are 
employed to enforce them. There is not only the 
figure of Polyptoton, which we have explained above, but 


° The occasions were 14, but the actual uccurreuces of this example of the 
Figure are sixteen, on account of repetition of the Puruble of the Sower in the 
parallel Gospel records. Sisteen is a square number (4 by 4) marking complete- 
hess, 


+ For the significance of thone numbers seu Neamber in Scripture by the same 
author. Published by Eyre and Spottiswoode. 


3 See further with regard to these in Things to Come for July to Doc., 1806, and 
Jan. und Feb., 1897. G. Stoneman, 39 Warwick lane, London, E.C. 
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“there is the figure of Paronomasta, by which words of 


z asimilar sound are brought together. 


The Greek is ots 
dxovsdtw, OUS akousSato, which is preserved in the 
English “ ear let him hear.” 

The first great fact impressed upon us is that the ear 
must be divinely opened before it is possible to intelligently 
listen; that unless the ear has been opened by the Holy 


* Spirit, spiritual things cannot be understood (1 Cor. ii. 14). 


te 


The second great point is that when our ear has been 


_thus divinely opened, we are to give the utmost heed and 


the most earnest attention to what is spoken. 

What. then, was the last injunction of the Risen Lord 
from heaven, thus specially emphasised, and thus seven 
times solemnly repeated ? 

‘ «He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches.” 


This is the great important command which is given to 
every soul who is divinely quickened. It implies that 
corporate unity had been lost: that now it depended upon 
individual testimony and obedience. And yet so contrary 
to God are the thoughts of man, and so perverse is he in 
his assertion of them, that in spite of all the solemnity of 
this seven-fold emphasised command he persists in reading 
it as though it said :— 

“Let him hear what the Church saith,” instead of what 
the Spirit saith to the churches. 

Another point for us to notice is that the Speaker is 
Christ. It is He who gives this seven-fold command. 
This will be clear if we look at the opening word of each of 
these Epistles to the seven churches of Asia. 

Ephesus, ii. 1. 
seven stars in His nght hand, who walketh in the midst of 
the seven golden candlesticks.” This, we know from 
chap. i., can be none other than Christ, the second Person 
of the Trinity. 

Smyrna, ii. 8.“ These things saith the first and the last ; 
which was dead and is alive.” 

Thyatira, ii. 18. 
etc,” 

This settles the fact that these seven epistles are the 
special message of the Son of God Himself, and though 
they came to us through John inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
they are not the message of the Spirit of God, but of “the 
Son of God.” 

We are aware that this is not the popular interpretation, 
but we submit these facts and statements, and point to the 
fact that the Lord Jesus Himself here does not direct our 
attention to His own words in the Gospels, but to the 
Spirit's words in the Epistles. Words have no meaning, 
and Revelation itself has no use, if this be not the plain fact. 

Seven epistles were addressed by Christ to seven special 
churches. Whatever may be the titles under which He did 


‘so, and however various may be their subject matter, all 


the seven end in the same way. 

True, the seven here, as everywhere else, is divided into 
three and four. For while in the first three, the injunction 
(He that hath an ear, let him hear”) comes before the 
promise (“ He that overcometh shall,” etc.) :°in the last four 
this order is reversed, and the promise precedes the injunc- 


“ These things saith He that holdeth the | 


“These things saith the Son of God, 


e 
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tion. What the lesson contained in this may be, it is not 
now our purpose to enquire. We merely point it out to 
show that we are dealing with the perfect words of the 
Perfect One. . 

No injunction can come to us with greater solemnity : 
none can be more binding upon us: ndne can be (dis- 
pensationally) more important to us. It comes to us echo- 
ing down the ages—‘‘ He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith to the churches.” And our object is 
to show that all the error and confusion in the churches 
around us arise from neglect of this command. To all who 
would direct our attention to the words of Christ Himself, 
and “the teaching of Jesus,” we would reply—Here are 
His words—His last words. Here is His last injunction, 
seven times repeated, and specially emphasised, and His 
command is that we are to give earnest heed to what 
the Spirit is saying to the churches. 

What is the Spirit saying to the churches ? 

Where are we to seek and find His sayings ? 

The answer to this we will give in our next chapter. 


THE FIRST CHAPTER OF JOHN. 
An outline and epitome of truth connected with the 

Person and work of the Lord Jesus, the Son of God. 

John i. ver. 1-4. Divine Personality. The Word, The 
Life, The Light. 

Incarnation. The Word was made flesh. 

His work in life. To declare the Father. 

His Death. The Sin offering for. the 
World ; The Lamb of God. 

. His resurrection and work when glorified. 
The Son of God, to baptize with the 
Holy Spirit. z 

The translation of the saints. Those 
who follow Him go in to dwell with 
Him, at the zenth hour between ver. 5 
and ver. 6 of Matthew xx. 

Recognised. as the Messiah by Andrew, 
Simon Peter's brother. 

Jesus of Nazareth confessed by Philip as 
the Son of Joseph, the one of whom 
Moses in the law, and the Prophets did 
write. l 

Confessed by Nathaniel from under the 
fig-tree (figure of Jerusalem) as the 
Son of God, the King of Israel. ; 

The Millennial glory. The Heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man. 

In the Gospel by Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the testi- 
mony of John the Baptist is to Jesus, “ There cometh one 
mightier than I after me;” and the Spirit which He gives 
is the Spirit of Power, for the preaching of the Kingdom of 

God (Acts i. 8). 

In the Gospel by John the testimony of John the Baptist 


19 14. 
» I8 
u 29. 


” 51. 


. is to Jesus as “one preferred before me, for He was before 


me.” “ The beloved of the Father,” “ full of grace and truth,” 
and the Spirit with which He baptizes is the Spirit of ` 
Grace and Truth, for “out of His fulness have we all 
received, and grace for grace.” G. J. 
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We cannot hold ourselves responsible for every expression of tho respective 
speakers. Many things with which we may not wholly agree are inserted as being 
either suggestive or worthy of consideration. 


“THE DAY OF CHRIST” AND “THE DAY- 
ce OF THE LORD.” 
By Pastor F. E. MARSH, OF SUNDERLAND 
(Af the Liverpool Conference, 1896). 


GAIN and again our attention has been drawn to 
the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming sor 
His people and coming wi them. There isa great 
difference, and “it is essential for us that we should 
recognise that’ difference. In connection with the 
Tabernacle, when the Lord was giving directions as to the 
making of that tabernacle we find there are details given 
as to the pins, and the cords, the taches, and also the 
loops of the curtains; very minutely God gave directions 
as to these things; and asthe Lord was very minute in 
giving directions in connection with the tabernacle, so He 
has been very minute in giving us directions in connection 
with the subjects that are brought before us of weightier 
matter in the other part of His work. There is one thing 
that we must always recognise: that is when God speaks 
there is nothing that is a minor matter. ‘t! Where the word 
-of the King is there is power,” and when the Lord 
speaks, it becomes us to pay due attention even to the 
smallest word that He uses. Bishop Westcott has drawn 
attention to this fact that there is one little Greek 
preposition used in the New Testament—the preposition 
“in,” which occurs over 2,000 times, and he says from 
the use of that little preposition alone—that little word of 
two letters you can prove the verbal inspiration of the 
scriptures. That little word indicates the believers’ position 
at this moment, namely, that we are ‘‘in” Christ; and if 
the Holy Ghost has been so careful in giving us these 
words to convey to us the mind of God—how careful we 
should be to prayerfully and carefully study these 
words. Oh, people say, We should not worship words! 
Dear friends, remember these facts,—We can only know 
God in Christ; we can only know Christ by the Holy 
Ghost ; and we can only know Christ by the Holy Ghost 
through the written Word. If we want to understand the 
living Word we must study the written Word, and God’s 
purpose in giving to us the written Word is that we may 
see Him in that written Word. We are distinctly told to 
prove the things that are excellent. (Phil. i. 10). If you 
look jn the margin it says, “prove the things that differ,” 
and one of the things that differs in the scriptures is this 
subject to which I have already made reference, namely, 
the difference between Christ coming for His people and 
His coming with them, and I want very briefly to give youa 
sevenfold contrast. 

Christ’s coming for His people is an act of grace— 
Christ’s coming witk His people is an act of judgment. 
When God would protect His people on the night of the 
passover He gave instructions as to how they were to be 
protected; He was reminding Israel they were sinners 
before Him, and the only ground of His dealing with 
them could be on the basis of sacrifice ; so He tells Israel 
they are to take the lamb, slay it, and sprinkle the blood 
on the door-posts and lintel of the houses, then they have 
God's word for it— When I see the blood I will pass over 
you.” There is a remarkable word in Exodus xii. 23 


fees eee ees __ 


where God says, “ For the Lord will pass through to smite 
the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side-posts, the Lord will pass over 
the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto 
your houses to smite you.” Louth puts it in his 
translation “The Lord will spring forward before © the 
door”: he also makes reference to Isaiah xxxv., where 
God promises to protect Jerusalem from the Assyrian—He 
will stand between Jerusalem and the Assyrian, so that 
when the Assyrian comes up he meets God instead of. 
God's people: and in translating that passage in Isaiah 

xxxi. 5, he says,—‘ As the mother bird: hovering over her ` 
brood, so shall Jehovah God of hosts protect Jerusalem, 

leaping forward and rescuing.” I want to remind you that 

is what the Lord is going to do when He comes. ` By the 

blood of Christ we are sheltered: from the wrath to come; 

by the blood of Christ we have right of entrance into ‘the 

presence of God; by the blood of Christ we have peace 

with God, so, because we are purchased and -sheltered by 

the blood of Christ, the Lord, when He comes, is going to 

rescue us from everything that is coming on this earth in 

connection with judgment. God cannot deal in judgment 

with this world till His own people are in safety. He 

would not send the flood till first of all Noah and his 

family were in the Ark, and then when they were safely 

shut in, the flood came—judgment passed upon man, and 

man was swept from off the face of the earth; God's 

people being safe. 

When the Lord comes with His people, it is an act of 
judgment; He comes in splendour to smite Israel's 
enemies; He comes to put down every opposing force ; 
He coes to take away everything that offends, that He 
may set up His kingdom» . ‘e 

Mark the two passings in Exodus xii. He passed oper 
His people and protected them : and He passed through the 
midst of the Egyptians and smote their first-born: the one 
an act of grace—the other, an act of judgment. So, when 
our Lord shall come with His saints, it will be according 
to Jude, ‘to execute judgment upon the tngodly men who 
are uttering their ungodly speeches, living ungodly lives, 
and to give them that which they have sown. i 

In the second place, when the Lord Jesus comes for His 
people He comes into the asr, arfd when- He comes with 
His people He comes to the earth’ (1 Thess. iv. 16, 
17, 18). We are caught up by the’ mighty power 
of God—for that is the meaning of that word caught 
up—snatched away to be for ever in His presence ; 
and thus we shall as He comes forth, .be caught up to meet 
Him in the air and be for ever with Him. foe 

I like to think that the Lord Himself is coming thus to’ 
catch us away—catch us up in clouds; and I think, and 
there are many who think with me, that the ‘clouds refer, 
not to the clouds as such, but to clouds of believers,— 
gathering on every hand to one centre, namely, to Christ 
Himself. ae eee 

Now when the Lord Jesus comes with His people, He 
comes to the earth. Zech. xiv. His feet shall stand in 
that day—“ the day of the Lord,” before He sets up His 


‘millennial kingdom over the earth—in that day “ His feet 


shall stand upon the Mount of Olives.” We are told 
that as those feet which stood upon the Mount of Olives 
when He left, and His disciples saw Him go up from that 
Mount—so He is going to stand in that identical place 
from which He left the earth. S 

Oh, but, you say—Do you not make two comings by 
this? No! Two stages of the one coming. In His first 
coming there svere two stages—He came first to Bethlehem 
in His incarnation, and He came to Calvary when He 
offered Himself up as an atonement for sin; so in His 
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eturn He comes to the air for His people, and then, after 
in interval (how long we cannot say—many prophetic 
students think, and I am inclined to think with them, it 
vill be ‘about 4o years, for that is generally the number 
chat is associated with probation and trial, and that is a time 


of trial and: judgment on the earth) He comes with His 


people ag I have already indicated; in judgment. 

In the third place, Christ’s coming jor His people is the 
beginning of: “the day of Christ,” while His coming with His 
peopleis the beginning of “the day of the Lord.” I pray you 
remember that the Holy Spirit neyer uses the. names and 
titles of the Lord Jesus Christ as we use them, without any 
discrimination—the Holy Spirit never says “ Jesus ” when 
He means ‘Christ; and if you will read one Epistle 
with that thought in your mind—the Epistle to the 
Hebrews—and mark the name “Jesus” you will see how 
it specially. brings before us special truths connected with 
thatname. Again and again is He spoken of as “ the man 
Jesus.” “We see Jesus.” “We have entrance into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus Christ,” and so right thfough 
the. Epistle the Holy Spirit emphasizes the human name of 
Christ ; reminding us of His perfect humanity ; reminding 
us of Him who was made perfect through suffering—the 
Man separate from sin and from sinners. 

‘Now turn to the Epistle to the Philippians i. 6, 10 
and ii. 16. - 

“The day of Christ”. is always associated with the 
Church, and never with Christ's coming in power to reign. 
It is the, day when we are to be made manifest in our 
Lord's presence. It is the.day when we are to receive the 
reward for the work done—that day degins when Christ 
comes for His people, and ends when He comes with 
His people. Then begins that day to which reference is 
made so frequently in the Old Testament, beginning at 
the prophesy of Isaiah and running on to the end of the 
Old Testament. “The day of. the Lord”—a day of 
darkness, a day of: judgment, a day of bitterness. In 
that day we are told certain things shall take place. 

It may be that some of you are confused because that day 
seems to be a day of darkness and yet a day of brightness ; 
a day of blessing and yet of curse. It is easily explained 
when you remember that “the day of the Lord” is 


ushered in and introduced by fearful judgments ; and then, ` 


when everything offensive is taken away, the time of 
universal blessing described again:and again as occurring 
in that day shall then take place. When He comes as 
Christ it is to test our service; but when He comes with 
His people He comes as “King of kings and Lord of 
lords.” When we are caught up to meet Him we are 
distinctly told that we are not only to be there as those 
whom He has saved by His grace, but we are to be 
manifest before Him as servants ; not to have the question 
of our salvation settled——thank God that was ‘settled long 
since; for I am dead and buried asa sinner, and.God has got 
nothing against.me now-as one who is united to Jesus 
Christ, because He has nothing against Christ; so I can 
gladly sing “Death and judgment are behind me, Grace 
and glory ‘are before.” 

We .are looking for neither death nor judgment; 
that is the meaning of the “as” and “so” in 
Hebrews ix. 27, 28. “As it is appointed unto men 
once to die, but after this the judgment: so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them 
that look for Him shall He appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation.” We are looking for the 
coming Christ. But then, although that is perfectly true, 
Service has to be made manifest, we have to give an account 
of that which we have done as servants. It is to that the 
Apostle Paul refers in writing to Timothy in the znd Epistle 


chap. i. ‘He refers to himself as an apostl@ and teacher, 
and -how the ‘truth had been committed to him, and he 


. breaks off'and says, “I know whom I have believed, and 


am persuaded that He is able to keep that which J have 
committed to Him against that day.” 

. I like the original reading of the R.V., for the context 
proves it is the correct reading, “ I know. Him whom I have 
believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which 
He has committed to me,” it is not that which I have 
committed to Christ, but that which Christ has committed ; 
to me. And what has He committed to me? Why, 
what. Paul ‘indited- when writing to the Church at 
Corinth— He hath committed to ‘us. the’ word of 
reconciliation—put in trust with the gospel.” Christian 
worker, you are responsible to trade. with the gospel ; Woe 
be to you if you trade with anything else—with your 
theories and opinions. All we, dear friends, as Christian 
workers are simply, I was going to say, errand-boys. All 
we have to do is to carry the messages of our Lord, and so 
trade with the gospel ; and if we trade faithfully with that, 
when He comes back He will give us a reward ; sif not, if 
we build rubbish of wood, hay, stubble of men’s opinions 
and theories, it will all be burnt up, though we ourselves 
will be saved as through fire. May God: keep us faithful. 
Let us remember that we are but bond-serVants, and that 
He is Lord. ‘Then, after we have been “tested and our 
places have been given to us, what is the picture given to 
us in Revelation xix.? We see the armies of God coming 
forth with One at the head. What does the thought of 
the armies give to you but rank and position ; and it is 
the rank and position we shall. occupy when Christ comes 
in His Mory, indicating the position we shal] have because 
of our faithfulness to our Lord when He comes forth as 
the mighty Man of war—we come with Him, and with 
Him we dash in pieces those who have been His enemies. 

Then ‘in the fourth place, the Lord Jesus Christ in 
coming for His people, is coming as “the Saviour" to 
complete our salvation: when He comes. with His people, 
He comes as ‘‘ the Man of war” to overthrow His enemies. 

In the fifth place, Christ’s coming for His people will 
only affect themselves personally, and His coming o/h 
His people will affect the whole world, and the whole 
creation shall rejoice at the “ manifestation of the sons of 
God.” 

In the last place, the coming of Christ Se His people 
may be at any moment: but (I speak it reverently), He 

cannot come at any moment wih His people. There are 
many things to take place before He can come with His 
people. The covenant has to be entered into between 
Anti-Christ and the Jews; the great tribulation has to be 
passed through; the ten kingdoms set up; mystical 
Babylon to be destroyed ;. the city of Babylon to be 


„rebuilt; a number of things must take place before Christ 


comes with His people.. 

It is because the Church of God has not distinguished 
between these things that differ she has got into mistakes and 
confusion. If you will distinguish between Christ coming 
Jor, and with His saints, everything will be adjusted, things 
will fall into their right places easily. 

What is the practical outcome of all this? Some of you 
may know of a scientific method adopted recently “for 
colouring flowers with certain aniline dyes ; if you put the 
stems of the flowers into them, after a little while the dye 
will assimilate through the veins of the flowers, and colour 
them and make them look beautiful, - Now it seems to 
"me we shall be like those flowers if our souls are dipped 
into the truth of God. And if we abide in the doctrine 
and teaching of Christ, then, just as flowers take the dye 
up into themselves and become coloured by it, so, as we 
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are steeped in the truth of God shall we find our lives 
become coloured by it. Let any man be looking for 
Christ his Lord. What is the result? That man 
sanctifies Christ as Lord in his heart—he says, I am not 
my own, I am the bond-servant of Jesus Christ—my mind 
belongs to Christ; my hands to work for Him; my feet 
to run in His commandments ; my eyes to look to Him; 
my heart to, be occupied with Him—I am His and He 
is mine. Let your soul dwell on this fact, that Jesus 
Christ may come at any moment: you cannot be 
worldly in life, you cannot allow unbelief.to lurk in your 
heart. The scriptural way to secure holiness in life is, “as 
we with unveiled face behold the glory of the Lord, we are 
transfigured into the same image from glory to glory as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.” 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

Dear friends, by prayerful study of God’s word, by heart 
contemplation of Christ, by submission to the truth of 
God; occupied with that glorified Man at God’s right 
hand, and just as when you look (if you are able) at the 
sun as it is at its height in the noonday and when you turn 
your eyes away you are not able for the moment to see 
anything around you, so, as you look to Christ it shall blind 
you to everything of earth, and you say, with one who once 
said it in another connection—I have eyes only for Him 
“who loved me and gave Himself for me.” 
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Selected @leanings. 


PALESTINIAN STATISTICS. 


W" are desirous of giving our readers the minutest 

possible information about the Holy Land, and 
particularly about the Jewish colonies established there, and 
have taken steps to obtain reliable information on many 
points worth knowing. They are taken from several sources, 
chiefly from Lunzc’s Almanac, and from a description of 
the Jewish villages in Palestine, written by the indefatigable 
Zionist, W. Bambus, on the occasion of the opening of the 
Judzo-Palestinian Exhibition in Berlin. 

Palestine, i.e., the cis-Jordanic Eretz-Israel, is divided 
into three Pashaliks, namely: Jerusalem, Akka, and Nablus 
(Schechem). The two latter are subordinate to the Vali 
of Damascus, but Jerusalem is subject directly to the 
Central Government at Constantinople. The trans-Jordanic 
Eretz-Israel forms only one Pashalik, that of Kerak (Kir- 
Moab). 

PASHALIK OF JERUSALEM. 


Jerusalem numbers 45,420 inhabitants, 28,112 of which 
-are Jews. The latter include 15,074 Ashkenasim, 7,900 
Sephardim, 2,420 Moghrebim, 870 Gruzim, 530 Bucharites, 
1,288 Jemenites, 230 Persians. There are 8,560 Maho- 
medans, 8,748 Christians, the latterincluding 695 Armenians; 
4,625 Greeks, 105 Abyssinians, 23 Maronites, 645 Pro- 
testants, 2,530 Roman Catholi¢s, and 125 Copts. 

Hebron (El Chalil) has 14,295 inhabitants, including 
1,429 Jews (810 Sephardim and 619 Ashkenasim), 12,800 
Mahoniedans and 26 Christians. 

Jaffa has 17,713 inhabitants, 2,970 of whom are Jews, 
namely, 1,260 Sephardim and 1,710 Ashkenasim. The 


` population. 


remainder include 11,630° Mahomedans, 3,113 Christians, 
of which latter 159 are Armenians, 490 Templars from 
Wurtemburg, 1,560 Greeks, 210 Maronites, and 55 Copts. 

Gaza (El Guzzeh) has 17,675 inhabitants, namely, 75 
Jews, 460 Christians, and the rest Mahomedans. 

Bethlehem has a population of 6,647; only 20 of these 
are Mahomedans, all the rest are Christians, namely 3,880 
Roman Catholics, 1,810 Greek Catholics, 810 Armenians, 
and 27 Protestants. . During the week days there are also 
three Jews in the place, namely, one doctor and two artisans, 
but they spend the Sabbath in Jerusalem. 

Beth Jalah has 3,060 Christian inhabitants of various 
denominations. 

Ramleh has 9,611 inhabitants, only 166 of whom are 
Jews. The Mahomedans number 8,350, and the 
Christians 1,095, including 880 Catholics and 45 Protest- 
ants. 

Ludd has a population of 7,689 ; only 14 of them are 
Jews. There are 5,450 Mahomedans and 2,225 Christians, 
including 2,125 Greek Catholics and 100 Protestants. 

Jericho is the residence of an Agha, the chief of the 
troops. Its population consists only of about 80 Maho- 
medan families, and a small number of Christians. 
During the last three years six Jews have settled there, all 
of them shopkeepers. 


PASHALIK OF AKKA. 


Akka numbers 10,565 inhabitants, namely, 210 Jews (all 
of them Sephardim), 7,100 Mahomedans, and 3,250 
Christians. ' i 

Haifa has 7,800 inhabitants, including 810 Jews (650 
Sephardim and 160 Ashkenasim), 3,250 Mahomedans, 
and 3,740 Christians. ' 2 

Sidon (Saida) has a population of 12,270. There are 
only 780 Jews; 13,300 are Mahomedans, and 3,160 
Christians, belonging to various denominations. 

Tiberias (Tabariya) has 5,050 inhabitants, including 3,200 
Jews (1,620 Sephardim and 1,580 Ashkenasim), 1,500 
Mahomedans, and 350 Christians. 

Safed has 12,820 inhabitants, including 6,620 Jews (of 
whom 4,500 are Ashkenasim and 2,120 Sephardim) ; 5,108 
Mahomedans, and 1,100 Christians. 

Nazareth (En Nasira) has 9,500 inhabitants, including 
3,000 Mahomedans and 6,500 Christians of various 
denominations. , 

Jinin (Ain Ganim) has 3,220 exclusively Mahomedan 
inhabitants. 

Shefa Amr (Sepphoris) has 2,470 inhabitants, including 
Mahomedans, Christians, and Druses, and 13 Jewish 
families, whose ancestors have lived there from times 
immemorial, and who occupy themselves with agriculture, 
handicraft and trade. É 

Pekiim is a small village witha Mahomedan and Jewish 
These Jewish peasants have been domiciled 
here since remote times. 


PASHALIK OF NABULUS. 


Nabulus (Sichem) has 21,110 inhabitants, including 120 
Jews, 670 Christians, and 110 Samaritans. The remainder 
are Mahomedans, 
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PASHALIK OF KERAK. 

Tel Kerem, a small town. Kerak (Kir-Moab). 
4150 inhabitants, one-fourth of whom are Christians. 
There are only six Jews inthetown. They are all artisans. 

Es Salt (Ramoth Gilead) has 3,500 inhabitants, about a 
fifth part of whom are Christians. Only one Jewish family 
è lives there. i 
Madebah has 200 Christian families belonging to two 
` sects of the Greek Church. There are only two Jews in 
the place. 

JEWISH COLONIES. ' 

Mikveh Israel.—This is also known as the “ Agricultyral 
School at Jaffa.”. It covers a space of 2,600 dunam (240 
hectares), and is furnished with all the necessaries for 
farming. — 

Rishon-L’Zion (Ajun- -Karra).—This colony occupies a 
space of 10,000 dunam: (goo hectares), and produces 
principally wine. A million and a half of vines bave been 
planted, which already, in 1894, produced 8,000 hectolitres 
of wine, an amount which is hoped to be doubled once all 
the plants produce fruit. There are also about 20,000 
mulberry trees for the production of silk, and tens of 
thousands of fruit trees of various kinds, such as almond, 
fig, pomegranate, apple, nut, and ethrog (citron) trees. 
Every peasant family has, besides fruit trees, at least 10,000 

_vines allotted to it, frequently more. The village has about 
sixty families, each living in a separate house, and number- 
ing about 300 souls. The sum total of inhabitants is 450 
souls. 

Nachlath Reuben (WAdi-el-Chanin).—The colony covers 
1,500 dunam (about 136 hectares), with 150,000 vines, and 
many thousands of fruit trees of various kinds. Bee-farming 
is carried on here; 200 hives brought in the last year an 
income of four thousand francs. The village has eighteen 
families—about a hundred souls. 

Rechoboth (Daran).—This settlement belongs to the 
Warsaw Society, ‘‘ Menuchah Venachlah.” It covers 10,500 
dunam (955 hectares), chiefly devoted to the growth of wine. 
The plantation, laid out by Jewish day labourers, consists 
already of 65,000 vines, and thousands of mulberry, fig, 
almond, ethrog, and pomegranate trees. Some of the 
settlers also grow cereals. There are at present about 
thirty houses, inhabited by some forty-eight families, amount- 
ing to 245 souls. Every house has its flower and vegetable 
garden, a horse and cart, cows, poultry, etc. Lodging 
houses and a sort of soup kitchen have been provided for 
the Jewish day labourers. 

Maskereth-Bathja (Ekron).—This colony possesses 4,400 
dunam (400 hectares) of land. A portion of this is covered 
with about 16,000 fruit trees of various kinds; the rest is 
used for growing cereals, and excellent wheat, sesame, 
barley, etc., are produced. The sixty families, numbering 
about 220 souls, have each a stone house, one or two horses 
and a cart, several heads of cattle, sheep, goats, and poultry. 

Gudrah (Katra).— The colony was founded by former 
Russian students. Their land consists of 3,000 dunam 
(270 hectares), and is now inhabited by twenty-one families 
{about 100 souls). 

Beer-Tobiah (Kastine).-—This place was at first purchased 


It has. 


by Bessarabian Jews. They afterward made over ‘their 

purchase to a private individual, who has it tilled by day 

labourers. It consists of 7,000 dunam (640 hectares) of 

land. There are about twenty wooden houses, and the i 
necessary official buildings. 

Moza (Kaloniye).—This is a small colony near Jerusalem. 
It has at the present moment not more than 200 dunam 
(20 hectares), on which three families have planted vineyards. 
It is intended to settle here more Jews from Jerusalem. ', 

Pethach-Tikvah (Mulebbis) Jehudije.—This is the oldest 
of these colonies, and covers an area of 1 5,000 dunam 
(1,360. hectares). It has eighty houses, with 100 families 
(648 souls). 

Chedere (El-Chudeira). — This property has 30, 000 
dunam (2,700 hectares). It belongs to some Russian 
societies, who have the land tilled by a managerand Jewish 
day labourers. Some wooden houses have already been built, 
and 300,000 vines and a number of mulberry trees planted. 

Zichron Jacob (Samarin).—This is the largest of all the 
colonies of the Holy Land. It has the largest population, ` 
and the four villages, mentioned afterward, really belong to 
it. The area amounts to 22,000 dunam (2,000 hectares), and 
is inhabited by about 200 families (1,000 souls). The latter 
are peasants, day labourers and officials of the administration. 
The administration causes new plantations to be laid out 
from time to time, and consequently the number of Jewish 
labourers continues to increase. A portion of the land is 
still Jet out to Arabs, till the new plantations will have 
progressed so far as to take that land in hand also. There 
are at present a million vines, a great number of mulberry 
trees, and different kinds of other fruit trees. Only one 
colonist grows cereals, but here are many who are engaged 
in bee-farming and the growing of vegetables. The village 
possesses a steam plough, a steam mill, an aqueduct, paved 
streets, a large nursery garden, spacious wine cellars, etc. 

The school has three male apd one female teacher and 
a kindergarten. ‘There is, of course, a synagogue, a dis- 
pensary, etc., etc. The peasants founded a Chevrah 
Kadishah, and Chevrat Hachnosat Orchim (burial society 
and society for entertaining strangers). 

Tantura.—It belongs to Zichron Jacob, and has thirty 
families, who used to work'in the glass factory, and now 
grow corn and vegetables. The work in the factory is at 
present at a standstill 

Shefaya, Em-el-Gammal (Um-el-Jammal), and Em-el-Tut 
(Um-et-Tut).—These villages also belong to Zichron Jacob. 
The first has eighteen families to cultivate the vine. No 
precise information is at present at hand about the two 
latter villages. 

Rosh Pinah (Dshaune). —This colony is most adin: 


“tageously situated, and is richly provided with water, It 


covers 7,000 dunam (640 hectares), and contains seventy 
families (400 souls). A large vineyard of 94 hectares is 
divided into 47 lots, so that each peasant has two hectares 
of 5,000 vines. The kind of grapes grown here are parti- 
cularly suited for being made into raisins, and attempts to 
that effect are being made by experts. There is a grove of 
10,000 mulberry trees, and many thousand almond trees, 
also a small grove of acacias, the blossoms of which are 
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used in the manufacture of perfumes. The village con- 


tains some sixty houses, including a synagogue, a school,. 


a bath, a dispensary, etc. 

Yesud-Hama’alah (Isbeth). — The colony has 4,000 
dunam (365 hectares) of excellent soil, and is inhabited by 
thirty families, numbering 140 souls. The irrigation works 
of the colony are excellent, the water being drawn by steam 
from the Hille Lake. There are large nursery gardens, and 
the cultivation of roses is carried on on a large scale for the 
‘manufacture of. perfumes. There are also a. number of 
mulberry, apricot and almond trees, and a small quantity of 
vines. Attar of roses and other perfumes are manufactured 
in a special factory. 

Mishmar Hayarden (Dijisr-benat-Ja’ akub); is a colony 
covering 2,000 dunam (205 hectares), and has ‘twenty-five 
families of ninety-three souls. There are thirteen: stone 
houses and twelve cane huts, three horses, twelve oxen, 
thirty-two calves, nineteen asses, and a good amount” 
poultry. Every house has a large vegetable garden, in 
which olives and other fruit trees and also mulberry trees 
are planted.. A space of:254 hectares is covered with vines. 
There is, of course, a school, ete. 

Ain Sethim (Ayin- -Seitun), —This colony belongs to the 
Society Dorshi Zion in Minsk, Russia. The land was from 
the first worked by Jewish labourers, and three quarters of 
a million of vines and many fruit trees are already planted 
and a number of houses built. There are 5,000 dunam 
(450 hectares), but there is no. correct information about 
the number of inhabitants. 

Perkiin (Fikeah).—This village is an ancient Jewish 
settlement, inhabited by thirty families of Arabian Jews, 
who are either agriculturists or artisans. 

Meron.—The grave of R. Simeon ben Yochai is supposed 
to be in this village. The property has an extent of about 

190 hectares, and is covered with 24,000 olive trees. There 
are about twenty families, who support themselves by 
agriculture and handicraft.—Abridged from Palestina, 
by A. C. Gaebelein, Superintendent of the Hope of Israel 
Mission to the Jews, New York. 
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Question No. 183. 


T. D. M., London. ‘*I am much perplexed by much that is said and 
written about prayer. Private prayer I mean ; i.e. when and how 
I ought to pray, or whether I ought to be ‘definite’ in my prayer 
and to what extent? Whether I ought to pray for the conversion 
of the world, or for the Lord’s coming. Can you help me?” 


The answer to your question will be found in the 

. definition of the term “ prayer.” What is prayer? Our 
hymn says truly, “ Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath.” 
Or, it may be more accurately expressed by saying Prayer is 
_ the breath of the new nature. 
“the sign and evidence of physical life—so prayer is the mark 
-and sign of the possession of spiritual life. The analogy is 
complete. . Natural life commences with breathing and the 
breathing produces a cry. It is so with the New Birth. A 
New Life is imparted—" the breath of life” is breathed—a 
cry is produced and prayer goes forth “God be merciful to me 
a sinner.” From that moment the breathing continues as 


suweweumrmd 


- ledge of Theology is necessary for the other. 


Just as the natural breath is ` 


the spontaneous outcome of the New Life. We require no 
more rule for the one breathing than the other. No know- 
ledge of Physiology is required for the one, and no know- 
Indeed one 
has often listened to discourses on Physiology til] one has 


"exclaimed, ‘f Pray say no more or I shall be afraid. -tọ 


breathe!” So it is with the breathing of the new nature. 
The moment it becomes the subject of discussion or of 
rule—its essence is gone. We are such ` formalists by 
nature that we need nothing to encourage formalism in our 
prayers. Our efforts should be used in the opposite 
direction. The moment we reason about prayer we make 
it artificial. But true prayer is sfon/aneous. Our business 
in natural life is to breathe and not to ¢hink ‘about it. 
Our business in spiritual life is to breathe (#.e. to pray) and 
not to think about it. : The moment we begin to think about 
ous prayer, we are occupied with the means and lose the end. 

S?We.are reminded of an old rhyme which we recently 


hated but which illustrates our meaning exactly :— 


t The centipede was happy quite 
Until the toad, in fun 
Said, Pray which foot goes after which? 
Which moved his mind to such a pitch 
He lay distracted in the ditch 
Considering—How to run.’ 


We immediately pointed the moral am pa it into the 
following form :— ` 


The praying soul was happy quite 
Until some one did say 
Prayer must be ¢Ars, and that, and thus | 
Which put his mind in such a fuss 
That here and there in vain he’d rush 
To find out—How to pray! ` 


Nothing can be added to this great truth or to its lesson. 
As to “definiteness in prayer,” well, if we were omniscient 
we would be very definite, but believing that God knows 
what is best, we are content to very definitely ask Him to 
do all that He knows to be best. Unfortunately, most 
Christians think they know better than God, and hence 
very definitely decide what they want Him to do. And 
this—in spite of the fact that He has told: them that ‘ we 
know not what we should pray for as we “ong” 
(Rom. viii. 26). 

For our part we have but one desire in this matter, ai 
that is that He would do all His will! By our increasing 

pjnowledge of Him (Eph. i. 17) we are so convinced of His 
infinite love and infinite knowledge, and infinite power t that 
to substitute for these the definiteness of our “ infirmities ” 
(Rom. viii. - viii. 26) v would be our own infinite loss. `” t, 
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Sug Monthly Bible Study. 


“BLAMELESS”—AMÕMOS. $= y 


1. BLAMELESS IN Love : Eph. i. 4. 
2. BLAMELESS CHURCH: ‘Eph. y. 27. 
3. BIAMELESS IN CHRIST: Col. i. 22. 
4. BLAMELESS ATONEMENT : Heb. ix. 14. 
5. BLAMELESS REDEMPTION : 1 Pet. 1. 19. 
6. BLAMELESS PRESENTATION : Jude 24, 
7. BLAMELESS JEWISH REMNANT : Rey. xiv. r 5 
Christ Church Lodge, 
Bromley, Kent, T. GEORGE 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


Me sede Me Se Me Ae Sle SEMEME Se ME ME ME SHEE a 


Signs of the Times. 


i WE AF aE ku AE ME VE VIE IE TE AS FE AE FE JIS a 
' JEWISH SIGNS. 


“THE FAST OF AB. ; 
The recent commemoration of the Fast of the ninth 
month, by all Jews throughout the world, places in strong 
` relief the modern Zionist Movement. oe 
The Fast commemorates the last act in the tragedy of 
Jerusalem—the destruction of the Temple by Titus, in the 
year 70. The anniversary of that event—when, in the 
words of Milman, “ruin’s ruthless ploughshare” passed 
over the site of the famous capital, and “ barren salt” was 
sown on the proud city—possesses peculiar interest just 
now, in view of. the movement to refound the Jewish 
nation in Palestine and to rebuild the Temple. Nota few 
` followers of the ancient faith are inclined to allow the act 
of Titus to sink into oblivion, but their stricter co- 
religionists clothe themselves:in sackcloth and ashes for the 
dire catastrophe. By them to-day the Fast-day is spent in 
sorrow and fasting, and in attending to religious duties. 


THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT. 
- THE COLONIAL BANK. 

The Committee of the Bank have addressed a private 
communication to persons in their confidence on the 
subject of this undertaking. The following particulars are 
known of the objects and headquarters-of the Bank :— 


I.—OBJECTS. 

The Jewish Bank pursues by means of oe undertakings, 
which guarantee a large income on the capital— 

(a) The strengthening and development of the Jewish Colonies in 
Palestine and Syria, acquisition of land for the establishment of new 
settlements on a public legally assured basis, development of every 
kind of trade and industry in the Colonies, commercial and financial 
organisation of exports and imports in the Colonies, advances to 
settlers against morigages, mortgages on land, mortgage deeds, 
establishment of Savings Banks, or Bank branches in the Colonies. 

($) Financial business and extensive undertakings: of every kind 
for the development of Syria and Palestine, as well as the whole of 
Northern Asia; in particular, railway concessions, construction of 
harbours, mines, and commercial monopolies. 

By means of this activity of the Bank co-operation will be given to 
the strengthening of Turkey, which is necessary for the proper 
development of colonisation. ; 

(c) Promotion of productive undertakings for the raising of Jewish 
industry wherever this is a social necessity. 

(d) Management of the National Fund and deposits. 

(e) All banking and stock and share business, with the exceptions 
to be specified in the statutes. 

IY.—HEap OFFICE. 

The central seat of the Bank will be in London, in order, according 
to the English Banking Law, to assure participation in small shares of 
£1 sterling. The capital is for the present fixed at two million 
pounds sterling, but an increase of the capital is desired. 

The following further information is published by the Bank 
Committee: | . 

It is contemplated to call in only 50 per cent. of the capital in the 
first year, A fnancict of position in Russia, whose name is withheld, 
has already subscribed for 3,000 shares, and has guaranteed to take 
17,000 more when the definite prospectus is issued. 


THE BASLE CONGRESS. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT). 
BERLIN, July 17. 

Our Zionist Union has determined to send to Basle 
Herren Dr. H. Loewe, Dr. Katz, and Herr Seeligsehn. 
The newly-founded Charlottenburg Zionistche Vereinigung 
has delegated Herr. Estermann. 

Zionism is daily winning adherents in Berlin. The 
members of Vereinigung Jiidischer Studierender are 
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excellent workers for the new Jewish movement.. This 
club is one of the greatest and most distinguished in 


‘Berlin University. Our young friends endeavour to wake 


and strengthen Jewish self-consciousness among their 
Jewish fellow-students, and to disseminate knowledge of our 
natural history and literature. | i i 
Two delegates to the Basle Congress have been 
appointed by the colonists in the Hirsch settlements in 


Argentina. a - a 
Delegates to the Congress have already been appointed 
in Russia and Russo-Poland. i AR 


ZIONISM IN EGYPT. 

At Cairo the Zionistic movement is gaining strength 
every month. The society “ Bar-Cochba ” held a gathering 
a few weeks ago in order'to elect a representative to the 
Basle Congress. Several speeches were delivered, and Mr. 
Simon Weinstein received the enthusiastic applause of 
members by his declarations against assimilation. Many 
were anxious for the honour of representing Egyptian. 
Zionists, and canvass was carried on with great eagerness. | 
The majority favoured Mr. Bogdadli, of Alexandria, who 
will also represent the branch of his own town. © 


THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT. ` 
Die Welt (the official organ of Zionism) of July 8 con- 
tained a most important leading article, dealing with one of 
the great difficulties which stand in the way of the proposed 


Jewish State. ve 
THE SACRED PLACES ` || 
of Palestine and what is to become of them is a problem 
which cannot be ignored, and it is interesting for us to 
notice that it is being boldly faced by; the leaders of the 
Zionist movement. . ote ` 
The important article reads as follows :— 


‘One of the most difficult questions the solution of which is reserved 
for Zionism is, whether it will be successful in effecting an agreement 
between the Christian churches and the protecting Powers interested in 
Palestine. o a , ; 

“The right of protection of Oriental Christians recognized by 
Turkey, and expressly granted to individual Powers, which:is by no 
means in harmony with the modern territorial principle of the European 
right of nations, arose first from the circumstance that in former 
centuries Christian Europeans never became Turkish subjects, and that 
an adequate Consular protection of all the Powers did not exist ; and; 
secondly, it originated in the great religious interest, which Christen- 
dom possesses in Palestine. ` toant d Be 

“The possibility of: pilgrimages must be secured. to Christian 
pilgrims ; the glory of assuring the roads to the Holy Sepulchre’ and 
the Birthplace of Christ seemed no less worth striving for to the 
Powers, than the influence naturally associated with it, which rendered 
constant interference in the jnternal affairs of Turkey possible. *.: ” 

“The French right of protection of the Christians of Palestine was 
undispu$d until the present century; naturally it was exercised 
principally in favour of Catholics, and in spite of the Franco-Turkish 
war it was maintained under-Napoleon I. Later Russia claimed the 
protection of Oriental Greek Catholics, and the consequent friction had, 
no small share in producing the Crimean War. But the Protestant 
Powers did not remain inactive spectators. - ote 

“ England and Prussia together founded the Bishopric of Jerusalem, 
which is filled by them alternately, and each endeavoured to outshine 
the other in founding péasant-Cotonies, churches, schools, hospitals, 
and Beneficent Institutions of all kinds. - spe One 

“The Imperial tour announced .for October shows once more the 
iron constancy with which William II. pursues his aim in this as in all 
other matters. It shows the value placed upon the strengthening of 
Protestant influence in Palestine, for the supreme moment will doubtless 
be the consecration of the new Protestant church at Jerusalem. `` And 
French and English are not without reason for looking askance on tbe 
visit to Palestine, since its result will be to weaken their influence and. 
to strengthen that of Germany. toa 8 

“The question now is, will the Christian Powers which have 
acquired such important interests in the Holy Land quietly permit the 
i to take possession of it, even under the sovereignty of the Porte? 

ill they not resist at least from purely religious grounds? = 7” ’ 

“ The question cannot be settled by the assertion that it will be 
a matter of supreme indifference to the Powers whether Turkish or 
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Jewish soldiers watch over the Holy Sepulchre, nor with the consola- 
tory suggestion that. ‘the holy places’ might be ex-territorialized. 
The Turks are at present the Beati possidentes, to expel them would be 
to raise the whole Eastern Question. But if the Turks are to vacate 
the land, will it be allowe i to fall into the hands of Non-Christians ? 
Or will not Christian zeal imperiously demand that the Government 
should be transferred to a Christian Ruler? Such religious difficulties 
might be raised. The Catholic Church would contradict her attitude 
of centuries and the steps taken by Clement VI., Martin V., Pius IV. 
for religious reasons in favour of the Jews, jf she were to resist Jewish 
colonization. Are not the hopes and prophecies of the establishment 
of the thousand years’ reign, so numerous in the New Testament, 
always made dependent on the preservation of the Jews, and probably, 
though the signification of the passages is not clear, on their previous 
return to Zion? Besides, the Catholic Church has always come to 
terms with any political constellation which promised any advantage in 
the long run. For this there is the formula ‘folerart potest.’ The 
Republic in France is accepted now, as the Empire was formerly, 
though both were originally condemned as sacrilegious. If complete 
freedom of action is promised to Catholicism m Palestine—and this is 
a promise which in the nature of things a Jewish State must keep— 
Catholic States are often more ‘ free from prejudice’ about it—perhaps 
this would be preferable to the Vatican to Palestine’s falling into the 
hands even of & Catholic Power. Remember how France and Italy, 
Catholic States, treat the Clergy. f 

“ Pro'estantism will be still less likely to raise difficulties. The 
English churches, especially the numerous sects, manifest great 
sympathy for the descendants of the people of the Bible. It is 
nowadays very flattering for a Quaker to be described as a descendant 
of aJew! And in the peculiar religious conditions in England it is 
quite improbable that Palestine would be more readily yielded to Greek 
or Roman Catholics than to Jews. And Protestantism itself is much 
too weak in the Holy Land to cherish any reasonable hopes on its own 
account, 

“Thus there would remain only the opposition of the Greek 
Orthodox Church to consider. But this has always appeared as 
a factor of power in connection with Russian policy. If Russia is not 
hostile to ihe Zionist's idea, the Greek monks will certainly not be 
hostile either. If the necessary guarantees are given them, a sign from 
the Neva will suffice to suppress any opposing force at its bjrth. 

“The essential thing, then, will be to assure the condition of 
Oriental Christians as far as possible, and to make it clear to tbe 
individual churches that they can only gain by a Jewish colonization of 
the land. A Jewish government in Palestine could effect much. At 

resent the conditions of jurisdiction, of public safety, of the trans- 
erence of property are in much need of improvement. Every new 
building must have a special concession, a circumstance which causes 
great expense to religious institutions, every innovation requires endless 
negotiations, and produces additional proceedings which are the more 
difficult to complete because the local officials have always to report to 
Constantinople. . 

‘t A Jewish government established on modern principles would bring 
great advantages in all directions, even to Christian communities. And 
as in addition all possible freedom with respect to their sanctuaries 
would be left to the Christians, they ought not to put any serious 
difficulties in the way of a Jewish colonization. 

‘t The wisest course, tben, will be to treat with the great Powers 
from a purely worldly point of view. This will be best done by show- 
ing the Powers an honest intention of acting as pioneers of culture in 
the Orient, respecting vested interests and standing aloof from any 
fanatical conflict with the religious convictions of others. In these 
aims Zionism is united. The Jewish nation has suffered too much, bas 
too often experienced for itself what it means to be unjustly persecuted, 
for it to restrict others in the freedom of their faith, or ever to contend 
in the spiritual battle save by spiritual weapons. The Jewish com- 
munity will no more cast Mission cannon than it will interfere in the 
doings of Greeks, Catholics, Protestants, and Mohammedans. Per- 
haps the ‘ mission’ is still reserved for Judaism to show other nations 
an example of practical toleration. 

‘“ Therefore we contemplate the plans for the moral strengthening 
of Protestantism in the Orient with equanimity. If the Evangelical 
Powers understand their own interests—as we do not doubt they do— 
Zionism will have no cause to regret the Imperial visit, The realization 
of that which we seek for our unhappy nation would give a guarantee 
to all Christian religions of undisturbed, peaceful development. May 
the festivals in October contribute to increase the perception amongst 
all who, from whatever point of view, interest themselves in the future 
of the Holy Land.” 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 


RELIGION AT OXFORD. 
The Warden of Merton contributes an article to the 
August number of The Nineteenth Century, on the univer- 


sity of Oxford in 1898, which is very significant as a sign 
of the times :— 


Writing on the religious or quasi-religious influences prevalent 
there, and especially among undergraduates, he says, "One thing is 
certain—there is no longer an ‘Oxford Movement,’ and no theological 
propaganda distracts the University from attention to its awn proper 
business. The mantle of Newman has fallen on no later prophet, but 
the High Church party still holds the field in the University, and the 

teat majority of young men who are in earnest about their religious 
aith draw their inspjration from that source. On the other hand, as 
all the world knows, there has been a strange alliance between 
Ritualism’and Rationalism, by no means confined to Oxford, but well 
represented by ‘ Lux Mundi'—a new ‘ Essays and Reviews’ in a High 
Church garb. . . . Probably there never was so much religious talk in 
Oxford as there is now; for in Oxford, as elsewhere, such talk is no 


` longer carried on in whispers, or confined to the secret chambers, but 


may be heard at the meetings of clubs and essay societies, which now 
abound in the University, as it may be heard in London dining-rooms 
and drawing-rooms, if not in ball-rooms. It is not exactly that young 
men treat with a light heart such questions as the existence of God, 
the character of Christ, and the reality of a future life; but they have 
ceased to practise the grave reticence formerly considered due to 
sacred topics, or perhaps to regard them, with their fathers, as matters 
of life and death. Meanwhile, religious energy, which in Tractarian 
days consumed itself in vain disputations about secondary dogmas, has 
of late found a more practical scope in philanthropic enterprises like 
the University settlements in the East-end of London. . . . Not that 
Agnosticism is not widely prevalent among the abler young men, but it 
is rather Christian Agnosticism than ‘infidelity,’ and very unlike the 
aggressive irreligion of the eighteenth century. Indifferent as they 
may be to controversies which once stirred men’s souls, tbese young 
minds are possessed with an ardent curiosity about the highest subjects, 
and if a great religious leader should arise he would find a field ready 
for the harvest.” ` : 
UNITARIAN NOTIONS. 

Ata meeting of “The Unitarian Association” held in 
June last, expression was given to some remarkable asser- 
tions. Unitarian Churches were “free” one speaker said, 
because they were free not only from State control, but 
“ free from any ancient or narrow doctrine which had be- 
come untenable owing to ancient or modern criticism.” 

Another speaker said that after the public worship of 
God “the next object was the building up in individuals 
of the 

RELIGIOUS OR HIGHER LIFE, 
and the formation of character.” 

Another speaker said that ‘ the free rational propagandist 
was more needed than ever, and the spiritual sickness of ' 
the time called for 

THE RELIGIOUS RATIONALIST 
of the day.” He proceeded to dwell on three specific ideas, 
viz., the evolutionary activity of God, the humanity of 
Jesus, and the character of the Bible, declaring that the 
“ here-ness ” (whatever that means) of God was the per- 
petual fact to be set forth.” . 

We can imagine how these “ideas ” are handled by the 
‘religious rationalist of the day.” 

Another speaker “declared that a minister should think 
the truest he could, and should give expression to that 
which he thought.” 

And this is how “ Ruin, Redemption, and Regeneration” 


have been got rid of out of the Gospel of the nineteenth 


century. . 
TEMPERANCE AND THEOLOGY. 


t At the recent service in memory of Frances Willard, in London, 
Canon Wilberforce invited the audience to join him in prayer that 
God would grant to the departed ‘ peace and rest in the paradise of 
Christ.” The fact that this act is contrary to Protestant faith apd 
practice should have saved those gathered at the meeting from such an 
unwarrantable invitation, to say nothing of its being wholly unscrip- 
tural. But, it shows us that there is an intemperance in theology worse 
than in morality.” i 4 i 


SUNDAY CHURCH CONCERTS. 


“In his new work, * The City Churches,’ the Rev. H. W. Clarke 
has embodied a mass of most interesting information, and some 
eloquent statistics relating to the population of the City parishes, 
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clerical incomes, and the expenditure of Church funds. Mr. Clarke 
does not disguise the fact of the gradual conversion of many of the 
City churches into concert houses. ‘The whole cheap concert busi- 
ness,’ he writes, ‘bas taken the place of prayers ‘and preaching, and 
for the amusement of City clerks when they are out for their mid-day 
luncheons. Where the concerts are held, congregations of 130 to 300 
can be attracted ; whereas for prayers and preaching, except in cases 
of good preaching, not more than from two to a dozen can be got to 
attend.’ "-~-Datly Mail, April 23rd. 


THE SAME IN CANADA. 


The letter of a reader in the Montreal //stness shows 
that the baleful influence of the music craze is well nigh 
universal. Mr. Sankey has much to answer for: for not 
until his first visit to England was ‘solo singing” ever 
heard of in Nonconformist Churches. Up till then they 
had faithfully protested against ‘‘ musical services” in the 
Church of England, but now—well, their tongues are tied 
and the evil goes on apace. 

Our friend writes :— 

(To the Editor of the Witness. 

Sir,—'‘ Could you, or any of your readers, kindly give the following 
information to myself and others who are practically being driven from 
the house of God, because instead of a ‘ house of prayer,’ it is trans- 
formed very much into a concert hall? We wish to know where, in 
Montreal, we may find a church (preferably Presbyterian), with pure, 
earnest, orthodox Gospel preaching—where worship is not overlaid and 
smothered by æsthetic and inordinate regard for artistic choir music 
—vocal or instrumental—and where due attention is paid to the ample 
and reverent use of the grand old metrical psalms. In fact a Church 
where the services are conducted in conformity with the teaching and 
example of the New Testament dispensation, and not in the idolatrous 
worship of Orpheus. We are often told that the pulpit is losing its 
power, and no wonder, when the choir and its leader usurp such an 
unduly prominent place. We do not read that St. Paul required such 
extraneous aid (?) when he preached the Gospel in Corinth and 
Ephesus, or St. Peter in the streets of Jerusalem. ‘It hath pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe’; not 
by organ playing and solo singing. —R&VERKENCE." — 

Montreal, Tis; 1898. 


A REBUKE FROM ROME. 
It is sad indeed to see the so-called “ Evangelical” and 


“Protestants.” and ‘‘Nonconformists” rebuked by the’ 


Church of Rome, and a rebuke before which they must 
stand speechless. 

We recently called attention to a 
column in Zhe Daily Mail, as a sign of the times. 
paragraph has the same heading— 

s “MUSIC AT THE CHURCHES" 

“It appears that some disappointment has, however, been expressed 
at the absence of notices concerning the services at the leading Ruman 
Catholic Churches, where the music is of an exceptionally high order. 
The reason for this omission is that it is against the rule of the Roman 
Church to in any way advertise the names of composers or musicians, 
or of the vocalists taking part in any of their services. 

“In this connection it may be of interest to many of our readers if we 
quote the following extract on ‘Church Music and Advertisements,’ 
taken from: ` 


‘standing weekly 
This 


THE DECREE ON CHURCH MUSIC, 
ublished by the Fourth Provincial Council of Westminster, and there- 
ore binding upon the Church throughout the province :— 

"í That the singing should be of such a length as not to necessitate an 

interruption in the course of the Mass, save where the rubrics permit. 
Music should be as much as possible in accordance with the season ọf 
tbe year.and the nature of the feast. : 
' “Priests should remember that the custom, still prevailing in some 
places, of alluring Catholics and non-Catholics to the divine office by 
advertisements, and by placards giving the names of the singers and 
musicians, as well ag the kind of music and the pieces that are to be 
sung, is exceedingly opposed to tbe honour and reverence due to the 
Blessed Eucharist, and is seriously unbecoming the worship of Almighty 
God. But if invitations and advertisements of this kind are made use 
of, the name of the celebrant and preacher, the subject of the sermon, 
and the purpose of the collection, if there is to be one, and those 
matters that refer to the divine worship should alone be published. 
We likewise desire that rectors of churches should not themselves 
publish in the papers, nor allow anyone else to publish, accounts 
savouring of the theatre, and criticisms as to the ability and style of 
the singer, just as is the practice in connection with the stage?’ "— 
Daily Mail, July 281b. 
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‘Thus the Church of Rome has more reverence for the 
Eucharist than the mass of Evangelical Christians have for 
God Himself! More reverence for an idol than they for the 
Living God. z i , 

While Rome puts man out when God is to be exalted 
(though in the form of a wafer), Protestant music-mad 
Christians exalt and glorify men and women and practically 
shut God out. So-called “ worship ” to-day is conducted 
on lines which imply that God’s purposes of grace in this 
world and the conversion of lost sinners were to be accom- 
plished by the cleverness of singing rather than by “the 
foolishness of preaching.” as 

Rome is right for once, while much of so-called Protestant- 
worship must be an abomination in the sight of God | 


RELIGION “SWITCHED ON.” 

Our readers must have noticed in the recent accounts of 
the sad accident to the Prince of Wales, how he was 
amused by means of the electrophone. Ae tdi 

“During the entr’actes at Covent Gardea—the Prince was switched 
on to the ‘Belle of New York,’ Miss Edna May's principal song in 
which afforded him much delight. Every evening henceforward, 
during his Royal Highness's incarceration, the ev-nings at Merlborough 
House will be enlivened in the same manner, while on Sunday con- 
nexion will be made with one of the principal West End Churches— 
probably Canon Fleming’s—by which means the Prince will get even 
his service and his sermon as usual.” . : 

This is evidence of another way in which the Church 
and the stage are becoming interchangeable. i ` 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 


SPIRITISM AND SOCIALISM. 

That Spiritism and Socialism are ready to join hands 
in the coming day of Antichrist is clear from the address 
of Dr. Alfred Russell Wallace at a recent meeting of 
Spiritists in London. The Daily Telegraph (June 24th), 
reports his words as follows, and they need ~no 
comment:— . aey ae 

‘Their duty as Spiritualists was to work “strenuously for the 
improvement of the social conditions which would render it possible 
for all to live a bappy life, developing to the full the’ faculues they 
possessed, and preparing themselves to enter the higher progressive 
life of the spirit world. It was sad to think of the millions of men, - 
women, and children who were yearly sent to the spirit world before 
their time, through the want of necessary means of healthy life, and by 
the various diseases and accidents forced upon them by the vile 
conditions under which they lived. It was a sore burden, too, to the 
more advanced spirits who had to take charge of these millions of 
undeveloped and degraded spirits, and complete their development. 
Some form of Socialism was the only complete remedy for these evils, 
and Socialism he defined as the organisation of labour for the highest 
common good." ` i ` . 

THE LATE CONGRESS OF SPIRITUALISTS. 

Ahab, King of Israel, was one who preferred to have a 
message after the desire of his own evil heart. He refused 
to hear a God-sent messenger (Micaiah), therefore one’ of 
another sort was permitted to speak whose credentials for 
his office are given ’by,himself. “I will go forth, and I 
will be a Jing spirit in the mouth of all Ais prophets.” 

This was s.c. 897. Centuries have passed away and 
A.D. 1898 shows increased activity on their part in 
“speaking lies in hypocrisy,” for it is clear that one of 
Ahab’s lying spirits must have been present, for a leading 
speaker said :— 

“Ttis the Lord God, and His spirit, who is sending us,—everyone 
in every sphere, each one to stand for a time in his:place, each one for 
his own work, great or small. Oh, the happiness of those who, in the 
end, will be able to say, with Paul, ‘I was not disobedient. to the 
heavenly vision’ l- Zhere is the crown of the blessed life,—to see the 
vision and believe it ;—to know its meaning and obey. Not to every- 
one is the same vision given ; not to everyone is appointed the same 
work, The Master has need of many servants. The main thing is to 
hold by the conviction that everyone may serve, and that the Spirit of 
God is sending you." 
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- The following extract describes the character of some of | “was ratified by the shedding of His blood,’t and “ that 


these ‘ many servants.” 

“Fraud among mediums is frequent, but on most occasions they are 
irresponsible, for they act under the impulsion of outside forces.” 

Two speakers give very different estimates of the value 
of the servants sent by the one hey call “the Master.” 

But now we have another way presented for getting at 


truth. 

1. “In the first place, ascertain carefully whether the occurrence on 
which you are called to pronounce is an actual matter of fact. 

2. Once the certainly of the fact has been duly established, examine 
whether it is the product of a known physical force. For example, 
many creakings of furniture are attributed to ‘spirits’ which are due 
to the hygrometric tension of the air, and to variations in that tension.” 

Thus all would-be spiritualists dre to carefully. note 
whether the cracking in the furniture is the right sort of 
crack. If it is  Aygrometric tension,” then have nothing to 
do with it: for this will turn out another fraud. 


Imagine a distressed one anxious to have some guidance 
in perplexity, going about to test the creakings of chairs and 
tables so that it may be clear that there is no “ hygrometric 
tension,” to lead astray. ; 

The president of the congress then read a paper sent in 
by Le Commandant Darget on Photographing Psychic 
Radiations :— 

“ The writer said that his researches into Spiritualism and magnetism, 
which he had commenced in 1871, led him to suppose in 1883 that t 
magnetic fluid which accompanied ordinary Jight was capable of bein 
photographed. He accordingly went to a photographer to have his 
portrait taken, after having written on a piece of paper the following 
words, ' I wish to have on my forehead either a circle, a triangle, or a 
square *; and, as a result, a circle was found on his forehead in the 
priat.” ; 

In Revelation xiii. 16, one is described who “ causeth 
all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand or in their foreheads.” 

Perhaps it will be photographed / From the reports 
given, 1,200 persons were assembled to hear these awful 
things on June 24, 1898. 

‘(Amidst the tastefully-arranged masses of flowers and evergreens 
with which the hall—radiant with electric lamps—was decorated 
throughout, moved about twelve hundred persons of all ranks and of 
many nations.” ` i 

Truly the last days are upon us. It seems, from another 
speaker, instead of “finding God” the confession is made 
of finding a Mad-house. ` 

The experiences are given in great detail of the Medium- 
ship of a Son, the father being the speaker. Recounting 
his son's experiences at courts, including Germany and 
Russia, the melancholy termination is given by the 
father :— 


‘N 


“From that place (Rbeinish Prussia), he was brought lately to his 
seventy-six years old father, in a state of incurable insanity, and he will 
now end his active life, which was so abounding in wonderful deeds, 
in an asylum!” 


REVIEWS. . 
_ Daniel and the Revelation, by Rev. Joseph Tanner, B.A.» 
Hodder and Stoughton, 7s. 6d. 


The author contends that “causing the sacrifice and 
oblation to cease in the midst of the week” refers to the 


atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross—the covenant . 


R 


by His death 'H¢ caused to cease sacrifices and oblations.” 
The reader is referred to Hebrews for proof of sich state- 
ments. ` The Bible says, “ the sacrifice.” The author says 
sacrifices” - Which is right? The Futurists are severely 
handled for the ¢heory that “some individual Antichrist: is 
to appear at the end ‘of this’ dispensation, ‘and! to ‘make a 
covenant with the Jews for seven years, and at’ the end of 
three and a half years to break the covenant’ and put.an 
end to their sacrifice." . The author condemns, such’ views 
as “contrary both to the crifical and to 9.'spiri{uas under- 
standing of the Scripture.” EE GR EY Oa a 
We will give one more example of the author's critical 
and spiritual discernment (page 55, 56, Danje}‘ix: 24-27). 
The subject he has in hand is “ the abomination of desola- 
tion.” The interpretation given is that it alludes ‘to the 
invading Roman Armies. There he cites authorities to 
show “that the expression is used in Daniel with reference 
to the desecration of the Temple by Antiochus, also to its 
defilement and destruction by the Romans under Titus... 
and also in a figurative sense with reference to the pollution 
by the papa? Antichrist in God's visible Church:-" ; There is 
yet one more alternative—‘ There is also good reasop for a 
fourth application of this formula, namely,’ to the’ setting 
up of the Mohammedan ‘abomination that- maketh 
desolate’ ”—A.D, 637: S ie we ee 
This reminds one of the question put by. the great 
Napoleon to one of his physicians, ‘‘ Why, doctor, do you 
put so many ingredients into your prescriptions?” ‘“! For 
this reason, Sire—with such a profusion of shot some will 
be sure to’hit.". We have here the profusion of shot} but 
we question altogether whether one of the explanations 
hits the mark. - To’ suppose that the idolafrous. emblems of 
their nations, namely, eagles, are referred to as “ the abomina- 


| tion” is guess-work, not criticism. Why should the eagle 


on the Roman standard be an abomination any mofe than- 
the lion on the British standard? - If such as hold these 
speculations would read 2 Chron. xv. 16;and find out-why 
Asa removed his mother from -being queen, apd wby: he 
displayed such energy in removing what she had set up, 
carefully reading the revised version, possibly he wight then 
arrive nearer the mark. NA opeic d 
But the complete answer was given in Mr. Newth’s article 
in our July number, where it was conclusively shown what 


_the “covenant " ‘was, and what “the daily’ sacrifice.” is. 


And this not from history, but from the scope of the chapter 
itself, allowing’ the Word of God to be’ its’ only: in- 
terpreter. aan "i Moo: 


, 


Six Short Discourses, by Rev. R. Waters, A.K.C.L. 
Robert Banks and Co., Racquet Court, Fleet Street, price 
1s, Addresses on “ Importance’ of Righteousness,” “ Fall 
of Man,” &c. '. ec eee eae 

In these few scriptural addresses the writer. gives the 
groundwork of Christian verities. “He .expresses’ his 


_ conviction in the following extract that “ The Christianity 


of the present day seems to be wanting in almost al} the 
essentials of truth.” Weare at one with him in thig, þut 
not sanguine that he will accomplish the object he ‘hag! in 
view as expressed in the following sentence : We hope for 
the attention of our archbishops, and bishops, and, their 
coadjutors, the ordained clergy, upon whom rests the: Grst 
responsibility of: trust and faithful “ obedience." At 
present the Bishops do not appear eager to; appear as 
reformers. oe . men OU DSN 
Inspiration of the Bible, by Gordon Furlong.’ C. J. 


Thynne, 6 Great Queen St., W.C., 1s. 6d. - Written for the 
Deist by one who was once a Deist—earnestly commended. 


.. 
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“THE FOOTSTOOL OF CHRIST. 
T a great promise made to Christ in Psalm 

cx. 1, and it is most important that we should 
understand it aright. 

“Jehovah said unto Adon—Sit Thou at My 
right hand until I make Thine enemies Thy 
footstool.” 

Seven times are these words referred to in the New 
Testament :—Matt. xxii. 44. Mark xii. 36. Luke xx. 42. 
Acts ii. 34. 1 Cor. xv. 25. Heb. i. 13, and x. 13. 

Few words have been more misunderstood; and the 
misunderstanding has resulted in errors great, serious and 
vital. The Coming of Christ is Pre-Millennial or Post- 
Millennial according as we rightly or wrongly understand 
this great promise. i 

One writer has published a work and stakes his whole 
position, that Christ’s Coming must be After the 
Millennium, on this one passage. 

A certain school of prophetic students loudly proclaim 
their view that the Church must be on the earth during the 
Great Tribulation, and this is the passage on which they 
chiefly rely. Other passages are quoted as proofs because 
they are not rightly divided. This passage, because it is 
neither rightly translated nor interpreted. 

It is therefore a matter of the first importance that we 
should be perfectly clear as to the meaning and teaching of 
these solemn words which the Lord Jesus declares 
“ David said by the Holy Ghost.” 

First, then, let us look at the words thus used by the 
Holy Ghost. 

The English word “ make ” occurs in the Old Testament 
one thousand, one hundred and eleven times (1,111), and 
forty-nine (49) Hebrew words are so rendered. Of these 
mw (Seeth), which occurs 94 times, is translated “ make ” 
19 times, but even this is not the proper meaning of the 
word. It means fo put, to place, to set, dispose, appoint, con- 
stitute, and always implies design and order. Even in the 
few places where it is rendered “make” it might just as 
well be rendered fo appoint, as when we speak of making a 
king we mean. the appointing or setting him up as king. 
Hence it is rendered to put, 11 times; sef, 23 times; 
appoint, 10 times ; lay, 10 times, &c. 

Its force may be gathered from its earliest occurrences : 
—Gen. iii. 15, “I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, &c.” Gen. iv. 25, Eve “called his name Seth 
(ng), for God, said she, hath appointed (np) another 
seed instead of Abel.” Gen. xxx. 40, “And he put his 
own flocks by themselves and pu? them not unto Laban’s 
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cattle.” Psa. cxl. 5, “They have ser gins for me.” Isa. 
xxvi. I, “Salvation will God appoint for walls and 
bulwarks.” This settles the meaning of the word in 
Psa. cx. 1. There is not the shadow of an idea about 
making in the sense of subduing or putting enemies under 
foot, but of placing them as a footstool for the feet of 
another. 

It is the same in the New Testament. The verb used 
in every one of these seven passages is the same—riOnpe 
(titheemi) to put or place. This word occurs in the New 
Testament ninety-one (91) times, but is rendered make 
only ten times. It is translated pus, 18 times; day, 28 
times ; /ay down, 12 times; set, 4 times ; appoint, 6 times, 
&c. And where it is rendered made it might just as well 
(or better) be appoint or set. (See Rom. iv. 17. Acts xx. 
28, &c.) 

Having thus determined the meaning of the verb, now 
let us look at the particular mood and tense which the Holy 
Ghost has used. All His works and all His words are 
perfect, and sought out of them that have pleasure therein. 

The mood is Subjunctive, and the ense is the Second 
Aorist. F 

Matt. xxii. 44 will therefore read, “ Sit Thou on My right 
hand until I shall have placed (0, #26) Thine enemies asa 
footstool for Thy feet.” The words are practically the same 
in Mark xii. 36. Luke xx. 42. Acts ii. 34, and Heb. i. 13. 

In Heb. x. 13 they are applied rather than quoted, for 
it is stated as an act of Christ rather than as a promise 
concerning Him, that He “ sat down at the right hand of 
God, henceforth expecting until His enemies shall have 
been placed (reOGouw, tethdsin) as a footstool for His 
feet.” 

But in 1 Cor. xv. 25 the use of Psa. cx. 1 is quite 
different from all the others. In all the other six places 
it refers to His session atthe right hand of God and on the 
Father’s throne. But in 1 Cor. xv. 25 it refers to His 
reign as seated upon His own throne (Rev. iii. 21). 
Hence the words are different. It is dype (achri) until, 
marking an absolute and a definite time, instead of ws dy 
(keds an), until, which marks a hypothetical indefinite time 
(ie. “until such time as I shall have put”). Then it is 
Oy (thee) he (not T) shall have put, and the word “all” is 
introduced as well as another word tré (Aypo) under. 

So that what is stated in 1 Cor. xv. 25 is quite a 
different application of the words: their fulfilment rather 
than their prophecy. Christ's reign and not His session. 

What is stated therefore in all these passages is this : 

1. That Christ is now seated at the right hand of God, 
and upon the Father’s throne, not His own. 

2. That Heis seated there until a certain event shall have 
taken place—until the Father shall have placed His enemies 
as a footstool for His feet. Until the purpose of the 
Father is thus asserted, the Son remains seated. Until 
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the footstool shall have been placed, He cannot put His feet 
upon it. 

3. When His enemies shall have been thus placed 
as a footstool for His feet, He will use it as such and 
rise up from His seat and sit no longer upon the Father’s 
throne, but upon His own throne—‘‘the throne of His 
glory ” (i.e, His own glorious throne), and will tread 
down His enemies under His feet, for “He must reign 
(and will continue to reign) until His enemies shall have 
been put (no longer “as a footstool,” but actually) under 
(id, hypo) His feet.” 

The popular misinterpretation is that Christ must 
remain seated at the right hand of God until He (the 
Father) has subdued all His (Christ’s) enemies. This, of 
course, postpones Christ’s rising up from His seat until 
after the Great Tribulation, as some say, or till after the 
Millennium as others say. 

But there is not a word about this in any one of these 
passages, nor in all of them taken together. 

The right understanding of the words which the Holy 
Ghost has used makes all perfectly clear. 

First, that Christ’s session will continue until the time 
shall have come in the purposes and counsels of the 
Father to place Christ’s enemies as a footstool for His feet. 

Secondly, that Christ will then use that footstool, and 
place His feet upon it, and tread down His enemies and 
reign until He shall have put them under His feet. There 
is not a word about a “footstool” in 1 Cor. xv. 25, and 
there is not a word about their being put “ under” His feet 
in any of the other passages. 

By not rightly dividing these seven passages; and by 
reading one, which is different, into the other six, confusion 
is introduced, as well as error and false teaching. 

When the time shall have come for the Father to place 
His enemies as His footstool, then Christ’s session will 
cease, and He will rise up from His seat, and His first act 
will be to come forth into the air for His people to receive 
them to Himself, and take them up to be for ever with the 
Lord, and then, afterwards, to come with them to use the 
footstool which shall have been placed for Him, and tread 
down all His enemies. 

The six passages speak of the p/aang of the footstool, 
which ends a period, and closes up Man’s day, while the 
using of the footstool commences another period, the Day 
of the Lord; and the one passage (1 Cor. xv. 25) closes 
up that period, carrying us on to the end ofthe Millennium, 
when the ‘‘ Day of the Lord” shall issue in ‘‘ the Day of 
God"; “when He shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father, when He shall have put down 
all rule and all authority and power, for He must reign 
until He shall have put all enemies under His feet.” 

If the tense is twice rendered “ shall have ” in verse 24, 
we may surely insist that it shall be so rendered in verse 25. 
And if so rendered there as to Christ’s subjugation of His 
enemies, it must be similarly rendered in the other 
passages, when the Father shall have placed them for the 
purpose of that subjugation. 

Christ is now seated, and He is “henceforth expecting.” 
“ As He is so are we in this world.” We too are seated 


and at rest as to all question of sin, and we are “ henceforth 
expecting” that blessed time to come for the Father 
to place the footstool; then shall He rise up from 
His seat and we be “caught up to meet Him in the air 
and so to be ever with the Lord,” seated with Him upon 
His own glorious throne and reign with Him while He 
subdues all enemies under His feet. 
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WHAT IS THE SPIRIT SAYING TO THE 
CHURCHES? l 


By Dr. BULLINGER. 


\ A TE saw in our last chapter that the seven-times 

repeated injunction to hear, attend to, and obey 
“what the Spirit saith to the Churches” does not refer to 
what is said in the seven epistles in Rev. ii. and iii., and is 
not to be looked for there, inasmuch as those epistles 
are specially and emphatically addressed by Christ, ‘‘ the 
Son of God,” and not by the Spirit of God. Each is 
introduced by the emphatic expression: “ These things 
saith ”—the Son of God, etc., 

Christ does not direct our attention to His own words 
spoken when on earth as recorded in the Gospels, but to 
something which the Holy Spirit is now saying. 

He does not point us to what is conveyed by the newly- 
coined expression “ The Teaching of Jesus ” on earth, but 
rather to the zeaching of Christ from heaven, and that 
teaching consists of these repeated words: “ He that hath- 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches.” 

What He said on earth is necessarily of the highest 
importance to us dispensationally as showing how, through 
His rejection by His people Israel, ‘the salvation of God 
has been sent to the Gentiles” (Acts xxviii. 28). But that 
teaching was given to special persons under special circum- 
stances, and it must be interpreted and applied accordingly. 
It was not designed as a compendium of instruction for 
the Church of God, for the Church was not then being 
formed,” and, as a matter of fact, the churches to 
whom the epistles were addressed did not at that 
time possess the four Gospels as we have them. On 
the contrary Christ expressly said, “I have yet many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now, 
Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will 
guide you into all truth (R.v., ‘all the truth’): for He 
shall not speak of (or from) Himself; but whatsoever’ He 
shall hear, that shall He speak; and He will show you 
things to come. He shall glorify Me : for He shall receive 
of Mine, and shall show it unto you. All things that the 
Father hath are Mine : therefore said I that He shall take of 
Mine, and shall show it unto you” (John xvi. 12-15). 

May we not ask How, When, and Where this promise and 
prophecy was fulfilled? Does this promise refer to us only 
as individuals, and to a subjective personal communication 
of the Holy Spirit to each individually ? or, Are we to look 
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for some formal and special realisation of the Lord's 
words ? 

What is meant by “all truth,” or, asthe Revised Version 
has it, “all the truth,” into which the Holy Spirit was to 
guide the Church? Where are ‘‘the things of Christ” 
which He was to show unto us? Does it mean that the 
Holy Spirit shows one truth to one person and another to 
another person, and these are so different that those who 
receive them proceed to quarrel as to which is the truth? 
It cannot be ! 

Where are we to look then for this specially promised 
teaching and guidance ? 

Surely, when we take these words of Christ, in connection 
with His last seven-times repeated injunction from the 
glory, we are to look for some specific fulfilment of such a 
definite promise as this. 

All those parts of the promise, ‘‘ He shall guide... He 
shall speak . . . He shall show you. . .” etc., are very 
precise, and must surely have a specific performance in 
some definite teaching of the Spirit specially addressed to 
“the churches” as such, and not merely to the experiences 
of individuals. 

Where are we then to look for this, if not in the epistles 
addressed to churches, as such, by the Holy Spirit ? 

How many churches were so addressed? How many 
Bible students are there who can say at once how many 
there are? We have not yet found one who could do so! 
What a solemn comment this fact is as to the universal dis- 
regard of the Lord's last injunction ! 

Seven churches were addressed as such by the Holy 
Spirit. Seven being the number of spiritual perfection.” 

Is it not remarkable that the Holy Spirit addressed seven 
churches and no more: exactly the same in number as the 
Lord Himself addressed later from the glory? 

The seven epistles of the Holy Spirit by Paul had 
already been written and read, and neglected and practically 
forsaken, when Christ sent His own seven to those seven 
churches in Rev. ii. and iii. This neglect was the cause of 
the failure exposed and rebuked in the seven epistles 
addressed by Christ in Rev. ii. and iii. Hence it is that 
Christ closes each epistle by calling attention to those 
epistles of the Holy Spirit: neglect of which had been the 
cause of the ruin, and attention to which therefore would 
be the only remedy. 

The seven churches to which the Holy Spirit addressed 
His epistles by Paul are Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Thessalonians.t 

In these epistles we have the perfect embodiment of the 
Spirit’s teaching for the churches. These contain the “all 
truth,” into which the Spirit of Truth was to “guide” us. 
Where are we to look for this “all truth,” if not here? 
These contain the things which Christ could not speak on 
earth, for the time for such teaching was not then. These 
contain the ‘things to come,” which the Spirit was to show. 


* Thure were nia epistles altogether vo addressed, two being uddreused to 
the Church at Corinth, and two to" tho Church of the Thussuloniuns.” And nine 
is the square (or completeness) of Divine perfection: three times three {3 x 8). 


+ The other pe are “ General,” or arc addreened to individuals (John's v), 
K to ‘Hebrews,’ “ to the Twelve Tribes” (James), or to “tbe Dispersion” 
(Peter). 
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These “glorify” Christ. These contain the “things of 
Christ” which the Spirit was to receive and show unto us. 
Where else are we to look for the fulfilment of the Spirit's 
mission as the great Teacher, if not here? ' 

Not only is the number of these epistles perfect, but 
their order is perfect also. 

The order in which they come to us is no more to be 
questioned than. their contents. But what is that 
order? 

Is it chronological? ‘No! Man is fond of arranging 
them according to the times when he thinks they were 
written, but God has not so arranged them. Indeed, He 
seems to have specially disposed of that for all time, and to 
have forbidden all attempts to arrange them thus, by placing 
the Epistles to the Thessalonians last of all, though they 
were written first. 

This question, therefore, is settled for us at the outset, 
and so decisively as to bid us look for some other reason 
for the order in which the Holy Spirit has presented them 
for our learning. 

That order therefore must present to us the line of study 
marked out for the churches by the Holy Spirit: a com- 
plete course which shall begin and finish the education of 
the Christian: a curriculum which contains everything 
necessary for the Christian’s standing and his walk: the 
“all truth ” into which the Spirit guides him. If he is 
ignorant of this, he must necessarily err, and be an easy 
prey for every new teacher who may rise up. He has no 
foundation on which he may securely rest: no anchorage 
on which he may depend. He is at the mercy of every 
“wind of doctrine ” against which he has no protection. 
He will be carried away by any new “views.” or teaching 
that may be put forth from time to timé, for he has no 
standard by which to try them ! 

How can it be otherwise, if a Christian does not give 
earnest heed to what has been specially written for his 
instruction? Every word of Scripture is for him and for 
his learning, but every word is not about him, But these 
epistles are all about him and about the special position in 
which he finds himself placed with reference to the Jew 
and the Gentile; the old creation and the new ; the flesh 
and the spirit, and all the various phenomena which he finds 
in his experience. 

But now let us seek, in connection with the order in 
which these seven epistles come to us, for their division 
into ¢hree and four: for such division there must be. 

We find it in the fact that three of these epistles stand 
out distinct from all the.others as being #reatises rather 
than epistles ; and as containing so much more doctrinal 
matter as compared with that which is epistolary. This 
will be clearly seen when we come later on to notice the 
structure, which exhibits the contents of each. 

These ‘three epistles are Romans, Ephesians, and 
Thessalonians. 

And the four are placed between these three in two pairs, 
each pair containing respectively ‘‘ Reproof” and “ Correc- 
tion” in contrast to the other’ three, which contain 
“Doctrine and Instruction” (according to 2 Tim. iii. 
16): í 
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A | ROMANS (Doctrine and Instruction). 
B | CORINTHIANS (Reproof). 
C | GALATIANS (Correction). 
A | EPHESIANS (Doctrine and Instruction). 
B | PHILIPPIANS (Reproof). 
C | COLOSSIANS (Correction). 
A | THESSALONIANS (Doctrine and Instruction).* 


We must leave the inter-relation of these epistles for our 
next chapter, and then having looked at them as a whole, 
and in relation and contrast to each other, we propose to 
consider each of them in the light of the whole, and in detail, 
as that detail is suggested and brought out by the special 
relation of each to the whole. 

One fact, however, we may notice here, and that is the 
reason why Zkessalonians, which was written before all the 
others, is put last of all. We may be certain that the order 
is perfect, and that the reason is divine. Is it not this? 

The Epistles to ‘‘ the Church of the ‘Thessalonians ” are 
the epistles in which the special revelation is given con- 
cerning the coming again of the Lord Jesus. If we have 
“ears to hear,” this fact speaks to us, and it says :— 
(Listen !) 

It is useless to teach Christians the truths connected 
with the Lord’s coming, until they have learned the 
truths in the other epistles ! 

Until they know and understand what God has 
made them to be in Christ, and what He has made 
Christ to be unto them, they have no place for the 
truths concerning His return from heaven ! 

Until they have learnt what is taught concerning 
their standing and their walk, they will be occupied 
with themselves, and have no use for the truths 
connected with the Lord’s coming again! 

How important, then, that we should set ourselves to 
give heed to “ what the Spirit saith unto the churches,” and 
thank God for the opened ear, while we pray that, the eyes 
of our understanding being enlightened, we may see what 
has been thus written and given and sent.to us for our 
learning. 


* There is a further and different division of the seven 
into four and ‘Aree. One within the other. We ‘believe 
that the one we have given above is the true one and the 
one for our instruction. But. there is another more 
technical, which interlaces it and enhances its perfection. 

Four of the seven churches were in what became the 
Western half of the Roman Empire (now called Europe) : 
and three were in what became the Eastern half (now called 
Asia). 

re each one answers to the other, West to West and 
East to East, as follows :— 

West ROMANS. 
CORINTHIANS 
GALATIANS 
EPHESIANS. 
PHILIPPIANS 
COLOSSIANS 
THESSALONIANS. 


West. 
East. 
East 
West. ~ 
East. 
Ist 
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| “THE COUNSEL OF GOD" 
AND 
“THE PURPOSE OF GOD." 
E observe that many writers on the Acts of the 
Apostles make no distinction between the 
‘counsel of God” and His “ purpose,” assuming that-the 
purpose of God concerning the church was contained in the 
counsel of God, which Paul had not failed to declare to the 
saints at Ephesus. But is this correct ? 

Paul says, Acts xx. 25-27: “I know that ye all among 
whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see 
my face no more. Wherefore I take you to record this day 
that I am pure from the blood of all men. For I have not. 
shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.” 

Paul speaks of the kingdom of God which he had 
preached among them, as eguivalent to all the counsel of 
God. The counsel of God was concerning His Kingdom. 

The word “counsel ” signifies the deliberation of distinct 
persons ; the revealed counsel of God begins with the 
creation of man, Gen. i. 26, “ Let ws make man, &c.,” and 
is concerning the dominion of man “over the fish of the 
sea, the fowls of the air, and over all the earth.” Psalm viii. 
The Kingdom of the Son of Man. K 

The “ purpose ” of God was eternal (Eph. iii. 11), and 
therefore prior to, and outside of, the “counsel” of Genesis 
i. 26. Besides which, the eternal purpose is the object of 
Deity in Unity. 

The eternal purpose is “that all things which are in 
heaven” as well as “all things which are on earth,” shall 
be “ gathered together in one” under the Son of Man in 
the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ (Eph. i. 10). This is 
“the mystery of His will,” or secret which He has purposed 
(ver. 9) outside of the Old Testament Scriptures, and there- 
fore outside of the ‘‘ counsel ” of God declared by Paul, as 
stated in’ Acts xx. 27. . 

Paul distinguishes between the “purpose” and the 
“counsel” in Eph. i. 11. Predestination is according to. 
His purpose, who worketh all things (Divine providence) 
according to the counsel of His own will. The accom- 
plishment of the counsel of God, concerning the kingdom 
over the earth, is for the accomplishment of His eternal 
purpose concerning the dominion of Christ as Son of Man 
over the heavenly things also. ; i 

Having spoken of his past ministry, Paul in Acts xx. 28, 
speaks of the future to those who shall see his face no more. 
He names the fact which is the basis of his.further teaching ; 
that the church is “the Church of God,” purchased with 
“ His own Blood.” Whether he expounded to the elders 
the truth of the’ Epistle to the Ephesians, we are not 
informed ; it is outside of the subject of “the Acts.” 
‘There is no intimation in the epistle that “the mystery” 
had been the subject of his teaching to them Jefore that 
epistle was written. 

The expression in Acts xx. 28, “the church of God 
which He hath purchased with His own blood” agrees 
with Paul’s statement in Rom. ix. 5 concerning Christ come 
in flesh, ‘‘ who is: over all, God blessed for ever,” and is 
confirmed by the words of the Lord Jesus in revealing 
Himself to the apostle John in Patmos (Rev. i. 17, 18), 
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“Tam the first and the last: I am the Living One and I 
became dead.” Thus the announcement that the church 
among the Gentiles, in separation from Jerusalem, is the 
Church of God; that Israel is cast off as a nation for the 
reconciling of the world; and the last message to the 
churches from the ascended Lord through the apostle John; 
each communication is introduced with the declaration of 
the Deity of the Lord Jesus, which the Holy Spirit through 
Paul connects with redemption by His blood, and which 
the Lord Jesus connects with the fact that He became dead. 

So the Deity of Christ and His death as the sin-offering 
for the world, and the shedding of His blood for the church 
as His purchased possession (Eph. i. 14) is the great fact, 
“the secret” that was from the beginning of the world hid 
in God” (Eph. ili. 9). First made known when Israel as 
a nation was declared to be cast off, after the preaching of 
the kingdom in the synagogues was ended, “all the counsel 
of God having been declared, according to the Scriptures.” 


That Jehovah is Israel's king is plainly revealed in the: 


prophets (Isaiah xxxii. 22). That God’s chosen servant 
should be made an offering for sin, that He should be cut 
off out of the land of the living, that His grave should be 
made with the wicked and with the rich in His death, is 
also as plainly foretold in Isaiah liii. But that Jehovah the 
King and the righteous Servant the Sin-offering are One 
and the same Blessed Person, who is the Head of His 
body—the church, is “ the secret” hid in God until made 
known through Paul as the subject of his special ministry 
to the Gentiles, that they might be blessed with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, “ according to the 
eternal purpose ° of God towards those who were “ chosen 
in Christ before the foundation of the world.” 

The Lord reminded John of His Deity and of His death 
when committing to him His last message to the seven 
churches. Ephesus had left its first love, “al that were in 
Asia” had turned away from Paul (2 Tim.i. 15). The 
Lord Jesus revealed Himself to John in the aspect in which 
He is declared in Paul’s epistles to the churches among the 
Gentiles, and exhorts “him that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit is saying unto the churches.” 

The Gospel, as preached by the apostles, was concerning 
Jesus, the Man of the seed of David, raised up to reign 
over Israel and the Gentiles (Acts ii. 24, 30, 323 iii. 26; 
xiii. 23, 33, 343 ‘Rom. xv. 12), “according to the deter- 
” minate counsel and foreknowledge of God.” In it was 
declared “all the counsel of God,” according to the 
Scriptures. 

The Gospel, as committed to the Church of God among 
the Gentiles by the Holy Spirit through the apostle Paul, 
is concerning the Deity of Christ, the Son of God, in whom 
God came down to reconcile the world unto Himself, 
through death as a sin-offering. Thus, “ God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them.” For He hath made Him who 
knew no sin, to be “ sin for us, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.” This is the Gospel accord- 
ing to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret 
since the world began (Rom. xvi. 25). According to 
eternal purpose (Eph. iii. 9-11). 
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The distinction between “the counsel of God” and His 
“ purpose” is important, as marking the difference between 
Paul's preaching ‘‘according to the Scriptures” and his 
teaching in his epistles concerning “the mystery hidden 
from ages and generations ''—and the Gospel according to 
the revelation of that mystery. 


“I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU IGNORANT: 
BRETHREN.” 


S* "is the number specially significant of wan. Man 
was created on the sixth day, and wherever in 
Scripture we have this number or any multiple of it, it 
always stamps it as having to do with Man. Many illustra- 
tions of this are given in Dr. Bullinger’s Number in Scripture. 

We add one more here. 

Ignorance is man’s special human infirmity. Anjmals 
know more than man (Isa. i. 3). No animal is so helpless 
as man in the years of infancy. : 

It is remarkable, therefore that in connection with the 
Church of God, and the epistles addressed to churches as 
such, containing the special instruction necessary in con- 
sequence of man’s ignorance concerning the church, there 
are six different occasions on which it is written: “I would 
not have you ignorant, brethren.” l 
Rom. i. 13. Of Paul’s purpose to prosecute his great mission 

and ministry to the saints in Rome. So chap. xv. 23. 

Rom. xi. 25. That blindness in part is happened to Israel. 

1 Cor. x. 1-11. That the camp in the wilderness was 
the type of the baptized assembly under the preaching 
of the kingdom. 

1 Cor. xii. 1. Concerning spiritual things connected with 
the Church as the Body of Christ by the ia cae 
with the Holy Spirit. 

2 Cor. i. 8. Of the trouble at Ephesus, at the close of 
his ministry there (Acts xix.), when his preaching the 
kingdom ends and the revelation of the Mystery begins. 

1 Thess. iv. 13. Concerning those that are asleep. Their 
resurrection and translation with the saints that are 
alive at the coming of the Lord, to be for ever with 
Him, when the Mystery is completed. 

The significance of ‘these six occurrences of this weighty 
expression will be seen by those who have patience to work 
them out in the order in which they are given to us by the 
ay PHE 
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2. SPEEDY COMMAND: Esther iii. 15. 
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We cannot hold ourselves responsible for every expression of the respective 
® . Many things with which we may not wholly agree are inserted as being 
either suggestive or worthy of consideration. 


“THE TIME THAT NOW IS.” 
By THE Rev., JAMES C. SMITH. 


(At the Liverpool Conference, 1896.) 


N Romans xiii. 11 it is written, “‘ Knowing the time, that 
] now it is high time to awake out of sleep.” What 
is the time on the dispensational clock ? 
-about are we? If we do not see whereabouts we are, if 
we do not see what is the time of day on God's dispensa- 
tional clock, we shall not realise, as we ought to realise, our 
practical position. Let us be clear about that. There are 
three times in the Bible by which we may realise the time 
on the dispensational clock. There is the time past, in the 
17th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. You remember 
that remarkable chapter which tells of Paul, on 
Mars Hill, speaking amongst all the culture of Athens. 
“The times of this ignorance God winked at.” He had 
been talking about the idolatry of the Gentile peoples, 
the state of the Gentile world, and the times of this 
ignorance God overlooked. He overlooked them so as 
not to deal with them in judgment then. He overlooked 
them for the sake of His own Son who was coming, and 
for whose sake, for the sake of whose death, He was going 
to deal with men and sin. And so that was the past 
time of ignorance, covering over 4,000 years. 

What is the time now? The Jewish people were put 
under a wonderful ‘system of spiritual education by 
God, and they were under ordinances and Levitical 
ceremonials until the time appointed, which was to be the 
time of reformation. Christ being come, the High Priest 
of the things to come, has gone into the glory, having 
obtained eternal redemption and redemptive regeneration. 
That is the time of the clock to-day. In chapter iti. of 
the Acts, Peter appealed to the Jewish people, and said, 
“ Repent and return now, that your sins may be blotted 
out; you have crucified your Lord; you have killed your 
Messiah ; even now He has sent back the Spirit from 
above that He may win back your hearts to Him. Will 
you be converted in order that the times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord? And He will 
send Jesus Christ, whom the heavens must receive until 
the times of the restitution of all things which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of His prophets since the 
world began.” That is the time of restitution, in the 
future. The time of redemptive reformation is now. That 
is whereabout we are. 

When the Lord Jesus Christ came, the world did not receive 
Him ; His own people did not receive Him. The poor world 
was ignorant of Him and of His mission, and would not have 
Him. But the highest seat that heaven affords is His now by 
right. The Lord Jesus Christ has taken possession of that 
throne of glory in His own name, and He has taken it by 
right; and He is coming back again soon to take us to Him- 
self. He takes everything by right. The only person that 
ever entered heaven by works is Jesus Christ. We cannot 
enter heaven by works. Our title to heaven is faith in the 
Christ that died for us. The Lord Jesus appealed to His 
Father, “I have finished Thy work, now glorify Me.” I 
can trust in the work that He did, and go into heaven on 
that ground. Thank God. The Lord Jesus Christ worked 


- Look to Him and live. 


Where 


Soe 


for us and died for us, and we glory in the work 
that He did, Is there a precious heart still without God 
and salvation? I point you to Him who died for us. 
If you look you will live. God 
has said so. 

What is the time? I remember once going into a railway 
station at Hull to set my watch right by the clock. But when 
I got there I found a big piece of matting thrown over the 
clock, and I could not get the railway time atall, The clock 
was under repairs. That is where a great many Christians 
are. They cannot show the time on the clock of their life. 
Now it is high time to awake out of sleep, for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. Thus we. are 
standing between the times of ignorance and the time that 
isto come. We are in the valley waiting for the dawning 
of the day. 

Three Psalms will help us to this practical thought— 
Psa. xxii., where you have the Saviour and His cross ; 
then Psa. xxiii, where you have the shepherd and his 
crook ; and then Psa. xxiv., where you have the sovereign 
and his crown. In Psa. xxii. we have, “ My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me?” And Psa. xxiii., the shepherd 
leading his flock through the valley; and Psa. xxiv., 
when the gates of glory open, and the King of glory 
comes in. He takes us with Him. ‘ Who shall ascend to 
the hill of the Lord? He that hath clean hands anda 
pure heart.” “Lift up your heads, ye everlasting gates, and 
the King of glory shall come in.” We are in Psalm xxiii. 
now, going through the valley. We are looking back to 
the cross, and going forward to the crown, obedient to the 
shepherd who is leading us through the valley. That is 
the time of day on the dispensational clock.’ Thus we 
may know the time; and it is high time to awake out of 
our sleep, for our salvation is nearer than when we believed. 
How much nearer is it than when Paul wrote these words ! 
The Lord Jesus will soon be here. 

Let me tell you of your prospect, and of the 
power that is going to accompany it, and the note 
of praise and the note of practice that ought to 
be in our lives on account of it. Take these four 
words. First, our prospect ; second, the power that is to 
accompany the prospect ; third, the praise that ought to 
characterise us on account of the prospect; and, fourthly, 
the practice that ought to be seen in every Christian that 
has that prospect in his heart. What Is our prospect? 
Here it is. ‘Behold, I tell you a mystery; we 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed: in a 
moment.” The apostle says, “ Behold.” I think that is 
the holy trumpet sound calling Christians’ attention to the’ 
coming Christ. Did you ever notice how the Spirit of God 
has appropriated that word to the Second Advent? In 
Matthew xxv. it is, “ Behold the bridegroom.” -.Here: jt is, > 
Behold, I tell. you a -mystery.” Look you, consider, lift 
up your heads ; look out, the bridegroom is coming. In 
the Book of the Revelation, you hear the ` words, 
“ Behold, He cometh with the clouds,” and at the yery 
close of the book, the last word from the throne is, 
“ Behold, I come quickly.” And between all these you 
have a great many more, where the Spirit of God sounds a 
trumpet calling the attention of Christians to the’ coming 
Christ by the word, “‘ Behold.” Listen to it now. °°." 

Our prospect is an open secret. I opened thé newspaper - 
this morning to see what was going on in the world, to see 
how God Almighty was guiding things. This is the principle 
on which I read newspapers, to see how God Almighty is 
bringing His purposes to pass. I noticed, in the first 
paragraph about the new Emperor of Russia, that “it is 
an open secret,” so-and-so. You can read the rest for 
yourselves. I said I had an interest in that, because the 
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Lord had laid it on my heart to speak of this open secret. 
Itis no longer a thing hidden, but something told. That 
is our prospect. It is an open secret that we are not all 
going to die, but we are going to be changed in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye. ‘There is the mystery of the 
kingdom in Matthew. There is the mystery of the Church 
in Ephesians. There is the mystery of Zsraeľs part 
blindness in Romans; the mystery of /awlessness. in 
Thessalonians ; and the mystery of God that is going to be 
finished in Revelation ; and now here is the mystery of the 
redemplion rapture when He comes. These are all open 
secrets. They are no longer secrets, but they were things 
which nobody could have known until God told them 
through His servants. We are in possession of these 
things which God has given us. Praise God, this secret is 
our specific hope; it is our true prospect. 

e shall not all sleep.” 

don’t go forth and say that death is sure to a Christian 
man. Never say that again. It is quite possible a great many 
of you have said such things, but I say to you, for the sake of 
your Lord, for the sake of the truth, never say again that it is 
certain we shall all die. Let us be truthful, and let us 
reverence the truth, and speak as the Word of God speaks. 
It seems ‘to me that in these days of departure from the 
Word of God we have got a strange way from the way in 
which the apostles speak. We seem to be afraid of their 
phraseology. God help us to search and see if we are ina 
position to use apostolic language about ourselves and our 
fellow Christians. Thisis ourhope. We are not to sleep; 
we are to be changed ina moment. How suddenly it is 
‘gaing tobe done! If the Lord were to do it to-night I 
should suddenly see my poor body transformed into 
immortality, and our corrupting friends in the dust would be 
suddenly raised and made incorruptible.. And when that 
corruption shall have put on incorruption, and these mortal 
frames have put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written : Death is swallowed up 
in victory, God’s victory, Christ’s victory. Thanks be to 
God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
. There is an'awful procession of death going on and on 
and on, and the tramp, tramp, tramp of the feet of the 
living carrying the dead to their resting places. One day 
soon that procession is going to be arrested. Thank God, 
He will come and lay His hand on the bier whereon the 
dead lies, and He will arrest the funeral procession, and 
disturb the graves where the dead now lie, and He will call 
them from thence and take them up to be for ever with the 
Lord. Then we'll sing, “ For éver with the Lord, amen, 
so let it be, life from the dead is in that word, ’tis 
immortality.” Let us sing it in our hearts again. 

How is that going to be done? ‘There is power egual to it. 
The power that raised the daughter of Jairus, the power that 
raised the widow’s son, and the power that raised Lazarus 
when he was at the point of corruption, that power is 
going to bring about this great and sudden change. 
Notice this, flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
heaven. I cannot go into the kingdom of heaven with this 
fleshand blood. Fleshand blood do not inherit that kingdom. 
Evolution cannot touch that corruption in the dust and 
make it incorruptible, neither can evolution tell you how 
this body of mine can rise up and meet the Lord in the 
air. Evolution cannot tell you that, neither can it tell you 
how the Lord, the Incarnate One, came into the world as 
flesh and blood. 

Therefore, says Paul, I tell you a mystery. Just 
so; because the laws that we are acquainted with 
are ruled out of Court. It is going to be done simply 
and solely by the almighty power of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Take notice of this sentence ; 


‘these words. 
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He shall descend from heaven and do it Himself. He has 
done it for Himself. It is nothing new to Him. He has 
given a foretaste and a guarantee that it shall be done. 
His own grave, above all, is empty, to-day. Thank God 
for the emptied grave and the filled throne. Let us ‘praise 
Him. Let us raise this song, “Thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

It is a beautiful note of praise. When the children 
of Israel stood’ on the Canaan side of the Red Sea, 
when their enemies where lying dead on the shore, they 
sang this song; and so it will be with us. . ‘f Death 
is swallowed up in victory.” Is it any wonder that 
we praise Him? In our hearts we ante-date that, and sing 
the song now. “Thanks be to God who giveth us the - 
victory.” Notice that present tense. We are ante-dating 
it. We are getting it spiritually already. We will get it 
literally by-and-bye. “ Giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” because He has come out of death and 
the grave, and is up inglory. The grave is empty, and it is 
through our Lord Jesus Christ that God gives us the victory. 

We are praising Him and we are a happy people. 
Thank God, we are nota gloomy, morose people as the 
world thinks we are. Do you think those who are looking 
for the king are a poor, miserable, drivelling kind of people ? 
Why should we be miserable? I do not know of anyone 
who has any right to sing this song of victory except those 
who are looking for the coming of Christ. The sting of 
death is sin, but the Lord has borne the sin for us. And 
the strength of sin is the law. But the Lord Jesus 
Christ has taken its curse. Death is-sin’s wages, and 
the law is sin’s warrant. But now, in Christ, we have 
nothing to do with either. The condemnatory sentence of 
the law found its effect upon my substitute, and the sin 
that was mine has become His by transference to the 
Saviour. I cannot explain the mystery of it; it is 
beyond us, but it is a fact, and my heart says Amen to it. 
We can take it as a fact if we cannot explain everything, 
because we have the word of our Lord that it is real. 

Let us take it home to our hearts, as if we never 
did it before, and thank God for the victory which we have 
now. There is now no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus. Let us sound that note of praise. ` 

Now for the practice. “ Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye steadfast.” Take care of yourownsoul. Be unmovable; 
take care that nobody else moves you. Be careful; look at 
Weigh ‘them; they are well “chosen. Be 
“always abounding in the work of‘ the Lord.” Stretch 
out your hand, my brother. The souls of. men and 
women are perishing. . What are you doing to save 
them? Are you looking after your own heaven and your 
own safety? God pity you if you are not stretching out 
your hand to help those who are wrestling on a stormy 
sea. God put it into your heart to work, inasmuch as oyr 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. - 
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Questions and Jnswers, 


QUESTION No. “185. 

Walthamstow. (a) * I gather from ‘ Things to Come’ that 
‘in Christ’ means in Christ mystical, e., being a member of 
His body. Would that explanation apply to Galatians i. 22 
(Churches of Judea which were f» Christ)? The context would 
seem to point to a very early period in Paul's career, for the phrase 
to apply to the body. 

(b) “What is the explanation of the * better na of 
Heb. ix. 23? 

(c) ‘What is the nee of the ‘statues peat were not 
good’ of Ezek. xx. 25?” 


F. P., 
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(a) The expression “in Christ ” is not limited to those 
who are declared. to be ‘‘ the members of His body.” It 
is used by Peter in his first epistle (v. 14), and therefore 
quite distinct from the truth concerning the Headship of 
Christ and the Church as His body. It includes all who, 
by a Divinely wrought faith, received the gospel ‘according 
to the Scriptures.” For “in thy seed (¢.e., Christ the seed 
of Abraham) shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” 
“In Him” all that believe are justified (Acts xiii. 39, 
Isaiah xlv. 25). ‘‘In Him” all Israel shall be saved. 

From these Scriptures it seems that “in Christ” will 
apply to all the saved from the day of Pentecost onwards, 
including the churches in Judea and others, while Paul was 
still a persecutor, and Paul could speak of some who were 
“in Christ” “ before me” (Rom. xvi. 7). 

(6) Hebrews ix. 23. The whole subject of the epistle is 
the excellency of the Person of the Son of God beyond all 
who were before Him, and therefore the value of His death 
beyond all the sacrifices. God had appointed four 
sacrifices for the people of Israel. They are mentioned in 
detail in chap. x. 8, “ Sacrifice (trespass offering) and offering 
(peace offering), burnt offering, and offering for sin.” The 
death of the Lord Jesus is presented by the four evangelists 
as fulfilling these four offerings. Matthew, the Trepass 
offering ; Mark, the Sin offering; Luke, the Burnt offering ; 
John, the Peace offering. Since the offering of the body 
of Jesus, the Son of God, has’ superseded all these offerings, 
hence the plural is here used by the figure of Enalage (or 
exchange) for a most emphatic singular, denoting its great- 
ness and importance. A Jdetter, greater and more im- 
portant sacrifice is the meaning conveyed by the plural being 
put for the singular. 

(c) Ezekiel xx. 25. Verse 23 shows that the Lord 
is speaking of what was done in the wilderness. Paul says 
of the law in Gal. iii. 19, it was added " because of trans- 
gressions,” and in ver. 21, “If there had been a law given 
which could have given life, verily righteousness should 
have been by the law.” The laws given at Mount Sinai 
were “the judgments whereby they should not live,” for the 
law was the “ministration of death” (2 Cor. iii. 7). 
law was holy, just and good, but since “by it was the 
knowledge of sin” (Rom. iii. 20) it could not bring good, 
but only condemnation to those who were under it. 
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JEWISH SIGNS. 
THE SECOND ZIONIST CONGRESS 


has come and gone. We should like to give our readers 
some idea of it with pictorial illustrations of its remarkable 
features. 

We can give only its general results, and will do so in 
the words of the world’s newspapers, who know nothing of 
prophecy, and look on the whole movement as social and 
political in its aims and ends. 

For ourselves, the mere fact of the Congress being held 


The 


is sufficient to make it one of the most momentous signs 
of the times which we could have. 

Why all this excitement which is stirring the whole 
Jewish race to its very depths? And why now instead of 
at any other period of the world’s history? The evident 
answers to these two ‘questions show us the importance 
and significance of the Zionist movement. 


The Jewish World remarks :— 


‘*The one point, to. be recorded by future historians in times when 
the Zionist movement and its results can be fully seen, is the wonderful 
power of an ideal to unite together the scattered members of the House. 
of Israel. Nearly two thousand years have passed away since Israel 
ceased to be a nation, and was scattered over the face of the earth. 
Nothing but the Mosaic Code sufficed to bind the wanderers, this was 
their sole sbield against assimilation, their one defence against the 
nations that strove to swallow them up. Now, after the long centuries 
of almost ceaseless persecution, after troubles to which the Egyptian 
Captivity must seem, by comparison, a small thing, a cry is raised to 
call the nation home again, and from the four corners of the earth the 
call echoes in hearts that have never lost hope or faith. The wonder- 
ful vitality that conquers time and survives persecution is something to 
be proud of, it is the necessary effect of a given cause, and the. cause 
is Orthodox Observance. . i ` 

tt Whether the movement succeeds or fails, it has demonstrated the 
existence of countless Jews in all parts of the world imbued with the 
spirit that may have animated their forefathers, whom Vespasian sold 
into slavery when the second Temple fell to ruins amid the flames. 
As our representative in Basle pointed out last week, the expression of 
Jewish hope and faith has not been canvassed, the proposals emanating 
from Vienna have not been endorsed with apy false value. They have 
been offered simply and plainly to a people scattered all over the earth, 
and the answer has been ‘practically unanimous. At the moment we 
can recall no great measure in the history of the world's great nations 
that has received a more unanimous assent. The Brotherhood of 
Israel has seen empires come and go, has followed civilisation as it 
moved from one Continent to the other, has watched the rise and fall 
of kingdoms and beliefs, has suffered every torment that persecution 
can devise and martyrdom submit to, and now remains, as in days of 
old, confident ia the future, and even stronger by the sufferings it has 
undergone. . .” 


The Daily Chronicle (Sept. 1) remarks :— 


‘We published yesterday a telegram from our correspondent in 
Basle recording the startling fact that the Zionist Congress has taken 
the first practical step towards the realisation of their dream. They 
have decided to form a Jewish Colonial Bank, to be started in London 
with a capital of £2,000,000. The applications are to include 20,000 
for one share each—in order, of course, to obtain help from. the 
poorer Jews. Having come to that decision, they proceeded to hold 
an all-night sitting, and separated yesterday morning with the cheerful 
consciousness of having taken a long step towards their end, We 
shall soon see whether. this is the case. This scheme of a Colonial 
Bank is based, of course, on the remarkable utopia of Dr. Herzl, 
sketched in the pampblet with which he crystallised the long yearn- 
ing of the Jewish race for a return to Palestine. The idea was taken 
up with vigour and enthusiasm by the younger Jews in all the nations 
of Europe. It was taken up in Germany by no less a person than 
Herr Max Nordau. Then came a series of congresses, in which the 
‘Zionist’ movement Lecame cosmopolitan and European, The idea 
has spread through these congresses, of which the Basle assembly is the 
latest, from end to end of Europe. It has reached every circle of 
Jews; it has grown with every fresh expression of anti-Semitic fury. 
A new hope has come to the persecuted Jews of Russia, Poland, 
Austria, and France—a new light on their horizon. With quite a new 
meaning they now pray the ancient Passover prayer that they may 
next year be in Jerusalem. The old hopes revive. An ancient 
religion looks back to the place of its birth and dreams of renewing its 
youth. With this high aspiration, the Jew bears up more manfully 
against his oppressors, The exile of the great Czar tries to forget his- 
broken home, and his divided family, as he sweats in his East-end den. 
The defender of Dreyfus forgets the tangled web of merien, forgery, 
and deceit in which he is enmeshed, and dreams of a rebuilt Temple, 
and a Palestine blossoming once more like the rose. The Jew 
outcast of Germany—the Jew of Algeria—even the Jew of Morocco— 
everywhere they stir with one common hope of a nationality renewed, 
a religion revived. The long exile will be forgotten like a nightmare. 
The divisions of race and place will exist no more. Once again they 
will ascend the holy hill of Zion, and God will remember His people. 

** Such is the dream. We would do nothing to shatter it.” 


THE CONGRESS ITSELF 
cannot be described with its receptions, reports and state- 
ments: and its subjects connected with colonisation, the 
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Jewish Colonial Bank, its stirring scenes, its all-night 
sitting, etc., etc. ; its own post-cards, its own Zionist medal 
issued in connection with the Congress. While we cannot 
describe all these we must give some descriptive idea of the 
commencement and the close, which we take from Zhe 
Jewish World :— 

“ BASLE, SUNDAY MORNING, AUC. 28. 


“ The first Congress has commenced ! One realises, for the moment, 
little else but this one great fact. A year ago to-day ! What passions, 
what thoughts separate the two meetings; and yet one forgets all this. 
One sees little ; the decorations intermingle and blur; there is life, 
energy, and enthusiasm ; the air is thick with applause ; men and 
women vie with each other in rendering homage by sound and action; 
and then this, too, intermingles—it is a stupendous scene, but one passes 
through it as through a vortex of emotion, caught up here, cast up there, 
round and round with the current, heedless, almost powerless. The 
stream eddies in a thousand whirls, and as sound and motion cease, as 
men strain eye and ear for the proceedings, one raises one’s head out 
of the chaos of sound, and clear above all comes the knowledge that 
the second Congress of Zionists has commenced. What it intends and 
what it shall accomplish, there is no need to presage, besides that is 
pot to the moment. One has gathered a broad fact; somehow one 
tealises that it is of epoch-making importance, and then lets all things 
pass and mould themselves into it. There are faces one knows and 
remembers ; there are new faces, or new versions of an old type, there 
is a greater assembly, there is new blood, there is more formality, and 
even more excitement than at the first Congress, but-one does not 
pause to measure or compare. From the ends of the earth these men 
and women come together, and these first moments of holy, almost 
sublime emotion, tell us simply how beautiful and how mighty is the 
brotherhood of our nation, and how the nation intends to emancipate 
itself. * 

“Dr. Herzl, followed by the members of the General Committee, 
came into the hall which was packed with delegates, whilst the gallery 
was crowded with visitors, at 10.30, and received a hearty cheer. He 
delivered a speech which was punctuated with cheers, but the 
Congress worked itself up first when its leader referred to the action 
of the Protest Rabbis; and then again, when he declared that 
Zionism would maintain Judaism, bis words were met with a thunder- 
clap of applause which died away like the sound of rifle-fire,.and was 
only equalled when he stated tbat Zionism could achieve its aims. 
Herr Oscar Mamorek then submitted a list of tbe names of the 
Honorary Officers of the Congress. With a dramatic gesture he 
pointed to Dr. Herzl as its President. The Congress having decided 
to vote the list zz d/oc, the officers were elected by acclamation, Dr. 
Nordau, Dr. Gaster, M. Bernard Lazare, Dr. Rulf, and Herr D. 
Wolfssohn, receiving the most marked ovations. The officers, amid a 
fresh outburst of loud cheering, took their seats, and then began the 
business of the day. The Congress at that moment was a most 
imposing picture, the crowded galleries and the visitors all eye and 
ear. At the back of the platform the Rabbis and the delegates sat at 
tables that ran parallel to the platform. 

“Quietly, Dr. Nordau ascended the tribune and reported on the 
situation of the Jews in the past year. It was an intense moment, the 
short figure, with trimmed white beard, and clear-cut face, was once 
more in the tribune. Slowly the voice rose above allsounds. The 
situation had not changed ; it was worse, not better, and immediately 
Dr. Nordau plunged into the subject, the Rabbis rose to watch the 
speaker, and amateur photographers set their machines; but all lost 
themselves in the wonderful phrases that came from those expressive 
lips. Russia, Roumania, Galicia, all were sketched briefly, but Dr. 

ordau devoted a good deal of hisspeech to the consideration of anti- 
Semitism in France. Bernard Lazare and Jacques Bahar here received 
special ovations, for as Dr. Nordau pointed out, they were of the few 
Jews, who, in France, had had the courage to fight for justice. Dr. 
Nordau was bitter against the mass of the French Jews, and especially 
against the rich and those who said guilty or not guilty they would 
know- nothing of the Dreyfus affair, Anti-Semitism was the 
cause not the result of the Dreyfus affair, Then the speaker 
described the Pauper Alien Bill as a nineteenth century cultured 
expression of antipathy to a Jew, but the Bill was but an expression 
of the feeling that was spreading, and so Dr. Nordau brought us round 
to Zionism, which was not a party, but Judaism itself. Satire, 
cynicism, humour, high thought, idealism, all followed one another 
without a pause until the peroration of the speech, which is to be dis- 
tributed, carried the whole assembly off its feet, and the cheering 
of the speaker, and a rush of the delegates to congratulate him 
followed. For five minutes the Congress paused to recover breath, and 
then the committee were appointed. A few disputed certain points, 
but the majority desired to get rid of these elections without debate. 

“All upstanding, Dr. Herzl solemnly referred to the death of 
Prof, Schapira, ‘Rabbi Mohilewer, and other well-known Zionists ; 
even the visitors took part in this demonstration.” 


THINGS TO COME. 


THK CLOSING SCUNK, 
Dr. Rulf came forward at about four a.m., and standing in the 
middle of the platform addressed the now fited gathering. His 
observations were as emotional in phrase as they were dramatically 
uttered. As he uttered the names, Herzl, Nordau, Gaster, 
Mandlestamm, the delegates rose to their fect, the gallery, too, men 
and women, alike took part in one of those enthusiastic scenes which 
the pen cannot describe.. All the acclamations that had gone before 
were as nothing to this expression of thanks. Herr Strelitski followed. 
Finally Dr. Herzl rose. It was an imposing, a royal reception, a 
worthy closing to a great scene. He bad to thank Basle for the warm 
reception it had given the Congress, he had to thank them for the 
friendship shown them, he thanked the non-Jews for their interest in 
the movement, and he thought he could well say the movement was 
an ethical one and of interest and importance to the times. Zionism 
was not as had been said, a sorrowful necessity, but a glorious ideal. 
(Cheers). Might ‘these effdrts which Dr. Nordau had said were the 
last efforts of Israel succeed. (Loud cheers). We are journeying in 
new paths; Israel is going on a moral journey of modern ideals. 
Whereto the path will lead us we do not know, but I hope and trust 
it will bring us to better days. (Cheers), ‘‘The second Congress is 
at an end!” 
After the Congress, Dr. Herzl received from the Sultan a 
reply to the congratulatory telegram which had been sent 


to him. 


` POLITICAL SIGNS. 


UNIVERSAL PEACE. 


Side by side with the remarkable Jewish Signs we have 
another which has suddenly burst upon us in the proposal 
of the Czar for a conference of the European Powers, with 
a view to disarmament ! 

The proposal is positively startling in its significance. 

Swords are to be beat into plough-shares, but before that 
takes place there is much to be accomplished. The great 
judgments of the Day of the Lord must precede and usher 
in Millennial peace. ; 

It is “when they shall say, Peace and safety ; then sudden 
destruction shall come upon them” (1 Thess. v. 3). It 
does not read when there shall be peace, but “when they 
shall SAY peace.” It has been thus before. 

The great Exhibition of 1851 was to usher in this peace, 
but it was soon followed by the Crimean War. 

When Napoleon III. welcomed the new’ year of 1870 
with the now historical proclamation “ L’ Empire est paix,” 
the great Franco-German War broke out before that year 
closed, 

So now it may be that even out of the discussion of this 
very proposal war may come. The Conference itself may 
be the very cause of war. 

One thing is certain, and that is that France was never 
in a tighter place! She cannot agree to the Czar's proposal 
without giving up all idea of recovering her two lost 
provinces, for which (she now admits) she has made the 
most prodigious sacrifices for the last twenty years. And she 
cannot refuse without offending and losing her ally, the 
Czar, without whose help she cannot hope to accomplish 
her desire. 

All students of the prophetic word will narrowly watch 
the course of political events, as they are the only ones 
who can understand their import, 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. , 
THE NEW GOSPEL A FAILURE. 

A letter in the Christian World, from one who signs 
himself “ Pastor ” reveals a sad condition of things, and is 
a confession of failure in preaching the new gospel of 

THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD. 

He writes to enquire of his brethren in the ministry, what 

has been the effect of their preaching the Gospel of the 
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Fatherhood of God. For himself he admits that although 
he has now preached it for ten years, it does ‘‘ not lay hold 
of the masses like the older, even harder, Gospel,” which 
contained an element of terror. He believes it to be the 
true Gospel, but asks what he is to do in face of its failure 
saviogly to lay hold of men. He is perplexed, pained, and 
humbled.’ He longs to.see souls saved, but though crowds 
come to hear he seems to have “ no power in his Gospel to 
save.” His inquiry is one of the most important that can 
be instituted; and we are glad that this point of experience 
has been arrived at by anyone who has entered upon the 
dangerous course of. exalting the Gospel of Fatherhood 
above the Gospel of the Grace of God. 

We do not marvel at this sad impression, for though all 
preaching must have results of some kind, only ‘God’s 
Gospel,” as set forth in the Epistle to the Romans can do 
God’s work and accomplish His purposes in bringing dead 
sinners into living union with a risen Christ. 


TRAITORS IN HIGH PLACES, 


The Vicar of St. Augustine’s, Highgate, in his ‘“ Parish 
Magazine,” announces that the Bishop of London has 
‘*approved* special Collects, Epistles and Gospels for the 
festivals of the Holy Cross in May and September, of the 
Transfiguration and of the Holy Name; for the Nativity of 
B.V.M. and the Visitation; for St. Peter’s Chains, the 
Beheading of St. John the Baptist, St. Mary Magdalene, 
and St. George (the patron saint of our men’s guild) ; for 
the festival of Corpus Christi on the Thursday after Trinity 
Sunday; and for the commemoration of All Souls on 
November 2, ‘hese, however, are to be used at additional 
celebrations of Holy Communion, so that on each day the 
Prayer-book office will be said. We may also use special 
services at the Holy Communion on the occasion of the 
parochial Confirmation, at weddings and funerals, and at 
the dedication and patronal festivals of the Church. 

“Now, almost everybody knows that the Popish festival 
of Corpus Christi was founded in honour of the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation; and the festival of All Souls was 
instituted for the sole purpose of offering Masses to release 
souls from the pains of Purgatory. The Bishop of London 
has acted illegally in thus approving of the observance of 
these two Roman Catholic festivals, which were rejected 
from the Prayer-book by our Reformers for wise and 
sufficient reasons. People are beginning to ask, does the 
Bishop of London himself believe in ‘Transubstantiation 
and Purgatory? Anyhow, it is quite clear that he is 
determined on pleasing the Romanizers, even if he loses 
the confidence of every loyal son of the Church of England. 
It is a pity that he cannot be prosecuted at once.” — English 
Churchman. 


FALSE SHEPHERDS AND HIRELINGS. 


An Agnostic Clergyman writes to the editor of Zruth, 
asking for advice in what he calls “a dreadful dilemma.” 


He feels that it is dishonourable to go on preaching what 


he does not believe, but he is in doubt whether he ought 
not to do so in order to support his wife and children! 
‘Apparently there is no home for Doubting Priests, no 
Asylum for Agnostics, into which the pervert can be 
received. 

It is a sad sight, but one full of instruction as to the 
character of the times, when the editor of a worldly news- 
paper, who makes no profession of Christianity, has enough 
of common sense and boldness to insist that the revenues 
of the Church were not intended for the maintenance of 
agnostic clergymen, and especially in adding :— 


* Binoe the above wunt to pruss, the Bishop of London bus denied that he guve 
this approval, Tho Vicar, however, re-aftirms it, and the matter is stil) in dispute. 


- for an ecclesiastical edifice. 


The early martyrs, whose blood was the seed of the Church, never 
seem to have shown any great anxiety as to what was going to become 
of their wives and families. I almost think that the teaching of 
Christianity itself forbids undue anxiety on that score. Seay 


“CURIOUS CHURCH SERVICE.” 


The following from the Dary Mail (of April 11th) shows 
what “the Worship of God” and “the Preaching of the 
Gospel” has come to at the end of this nineteenth 
century! This is what “the Church" has become, and 
this is its “ Army.” © Unfortunately its “ Manæuvres ” are 
not confined to the Autumn. 

These things which burlesque even “religion” are` 
tolerated and encouraged: but when faithful men protest 
against open idolatry in our Churches they are hounded 
down, persecuted and punished! ` 

But this is what the newspaper says under the above (its 
own) heading :— 

EGGS AND NUTTONS TUANKFULLY RECEIVED. 
(“ DAILY MAIL” SPECIAL.) 


“The Rev. W. Carlile, Rector of St. Mary-at-Hill, near. the 
Monument, held a singular Easter service last night in his Church, 
which has become noted for its eccentric services in connection with 
the Church Army. toe 

“The congregation had been invited beforehand to contribute gifts 
of hard-boiled eggs, and these, after being placed near the communion 
table during’ the service, were to be utilised to. supplement the free 
suppers distributed every Sunday evening to deserving poor men at the’ 
Church Army depot attached to St. Mary’s. x a Ue RY 

‘t The reponse to this appeal resulted in the reception of some 400 
eggs, which the officials accepted in all good faith as of the best brand, 
and warranted boiled for at least ten minutes. eee, 

‘CA ‘Daily Mail’ representative visited St. Mary-at-Hill during 
the progress of the evening service. ‘ vg 

“ He found a typical City Church of the Wren style and period, 
wealthy in old carved oak, antique ironwork, and painted shields, of 
arms—but in total darkness. Be yar yea 

‘* Across the chancel a sheet had been suspended, and thereon a 
series of limelight views of those parts of the world—China and 
Soudan, and the West Indies—which are at the moment the scenes 
of disturbing events, was in process of exhibition, what time a series 
of hymns was sung to the accompaniment of the organ and a brass 


“band. 


This portion of the proceedings having been concluded, the lights 
were turned up, révealing some ` . i 

“ STRANGE SIGHTS 2 
The organ-loft was found to be occupied 
by an elaborate magic-lantern apparatus and the pulpit by the Rector 
and his Curate, who wore crimson cords sash-wise across their 
surplices ; while every seat was filled, and at each entrance groupe of 
people were conrent to stand and listen. - te acd 

“An Easter hymn was given out by Mr. Carlile and sung by the 
choir, the Rector manipulating a bassoon, while the Curate blew 
mightily on a cornet from their vantage posts in the pulpit: 

‘<The former next delivered a short lecture on the Easter egg, 
which he illustrated by means of three specimens of the genus, coloured 
ted, white, and blue. ` D Sen 

“In exhorting his audience to contribute liberally to the Easter 
offertory, then about to be made, he announced that those who could 
not afford farthings might contribute buttons, as he could gel] twelve 
buttons fora penny. (Laughter.) ue 

“ He then related the story of an elephant who, passing a deserted 
hen’s nest, took compassion on the neglected eggs, and wishing to 
atone for the hen's unmaternal conduct, sat upon them himself with 
disastrous results. (Loud laughter.) This he described as misplaced 
kindness, but the money contributed to the offertory bag would not be 
inisplaced, as it would go to support the work of the Church Army. 

“ There followed more magic-lantern slides, concluded by a picture 
a the Resurrection, the proceedings terminating with a. processjonal 

ymu” - , ; 


SALVATIONIST DEVELOPMENTS, ` 


The Daily Telegraph gives a long account of " General” 
Booth’s recent reception at Sydenham. To show how 
things are developing we give a few extracts. When we 
have done so before, some of our readers have objected, 
but if we make no comment and simply record the ‘fact 
they ought not to “blush to find it fame ” :— '. 0> 


“It goes without saying that the programme was very varied. 
Indeed, the performance which took place in the afternoon, 
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immediately following a prayer-meeting in the central transept, was, 
to say the least, extraordinary. From the Royal boxes to the top 
of the Handel orchestra the vast auditorium was crowded with 
spectators, for whose entertainment and instruction a portable theatre, 
or ‘fit-up,’ was erected, provided with a selection of scenic 
‘back-cloths" and a couple of theatrical ‘sets’ The performers 
constituted two latge groups at the ‘wings,’ in full sight of the 
audience, and as each ‘living picture’ was marshalled the 
appropriate personages detached themselves from the multicoloured 
throngs and paced or pranced the stage. First there was a party of 
pioneers ‘off to Klondyke.’ Apparently, the Salvation Army has 
the intention of despatching miners in scarlet shirts and yellow boots 
tothe land of gold, in the charge of hospital nurses in calico priot 
dresses, under the general superintendence of a lady in a sealskin 
dolman, carrying a ‘blood and fire’ banner. Then, after a 
procession of the whole company, two warlike Zulus indulged in a 
ferce combat as savages in a Crusoe pantomime generally 
do, and one of the twain having been conveniently placed ‘hors de 
combat,’ the victor was greeted by ubiquitous Salvationists, who 
succeeded in restoring his opponent to life. When the foes embraced 
each other in token of routual forgiveness the applause was deep and 
long. After this episode came scenes in an Indian village, with ‘local 
colour’ in the shape of a real black baby and a painting of Vishnu as 
a background. n fact, the picture of the god led to a chance of 
misconception, as the waving banners of the Salvationists in front of it 
seemed to convey the idea that homage was being paid toa heathen 
sbrine. ... . From all this Far Eastern gorgeousness the audience 
was transported back to the slums of London, in which the low 
comedians of the company had a chance. The unrehearsed bustling 
effects of the harlequinade, as it might be called, were much 
appreciated. A drunken man clung to a ‘ practicable’ lamp-post 
which would have delighted the heart of Vincent Crummles. The 
intoxicated individual and the lamp-post kept each other from falling. 
Meanwhile, a street organ, a costermonger, a newspaper boy, a blind 
itinerant, and a Salvation slum corps made things lively. Next a peep 
was given of the way in which slum officers’ visit the sick and 
unceremoniously roll out of the front door the man who comes home 
the worse for liquor, Finally, there was a realistic illustration of 
prison-gate work. 

. ‘This singular educational] display was altogether an unprecedented 
departure in religious work. . .. After this meeting there was held 
what was styled a Aeavenly carnival, which we forbear to describe.” 


It is followed in the newspaper by an account of the 
“ Metropole Theatre,” which proved to be quite tame reading 
after the above, and in our opinion quite as “ heavenly.” 


“A CLERICAL IMPRESSARIO. 
“ West End Vicar’s Musical Company on Tour.” 


Such is the heading of Zhe Daily Mail “special”: and 


this is the Rev. Dr. Ridgeway’s own description of it :— 

“The idea of musical evenings for the poor,” said the vicar 
‘is no novelty in Chelsea, but the proposal to visit other parishes, 
and to give entertainments in various quarters within easy 
distance is, I think, a new departure. I have endeavoured to 
obtain the co-operation of all those in our parish who are musically 
inclined for the purpose of forming 

A BAND OF ENTERTAINERS. 
for service during the winter months, say from December until 
May. Assistance from other quarters, professional or otherwise, 
will be gratefully accepted, because I want to make the party as 
strong as possible. 

“My idea is to induce as many of my parishioners as possible 
to become interested in church work, and this particular form 
of it is specially attractive. Already we are assured of some 
excellent talent, one-very well known monologue entertainer 
of the Corney Grain type having volunteered his services. 

“Our tour will open in December, but in which parish I am 
at present unable to say.” 


And this is “Church Work”! Doubtless, it is “ specially’ 
attractive,” but it also significant of the depths to which 
the Church and its work have sunk. We wonder why the 
“world ” does not complain and protest against its special 
domain being thus invaded. But probably the world real- 
ises that what it suffers from immediate competition will be 
made up for afterwards by supplying the demand thus 
created and increasing the dose which will necessarily have 
to be administered. 


THINGS TO COME. | 47 


THE LATEST OF MODERN METHODS. 
‘CA PUGILISTIC PARSON," 


The papers have recently given an account of a parson 
in RKomona, California, who gathered a congregation by 
announcing that he was prepared to ‘‘ meet all comers.” 
t The effect was electrical,” we read, and “ at the conclusion 
of prayers the local fistic champions were floored in ready 
fashion amid admiring astonishment.” We now learn that. 


`“ piety reigns supreme,” and “there is no community more 


attentive to its devotions than the small Californian mining 
town whose spiritual adviser knows so well how to combine 
physical illustration with pulpit logic.” 

The Daily Telegraph's comment on ~the news is 


' characteristic :— 


It is impossible not to reflect with a mixture of wonder and awe 


„upon this unexpected pers epeiens of contemporary Christianity, 


caused to a great extent by the application of modern methods, of 
arousing the interest and influencing the will of men and women whose 
only thought is of the present. Thus, one enterprising parson opens 
dancing classes, where fascinating maidens and conscientious Christian 
youths trip it as they go ‘‘on the light fantastic toe” after the service 
is over ; another tempts his flock with the spicy nut-brown ale and a 
moderate draught from the ‘‘ glass of fashion”; a third offers them 
free photographs in pairs, and now the apostle of Romona; ‘‘ going 
one better,” induces them to use their fists and fight their way to 
salvation. 


But California is not to stand alone. 
of April 2, 1898, has an article entitled 
“THE FIGHTING PARSON.” 

“HOW THE REV. GENTLEMAN SUBDUES SOUTHWARK 
SAMSONS.” 


We need not produce more of the article, which consists 
of “ extract from police report ” and the ineyitable interview. 


The Evening News 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 


“AUTHORITIES AND POWERS.” 


At the recent Spiritist Congress held in London, one 
of the speakers, gave important information concerning a 
certain medium, which shows the part played by spirits in 
influencing Governments and High Politics, as well as 
individuals. We know from the Word of God that this is 
the case, and need only mention 2 Chron. xviii. and Daniel x. 
History also furnishes the same evidence, and we believe 
that this is the only ‘satisfactory explanation of the 
phenomena presented by the case of Joan of Arc. In her 
case, evil and deceiving (1 Tim. iv. 1, 2) spirits, personating, 
of course, good ones, altered (through her) the page of 
history for their own purposes. For had that marvellous 
effort of “ the wicked one” (in whose power ‘the whole 
world lieth”) never been put forth, English light and 
liberty and the Reformation would have permeated France, 
which was at that time in English power. The end of this 
effort was to rivet the chains of Rome on France with all 
the results and consequences which have happened since. 


We see the same efforts put forth, and the. same 
influences at work (2 Thess. ii. 7) at the present day. For 
one speaker stated that :— f 


“ For three full years Alexander III. received the best advice from 
the spirits. The Nihilists’ powcr was broken; the act of crowning 
was accomplished without a single misfortune ; a war with England in 
Afghanistan was averted with benefit to Russia, considering Merv; 
and for Danubian affairs were given good suggestions. Besides, the 
Czar received many tests of the great truth of Modern Spiritualism 
and—notwithstanding the great kind feeling—no gratitude.” ` 

The eminent German Chancellor once said to this medium: “If 
you, with all the testimonies you can give, would publish what you 
leh done, you would throw the whole European politics out of 
order," 
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It may be noticed that England was the object of attack 
in the times of Joan of Arc. Inthe account now before 
us, it is England again, and to-day, in all parts of the 
world—especially in China, the aim appears to be the same ; 
thwarting England, the home of liberty, the country which 
allows the uncontrolled circulation of God’s Word wherever 
her flag flies. 3 f 

As we draw near to the day of crisis, the evidences of 
such control will be more manifest till it culminates in the 
awful realities of Revelation ix. 1-11. 

i . “SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY." 

On the the 20th March, 1886, the parents of the medium received 
the joyful news of their son’s return with his wife. They began a new 
household and everything went well. His magnetic cures were often 
wonderful. Among his patients was a young Englishman with 
softening of the brain, whom the professors declared incurable. In a 
few months he was cured, and the mother of the young man persuaded 
the medium to go to England, where he could charge pounds instead 
of marks. He—sad to say—believed it, but soon he found out that 
he had made a mistake. He settled then in Wiesbaden, but with 
small pecuniary success. Then he was called as healer to ‘* Bill’s 
Natural Sanatory Establishment,” near Dresden. Tere he had good 
success with an adequate income: but again he was persuaded by a 
lady to settle in Dresden, as there he would earn more money. After 
that he cured in Görlitz, and finally in Ellern, near Rheinbdllen, in 
Rheinish Prussia. 

It will be seen from the above paragraph and the one 
which follows, that these lying spirits can accommodate 
themselves to every requirement demanded, so long as it 
misleads and serves to draw the mind away from anything 
which will glorify the Christ of God. 

Using men and women as tools to accomplish their base 
ends, and then cast away the very ones found necessary for 
the time to bring about their malific designs. 

Here is the answer, given by themselves, as to what 
happens when those they call “low spirits” take control. 

There is, it appears, a “higher life” inculcated, even 
by spirits, and all who make this their great object should 
be made aware of this great danger and snare lest it be in 
them the work of “another spirit” (2 Cor. xi. 4). 

“ How comes it that good mediums are abandoned by their guardian 
spirits and become incapable of working in the same manner as 
formerly?” The answer from the Spiritland was: “It occasionally 
appears that a medium, who is easy to be controlled, acts under the 
influence of low spirits; but this happens only conformably to the 
natural law, ‘like attracts the like.’ In such cases the mind of the 
medium is too weak to follow the impulse of the inner spirit or the 
conscience, and the body falls into ruins. Zhe only way to come right 
again in such cases is to attract good spirits by pure living, by earnestly 
repenting, and by holy prayers in order to regain purity of soul and 
the influence of good spirits." 

What remedy is proposed against such a condition as is 
now declared to have resulted in the case of this medium? 
“Conscience and body falling into ruins.” “ Natural law” 
is all they can present. Whoever may attempt to regulate 
“the natural man,” or the “old man,” by methods of 
man’s devising—whether it be by “ good spirits ” or by any 
devices of the modern holiness movements, will be sure to 
find such schemes end in disaster. 

For proof of this we give the closing words of the 
speaker whom we have been quoting :— 

“ The medium we speak of had not this power. He was brought to 
me three months ago in an advanced state of insanity and with so- 
called softening of the brain, and awaits now his end in the asylum, 

‘t Ladies and gentlemen! I suffer very much by closing my address 
with the confession that this medium is my own son !” 

The Chairman enquired whether the insanity of Dr. Langsdorff’s son 
was due to his mediumship or his modes of life in other respects. 

“Dr. Langsdorff, speaking in very good English, replied, in effect, 
that his son’s affliction was not due to his mediumship, but to a want 
of wise discretion in his every-day life.” 

From this we learn that these spirits who “ speak lies in 
hypocrisy,” though they can influence for evil, and exhort 
even to “ pure living,” have no power to secure it, even in- 
those who are their “ mediums.” 
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REVIEWS. 


Some Famous Bonjires, by W. Stanley Martin. J. Kensit, 
Paternoster Row, price 1s. 

Written in the hope of creating a sturdy Protestant 
spirit among young readers. Well adapted for such a 
purpose, and has many good illustrations. It deserves a 
wide circulation in these days of advancing Popery. ' 


Tongues for Gospel Bells, by A. F. Wolley. Stoneman, 
Warwick Lane, 1s. Can commend this also. Suggestive 
notes for further study of the Scriptures. These notes are 
likely to be a great help to Bible class leaders and preachers 
who will work out the theme suggested by the writer. 


Leaves from a Preachers Note-book. Same writer and 
publisher, 2d.—very useful. 


A Riband of Blue, by Hudson Taylor. Morgan and 
Scott, 1s. A meditation on a passage in Numbers xv., 
seeking to ‘‘ make the Word yet more practical and precious 
for Christ opr Redeemer’s sake.” 


Prophetic Chart of the Seven Prophetic Ages. by J. J. 
Sims.- 1s., Pickering and Inglis. We think the throwing 
in so much detail into these charts defeats their aim. We 
should prefer one more simple. 


Rich in Faith, by J. E. Hawkins. Pickering and Inglis, 
1s.—some memories of George Müller. 


Because ye belong to Christ, by John C. Caldwell. One 
penny, Pickering and Inglis. i 

Childhood, one halfpenny, G. Stoneman. The title 
sufficiently indicates the purpose of this monthly. 


The Lord will Come. Papers on Prophecy, W. W. 
Fereday, 1s., Alfred Holness, Paternoster Row. 

Collected papers on prophecy which have been appearing 
monthly. These go over very much the same ground as 
other writers of the same school. The frequency of their 
appearing we would hope indicates the interest being taken 
in the subject. i 


All the Recorded Words of Jesus Christ. Anon. 
and Co. There is no need to revise HIS words. 


in Rainbow Weather, by Margaret Haycraft. G. 
Stoneman. Written with a view to bring daily comfort 
and daily messages for those in trial. 


Types in Genesis, by W. P. Mackey, M.A., Hull, author 
of Grace and Truth, rs. John Ritchie, Kilmarnock. 

The name of the writer carries a guarantee that higher 
criticism finds no favour. Well worth reading. It is one 
of the series of “ The Christian’s Library.” 


A Summary of the Psalms, by David Dale Stewart, 
M.A. Elliot Stock, 62 Paternoster Row. 

Its aim is to unfold the fulness of the truth, “ concerning 
Christ, His coming kingdom, and the characteristics of 
genuine Christians.” A book that may be taken up at 
spare moments, and many instructive and spiritual notes 
will be found to help the reader. 


Things written in the Psalms concerning Christ, by M.S. 
Clark, 1s. Alfred Holness. l 

We should commend this little book to those who have 
any difficulty about what some call éwprecatory psalms. 
They would get some light as to their place and time— 
heartily commended. 


Nisbet 
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“IN ADAM" OR “IN CHRIST.” 

o many of our subscribers have written and spoken of 
S the help given to them in our Editorial last month 
that we add a few words following up the same thoughts. 

We speak frequently of the saints heing “in Christ,” as 
to their standing before God. But to understand the 
expression it is necessary for us to realize that by nature 
we are all “in Adam.” This is just as much a Scripture 
truth as the other, for it is written, “ As in Adam all [zo 
are in him} die, so in Christ also shall all (who are in Him] 
be made alive” (1 Cor. xv. 22). By the figure called 
Synecdoche, the “all” here is shown to be limited by the 
definition given: just as it is in verse 51, “we shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed,” where the “all” is 
limited and defined by the word “ we.” 

In Gen. v. 1 we learn the fact that Adam was created 
“in the likeness of God.” And in verse 3 we are told 
another fact, that Adam’s son was begotten “in Ais own 
likeness.” These two statements are so short that tbey are 
likely to be passed over unnoticed ; but they are so full of 
important teaching for us that they claim our most earnest 
attention and deepest consideration. 

Between the creation of Adam and the begetting of his 
seed, a vast change had taken place. Innocence had fled : 
sin had entered. The privilege of living for ever had been 
lost with ‘the tree of life” (Gen. ii. 22), though “the way 
of the tree of life” would be in God's purpose “ kept ” for 
those to whom it should be given. 

The frst man grasped at the possibility of being ‘like 
God” (Gen. iii. 5). But the second man, though being 
equal with God, thought it not a matter to be grasped at 
(Phil. ii. 6) as the first man did, but humbled Himself, and 
reached His high exaltation through obedience unto 
death. With the entrance of sin, Adam’s seed were all 
“born in sin,” shapen in iniquity, and subject to death, 
which had passed upon all men. 

It is most important to notice the great fact that Adam’s 
seed were not begotten in Paradise, but after the Fall, ina 
world that was under the curse. 

Man prates about “heredity,” but he will not see the 
awful effects of it here. Man calls this a “ myth:” and not 
“man” merely but professing Christian ministersnéw teach it 
from many pulpits, because they “turn away their ears 
from the truth” and are “turned unto myths” (pvr) 
themselves, — 

All, then, who are “in Adam” have his nature. They 
are “in the flesh ” (f.c. the old nature). But those who 
are “in Christ” are ‘‘in spirit." They are not in the flesh, 
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though the flesh is in them. For this is the teaching of 
Rom. vi. and vii. 

`“ That which is born of the flesh is flesh,” and continues 
to be flesh to the end, while “that which is born of the 
spirit is spirit,” and continues spirit to the end (John iii. 6). 
The one is never changed into the other. So that all who 
are descended from Adam—the whole human race—possess 
the old nature, in which there dwelleth “no good thing” 
(Rom. vii. 18). Hence the old nature is sometimes called ` 
“sin,” because sin is all that it can do. On the other hand, 
the new nature doth not commit sin, for it is born of God 
and cannot sin (1 John v. 18). 

The flesh can be made religious—very religious; but it 
cannot be made “spirit.” Hence the “spirit” is not 
religious flesh. 

“ Flesh” describes the condition of all who are in Adam: 
“ spirit ” expresses all that we are in Christ. 

There is no Gospel apart from the good news that it is to 
ruined descendants of the first man that God gives eternal 
life, and this life is in His Son. The second man is “the 
seed of the woman,” but by the Holy Ghost and nof dy 
man. Hence He is “that Holy One.” And He, the 
Perfect Man, without sin, without spot or blemish, suffered 
and died in the stead of His people, bearing all their guilt, 
thus causing them to stand before God Justified from all 
things. ` 

All in Adam—die. 

All in Christ—are made alive. 

The first man, with every advantage, exercised his free- 
will against God. His poor descendants to-day, with the 
same free-will, but without his advantages, vainly think they 
can exercise it for God. And this in spite .of the Lord’s 
declaration, “YE WILL NOT come unto Me that ye 
might have life ” (John v. 40). 

Yes, this is the case. ‘The source of all life and all 
blessing now is Christ, and all who are in Him receive not 
“the wages of sin”—which is death—but “the gilt of 
God ”—which is eternal life (Rom. vi. 23). 

Death is the end of man, as descended from the first 
Adam. Life—eternal life—is the beginning of the new 
man, who is a “new creation in Christ Jesus.” 

` As risen from the dead, He becomes “ the second man,” 
“the last Adam,” the head of a new creation, which is His 
Body, the Church. All that we have in Christ: is eternally 
secure. Death cannot touch it: but death will rob us of 
every vestige of what we inherit from Adam. There is 
nothing that we possess-— houses, lands, money, fame, 
friends, that will not be taken from us by death. Death is 
the terminus of all who are in Adam. B 

On the other hand, eternal life and eternal glory form 
the blessed portion of all who are in Christ. The gift of 
God is the source of it. The work of Christ is the channel 
of it, and the witness of the Holy Ghost is the power of it. 
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“ The Gift of God!” What a wondrous gift! What a 
perfect standing—in Christ! But man always tries to 
improve on what God has given, or said, or done. He 
thinks he can, and he makes the attempt. The Christian 


man, in his ignorance of what the Spirit is saying to the’ 


churches, thinks that he too can improve upon it. 


. God has given His people salvation—in Christ, but these 


talk about “ Sul salvation.” 

God has given them 
Christ ” ; but these talk of “a second blessing.” 
strange kind of improvement! 


“ALL spiritual blessings—in 
This is a 


God has given His people life—in Christ ; but these talk _ 


about a “ higher life.” 

God has given His people “that blessed Kope" —in 
Christ; but these talk about a “ /arger hope.” 

And, in grasping at what God has not said He has given, 


and striving to have it in themselves and for themselves,. 


they lose the blessed knowledge of the standing which God 
has given His people in Christ, and the power which 
accompanies that knowledge. 

God has all their blessings ‘‘in Christ;” but these 
want to have them in themselves to misuse, to squander, 
and to lose. 

God has treasured up all strength and every grace in the 
Head for the members; but these, ‘‘ not holding the Head,” 
are seeking to have them treasured up in themselves. 

Oh! to learn what God has said; to be content with 
what God has given us in Christ; to have done with 
ourselves altogether ; and leave God to look after all that 
concerns ourselves while we are. occupied with Him and 
with His Christ. 
_ This is the truth which has the needed power to affect 

our life and.our walk. This is the mighty lever of God, 
which, resting on the fulcrum of what He has given us in 
Christ, has power to lift us out of all worldly entanglements, 
and set us free to walk with God in the power of a risen 
life in Christ. 

May this truth be the sure foundation of the readers of 
Things to Come,on which their feet may take their stand, 
unmoved by all the “ winds of doctrine,” which must ever 
blow as long as teachers are ignorant of what God has 
made Christ to be unto His people, and what He has made 
His people to be in Christ. 
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THE SEVEN CHURCH-EPISTLES AS A 
WHOLE: THEIR INTER-RELATION. 
By Dr. BULLINGER. 
E come now to consider the seven epistles as a 

\) \ whole, and tbeir inter-relation with each other. 

We have seen that their order, like their number, is 
spiritually perfect. 

We have referred to their division into ‘Aree and four. 

Let us first look at and compare the three—Romans, 
Ephesians, and Thessalonians. 


‘They are treatises rather than letters,* and, taken 
together, they contain the whole revelation of the Spirit 
concerning Christian standing and state, both individually 
and collectively: the “all truth” into which He was ‘to 
“ guide ” them. 

Romans stands first, as containing the A BC of Christian 
education. Until its great lesson iş learnt we know 
nothing. If we are wrong here, we must be wrong 
altogether. ‘The Spirit- has placed it first because it lies at 


-the threshold of all church-teaching. 


It begins, “ Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, by Divine 
calling an apostle, separated unto God's Gospel, which. . 
and then he proceeds to unfold and reveal the Gospel of 
God's grace. Man is shown to be utterly ruined and 
helpless, and ungodly sinners of the Gentiles and 
Jewish transgressors are alike made to know themselves as 
lost, and how they are justified by God. The doctrinal 
portion, consisting of the first eight chapters; shows what 
God has done with “sins” and with “ sin,” and how the 
saved sinner has died with Christ, and is risen with Christ 
—made a son and heir of God in Him. ` < . 

This is where EpHesians starts from! It begins, not 
with man, but with God. It approaches its great subject,’ 
not from man's necessities, but from God's purposes. It is 
occupied not so much with what the.saved sinner is made 
in Christ, but with what Christ is made to be unto him. 

It is God’s pojnt of view rather than man’s. Notice how 
it begins (after the salutation), “Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed.us with 
all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies in Christ,” and 
Christ is shown to be the Head of all things, the Head of 
His Body, the Church. A 

It is not so much the tnowicägë of ourselves which is 
the subject here, but the knowledge of God and of His 
purposes in Christ. Its first great prayer is “ that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Glorious Father, may give 
unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in` the know- 
ledge of HIM: the eyes of your understanding being 
enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of HIS 
calling, and what the glorious riches (or the rich glory). of 
HIS inheritance in the saints. And what the exceeding 
greatness of HIS power to usward who believe” (i. 17-19). 

In Romans we have. the Coupe in Ephesians the 
Mystery. 

In Romans itis Jew and Gentile sinners individually : 
in Ephesians it is- the Jew and Gentile. collectively, made 
“one new man "—in Christ (ii, 15). 

In Romans the saved sinner is shown as dead nds risen 
with Christ: in Ephesians as seated in the heavenlies in 
Christ; while in Thessalonians he i is seen for ever io glory 
with Christ. i ; 

Romans takes up the sinner in his lowest denths of - 
degradation : and Thessalonians leaves him on ‘‘ the throne 
of glory” for ever with the Lord: while, midway between, 
Ephesians views us now by faith as already seated with 
Him there. Our feet have been taken out of the mire and 


* Lightfoot (/iblical Avaays, p. P88) uyg (comparing Romyns and Ephesians), 
“Both alike partake of the characur rather of a tras rue than of a 
fanuliur lotter.” 
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clay (Romans i.); they are now set upon the rock (Eph. i.) ; 
and presently we shall be on the throne (1 Thess. iv.). 

This is the relation which these three epistles bear to 
each other. Viewed together, they form the A B C of the 
Christian faith, as distinct from all else in the whole Bible— 
nothing like it is found elsewhere. All the rest is written 
for us, for our learning. But this is all adoufus. The 
course of instruction is complete, and it is perfect. It com- 
mences at the lowest point and leaves us at the highest. 
We cannot proceed further in either direction. It begins 
with us on “the dunghill,” and ends with us on “ the throne 
of glory.” It begins with us as “ beggars,” and ends with 
us among “‘ princes.” - It finds us ‘‘ poor,” and makes us 
“rich.” And having brought us “low,” it “lifteth us up” 
to the highest heaven, caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air, “for ever with the Lord.” The Lord’s dealings are 
thus stated in 1 Sam. ii. 6-8, but how they. were to be 
manifested in the Gospel of His grace is revealed only in 
these epistles. 

And now, having seen the mutual relation of these Aree 
epistles, let us look at the other four. 

Where are they placed ? In our previous chapter we 
saw that they are placed in two pairs, the first pair coming 
after Romans, and the second pair after Ephesians. So 
that there are two epistles arranged between the three. 

Now the question is, Why are they so placed? There 
must be some design in this order; and it is not far to seek. 

The first pair (Corinthians and Galatians) follow Romans 
because they exhibit departure from its special teaching. — 

The second pair (Philippians and Colossians) follow 
Ephesians because they exhibit departure from its special] 
teaching. 

So that we have the whole course of church teaching ; 
the complete curriculum of Christian education, set before 
us as a whole, pasitively and negatively. 

In the three (Rom, Eph., and Thess.), we have 
“doctrine” and “instruction.” In the vur (Cor., Gal., 
Phil., and Col.), we have “reproof” and “ correction.” 
Here is seen how “profitable” these epistles are’ for the 
perfection (i.e, the complete education) of “the man of 
God,” fitting him out for every duty and every emergency. 

But there is a further correspondence between these four 
epistles. 

The first of each pair (Cor. and Phil.) exhibits practical 
departure, while the second of each pair (Gal. and Col.) 
That is to say, in Corinthians 
we have practical failure as to the teaching of Romans, 
while in Philippians we have a failure to exhibit in practical 
life the teaching of Ephesians as to the unity of the 
members of Christ’s Body. (We shall show this more 
completely when we come to look at these epistles 
separately. ) l 

On the other hand, in Galatians we have doctrinal failure 
as to the teaching of Romans. This is why Gal. and Rom. 
are so much alike, as everyone knows, though all that most 
can see in this likeness is that they were “ written about 
the same time”! ‘The real difference is that what is stated 
as “doctrine ” in Romans is repeated as “correction ” 
Galatians. . Romans begins with a declaration of God's 


Gospel. Galatians begins, “I marvel that ye are so soon 
removed from Him that called you into the grace of God 
unto another Gospel.” i 

So in Colossians we have doctrinal failure as to the 
teaching of Ephesian truth.” In Ephesians, Christ is 
revealed and set forth as “the head of the Body.” In Col. 
we have the doctrinal evils. which come from “not holding 
the Head ” (Col. ii. 19). 

We may thus exhibit the structure of 


THE SEVEN EPISTLES TO THE CHURCHES. 


A| ROMANS. “Doctrine and Instruction.” The Gospel 
of God : neyer hidden, but ‘ promised afore.” God's 
justification of Jew and Gentile individually—dead and 
risen with Christ (i.-viii.). . Their relation dispensation- 
ally (ix.-xi.). ints 

B| CORINTHIANS. “Reproof.” Practical failure 
to exhibit the teaching of Romans through . not 
seeing their standing as dead and risen with Christ. 
“ Leaven ” in practice (1 Cor. v. 6). 

C| GALATIANS. “Correction.” | Doctrinal 
failure as to the teaching of Romans. Be- 
ginning with the truth: of the new. nature 
(“spirit”), they were “soon removed ” (i. 6), 
and sought to be made perfect in the old nature 
(“fesh”) (iii. 3). ‘‘ Leaven” in doctrine (v. 9). 

4: EPHESIANS. “Doctrine and Instruction.” The 
Mystery of God, always hidden, never before revealed. 
Jews and Gentiles collectively made “ one new man ” in 
Christ. Seated in the heavenlies with Christ. 

PHILIPPIANS. “Reproof.” Practical failure 

to exhibit the teaching of Ephesians in manifesting 

“the mind of Christ ” as members of the one Body. 

C| COLOSSIANS. “Correction.” Doctrinal 
failure as to the teaching of Ephesians. Wrong 
doctrines which come from “not holding the 
Head” (ii. 9), and not seeing completeness 
and perfection in Christ (ii. 8-10). 

A, THESSALONIANS. “Doctrineand Instruction.” 
Not only “ dead and risen with Christ” (as in Romans) : 
not only seated in the heavenlies with Christ (as in 
Ephesians) ; but “caught up to meet the Lord in the 
air, so to be for ever with the Lord.” In Rom., justified 
in Christ; in Eph., sanctified in Christ; in Thess., 
glorified with Christ.” No “reproof.” No “ correc- 
tion.” All praise and thanksgiving, A typical Church. 


And now we see another reason why Thessalonians comes 
last. There are no epistles beyond this, because there is 
no higher truth to be taught. The consummation is 
reached. This is the highest Form in the school of grace, 
where the Holy Spirit is the great Divine Teacher. - ‘ All 
the truth" culminates here—the “all truth” into which 
He was to guide the Church of God. It is led from the 
depths of degradation (in Romans) to the heights of glory 
(in Thess.), caught up to be for ever with the Lord, and left 
there in eternal blessing ‘‘ in,” and “ with,” Christ. 


* Lightfoot eays, “The Epistle to the Ephusiune stands to the Epistle to the 
Colossians in very much the samo rolation ov the Romuos t the Galatians, - 
(Biblical Kesays, p: 806.) 
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This completes the view of the Seven Church-Epistles 
asa whole. In our next chapters we will Jook at each 
epistle separately. (1) Exhibiting its structure, (2) showing 


from that its special scope and teaching, and (3) giving. 


such details (by translation and comment on special 
passages) as may be necessary for the education of 
Christians in the school of grace, so that they may know 
their proper standing in Christ. 

It is interesting to note that Lightfoot’s classification 
(Bib. Ess, page 222, &c.) is practically the same, even 
though he arranges the epistles chronologically. 


He puts Thessalonians by themselves, as standing alone . 


and distinguished by their connection with “the Tribunal.” 

He places Cor., Gal, and Rom. together, as being all 
three connected with “zke Cross”: while he places Phil., 
Eph., and Col. together, as being all three connected by 
their subject-matter with “ the Throne,” 

It is something to have such testimony as this in a matter 
soimportant. Itisnot affected by the different chronological 
order. The grouping is exactly the same; we have the same 
two groups, with Thessalonians standing out alone. This 
agreement with so thoughtful and learned a teacher will 
commend what we have written above to the attention of 
all earnest Biblical students. 


Qonference Addresses. 


We cannot h polg ourselves responsible for every expression of the respective 
speakers. with which we may not wholly agree areinserted as being 
ather e a or worthy of consideration. 


“THE SUFFERINGS AND THE GLORY; ” 
OR 


THE TRANSFIGURATION AND ITS LESSONS. 
By Rev. Dr. BULLINGER. 
(At the Prophetic Conference, Keswick, 18th July, 1895). 


HESE words—“ the sufferings and the glory”—were first 
T used by the Lord Himself when He said to the 
disciples, “Ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things and to enter into His glory?” And then the Holy 
Spirit by Peter frequently in his epistles connects them 
together—‘‘ The sufferings of Christ and the glory that 
should follow.” Both of these were subjects of divine 
revelation in the Old Testanient, but it was not revealed 
what interval was ta come between them. No one in read- 
ing the Old Testament prophecies before the first coming 
of Christ could possibly tell whether the glory would 
follow the sufferings of Christ immediately, or whether 
there would be a week, or month, or year, or a hundred years, 
or a thousand years between them. The time was kept 
secret. That is what the angels desire to look into, and 
that is what the prophets searched so diligently as to what 
manner of time the Spirit that was in them did signify. 
They knew about the sufferings, they knew about the glory. 
There were plenty of Scriptures that told of both; but 
“what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when He testified beforehand the suffer- 
ings of Christ and the glory that should follow,” they did 
not know. (1 Pet. i. 10-12}. 


The Lord speaks also about the importance of believing 
“all that the Scriptures have spoken.” It was the creed 
of the Apostle. When he stood before Felix he said, “ I 
believe all things which are written in the law and in the 
prophets.” ‘And it was through not believing “aX that the 
prophets had said ” that the disciples laid themselves open 
to blame by the Lord Himself, when He said, “O fools, 
(Że. O foolish ones), and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken.” The Jews did not believe 
“all” in their day, and Christians do not believe ail to- rday. 
The difference is just this :— > 

The Jews believed the part about the sina) and Chris- 
tians to-day believe the part about the sufferings. 

The Jews explained away the prophecies about the 
sufferings, and Christians to-day, for the most part, explain 
away the prophecies about the glory. 

The Jews would not have a Messiah who was to suffer, 
and therefore they had various methods, very clever 
methods, of explaining away the prophecies that spoke of 
them, and Christians to-day are very clever also in explain- 
ing away the prophecies concerning the glory. 

They say this is not the Messiah according to our view ; 
itis not the Messiah that we should have looked for; 
therefore, they are in exactly the same position as the Jews, 
and they are under the’ same reproach from the Blessed 
Lord Himself. They are foolish ones, and slow of heart 
to believe ‘‘ a//” that the prophets have spoken. 

The Jews said the Messiah was not good enough for the 
world ; that was their thought, and they cast Him out; 
and the world, or the worldly church, to-day says, the 
world is not yet good enough for Christ, so we will keep Him 
out. Therefore there is no difference between them as to 
the treatment of the Word of God. 4 

It is for us to “believe a// that the prophets have 
spoken,” and all that God has written for our learning, and 
to believe that each thing that He has foretold is of the 
utmost importance. 

Now there is one remarkable fact—it“is difficult to see 
where there is an exception to it; all I can say is that I 
have not found an exception—there are many prophecies 
about the coming glory without any reference to the suffer- 
ing, but there is never a prophecy of the sufferings without 
a reference in the immediate context to the glory. This is 
a remarkable fact that speaks to us if we have ears to hear. 
It seems to say to us—‘ If I tell you about the sufferings 
I will not leave you ignorant of their object and of their 
end. I will not leave you ignorant that the géory is to 
follow, and that the sufferings shall form the foundation upon 
which the glory'shall rest.’ And there is a reason why the 
Lord Jesus chose a particular moment in His ministry to 
speak about His sufferings. For there was a point in His 
ministry before which He never referred to them, and after 
which He continually referred to them, for it says, ‘‘ From 
that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples how 
He should suffer.” And then, immediately in connection 
with that, there was a manifestation of the glory. He 
would show that He was not going to sink under’ those 


sufferings, He was not going to be led to death and put to 


death by man without a manifestation of the glory. So 
you have the only event in the ministry of ‘the Lord Jesus 
that is dated. Six days after that first mention of His suffer- 
ings, a scene of glory was manifested, and the power and 
glory of the coming kingdom were shown forth. Indeed the 
Lord spoke of it in the same breath almost when He said, 
“There be some standing here which shall not taste of 
death until they see the kingdom of God come. with power.” 
And the Holy Spirit in 2 Pet. i. speaks of that Transfigura- 
tion scene as a type of His coming. 

Now we must believe that the Transfiguration soene 
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occupied an important place in the Lord’s ministry, It 
must have occurred at the right time. It must have taken 
place in the sight order of the Lord’s words.and works. 
It must-have taken its proper place in the great work of 
redemption, in connection with the sufferings and the glory. 

. When the Lord was anointed for the office of “ prophet,” 
the Voice came from heav en, saying, "This is My beloved Son 

etc.” This seems like a divine Jormula, an inaug- 
urating formula for anointing the Lord Jesus for the office 
of. prophet. 

But when was He anointed for the office'of “ priest?” I 
believe that- the transfiguration scene was the formal 
anointing of the Lord Jesus for~ His priestly office and 


work ; for the same divine. formula is used, “ This is My . 


beloved Son, hear Him.” 

And so “when He bringeth again the first-born into the 
world,” the same divine formula will be used, as it is 
written in the second Psalm, “Thou art My Son, this day 
have ‘begotten Thee.” 

Now are there not other Scriptures that lead us to this 
conclusion ? ; l 

The first proof is that this typical coming in géory is 
dated from the first mention of His sufferings, and therefore 
it is connected with them in some way. 


The second proof is that these sufferings formed the 
only subject of conversation during the transfiguration. 
Nothing else that we know of, or are told of, was spoken. 
“They spake of His decease (or His Exodus for the word 
rendered.‘ decease ' here, is the word ‘exodus’) which He 
should accomplish.” It was not mere death that happened 
to Him. It was not death to which man led Him, to 
which man put Him; it was an £xvdus which He Himself 
accomplished, and in His own time. And not until that 
time came, and the right time, could man have any power over 
Him. You remember how frequently He said, “ Mine 
hour is not yet come,” therefore, you are perfectly sure that 
when the hour did come it was the right hour. And it was 
a wondrous, a glorious and blessed Exodus which He 
accomplished for all His redeemed, yes, and it was His own 
work from first to last. 

It is significant that this great Exodus, this great redemp- 
tion work, was a far greater Exodus, a far more glorious 
Exodus than that which Moses accomplished at the Red 
Sea. Moses led them in the first Exodus, and now the 
Lord Jesus Himself, “tthe prophet like unto Moses,” 
was about to undertake that office and accomplish that 
work which would be a greater blessing, and, a more 
glorious Exodus for al) His redeemed. 

The third proof is that He was praying; and there are 
only two great subjects recorded which the Lord Jesus 
made a subject of prayer. One was connected with the 
suferings—His own sufferings—and the other was connected 
with the glory. Of His sufferings He prayed, “ Let this 
cup pass from Me,” and of the glory He prayed, “ Glorify 
Thou Me.” These two were the great subjects of His 
prayers—the sufferings and the glory—which were thus 
united in this wondrous scene. 

The, fourth proof is that on coming down from the 
mount He again spoke of His sufferings. 

The fifth proof is in 2 Pet.i. You there read that it 
was upon the Holy Mount that “ He received from God 
the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice 
from the excellent glory, saying, ‘This is My beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased.’” ‘The Holy Spirit here tells 
us where He was “crowned with honour and glory.” He 
ells us where it was and when it was; but He does not 
‘ell us why it was. But in another Scripture the Holy 
Spirit tells us why, for in Heb. ii. 9 we read that the Lord 
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Jesus was thus "crowned with glory ang honour. for the 
suffering of death.” 

Now taking these two Scriptures together we learn that it 
was upon the Holy Mount, when there came from the 
excellent glory such a voice anointing and consecrating 
Him for the office of priest, for His High-priestly work. 
And it was for the suffering of death that He was thus 
crowned with glory and honour. 

And why are these two words used in his connection ? 
We have the answer to this question in Exodus xxviii. 2. 
For these are the very two words: that are used of the 
garments: of the High Priest at the- time of his consecra- 
tion. ‘Thou shalt make holy garments . . . for glory 
and for beauty.” They are not translated ‘in’.the 
same way, but they are exactly the same words you 
have in Hebrews ii. 9 and in 2 Pet. i. These were the 
glorious garments of the High Priest. “ Glory and honour,” . 
or ‘‘glory and beauty.” Third verse, ‘‘ Thou shalt speak to 
all that are wise-hearted.” What were these garments made 
for? ‘To consecrate him that he may minister unto Me in 
the priest's office.” Now may.we not conclude that when 
the blessed Lord Jesus was crowned with: honour and glory 
upon the holy mount it was to consecrate Him that He 
might minister unto God in the Priest's office? 

If this was not the moment when -He was thus formally 
set apart for this work, we are entitled to ask others to tell 
us. when was the moment. We know that most hymn- 
books and many Christians who get their theology from 
them instead of from the Bible, set the Lord Jesus-upon His 
throne now ; but we know that the time is not yet come 
for Him to be crowned as King, for Him to be anointed 
as King. Those who put the Lord Jesus now upon 
His throne and make Him a ruler over this scene of sin 
and misery, of suffering and death, of confusion and con- 
flict, little dream of the dishonour they are doing to Him, 
and the loss that they are working for their own souls in 
losing sight of the present service of the Lord Jesus Christ 
on behalf of His people, as. “ High-priest with God,” as 
their Advocate with the Father, as the “ Mediator,” the 
“ Intercessor,” and “the Shepherd and Bishop of their 
souls.” No, the Lord Jesus is still carrying on a very real 
and present service on behalf of His people, and He will 
continue in that position rendering them that service until 
the moment comes for the Father to bring Him again into 
the world, to formally anoint Him as King, and set Him 
upon His own throne, the throne of His. glory, saying, 
“Thou art My Son, this day have I begotten Thee.” 

But there are two other Scriptures in which this, word 
“transfigure ” occurs: it is not translated “ transfigure " 
but coupled with these other two renderings of. the Word it 
will furnish us with a sixth argument as well. as give us a 
very solemn, powerful, and practical lesson. 

You will find the first in Rom. xii. 1, “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God... be ye 
transformed, or transfigured.” That is the very word that 
is used in the Gospels of the transfiguration of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. And does it not seem to say to us that it 
was there and then that He presented His own body “asa 
living sacrifice to God.” It was then and it was there that 
He sanctified Himself, ie., set Himself apart for His High- 
priestly work. 

Now, he says, I beseech you that ye be not conformed 
to this world, but be ye transformed, transfigured into His 
glory by not being conformed to this world. That is the 
sort of “ non-conformity ”-we want; that is the kind of 
non-conformity we see so little of. And if you ask the 
reason why you are not transfigured and do not shine forth 
in His glory ?: ae 
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And how may I be transfigured? The other occur- 
rence of the word answers that question, It lets you 
into the great and important secret of how to be trans- 
figured, of how to shine, as it were, with Christ's glory, 
and thus shows you the only way of obeying this exhorta- 
tion in Romans xii. Truth to be practical must’ be 
practicable. When, therefore, it says, “ Be ye trangfigured,” 
how is this to be actually accomplished? We have the 
answer in 2 Cor. iii. The Holy Spirit has been reminding 
us in the preceding context that Moses went up into the 
mountain and had communion with God, and that when he, 
came down from the mount his face shone with the glory. 
He did not know it, but the people saw it, and he had to 
cover his face up, for they could not look upon it. The 
Holy Spirit then contrasts in the last verse our unveiled 
face with Moses’ face which was veiled,.‘' beholding as ina 
mirror, the glory of the Lord.” 

Do I want to shine with His glory, the glory that He 
had on the holy mount? Do I want to shine with the 
glory that Moses’ face shone with when he came down 
from the presence of God? Then I, too, must behold 
that glory.’ I must be occupied with that glory. This is 
not something that we have got to be. It is not something 
that we have to try to be. We have no need to try to be 
changed ; but if we aré occupied with the glory we shall 
be changed without knowing it. . There is no anxious toil- 
ing here; it is simply ‘‘ We beholding, are changed.” And 
it seems to imply that the change will be noticed by others 
rather than ourselves. And so it will be; we are sure of 
that. 

We know that if it is the Father's will that we should 
be ‘‘conformed to the image of His Son,” then we are 
perfectly sure that He has not left it to chance, that He has 
not left it tor us to discover at the end of this nineteenth 
century some method of being conformed to Him. We 
may be perfectly sure that He has not left us in ignor- 
ance as to the secret how we are to accomplish this which 
is the desire of all our hearts. It is as though He said 
to us: “Occupy yourself with the Blesser, I will be 
responsible for the blessing.” ‘ Keep your minds occupied 
with Him and frat will secure all you are looking for.” It 
seems to say to us, if we are occupied with a heavenly 
object our walk will become heavenly without an effort. 

And, then, to induce us to be. occupied with Him, He 
has given us a hope—a blessed hope—the hope of looking 
jor Him, and we cannot be looking for Him without look- 
ing to Him. We cannot look for Him without being 
occupied with Him. Looking for Him, therefore, ensures 
our becoming like Him. 


So you see this blessed hope is the most practical that 
could ever be brought before God’s people. It is most 
powerful and far-reaching in its results, ensuring and secur- 
ing conformity to His likeness, to His image. That is 
why the character of the Thessalonian saints was so per- 
fectly and completely formed; because they not only turned 
from idols (that was their work of faith), they not only 
served the living and true God (that was their labour of 
love), but they waited for God's Son from Heaven (that 
was their patience of hope). Waiting for God’s Son from 
Heaven is a very different thing from being a student of 
prophecy. You can study prophecy and yet not be waiting 
for God's Son from heaven. Studying prophecy is a work 
of the head; but waiting for God’s Son is a work of the 
heart, And it is quite possible to do the one without the 
other. If you must have only one, then, dear friends, Wait 
for His Son from heaven—that is the better of the two, 
There are many who, perhaps, are interested in the dream 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s image, and the vision of Daniel's 


~ Christ. 


e aaaea ii ii 


beasts, and understand all about Antichrist, but have not 
the heart occupied with Christ. ' 

That is the reason why God has given us this blessed 
hope. He has ordained tpat Aofe rather than “ an act of 
Jaith” (as we are taught to-day) shall be the means of 
securing our conformity to the image of His Son.. That 
is why we attach so much importance to this subject, and 
especially at this present time and place, so that the hearts 
of the Lord’s people may not be selfishly taken up, occu- 
pied and absorbed with themselves and their walk, but may 
be stirred up, not merely to take an interest in ‘Prophecy, 
but “to wait for God's Son from heavyen,” 5,7 no suert 

We do not read that the Thessalonians were waiting for 
Titus to come from Rome with his army to destroy Jeru- 
salem. It would have said so, if the coming of Brig had 
meant the destruction of Jerusalem. . 

They were waiting for the Son of God; not the Spirit of 
God, or for any great outpouring of spiritual blessing. 

They were not waiting for death, but they were waiting 
for life to be brought to them at ‘the’ appearing of Jesus 
Now may the study of this subject increase the 
importance of this blessed hope in your hearts, so that. in 
looking for Him our hearts may be engaged in looking to 
Him, and our walk may be conformed to .Him. . Yoy do 
not tell children to ¢ry to grow, but you know that if you 
give them proper food they cannot help growing : no more 
than the trees that drink in heaven’s light, and’ heaven's 
air, and heaven’s showers can help growing, can help 
bringing forth fruit. They do not zzy to bring forth 
fruit. So if our hearts are occupied with Him and Him 
only, we shall be conformed to His image. Others will see 
it although we may be painfully conscious as to how far 
short we come. It is only occupation with Him that will 
show us how far short we really are. A man May argue 
for a year as to a wall being straight, or a table being level ; 
but bring the spirit-level and the plumb-line and you will 
find out the truth ina moment. So, occupied with Christ, 
we measure everything by Him. We measure all work by 
Him, all service by Him, for in Him we haye the 
proper standard by which to measure everything under 
the sun. May our Christian characters, then, be perfectly 
completed, so that while we have turned from idols we may 
be engaged in some definite service for the living and true 
God, while we are constantly waiting for His pon from 
heaven. 
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Questions and | pres 


‘QugsTION No. 186. i 

Several friends have asked us what is the answer to the following 

cutting, concerning : 
THB PRIMATE AND THE BIBLE. ' 

“ His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury has apparently joined 
the ranks of the Higher Criticism. He said the other day that 
‘he had no doubt there’ were inaccuracies in the Old Testament 
narratives, though the writers told the truth as far as they knew 
it.’ This statement was deemed ‘ astounding’ by a correspondent, 
who inquired whether the Primate had been correctly reported. 
The Archbishop's chaplain has replied: ‘His Grace did make the 
statement to which you refer, and e thinks it; and for an instance 
he would refer y u to'2 Sam. xxiv. 13, and ‘1 Chron.-xxi, 12.’ 
The curious in these matters may find some S a in. study- 
ing and comparing the passages referred to,’ 


The above appeared in a large number of newspapers, 
because anything against the Bible is considered as- 
“general literature.” Not so anything in favour of God's 
Word. That is to be carefully excluded! So that while 


. the Primate’s remarks are quoted on all hands, our remarks 
| will be ignored. 
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Most of the papers head the paragraph as having to do 
with the “higher criticism,” but.this only shows the 
general ignorance of the subject. 
> Higher criticism is a sitting in judgment without any 
evidence, As, when the Lord Jesus said, “ David himself 
said by the Holy Ghost” (Mark xii. 36, quoting Ps. cx. 1), 
the-Higher Critics maintain that David never said it at all! 
and that Christ made a mijstake or adopted a popular error ! 
That is higher criticism. But there is a true criticism, 
which is ‘called “ Textual Criticism.” This is sitting in 
judgment. - But this judgment judges the work of man and 
not the word of God. It’ judges those who were the Tran- 
scribers and Transmitters of the sacred text, but not the 
statements of the text. 
the Old Testament “ the writers told the truth as far as they 
knew it” is little short of blasphemy. 

No real student of the Word of God charges the Holy 
Spirit, in giving the Original Text, with the mistakes arising 
from infirmity in the human instruments who copied it 
centuries afterwards: nor does he charge on Moses what 
an English or other translator thinks he meant. 

In the passage, mentioned by the Primate, 2 Sam. xxiv. 13 
and 2 Chron. xxi. 12, the former says the years of famine 
were “three,” and the latter says they were “seven.” This 
is not at alla question of what “the writers” originally wrote, 
but of what we have in the text to-day, and how it came 
there. 

There can be little doubt but that the primitive text had 
“three,” or rather the letter Gime? (3), which stood for it, 
But the primitive text was not written in these modern 
square characters, but in the ancient Phoenician characters, 
the same as, or similar to, those on the Moabite stone. 
These were afterwards transcribed and changed for 
the more modern square characters in which Hebrew 
is written to-day.e There was a similarity between 
certain Phoenician letters, and a similarity between certain 
modern characters ; and both of these contained elements 
which would sometimes, through human infirmity, cause an 
error in copying. 

The letter for “seven ” is Zayin (t), which is not unlike 
the Gimel, and in the Pheenician they are still more alike. 

There can be little doubt, therefore, that some scribe, in 


very remote times, mistook the one letter for the other, and . 


his mistake has been perpetuated. 

A writer in The Westminster Gazette takes occasion from 
this to charge the whole narrative with inaccuracies, at 
` every point, especially in the numbers of the census. And 
he does this flippantly and sarcastically. (So quickly is the 
Primate’s spirit caught !) 

In contrasting the numbers, he says that a return was 
made “showing 800,000 fighting men in Israel and 500,000 


in Judah.” The return shows nothing of the kind! There. 


is not a word about “‘ fighting ” men in Judah. In Chron. 
it says simply “men,” and in Sam. it distinctly says “inen 
of Judah ” in direct contrast to those who were " fighting” 
men ! 

Then, further, he says the accounts are “different,” 
because in Chron. it gives for Israel ‘1,100,000 fighting 


* Bee the chapter on this subject in the Introduction to Ginsburg’s Maysore- 
tioo-Critical Hebrew Bible. 


To say, as the Primate does, that in | 


55 
men for Israel,” whereas in Sam. it gives 800,000. - But 
here again the two numberings are distinguished. - In 
Chron. it is ‘all they of Israel that drew sword” ;: while in 
Sam. the number is smaller, ‘because it does ‘not reler tp. or 


include “all,” but- only the “ valiani men that- drew the 
sword.” A special body or part of the whole. oe sl 

If we exhibit the numbers just’ as they are given: first 
‘ comparing the two books, and then comparing: the ‘two’ 


kingdoms, the accuracy will be at once seen, oi x 
‘THE TWO ACCOUNTS. <-° 9°)" 
Sam {ae < 800,000 “valiant men.” 
* (Judah, 500,000 “ men.’ 
Israel, 7,100,000 “ all they of Israel that drew 
Chron} l sword” mes 
Judah, 470,000 “ men that drew sword.” - 
THE TWO KINGDOMS. ` 
Sam. 800,000 " valiant men.” 
Israel f Chron. 1,100,000 “ all they.of Israel that drew 


sword ” (but not neces- 
sarily all “ valiant ”). 
500,000 “ men of Judah.” 
470,000 “ men that drew sword. a 


Sam. 
Chron. 


These numbers and the terms which define their 
limitation will be found on examination tq be perfectly 
harmonious: e.g., while Judah had 500,000 men, there 


Judah | 


‘were at least: 30,000 who were incapable of drawing the 


sword. 

And yet this writer, taking his cue from the Primate, dees 
not scruple to say “it must be that one or other of the two 
accounts is, to put it mildly,‘ inaccurate.’ ” 

As he states the case “it must be” “inaccurate.” But, 

then, his is not the way in which it is stated in the Word of 
God. 
- This is sad enough for writers of general literature. But 
what shall we say of the men who, like the Primate and the 
Bishop of Manchester at the recent Church Congress, and 
a host of others, whose one and most important business it 
is to defend and uphold the integrity of the Bible, are 
engaged in betraying it into the hands of its enemies ! 

And while the Bible declares that “ Holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,” the Primate 
declares that “the writers told the truth as far as they 
knew it.” 

N.B.—The Answer to the Question concerning Goc 
and Macos is held over till next month. 
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THE THRONE OF CHRIST. 


1. His GoveRNMENT-  - Psa. xi. 4. 

2. His GRACE - - - Heb. iv. 16. 

3. His JUDGMENT - - Rev. xx. I1. 

4. His Grory - `- - 1Sam.ii.8; Rey. xxii, 1, 2. 


b 


l T.. GEORGE, ' 
Christ Church Lodge, Bromley, Kant. i 
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Signs of the Times. 
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JEWISH SIGNS. 
A STARTLING SIGN OF THE TIMES. 


The most significant sign of the times that- has yet been 
heard of with regard to the Jews comes from Russia. 

We have frequently said that the wide distribution of 
Hebrew New Testaments is, even upon the lowest grounds, 
an absolute necessity. For if the nation is to “look on 
Him whom they pierced,” and to “mourn because of 
Him,” it is clear that they. must first know about His 
rejection and death, even if only as a historical event. 
But the fact is that so far as Russia is concerned the 
great bulk-of the Jews had never heard of or seen a New 
Testament. 

But now more than 100,000 copies of Salkinson’s Hebrew 
New Testament (printed and published by the Trinitarian 
Bible Society) have been purchased and sent into Russia 
and distributed by the Mildmay Mission to the Jews. One 
of the results of this widespread distribution, perhaps 
influenced by the cry that is tearing France to pieces, has 
been to give rise to a party amongst the Jews who call 
themselves 


j 
3 


“ REVISIONISTS ” | 

The Rev. John Wilkinson has favoured us with the sight 
of a letter received from Pastor Gurland, in which he says 
that this party take up a different stand from that of the 
Zionists. “They desire a congress of learned 
Jews, who are to investigate impartially the trial 
of Jesus, because they are absolutely convinced 
that it was a judicial murder of God's anointed.” 

How wonderful! Who knows but that before long 
Israel may be torn and rent as France is now by the cry of 
Revision—not of Dreyfus, but of the Lord Jesus. 

How solemnly near, too, we may beto the fulfilment of Lev. 
xxvi. 40-42, “If they shall confess their iniquity, avd the 
iniquity of their fathers, with their trespass which they have 
trespassed against Me; and that they have walked contrary 
unto Me, and that I also have walked contrary unto them, 
and have brought them into the land of their enemies; 
if then their uncircumcised hearts be humbled, and they 
then accept of the punishment of their iniquity; then will I 
remember My covenant with Jacob, and also My covenant 
with Isaac, and also My covenant with Abraham will I 
remember ; and 1 will remember the land.” 

It looks also as though Zech. xii. 10 had also received 
the signs of its coming fulfilment. 


THE RECENT ZIONIST MEETING IN LONDON. 

A most remarkable meeting was held at the Great 
Assembly Hall,in the East-end of London, on Monday, 
October 3rd, to welcome Dr. Herzl, and start a great 
branch of the Zionist movement in England. 

It was our privilege to be present on the platform, and 
we were deeply impressed by the scene presented by a sea 
of, it is said, some 10,000 faces, moved by the greatest 
enthusiasm. l 

It was most solemn to reflect on the prophecies of Israel's 
restoration and then to look on that huge gathering met to 
consider how it is to be brought about. 

A few years ago Christians would have been astounded 
to have heard merely of the possibility of such a movement. 
But here it is in active operation, and now planted in our 
midst. 


Doubtless it is received with opposition by some of the 
London West-end Jews, for they can enjoy much more 
luxury and ease in London than they will be likely to get 
in Palestine for a long time to come; and this is the 


` secret of the position of Zionist affairs in England. 


The leading article in The Jewish World (Oct. 7) is worth 
reading, and our subscribers will thank us for enabling them 
to see what Jews themselves think and say about it.. 

The article is headed with the quotation from. Job xi. 18: - 

7 “HECAUSE THERE IS HOPERE": | ` 

_ “It was singularly cd wi ro that, at this season of the year when, 
after the period of tribulation is over, the thoughts of our people turn 
to one of the most pleasant episodes in our past career, Dr: Herzl 
should have come to London and brought the glad tidings of success 
to the Zionist cause. Throughout a speech that lasted more than an | 
hour, and was a remarkable feat of oratory, the keynote was success. 
Zionism has come down from the domain of fancy ; it is no longer only 
an ideal. Practical steps have been taken and are being taken to-day, 
the road is being rapidly prepared, the time is not far off, realisation‘ is 
nearer than people have imagined. Needless to say, it was not possible 
to speak very fully or to discuss the individual steps that have been 
taken, Silence is the best staff to the man who ‘walks’ sone the 
dangerous and difficult road of diplomacy. None the less, Dr. Herzl 
could say that the plans have rapidly matured, and the meeting might 
rely upon what was being done to bring about the consummation so 
devoutly to be wished. 

“ There was no attempt to place before the meeting a picture painted 
in colours too bright to endure. Dr. Herzl does not imagine that the 
journey, whether from Russian Pales of Settlement or the Jewish 
Quayster in East-end London, will avail to affect a transformation in 
the character of the Jew, in his capacity, his endurance, or his mode 
of life. There is no Utopian regeneration forthcoming, nor will the 
people march to a land overflowing with milk and honey, to sit every 
man under bis own fig tree and pass his life as though the Golden Age 
were with us yet. We may hope for such oppna for our children 
and our children’s children. All who go to Palestine now will be 
pioneers, making the roads that shall enable their children to walk 
easily, building the houses that shall shelter them, the synagogues in 
which they will meet to pray. For the pioneers is the work, the 
labour that shall bear fruit in after years, and Dr. Herzl would have 
been no true leader of men had he asked his audience to believe that 
there were no difficalties to be overcome, and no privations to endure. 
What he could say was that the latest resources of Government, the 
most modern methods of progress would be at the service of the 
builders of a Jewish State, that they would be“spared the pain of 
learning by their mistakes as other States must learn. 

“ Dr. Herzl’s visit and his speech will long remain impressed upon 
our memory. They will strengthen the position of English Zionism, 
they will gather recruits from the ranks of the waverers, they will 


‘Spread the enthusiasm for the cause more and-more through the length 


and breadth of England. We are now prepared for developments in a 
very short space of time, we are further strengthened by the complete 
and absolute failure of opponents of the cause to chullenge Dr. Herzl 
by the presentation of any significant objections. The paper critics 
are left behind, they may content themselves in their studies by pre- 
paring along list of difficulties that were probably considered even 
before the scheme was seriously put before the public; they can no 
longer claim to be active opponents of the cause for the good of their 
brethren. Opposition was looked for, was welcomed, and was not 
forthcoming ; people who are valuable members of bodies that deal 
with small matters of local and municipal importance have shown no 
desire to grapple with the most important question of modern Jewish 


history. Thus the opposition is discounted. We believe it has been 
more in the pens and on the tongues than in the hearts of the anti- 
Zionists. ; i . 


“ The movement must appeal to orthodox Jews. It is national 
rather than personal. Dr. Herzl has come forward to afford practical 
opportunities of bringing about a consummation of the ideal. No man 
knows better than Dr. Fleral that the movement is not concerned with - 
a personal element. We admire his eloquence, we believe jn his 
diplomacy, we have offered him our entire faith, because and in so far 
as he voices the national aspiration.- But the movement is one of ` 
principles, not men. Even trusted leaders may fall away, yet the 
movement will go on as strongly as ever. This should suffice to 
content the people who cannot deny the importance and value of th 
Zionist ideal, and yet refrain from giving it their support.” 


PALESTINE AND THE GREAT WORLD 
RAILWAYS. 


An article in Zhe Fortnightly Review shows how all 
things are working up to and preparing for the “ time of the 
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end,” and how intimately Palestine is connected with the 
various movements that are on foot. It says :— 


“Within three years a man will be able to get into the train at 
Ostend and travel straight through to Port Arthur. In five years a 
person will be able to travel in a railway carriage from the Cape to 
Alexandria. There is yet a third great world line froin Constantinople 
via Palestine, Persia, India, and Burmah, to Hong Kong. . The 
importance of these three great lines of communication cannot be 
sufficiently dwelt upon, it can certainly not be exaggerated. With the 
‘Siberian railway we have nothing todo now; with regard to the other 
two this isto be noted: they both of them meet in Palestine Pales- 
tine ts (he great centre, the meeting of the roads. Whoever holds 
Palestine commands the great lines of communication, not only by land, 
but also-dy sea.” i 


POLITICAL SIGNS. 
THE CZAR’S MILLENNIUM. 


A writer in Zhe Daily Chronicle shows how things are 
preparing the way for that universalism which will be 
headed up under the coming Antichrist. He says :— 


“ We need not assume,the formal success of the Conference. But it 
cannot wholly fail. The fact that it meets will bring into distinctness 
and tend to settle the problems of the future. 

“ For the Czar’s invitation comes at an unprecedented moment. It 
is as commonplace to say that the progress of invention has caused the 
world to shrink up, and has brought all countries into one community. 
But it is not always so clearly perceived that the result of this drawing 
together is to force on a higher organisation, to substitute—so to speak 
—international collectivism for national isolation; and that the less 
civilised nations, no longer left to welter in barbarism, or slowly to 


decay, are coming under the authority of the few more civilised Powers. . 


The advent of the United States into the rank of colonising and domin- 
ating nations completes the roll of the Master-Powers; so that the 
situation is complete. Henceforth all foreign politics concern the 
world at large.” i i 

After glancing at the present position of the European 
Powers, he says :— 

“ The political settlement of the world is, therefore, almost within 
sight, and might be very near if the bench of Master Powers could 
agree on the final division.” 

He then considers what may be the effect of the coming 
Conference as it concerns Europe and the rest of the world, 
and, after apportioning the various countries, he adds :— 

“Tf France still cherishes desires to ‘partir pour la Syrie,’ they 
might be gratified ; but the last tenants of Jerusalem would be the 
Jews.” . 

He closes the article with this weighty conclusion : 


“Tt may, then, fairly be said that the politics of the world are 
rapidly approaching a settlement, even if it be not a final one: and that 
the prospects of the proposed conference are not to be judged by any 
precedents drawn from earlier times, in which the future was more 
obscure . . . The thing to be firmly grasped is that recent events 
have opened a new period, and brought into view the possibility of 
reaching a stable equilibrium.” 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 
THE “DRAMATIC GOSPEL.” 


This is the name Zhe Times gives to the play called ‘‘ The 
Sign of the Cross”: or rather, it says, “the old dramatic 
Gospel revived.” 

The Daily Telegraph says “it united for the first time in 
dramatic history Catholics, Protestants, Nonconformists, 
and—mirabile dictu—both Jews and the Salvation Army... 
we cannot get over the fact of a spell-bound audience, 
composed in a great degree of ministers of religion, who held 
out the hand of charity from the church to the stage.” 

True! true! yes, they are “ministers of religion.” That 
is just what they are—of “religion,” but not of Christ! 
Nor is the ‘ charity” the love of God in Christ ! 

So great is the infatuation, and so wide-spread is the 
spirit of worldliness in’ the professing church, that we are 
not surprised to read the following from Zhe Bristol Times 
and Mirror :— 


‘a word of prayer. 


“The police who were on duty outside the luilding estimate that 
2,500 persons were: turned away from the doors after all the available 
space had been filled; it will be more completely realised what an 
amount of excitement was created. People began to congregate round 
the entrance so carly as four o'clock, and long before it was possible to 
Gain admission the pavements were blocked.” 


Nor are we surprised to read the following from The 
Sydney Bulletin :— OO 
“6 PRIEST AND THEATRICAL CHORISTERS, 

“It was curious, at Braken Hill the other Sunday, to see a priest 
standing at the altar steps thanking members of the ‘French Maid’ 
company for singing in the choir, and recommending his congregation 
to go and see the show. But, after all, why not?” : 


THE CONDITION OF THE “FREE CHURCHES.” 


Before the recent Congress of the Baptist Union at 
Nottingham, a paragraph appeared in Zhe Baptist (Sept. 
23) from “a special correspondent.” His words are there- 
fore authoritative and weighty. It is headed 


NOTTINGHAM AND JTS CHURCHES. 


After describing the ecclesiastical and other privileges of 
the town, he goes on“to speak of the spiritual condition of 
things : he says :— 

‘* There are eighteen Baptist churches in Nottingham, with fourteen 
settled pastors, and though none of these ministers take an outstanding 
position in the denomination it is generally admitted that they reach a 
high average of ability, devotion, and scholastic attainment. It must, 
however, be confessed that church life in Nottingham is very far 
from what it ought to be. There is a singular dearth of devoted leaders 
amongst the laity of the congregations. This is not peculiar to one de- 
nomination, nor even to the Free Churches ; all alike seem to be want- 
ing in consecrated and capable men, who will manage efficiently the 
secular concerns of the churches, and make the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness the supreme object of their lives. “The people of 
Nottingham are given over to pleasure. A League football match or 
the advent of some noted operatic company would stir the town more 
deeply than the visit of the Baptist Union. Even members of our own 
churches show little denominational enthusiasm. Our total contributions 
for the conversion of the heathen world are under £600, though there 
are men in our churches who individually could give the whole of this 
amount without pinching themselves to do so. We know a Baptist who 
recently cleared £60,000 by one transaction, yet his subscription to the 
Missionary Society remains one guinea ! 

“ Perhaps the saddest feature of the religious life of our churches is 
the almost total abandonment of prayer meetings. This, again, is 
characteristic of every denomination. We know a church where the 
deacons have held repeated meetings to decide on an invitation to the 
pastorate, yet these meetings were begun, continued, and ended without 
We know another church where a similar question 
was decided in a gentleman’s library, under the inspiration of whisky 
and cigars! Several of our Baptist churches have no week-night 
prayer-meeting, some never have a prayer-meeting at all. We know 
of only one church in the. town where the deacons meet with the 
pastor on Sunday mornings to seek in prayer a blessing on the work. 

“ Happily, there are a faithful few who are praying and agonising that 
this fatal slumber may speedily be disturbed. If the meetings next 
weck help to destroy our Laodicean self-complacency, and Jead us to 
God in real penitence, they will be for ever memorable in the history of 
Nottingham. God grant that it may be even so.” ! 


HARVEST FESTIVALS. 


We have no space to devote to this growing evil, in 
which chapels and churches, and even mission-halls now, 
are running a mad race of competition. 

It is sickening to read of a 

“SERVICE ON THE STAGE,” : 
which a bishop conducted in an East-end theatre, sur- 
rcunded by an “enormous trophy” of vegetables and 
fruits, in which “ cabbages vied with carrots.” Of course 
there were the usual “hymns and solos,” and the bishop 
“strode to the footlights and launched at once into a 
forcible appeal for more holy concord amongst the yarious 
sections of professed Christianity,” using for his illustration 


' the battle of Omdurman. 
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THE LOCAI. NEWSPAPERS 


all over the country teem with details of church and chapel 
decorations and the fair decorators, the titles of the anthems, 
the singers of the solos, the “rendering ” of the music, the 
“recitals” on the organ, “the loaves of bread arranged 
in the: shape of a cross,” of which we read till we are 
fairly sick at heart. $ i 


NONCONFORMIST DOWN-GRADE AT SOUTHSEA. 


A Correspondent writes: “Here, is the same thing as 
everywhere else that Things fo. Come sets forth. ‘Attractive 
services, ‘laying hold of the masses,’ &c-, &c. I am a 
total stranger to the place, and went around to see what I 
could find, and felt in my search that they certainly ‘ zoo 
me in. I went to one Baptist Chapel—found it was 
Mrs. Walker, to be the missioner on behalf of the Grand 
Lodge of the order of good something or other, but I walked 
off. Went to another Baptist chapel, where the announce- 
ment on the bills informed me ‘Young men wanted.’ 
The invitation hardly fitted myself; however, I went in. 


The preacher suggested to me that he was in charge of a. 


stall in Covent Garden Market, and_I was trying to make 
out what connection there could be between gloxinias 
and Gospel, or in what pumpkins can contribute to 
popularity. 

“The poor man read Joel, about the ‘locust, cankerworm, 
caterpillar, and palmerworm, My great army which T sent 
among you.’ I could not call to mind any particular visita- 
tion of tbe kind that had happened, neither did he 
enlighten any of us when it was; but I suppose it was the 
nearest thing he could find to agree with the pumpkins he 
had got before him. 

“The word of God is becoming, it seems, more and more 
either a scrap-book or else a riddle-book. The time was, 
in my young days, when Nonconformity was a power in 
the land. There was a sincere desire to hold fast the 
Protestant principles of the Reformation, and set forth the 
truth of the Gospel as far as light was theirs. The aim 
now is to do’ something to get the masses, tickle them well, 
‘bright services ’—principles nowhere. 

“Then came the anthem! There was the sv/o, then the 
scramble, another edition of the ‘marlin-spike.’ It 
suggested to me a lot of people in Hampton Court Maze, 
all rushing about to find one another.” 


THE RECENT CHURCH CONGRESS, 


“beld at Bradford this. week, demands a passing remark. I have 
never had but one opinion about Church Congresses. They always do 
more harm than good in any town where they are held. They en- 
courage Ritualism, and they help forward the cause of infidelity. One 
of ‘the very learned professors at Bradford mixed up what he calls 
Calvinism with Mohammedanism, and does not apparently distinguish 
between the two! The Bishop of Manchester tells us there is not an 
infallible Pope, nor an Infallible Church. Common sense can see the 
‘first, and experience proves the second; but he adds that there is not 
an Infallible Bible! Poor man! One hour's experience of its killing 
and quickening power in his‘own soul, would lead him to a very 
different conclusion. If God has not given us an ‘infallible’ word 
then He has left mankind in complete darkness. For if the Word be 
not infallible in ‘its jots and tittles' who is able to distinguish between 
that which is infallible and that which is not? Apparent contradictions, 
such as have confused the mind of Dr. Temple, exist in the Word for 
the same purpose, as the person and work of the Lord Jesus are found 
there. He is @ sanctuary for His people, the whole election of grace, 
but for a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence to the ungodly 
(Isa. viii. 14). See also 1 Pet. ii. 8, If men will not believe, the very 
Word of God will minister to their unbelief and ruin. The Bishop of 
Ripon tells us that the church of the future will be neither Protestant 
nor Catholic, but Christian, What his Lordship meant is perhaps 
known to himself, and it wasa phrase which might suit the ‘itching 
ears’ of the superficial worldling, but which has no meaning to an in- 
telligent Christian."—From the Monthly Letter of St. John's, Han, 
bourne, by Rev. Thos. Davis. 


NORFOLK VILLAGE NONCONFORMITY.._ 


“ A correspondent sends us an alarming picture of village Methodism 
in Norfolk, where, he says, the relations between pastors and people 
are a trifle strained.” The flock complain that since their shepherds 
have been obliged to matriculate at college they are out of all sym- 
pathy with rural life. Their feelings towards the rank and: file of 
their worshippers have undergone a change, and the warm greeting- 
extended to Famer Giles suffers in sincerity by contrast with the coolness 
of the greeting vouchsefed to Hodge, his ploughman,- The latter, more- 
over, cannot for the life of him understand what part such ‘ falfals ’.as 
classes for young men and women, ‘pleasant Sunday afternoons,' and 
such like, play in the economy of Christianity. ` On the other side, the 
ministers charge. the laity with meanness, altbongh` haw, it. iy 
possible for a Norfolk agria labourer in receipt of 11s: weekly ta 
contribute much to the funds of his Connexion surpasses comprehension.. 
Thus the rupture: stands and points to a crisis in Methodism, which is 
reaching an acute stage.” eS fae eee 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 


THE RELIGION OF SPIRITISM. 


In our last number we intimated that supernatural 
powers of evil were seeking to control governments, and 
this was taken from their, own published statements. To- 
day—and from the same source, we shall show that their 
aim is to direct ‘‘ the religious thought of the age.” < =: 

Mr. Moses, an advanced spiritist and writer on these 
subjects; says: ‘ Ever since I became intimately acquainted 
with the subject, I have been deeply impressed with some 
serious questions respecting it. One is that there is an 
organized plun on the part of Spirits who govern’ these 
manifestations . . fo act on us and on the religious thought 
of the age.” Also Mr. Owen, the author of Footfalls on the 
Boundary of Another World, writes: “There are more 
plausible reasons than many imagine, that the com- 
munications in question come from the powers of darkness, 
and that we are entering on the first steps of a career of 
demoniac ‘manifestations, the issues whereof men cannot 
conjecture.” a2 

But these are not first steps. The Scriptures tell us of 
attempts of the same kind long ago. Paul and Silas, when 
preaching at Philippi,- had to contend with one of the 
throng of perverting spirits. ‘‘ A certain damsel possessed 
with a spirit of divination (Python, margin) met us . . and 
cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most 
high God, which show unto you a way (R.V.).of salvation.” 
This sounded well. Here.was an effort to “control re- 
ligious thought." But the Holy Spirit would have no 
partnership with the demon, so “ Paul turned and said to 
the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to 
come out of her. And he came out the same hour” 
(Acts xvi. +16-18). This demon anticipated this.day of 
modern thought and was willing to reciprocate and’ approve 
through the medium of such testimony as theirs, conditional 
upon being left alone. But she was silenced. ` -7 n. ~ 

C. de Krogh (of Copenhagen) remarks :— ; 


I bave, however, in England, met with mediums who believed in 
reincarnation, and who even knew their own previous existences, but 
they are the exceptions. Reincarnation is, however, not a necessity, 
There may exist spirits who have only. been down once. It depends. 
how they have spent their earth life. But if a spirit sees that by going 
down again he can make quicker progress, then he will surely’ choose 
this way, for he has himself the choice. No one- is sent down again 
without his own consent. But many spirits go down in the mission to 
help their brothers and sisters on earth, and this brings mankind an 
immense step forward, Just now a great number of bigh spirits have 
been reincarnated with this intention. Lighter and happier times arẹ 
coming for mankind. Let us rejoice and be thankful'to God for the 
glorious law of reincarnation. : ray 


Here, in this paragraph we find the sume pretensions, 
the same claims to have a way of salvation, - 3" ? 
There is but one way, the Holy Spirit in Acts ix. 2; xix, 
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9, 23; xxiv, 14, bears Emphas a witness to this, for accord- 
ing to the R.V. all these passages should ‘ead “THE 
Way.” 


“DENYING THE ONLY LORD GOD, AND OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST.” 


In Peter’s Second Epistle we are forewarned of these 
blasphemous utterances, by which we may Giscern we are 
in the very rapids of the apostasy. 

“ But there were false prophets also among the people, 
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall: bring in heresies of damnation (R.V.), even deny- 
ing the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction. 
ways ; by reason of whom zke way of truth shall be evil 
spoken of. 


“When an Adept reaches, during his life-time, that state of 
holiness and purity that makes him ‘ equal to the angels,’ then at 
death his apparitional or astral body becomes as solid and 
tangible as. was the late body, and is transformed into the real 
man, The old physical body falling off like the cast-off serpent's 
skin, the body of the ‘new’ man remains either visible, or, at the 
option of the Adept, disappears from view, surrounded as it is by 
the akashic shell that screens it. The case of Jesus covers -the 
ground for the same possibility in the cases of all Adepts and 
Avataris " (pp. 136, 140). 

“Now the question arises, if an Adept can thus ‘ consolidate 
his astral body,’ what is the use of reincarnation for hin? Theo- 
sophy may reply that it brings him into closer touch with 
humanity on the earth. Perhaps it does in a superficial way, 
but at how great a cost in other ways! The Arch-Adept of 
Nazareth, the records of whose life Madame Blavatsky seems at 
last to have accepted, though she threw doubts thereon in her 
former writings, clearly taught this: For He declared to His 
disciples that it was expedient for Him to leave them. He knew 
that when the limitations of His natural body were transcended 
by His evolution into the arch-natural body, the body of the 
resurrection and ascension, He would be able to help them in a 
manner never before possible.” 


SPIRITISM AND THE RELIGIOUS PRESS. 


Light, irf its issue of July 30 is greatly elated in finding an 
ally in a religious paper. We think he must know very 
little of the organs of religious thought—whether pulpit or 
press—to be so cheered by this one contribution which is 
referred to in such an exultant tone. Those who are 
watching the ‘‘down-grade” of religious thought, could 
supply him with much matter. Here are two instances. 
One who ranks high in the Congregational fold declared 
from the pulpit that Christ came to restore a ruin, also to 
discover what He saw of His Father in men. Another 
example from a recognized authority in the Wesleyan body: 

“ Chinese, Zulus, Mohammedans, are all the children of God. 
We don’t baptize children to make them God’s children—but we 
baptize them because they are such.” 

We congratulate Zhe Church Gazette. Its (shall we 
call it ?) symposium on “Is there spiritual evolution after 
death? ” is in every way good. The very subject almost 
deserves a: page to itself, even as the very suggestion of 
“spiritual evolution after death ” might win the battle by 
itself. If “spiritual evolution” is true, what of the old 
“ Fall,” “ The primal curse,” The arbitrary condemnation? 
If“ spiritual evolution after death” is true, what of the end 
of “probation” with the earth-life, the resurrection of the 
body and an eternal hell ? 

Here follows a meaningless jumble of imbecility and 
folly.” A pretension of reasoning which .has a show of 
wisdom, but is nothing but brainless babbling. 


“The capacities of self-consciousness are present in the sub- 
conscious germ and ‘embryo and in the prior sub-conscious 
elemental, yet it has been differentiated from the Infinite into 
finality, and we sec its first unfolding in particularised function- 
ing, knowing in’ distinction, in the child. Similarly the germic 
capacities of the modes of consciousness pertaining to spiritual- 
personality, indivi-duality, und celestial identity are now present 


And many shall follow their pernicious. 
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in man, but these wül only unfold functionally when we ingress, 
through consecutive deaths, into the states and planes pertaining 


‘thereto, and come to’ neve a vital form, a soul, in contomitant, 


equivalent mode.” 

We doubt the possibility of anybody understanding this 
rubbish even with the aid of the most exalted spivit guide. 

It will be noticed by the reader, that with al] this talk it 
is but mere speculation, as indicated by such words as ‘‘jf,” 
“assume,” “given,” granting,” &c.. Those’ who hold to 
Bible verities grant nothing, and certainly do not * willingly 
accept the significant exclusion of the Bible,” but. rather 
emphasize the words of the apostle: “That. ye may be 
mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets,” that the days would come of “ scoffers walking 
after their own lusts,” and would co-exist with a welling 
ignorance of the word of God (See 2 Peter iii 2-5). `“ The 
principalities, powers, world rulers of this darkness,” are at 
work and bringing on the great consummation rapidly 


THE PROTESTANT MONTH. ` 


It may be well tó call the attention of our readers to the 
fact that November is specially a month of Protestant 
Anniversaries. 

Nov. 4 is the birthday of William III. (1650), and also 

his wedding day with Mary (1677). 

» 5 is the anniversary of the discovery of the Gun- 
powder Plot (1605), and also of the landing 
of King William ITI. at Tor Bay. 

» 10 is the birthday of Martin Luther (1483) and of 
Dean Goode (1801), who has been called “the 
Modern Luther.” 

», 12 Richard Baxter was born (1615). 

15 William Cowper was born (1731). 

» 17 Death of Queen Mary and Accession of Queen 

Elizabeth (1558), called ‘Queen Elizabeth's 

day,” and observed with great demonstration 

from 1679 till the Accession of George I, 

quieted the fears of the people as to any danger 

to the Protestant succession to the throne. ` 

„n 23 Royal Order, substituting Tables for- Altars 
in Churches (1550). 

24 John Knox died (1572). Archbishop Sandcroft, 
the leader of the seven bishops, died (1693). 
Thanksgiving day in the United States. '” 

„ 29 The fall of Cardinal Wolsey, the enemy of 

the Reformation i in Rogie: y 539). 


x 


~ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. i š 
To the Editor of " Things to Come.” 
DEAR Sir, 

Your article in the October number on Psa. cx. 
alludes to the use made of it as proving that Christ cannot 
come for His people until after the subduing . of His 
enemies, because, till then, He must sit upon. the throne 
of God. This reminds. me of a child-story. > A little 
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country girl in London was shown the Queen driving past 
in her carriage.. She was at first incredulous, and then 
astonished. “Why,” she exclaimed, “I thought the 
Queen was sitting on the throne!” 


Yours faithfully, 
R. ANDERSON. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. Bullinger has received an empty envelope which had 
never been fastened down. Whatever it originally con- 
tained had been taken out. The post-mark is “ London, 
S.W., 8.30 p.m., Oct. 6.” This notice may lead to the 


identification of the sender, and excuse the receiver for 


apparent neglect. 


TO OUR READERS ON THE PACIFIC COAST. 


The Rev. Walter W. Moses, of 35 Perry Street, San 
Francisco, would be very glad if all subscribers to Things 
to Come on the Pacific Coast would kindly communicate 
with him. with the view, not only of promoting the circula- 
tion of Things fo Come in that part of the world, but of 
spreading more widely the precious truths it desires to 


make known. 
e 


REVIEWS. 


Loose Leaves from a Minister's Manuscripts. When we 
say that the Ainister is the Rev. Samuel Wainwright, D.D., 
of Clapham Park, and that the Manuscripts are his own 
“ meditative musings,” we have said enough to commend 


this book to all who wish to read something interesting and ` 


instructive. The leaves and subjects, though quite inde- 
pendent, are yet very attractively arranged under four heads. 
(1) “ Isaac went out (2) to meditate (3) into the field (4) 
at the eventide” (Gen. xxiv. 63), and this grouping, simple 
as it is, forms a thread sufficiently strong to hold some seven- 
teen precious jewels, and make up a book specially suitable 
for thoughttul readers. 


Dr. Wainwright i is very happy in his choice of titles, and 
is the author of other books happily named, eg., Christian 
Certainty, (Halchard’s) ros. 6d. ; Voices from the Sanctuary, 
(Partridge) 3s. 6d. ; Scientific Sophisms, a Review of Current 
Theories concerning Atoms, Apes, and Men, (Hodder) 
6s. 6d.; The Modern Avernus, or the Descent of England. 
How far? a Question for Parliament and the Constituencies, 
(Halchard) 6s. ; Rituals, Romanism, and the Reformation, 
a Question of Fact, (Partridge) 7s. 6d. These Loose Leaves 
are published by Simpkin and Marshall, price 3s. 6d. 


The Higher Critics and their Mistakes. By P.and R. H. 
Marshall Brothers, cheap edition, 4d. nett. A more useful 
book can scarcely be imagined. A copy ought to be in the 
hands of every one of our readers. It charmingly carries the 
war into the enemy’s camp, and instead of standing coldly 
on the defensive, the critics are energetically submitted to 
the closest criticism and their many mistakes exposed. 
This large pamphlet of 56 pages contains a vast amount of 
most useful information: and shows that the higher 
critics, so far from being infallible teachers, are in reality the 


most untrustworthy of guides. We earnestly commend it 
to every reader. who hag not time to work out so largea 
subject for himself. 


AN APPEAL BY THE REV. H. W. WEBB-PEPLOE. 


We heartily call attention to a letter which has recently 
been sent out by the President of the 


BARBICAN MISSION TO THE JEWS. 


We have not space for the whole, but give the important 
statement of facts. The latter is dated 25 Onslow Gardens, 
S.W., Sept. 30, 1898. 

~N 


“My DEAR FRIENDS, 


“I think you know something of the Barbican Mission 
to the Jews. It isa small Society working on definite Evangelical 
lines (but in no spirit of rivalry, much less hostility, to other Jewish 
Missions) amongst the Jews of London, and it also does a little on the 
Continent. For the ‘past seven years the headquarters have been at 
33 Finsbury Square, the rent of which (£250 a year) has been entirely 
defrayed by ‘A Lover of Israel? The lease, however, has just 
expired, and we are now endeavouring to find a fresh home for the 
Mission, which should, if possible, be of a permanent character. . In 
the meantime we have "acquired temporary premises at 262 Commercial 
Road, E. It is proposed to make the new Mission House a memorial 
of the late Prebendary Gordon Calthrop, the first President ‘of the 
Mission, to whose efforts and influence the work owes more than we 
can express, 

s We have a little more than £1,000 in hand, but we need another 
£3,000 to carry our plansinto eflect. Will you help us with a donation? 


* a xX 


“ Contributions may be sent to the Treasurer of the Mission, 
226 Commercial Road, London, E” 


PROPHETIC CONFERENCE. 


The third Annual Prophetic Conference will be held 
(God willing) at St. John’s Iron Church, Bexley, on Nov. 
23rd and 24th at 3.30 and 7.30 p.m. 

Further particulars can be obtained from Rev. F. Cecil 
Lovely, Bexley, Kent. 


THE ORDER OF THE SEVEN CHURCH. 
EPISTLES. 


Since the article on this subject was in type we have 
made further investigations, which show that the order in 
which we have them in’ our English Bibles is the same as 
that in a// the Greek manuscripts. 

In these manuscripts the order of the books is generally 
arranged in five groups. l , 

First come the four Gospels ; (2) then the Acts; (3) 
the General Epistles; (4) the Pauline Epistles, and (5) the 
Apocalypse. 


The order of these five groups varies, but not these seven 
epistles. 

The order of Paul's ozer epistles varies, but not the order 
of these seven. 

The order of even the four Gospels varies, hut not her 
seven epistles. 

So that this fact puts the matter beyond all question, that 
this order not being chronological must be for some other 
purpose, and this purpose, we submit, is that which, we 
have set forth upon another page. 
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OUR GREATEST ENCOURAGEMENT. 


“ ow all these happened unto them for ensamples ” 

N. (lit, for types), and they are written for our 
admonition ” (1 Cor. x. 11). - 

There is a blessed application of Num. xiv. 8 for the 
Lord’s people to-day, because we have the truth revealed 
and proclaimed to us in the epistles, and a powerful illus- 
tration of it in this episode in the history of Israel. 

“Tf the Lord delig ght in us, then He will bring us into this 
land, and give it us.’ ' 

The first thought of the religious old nature is, “Then I 
must try and behave so that I may enable Him to delight 
in me”! 

But this does ‘not come up even to the Old Testament 
standard, still less to the New. 

Those under the old covenant had truer views of God and 
His grace than this. 

In the history before us the spies had just returned and 
brought back an “evil report.” It was evil because they 
were occupied with themselves, and not with the power of 
God and the promise of God. 

They saw the “giants,” but not the right hand ar God 
which could subdue them. 

, They saw the ‘ walled cities,” but not the strength of 
Jehovah which could crumble them to dust. 

They said, ‘‘ They are stronger than we,” 
forgot the Strong One in their midst. 

They were in their enemies’ sight as grasshoppers, but 
did not think of what their enemies were in God’s sight. 

They wept because of the giants and walls, and forgat 
God’s covenant which He had made with Abraham, Isaac, 


because they 


and Jacob. 
What a difference there is between Num. xiv. and 
- Exod. xv. ! 
In Num. xiv. it was all “we”: “we came,” and "we 


saw,” and “we were,” &c. Whereas in Exod. xv. it was, 
“Who is like unto Thee?” “ Thou hast Jed forth,” “ Thou 
' hast redeemed,” “Thou hast guided,” “Thou shalt bring 
in.” Therefore it is no wonder that we read, “ Then sang 
Moses and the children of Israel this song.” 

And it is no wonder likewise that we read in Num. xiv. 1, 
“the people wept that night.” 

And what is the answer of faith to all this weeping? It 
is given in the words of Joshua and Caleb (verse 8), "Zf the 
Lord delight in us, then He will bring us into this land, and 
give it us.” l 


This was the ground of faith in Exodus, ‘Tt was the 


DECEMBER, 
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fact that “ God remembered His covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac, and with Jacob” (Exod. ii. 24). No other 


- ground can give true cause for the singing of Jehovahs 


praise. “And any other ground will give cause for weeping 
instead of singing. 

Notice the three verbs : “ delight,” “bring,” and “give ” i 
They all refer to Jehovah’s action, and not to ours. 

What is there in us to call forth, still less to merit, one or 
the other? 

What is there to call forth the notice, the esteem, or 


respect of a holy God? Why should He delight in sinful ~ 


worms of the earth—miserable, rebellious creatures? What 
is there in us? Everything that would cause Him to 
abhor us. 

God's delight in us is wholly in virtue of His covenant! 
It is to this that He always has ‘‘ respect.” And the covenant 
which He has made with us is in Christ, on resurrection 
ground. 

It is as having died and risen in Christ that the Father 
can delight in His people. 

He looked on Christ and said, ‘‘ This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased,” and He looks on each one 
who is in Christ, and says the same. 

Hence it is written in Psa. xvi. 2, “© my soul, thou 
hast said unto Jehovah, Thou art my Lord, my goodness 
extendeth not to Thee, but to the saints that are in the 
earth, and to the excellent, in whom iF all my delight.” 
These are the words of the great surety of the covenant 
speaking in this Resurrection Psalm on behalf of His 
people. 

This is our greatest encouragement in times of doubt and 
difficulty and depression. This has always been the en- 
couragement of God’s saints even under the old covenant. 

David, when suffering under chastisement for an open 
sin, is held on to this, like a ship to its anchor. ‘‘ He said 
to Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city: if Z 
shall find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, He will bring me 
again and show me both it and His habitation. But if He 
thus say, Z have no delight in thee: Behold, here I am, let ` 
Him do to me as seemeth Him good ” (2 Sam. xv. 25, 26). 

This is the language of faith in time of #&chastening, but 
it is the same in time of praise. In 2 Sam. xxii. 20, “ He 
brought me forth also into a large place; He delivered me 
because He delighted i in me’ 

Here is all our security. But to be a true encourage- 
ment, we must be certain of the grounds on which God’s 
delight in His people is based. It is in nothing in them- 
selves, but wholly in Himself. He delights in us simply 
because He has respect to His covenant in Christ: because 


He has redeemed us by His Son through “the blood of ` 


the covenant”: and because He has made it known to us 


r 


in regeneration by the Holy Spirit as the witness to the ` l 


covenant, 
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The Father delights in the people of His choice. ’ 
The Son delights in the fruits of the travail of His soùl, 
The Spirit delights in His own workmanship. 

It is the Father's delight to will to draw them to Himself. 
It is the Son’s delight. to do the will of God, and it is the 
Spirit’s delight to witness to that will in their heart’s 
experience. 

But there is more than delight in these words; there is 
determination. “Then He will bring us in.” There may 
be doubts and misgivings and fears, but we rest in this: 
“ He will bring us in.” The Giants of Distrust and 
Dismay and Despair may defy us, but “He will bring us 
in.” The walled cities of Ignorance, Indifference, and 
Infidelity miy withstand us, but in spite of all, “We wii? 
bring us in.” 

And why? Because our walk is correct? Because our 
life is worthy? No! but because—look at the words as 
written, in Psa. xliv. 3—‘‘ because Thou hadst a favour unto 
them.” That is the reason, and the only reason that God 
gives, and that precious faith thankfully confesses. 


No. Israel was carefully reminded that “ Not for thy ` 


righteousness, or for the uprightness of thy heart, dost thou 
go to possess their land... but that He may perform the 
word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers” (Read 
Deut. ix. 1-6). 

And so with His people now. It is because He loved 
and chose them in Christ, because Christ, “having loved 
His own, loved them unto the end” (John xiii. 1), that 
“ He will bring usin.” Yes, “in,” to eternal relationship 
with Himself, ‘‘in” to the blessedness of all the truth which 
He has revealed for them, and “in” to the possession and 
enjoyment of all spiritual blessings in Christ, treasured up 
in Christ for them. 

“He will bring us in.” 

Where? Into the possession and enjoyment of all that 
He has promised. For Israel, that was “the land.” For 
us, itis “all spiritual blessings in Christ.” Like that land 
to Israel, ours is a matter of Divine revelation (Gen. xii. 1). 

It is a possession that is na/tenad/e, for it is written, “The 
land shall not be sold for ever: for the land is Mine: for 
ye are strangers and sojourners with Me;” or, as in the 
margin, “the land shall not be sold zo be gutte cut off.” 
It often appears to be nearly cut off in our experience in 
times of doubt and difficulty. But we may be certain of 
this, that, however nearly it may seem to be “cut off,” it is 
never “quite.” “ Being confident of this very thing, that 
He which hath begun a good work in you, will perfect 
(é.e., finish) it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. i. 6). 

Like Israel’s inheritance, ours is one of covenant favour. 
Psa. Ixxxv. 1, “ Lord, Thou hast been favourable unto Thy 
land”! .Yes! and all that we have is by His favour or 
grace. We are protected by His favour (Psa. v. 32). We 
are exalted by His favour (Psa. Ixxxix. 7). We shall be 
victorious through His favour (Psa. xli. 11), and we shall 
be ' satisied with favour and full with the Blessing of the 
Lord” (Deut. xxxii. 2 3). 

Like Israels inheritance, ours is characterised by precious 
fruit (Lev, xxvi. 4), “ The land shall yield her increase, and 
the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.” Yes, “fruit,” 


eb ee a eo EE — oT 
not “fruits.” For “the fruit of the Spirit is love,’ joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, as faith, pesine 
temperance” (Gal. v. 22, 23). 

And all is the gift of God, for “He will give it “us,” 
Not sell it, but give it. We cannot earn it, work for’ it, 
or deserve it. No! God loves; and God gives. We believe ; 
and we have (John i iii 16). He gave His Son, He gives 
His Spirit; He gives a new nature ; He gives precious faith ; 
He gives all things (Rom. viii. 32). “ He that spared not His 
own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He 
not with Him also freely give us all things ?""* EP 

- This is why the Holy Spirit Himself is given, “that we 
might know the things that are freely given fo us of God" 
(1 Cor. ii. 12). 

All blessing flows forth from His “free, spontaneous, 
uninfluenced grace, enjoyed with Christ, and communicated 
to the hearts of: His poepie by the „power, of ihe Holy 
Ghost. 

He has proved that, He does delight in the wak of His 
own hands : therefore “ He will bring us in.” 

He has given grace: therefore He will give us the gory 
(Psa. lxxxiv.). 


THE. “SPIRIT'S VOICE TO ‘THE CHURCHES. 
L—THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. l 


First Paper: 
By THE Rev. Dr. BULLINGER. 


E come now to look at the epistles separately, as, 
W addressed to the Seven Churches by the Holy 
Spirit, and we must look at each in the light of the whole. 
Romans has been placed first as containing “thè first 
principles of Gospel teaching : and until we hgve mastered 
its lessons we can know nothing ‘as to our true Christian 
position ; and cannot go forward or learn anything else to 
our real advantage. All other truth which we may learn 
will be out of proportion and out of place if it is not 
subordinated to and dominated by the essential and funda- 
mental truths written in the Epistle to the Romans. “i 
The design and scope of the epistle is the first important 


-On the Epistle as a Whole, 


‘3 


‘point, because this governs everything in it, and gives | us 


the key to its right interpretation. 
Set forth in its briefest form, we may thus present 


THE EPISTLE AS A WHOLE: 


A | i. 1-6. The Gospel (revealed before, never r hidden), 
B | 7-15. EpistoJary (Salutation, &c.). 
C | a | i. 16-viii, 39. Doctrinal. 
b | ix-xi. Dispensational. 
Cj a | xii. 1-xv. 7. Practical. 
| ò | 8-13. Dispensational. 


B | xv. 14-xvi. 24, Epistolary (Salutations, ‘&c.), 
A | 25-27. The Mystery (hidden before, now revealed). 
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In this simple form we see at a glance the perfection of 
the design as well as the scope of the whole epistle. 

We are struck at the outset with what is set forth first of 
all. It is l l 
i “THE GOSPEL OF, COD,” 

which is the great subject of its revelation : 
Gospel. 

This is what meets our eye first, after the rejection of 
Christ, as recorded in the sad history written in the four 
Gospels (completing the Old Testament as well as com- 
mencing the New Testament); after the further rejection 
of Christ and of the Holy Spirit’s own testimony concerning 
Him, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. After all 
this we open the Epistle to the Romans, and the first thing 
which the Holy Spirit has to say to the churches is concern- 
ing “the Gospel of God.” The good news is that, in spite 
of all the sin and wickedness of man; of all the ungodliness, 
both of Jew and Gentile, God will deal with man in grace ; 
and how—notwithstanding man’s unrighteousness, God can 
be'just and yet the Justifier of the lost and ruined sinner 

. who believeth in Jesus. 

Does not this commend itself to our spiritual instinct as 
being perfect as to its order? What could be more appro- 
priate or more blessed ? 2 
` Then we have, at the end of the epistle, as put in contrast 
with this Gospel which was “ promised afore,” the Mystery 
which had been hidden and “ kept secret since the world 
began, but now is made manifest.” Romans goes on to 
explain the Gospel (from i. 16-viii. 39), while Ephesians 
takes up the mystery with which Romans ends. 

It will be noted also that the prominent feature of the 
epistle is the long doctrinal portion which forms one half 
of the whole, from i. 16 to viii. 39. All the other members 
are short by comparison. This tells us that doctrine is the 
most important point, and dominates the whole. 

The first six verses introducing the great subject of God’s 
Gospel are worthy of close attention. They are so terse 
and full of meaning that it is most difficult, if not impossible, 
to accurately give an exact and close translation. As nearly 
as possible the sense is : * l 

“Paul, a bond-seryant of Jesus Christ, by Divine 
calling an apostle (Acts ix. 4-16), separated (Acts 
xiii. 2) unto God’s Gospel, which He announced 
in former times through His Prophets in Holy 
Scripture, viz, concerning His Son, who was of 

. Dayid’s seed according to the flesh, and was 


i.e., God's 


powerfully: (this appears to be the force of év Suvdue,. 


taken adverbially) demonstrated to be God’s Son 
with respect to His holy spiritual dody (Psa. xvi.) 
by the fact of (or, as the result of) His resurrestion 
from the ‘dead (Psa. if. 7; Acts xiii. 33, and Heb. i. 5, 
iz, as to natural birth He was David’s son, but as to His 
resurrection body He was declared to be God’s Son), 
even Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we 
received apostolic grace (/i#., grace—yes, and apostolic 


*In this, aod in all subsequent translations, we propuso to give the exact 
translation iteelf in thick type, and running parenthetic, paraphrastic explanatory 
comments intermingled with it, but in different type, so as to keep it clear to the 
eye, and make i¢ clear to the mind. — 
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grace, too, for this is the force of the figure of Hendiadys 
here used), with a yiew to faith-ohedience’ amgng 
all the Gentiles (chap. xvi. 26; Eph iji. 9; 1 Tim. iii. 16), 
for His glory. Among whom ye are yourse es 
also—the called of Jesus Christ,” 

‘Before we ‘proceed further, let us pause and note that 
each separate member of the structure given above partakés 
of the perfection of the whole ; and down tg the smallest 
member each has its own special and peculiar structure, - 

For example, the two egisto/ary portions, -oné at the 
beginning and the other at the end of this epistle (i. T15 
and xv. 12-xvi. 24), though separated by so large a space, 
yet correspond to each other down to the minutest 
particular, . . 


THE TWO EPISTOLARY MEMBERS, COMPARED. 
B (i. 7-15) and B (xv. 14-xvi. 24). 


Bici. 7. Salutation. 
d | 8-10. Prayer and thanksgiving (his for ka. 
e | 10-13. His journey to them. 
f | 14,15. His ministry. 
B J | xv. 14-21. His ministry. 
e | 22-29. His journey to them. . 


@ | 30-33. Prayer (theirs for him). . 
c | xvi. 1-24. Salutations. 


Here notice how the smaller members correspond in all 
perfection with each other. It can be seen only by care-. 
fully reading and comparing the very words themselves ; i 
and the reader can do this equally well for himself: It 
would necessitate our transcribing large portions of the 
epistle were we to show this here. ~ 

If the epistolary part is thus perfectly constructed, we 
are sure that we shall find the great doctrinal portion no 
less perfect. 

Its great subject is the answer to the ancient question, 
“HOW SHOULD A MAN BE JUST WITH GOD?” (JOB IX. 2) 

And the answer is, that while God’s wrath js revealed 
against all ungodliness and unrightequsness of. men (i. 18), 
His righteousness also is revealed (i. 16, 17). 

It is important ta note that, in this great doctrinal 
division (a. i. 16—viii. 39), the expression, “a righteousness 
of God" (#e., divine righteousness, because it includes the 
death and resurrection of the believer. in. Christ), occurs 
eight times; while the word Aoyifopat (Jogigomai), variously 
translated imputed, reckoned, or counted, occurs twelve times, 
because it is in the perfection of sovereign government that 
God chooses to impute divine righteousness to the. sinner. 

These numbers (c¢ight and fwe/ve) agree with the fact 
that this divine rightequsness is perfected | and procured ‘by 
the. death and resurrection of Christ’ (eight being ‘the 
‘number of resurrection) ; ; and that it is sputed by God to 
the ungodly in His sovereign power (twelve being’ He 
number of governmental perfection). 

The righteousness of God has been procured and ralc 
and imputed to the sinner, and this is the believing sinners 
justification before Him. l 

It is the object: pf this great doctrinal division of the 
epistle to explain and set forth this foundation ‘truth. 
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It consists of two parts: the first ending with Rom. v. 11, 
and the second beginning with v. 12.* 


Expansion of “a ”—i. 16—viil. 39. 
Doctrine, 
a |D |i. 16—v. 11. SINS. The products of the old - 
nature—the fruits of the old tree. 
E | v. 12.—viii. 39. SIN. The old nature itself—the 


old tree itself. 

Simple as this appears to be, it is really the most 
important key to the whole teaching of the epistle. No 
commentary or exposition is worthy of the slightest attention, 
which does not mark this distinction and division which 
occurs between verses v. 11 and v. 12; and which is not 
governed by this fundamental division, which we have 
marked as D and E. 3 

Up to v. 11 (D) the great subject is SINS, as distinct 
from SIN ; że., the outcome of the workings and manifesta- 
tions of the old nature, as distinct from SIN, which is the 
old nature itself. This latter is treated of in v. 12—Vill. 39 
(E).. The distinction is most marked, and must be carefully 
noted and studied. 

Up to v. 11 (D) the fruits of the old tree are first dealt 
with, and we are shown the corrupt workings-out of the 
evil which is by nature in every man, and the principle on 
which God can justify sinners, Jew and Gentile: while 
from v. 12 (E) the old nature itself is dealt with, and we 
are told by precept and example what God has done with 
the old tree itself, and what we are to do with it, viz., to 
reckon it as having died with Christ. 

Up to v. 13 (D) we are viewed in our natural condition 
as “in the flesh.” From v. 12 (E) we are viewed in our 
new position as “ nof in the flesh,” but in Christ. 

Up to v. 11 (D) it is we who are “in the flesh.” 
v. 12 (E) it is the flesh that is in ws. 

Up to v. ır (D) we are viewed as dead in trespasses and 
sins ; while from v. 12 (E) we are viewed as having died 
together with Christ, and risen again in Him in newness of 
life. l 

The different conditions in D and E are zwo diferent 
planes. The only change is in our standing. There is no 
change of nature; only change of position or standing 
before God. The evil nature remains, but its power is 
limited, and bounds are set to it. It no longer reigns. It 
is no longer the master, and never again can be. The 
flesh does not become spirit, but our relations to it are 
changed. We were in it. “Weall had our conversation 
...in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the 
fesh and of the mind” (Eph. ii. 3). 'This is the plane, or 
condition treated of in D (i. 16—v. 11). But now, having 
died with Christ—on ‘the Cross—and having been (in the 
purpose of God) crucified with Him shere, we have also 
been “quickened together with Christ,” and now stand 
before God “in Christ,” and walk in newness of life. This 
is the subject of E (v. 12—viii. 39). 

These are the broad outlines of the great doctrinal portion 
of this epistle. We must fill them in ina more detailed 


From 


*J. N. Darby has well and curcfully distinguished these two portiuns with 
thur scparate subjecta. x 


, present day. - 


` manner as we proceed, but this is sufficient to enable us to 


see the great and broad foundation of church-teaching 
deeply and firmly and securely laid. 

This is the first letter of the new alphabet, which is to 
spell out such wondrous truths and bring to us a new 
revelation never before made known in its rich details to 
the sons of men as they are in this epistle. oe 

It is ignorance of this foundation truth,- which-is the 
parent: of most of the errors and false teaching of the 

The two natures are two great facts. Their workings 
and manifestations are seen and experienced by all. Those 
on the one (the lower) plane exhibit the workings of the 
flesh in its filthy or refined desires ; while those on the 
other (the new and higher) plane exhibit the workings of 
the new nature; and the awful conflict between it and 
the old zs made manifest. o 

Nothing can alter these facts. Nothing can eradicate 
the experiences produced by them. No system of theology 
can change or explain them. It is only when we have 
learned and understand the explanation which God has 
given us here in Rom. i. 16—viii. 39, and have thoroughly 
mastered His teaching concerning them, that we can have 
or know and enjoy ‘peace with God.” 

This is what we all crave. This is what we all seek. 
But only those find it who learn it in “ what the Spirit saith 
to the churches.” : Sata” 


wie We, ale xe l als aie nie alg ate als mis mle ale palat a! 
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We cannot hold ourselves responsible for every expression of the reupeutive 
speakers. Many things with which we may not wholly agree areinserted as being 
cither suggestive or worthy of consideration. . 


THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT UNDER 
THE OLD TESTAMENT DISPENSATION, 
By THE Rev. Canon Fausset, D.D. ` 


(At the Annual Conference of the Yorkshire Evangelical 
Union, York, June roth, 1898). 
HE subject may be viewed in three aspects :—(1) The 
Holy Spirits work in Mature ; (2) His work in 
» duspiration and Revelation; (3) His work upon 
the radividual soul.’ 7 . ea 
I. His work in Nature appears at the very openihg of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. . “ The Spirit of God moved 
on the face of the waters.” The Hebrew “ Rachaph” 
means the brooding of a bird over its young. The deep 
received from the Spirit the germs of all life; these the 
same Spirit successively developed. So also the Psalmist, 
“ By the word of Jehovah were the heavens made, and all 
the host of them by the breath (the Spirit) of His mouth” 
(Psa. xxxiii. 6). Augustine (De Gen. v. 22) truly says, 
“ As in the grain there were invisibly all the elements which 
subsequently developed into the tree, so when God created 
all things, the world had all the elements which were made 
in it and with it, and which the water and the earth pro- 
duced potentially and causally in the succession of times.” 


‘The true evolution is not a fortuitous concourse of atoms, 


but a creation with the view to the final causes and ends of 
the intelligent Creator and continual Upholder of all 
things (Gen. i. 2; Heb. i. 2, 3). 
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The Holy Spirits work next appears in the special 
creation of man. ‘Jehovah Elohim breathed into man’s 
nostrils the breath of lives, and man became a living 
soul” (Gen. ii. 7). No such impartation is recorded in 
the creation of brutes. ‘The Spirit of God hath made 
me,” saith: Job (xxxiii. 14), “and the breath of the 
Almighty hath given me life.” The distinction is marked 
in Eccles. iii. 31, Heb., “ The spirit of man that ascends, 
it belongeth to on high, but the spirit of the beast that 
descends, it belongs to below, even to the earth.” Natural 
selection cannot account for moral sense of duty, as 
opposed to utilitarian interest ; for instance, honesty even 
when it entails suffering ; justice and truth at the cost of 
even life itself. The Spirit’s breath alone could impart 
man’s moral pre-eminence, —conscious relation to God— 
sense of responsibility to Him—or capability of holiness. 

Observation confirms Genesis. ‘Man’s body (says the 
‘Duke of Argyle) unclothed, slow of foot, inferior in phy- 
sical power, smell, and sight, put him at immense disad- 
vantage in the struggle for life with brutes. Man must 
have had human proportions of mind, before he could 
afford to lose bestial proportions of body.” The Creative 
Spirit interposed to give this intellectual and moral power 
precisely at the point where science cannot explain the 
sudden leap from the highest brute to the lowest man. As 
the body is the seat of sense-consciousness—the soul the 
seat of self-consciousness—so the spirit is the seat of God- 
consciousness. As the Spirit breathed into man his 
Heaven-born life at the first creation, so the Lord Jesus 


breathed in the disciples at the new creation, saying, 
“ Receive ye the Holy Ghost ” (John xx. 22). 
God’s’ continual upholding of Nature by His Spirit 


appears in the imagery of the cherubim, the mystic chariot 
of His providence, described in Ezek. i. 21, ‘‘ The Spirit was 
in the wheels.” One and the same Spirit was in the 
Fourfold living creatures, as in the Fourfold wheels. The 
Spirit of God impenetrates His heavenly ministers, and by 
them rules and orders the complex workings, wheel within 
wheel, of His providence on earth (Ezek. i.). 

Crowning all, the Spirit in the coming new heaven and 
earth is to be the Renewer, as He was the Creator. 
‘Thou sendest forth Thy Spirit, they are created ; and Thou 
renewest the face of the earth” (Psa. civ. 30). The Spirit 
will be first “ poured on the house of David, and the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem,” and so they will“ look on Him whom 
they pierced and mourn” (Zech: xii. 10). Then “the 
Spirit shall be poured from on high and the wilderness 
shall be a fruitful field ” (Isa. xxxii. 15). Beginning, as 
ever, with Israel, God will pour His Spirit upon all flesh in 
the millennial age. When it shall end, in the purification 
of man’s earthly home by fire, the new heaven and earth, 
free from all former taint, will be the work of the Creative 
Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life (Rev. xxi. 1-4). 

If. The work of the Holy Spirit in Inspiration and 
Revelation. The Lambeth Conference Committee on 
“The Critical Study of Holy Scripture ” say, “ Keeping in 
view the example of Christ and His Apostles, we hold, 
that we should refuse to accept any conclusion which would 
withdraw any portion of the Bible from the category of 
God-inspired Scripture, profitable for doctrine, reproof, 
correction, and instruction in righteousness.” ‘Phe state- 
ment of Professor Ryle is very unsatisfactory, “that there 
is no reason to claim for the Bible accounts of the six days’- 
creation’ any difference’ in character, so far as scientific 
value is concerned, from similar stories current in 
Mesopotamia.” So the story of Eden and the fall, seem 
to him the product of Israel’s ‘‘childhood.” He forgets 


that when Abraham came from Mesopotamian Ur, he was ! 


living in a city whose literary remains we now possess, in- 
dicating not the childhood but the maturity of literary 
culture. Professor Ryle thinks that the Divine teaching 
was given to Israel- by means of the myth. St. Peter 
(2 Pet. i. 16) says the opposite, “We have not followed 
cunningly-devised myths.” Our Lord refers to the writings 
of Moses not as myths, but history. The records of 
Egypt, extant in the hieroglyphics, prove a high stage of 
civilization ; and Moses was “ learned in all the wisdom of 
Egypt.” If ever there was writing free from mythical fone, 
and implying on its face historical accuracy, it is that of 
the records of Moses. ~The Tel-Amarna correspondence 
of Pharaoh and his Viceroys in Palestine, in Babylonian 
script, proves the widespread use of writing in the fourteenth 
century before Christ. 

Every fresh discovery tends to prove the Historical 
truth of the Pentateuch. The prédominance of Elam over 
Babylon under Chedorlaomer (Gen. xiv. 1-5) was supposed 
to be mythical until inscriptions of 2000 B.C, confirmed 
Holy Writ. 

Moses uses Egyptian words, as ‘' Zeedah,” for the ark, 
such as were natural for him to use, if reared in Pharaoh’s 
palace. Joshua (i.°4) speaks of “all the land of -the 
Hittites” ; sceptics, thinking them a petty tribe, sneered at 
thjs as unhistorical; but the monuments of Egypt and 
Assyria now attest ‘the wide extent of the Hittite con- 
federacy. 

That Moses used Historic documents is implied in the 
“generations” (Zo/doth), i.e., genealogical histories men- 
tioned in the early chapters of Genesis. These were 
handed down from the first under Divine Inspiration, which 
discriminated the real from the mythical. Abraham and 
Moses are expressly termed “Prophets ” (Gen. XX, 75; 
Deut. xviii. 18). 

As such, Moses gave the genuine God- sanctioned . 
account of Creation, Eden, and the Flood, as distinguished 
from the Babylonian legends of the East, mixing fable 
with truth. ~ 

Our Lord sets His seal on Moses’ writings in respect to 
all three, as Historical truth (Gen. i. 27; ii. 24. Matt. 
xix. 4, 5; xxiv. 38). To assert fallibility in Him is to de- 
throne Him from His Deity. He infallibly asserts “ Had 
ye believed Moses, ye would have believed Me, for he 
wrote of Me ” (John v. 48). His reference to the burning 
bush endorses Exodus iii. 2 (Luke xx. 37)... On four points 
He endorses Leviticus as Moses’ work, the Law of the 
Leper (xiv. 3-10; Matt. viii. 4), the Shew-Bread (xxiv. 9 ; 
Matt. xii. 4), Circumcision (John vii. 23; Lev. xii. 3), and 
the death penalty to the curser of father or mother (Lev. 
xx. 9; Matt. xv. 4). Thrice He quotes Deuterononty as 
“the sword of the Spirit” to the discomfiture of the 
tempter (Matt. iv. 3-6). ` 

Lord Arthur Hervey truly remarked, “ Each Old Testa- 
ment Book presupposes those which precede it. Malachi 
presupposes the history of Elijah, and the Law of Moses. 
Zechariah presupposes the Babylonian captivity. Haggai 
presupposes God’s Covenant with Israel by Moses (ii. 11, 
12; Lev. x. 10, 11). Thus also David’s History looks 
back to Samuel; Samuel to the Judges; Judges (xi. 2 5) to 
Joshua (xxiv. 9); Joshua to the Pentateuch (Num, xxii. 5); 
Deuteronomy (xxili. 4, 5) to Numbers (xxii. 5, 6). Exodus, 
Leviticus, and’ Numbers presuppose Genesis as .to the 
twelve tribes, and Abraham, Isaac,’ Jacob, and Joseph. 
Thus each link from Malachi to Genesis testifies to all 
that precedes it for 1,500 years. The Books of Samuel 


‘and Kings attest their own composition by Prophets, s. ery 


men “moved by the Holy: Ghost” (1 Kings xi. 435 3 xiv. 
29; 1 Chron. xxix. 29; 2 Pet. i. 21), 
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So entirely were they so, and so untrue is the Rational- 
istic idea that the sense of their writings must be limited by 
their own knowledge and thoughts as uninspired men, that 
often they themselves did not know the deep and far- 
reaching truths wrapped . up in their own spirit-taught 
utterances; so they “searched what or what manner of 
time the Spirit of Christ in them did signify when He 
-testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow.” For it was “not unto themselves, but 
unto us, they did minister” (1 Pet. i. rr). 

Similarly David, the sweet Psalmist of Israel, testifies of 
the Psalms written by him, but relegated to recent ages by 
the critics, “ The Spirit of Jehovah spake by me, and His 
word was in my tongue’ (2 Sam. xxiii. 2). 
that, by Kuenen’s own confession, the critics have no data 
save what ordinary Bible Students possess. Had the books 
ascribed to Moses, originated in the later age, they would 
not have been accepted by the Samaritans, who still main- 
tain the Pentateuch, whilst rejecting all else. 

So far were the Prophets from originating its legal 
ceremonial and Tabernacle, as the critics say, that they on 
the contrary teach spiritual worship as above ritual sacrifice ; 
for instance, Hos. vi. 6, “I will have mercy, not sacrifice ; 
and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.” 
Truly we owe an inestimable debt to the Spirit of God, 
who in Old Testament times “spake unto. the fathers, in 
the prophets, in divers portions and in divers manners ” 
(Heb. i. 1). . 

IHI. The Holy Spirit’s work on the Individual soul, in 
the Old Testament. St. John expressly testifies that “ the 
Holy Ghost was not (yet given) because that Jesus was not 
yet glorified” (John vii. 39). In what sense was the Holy 
Ghost not given till our Lord’s Ascension and the Pente- 
cost that followed?’ First, the Holy Spirit could not testify 
of the Lord Jesus, and all the fulness of His grace uniting 
us to Him in His sacrificial death, resurrection, ascension, 
intercession, and future glorious manifestation with His 
saints, until the Saviour had come, suffered, and entered 
into His glory. ‘He shall receive of Mine and shall 
show it unto you” (John xvi. 14). The offices of the 
Holy Spirit under the Old Testament resémbled the pre- 
liminary droppings that precede the thunder shawer. “The 
testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy” (Rev. xix. 
10). That testimony could be only given in type and 
prophetical anticipation, until the Saviour had actually 
come. The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament dispensa- 
tion is represented rather as coming upon believers, than as 
the Person dwelling zz them, and abiding with them. 
Thus the Spirit of God came «pon Balaam (Num. xxiv. 2), 
and “pon, Gideon (Heb. : ‘clothed itself with Gideon”),. 
(Judges vi. 34) ; and Micah (iii. 8) could say, as an inspired 
prophet, “I am full of power by the Spirit of Jehovah.” 
Zechariah (iv. 6) too looked on to the only power which can 
rear the temple of God, ‘‘ Not by might, nor by power, but 
by My Spirit, saith Jehovah of hosts.” But His action 
was intermittent, going and coming | like Noah’s dove; but 
in the New Testament He dwells in the soul as the dove 
that descended and remained on Jesus at His baptism 
(John i. 32, 33 ; Isa. xi. 2). 

David prayed in Psalm li, “Take not Thy Holy 
Spirit from me.” The Holy Spirit for a time numbered 
Saul among the Prophets, but withdrew for his disobedience. 
David in his prayer deprecates a like punishment for his 
heinous: sin; but Jesus tells His disciples “the Holy 
Spirit abideth with you and shall be in you.” 

The Spirit came ufon the Prophets with a mighty 
influence; but He now fills the individual members, and 
the whole Christian body, with the Holy Spirit flowing forth 


Remember — 


from the Head, Christ Jensi so that the Church į is now 
termed “ the temple of the Holy Ghost.” a ee 

Truly it is written, “ Blessed are the eyes that see the 
things that ye see,‘ for I say unto you, Prophets and wise 
men have desired to see the things which ye see, and have - 
not seen them,” ` 

Let us all join in the two prayers, the only ones jn the 
whole Bible (and these occurring in the Old T estament) 
addressed directly to the Holy Spirit ; one for the uncon‘ 
verted, “Come from the four winds, o breath (Spirit), and 
breathe upon these slain that they may liye ” (Ezek, xxxvii-'9); 
and the other for believers, “ Awake, Q North wind}: and ` 
come, thou South ; blow upon my garden, ‘that’ the. spi A 
thereof may flow ‘out. "Let my beloved come into. | 
garden, and eat His pleasant fruits” (Song Sol. iv. 16) 
Let us value the Old Testament, as the inspired work of 
the Spirit of God from first to last. It was ‘the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures which made Timothy “ wise. unto Salva-, 
tion.” They are the Sacred Vestibule whereby we enter 
into the Holy of holies. They witness with ever-increasing 
distinctness of the Messiah to come, the Bruiser of. the 
Serpent’s head, from the Protevangel in Eden (Gen. iij. 15) 
down to the crowning prophecy of Malachi, .“ Behojd, the 
Lord shall suddenly come.” May ' our hearts ‘espond, 
Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 


WHAT THE CHURCH 1s. Nor. 


“ And Fair and Festival—frolics untold, ` 
Were held in the place of prayer, - 


And maidens bewitchin, 
With worldly graces fair, 
Invented the very cunningest tricks, 
Untrammelled by Gospel Laws, “~ 
To beguile and amuse and win from the world, 
Some help for the righteous cause.’ 
“ THE church is not a house of merchandise, a bureau of 
amusement or a social club, None of these things are nom- 
inated in her joint high commission, and her franchise does 
not contemplate in leadership the executjye ability of a 
railroad president for administration. 

4“ Individually, her members may earn money in any honest 
way, but corporately they have nothing to do with money 
but to receive freewill offerings as an act of worship, ‘and 
transmit them: to the proper objects. We are plainly 
taught by precept and example,. from the building ‘of the 
Tabernacle, from Genesis to Reyelation, that God approves 
only one method of raising money for His’ cause, and 
disapproves this amusement and merchandising industry.’ - 

“Christ twice purged the court of the temple of. merchan- 
dising. What would He now say and do if He were, to 
return and see the huckstering, junketing, vaudeville: gad 
flimflam of modern churches? st ES, , 

“ It is no function of the blood- -bought du tò entertain : 
or amuse anyone, either with legitimate drama, Bible scenes 
or the degrading vaudeville of the world.’ Christ ‘and His’ 
apostles never dreamed of © putting the Gospel: on’ stage 
exhibition, or of making its administration an Amyeegont 
for last men. 

“What -a contrast between’ these modern societies,: ‘so 
largely engaged in giving fairs, suppers and Popular’ toe 
tainments, and the apostolic churches, 

“ The less piety a church has, the more oysters, ice-cream, 
and fun it takes to run it and the faster’ it puns from- ‘God. 


ing 3s as sirens of ola, 
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The church is not to cultivate the social element, in the 
„realm of worldliness, and thus paralyze its spiritual life. 
These festal scenes of carnal revelry and ungodly ‘mirth, are 
the apostasy of-the primitive Agapz and of the Methodist 
love feast. This carnality and frivolity is a part of the last 
prophetic apostasy. “How degrading to the church and 
destructive of its saving influence | 

‘We need a new- crusade, not to rescue the Holy 
Sepulchre from the Turk, but to rescue the Holy Place 
from the’ caterer and the showman. Away with. this 
‘amusement heresy and cooking-stove apostasy!’ . Do not 
drag the.royal robes of the expectant Body of Christ through - 
.a defiling church kitchen. 

“The-early church ‘held the young" by spiritual forces 
alone, and in the face of flames and lions. The Puritan 
and all the reformed churches of Christendom held the 
young better than now, before they ever employed these 
meretricious attractions of the. world. Spiritual forces are 
the strongest of all. Christ said: ‘And I, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all men unto Me.’ "—Zxtract from an Installation 
Sermon delivered at Rochester, Mees by Rev. E. P. adi 


iiti =e ele ete Oe eu 
HISTORY | “OF THE CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST. 

1, Gidsen FROM ETERNITY - - 7 - Eph.i. 4 
2. CALLED - - - - Rom. vun 30; Heb. iii. 1. 
3. JUSTIFIED - - -> - Jer. xxxiii. 16; 
4. SANCTIFIED - - - - - r Cor. i. 2. 
5 ONENESS - - - - - Eph. i. 22, 23. 
6, PRESENTED FAULTLESS - - - - Heb. ii. 13. 
7. GLORIFIED" - . - 1 Pet. v. 10, 11. 

Christ Church Lodge, Bromtey, Kent. T. GEORGE. 
ESE 


|; Questions and Frewer, 


QUESTION No. 187. - 
Inge, Crockham Hill ‘* Will you kindly 1 let me know who Gog 
- and Magog are, in Ezek. xxxviii, and xxxix., and Rev. xx. 8?” 


. The revised translation should be referred to. There 
“ Beek, xxxix. reads, “Gog, prince of Rosh, Mosch, and 
Tobolsk.” This translation is confirmed by another wholly 
Jewish, There is a very old work on the subject, an extract 
` from which follows :— se 
“ But the first translators of the Hebrew Scriptures, the 
Septuagint, rendered this passage with a very notable and 
essential difference, viz., 
‘Tey apxovra ‘Pas, Mead Kat OoBed.’ 
The Hebrew word WNS (rosé or ros) used as an appella- 
' tive noun, signifies Aead, chief, or prince. But the ancient 
Jews were sensible that in this place it was not an appella- 
tive noun, but a proper name, and they therefore rendered 
cit by the proper name Rosh. 
"* “Tf wë next inquire what nations are signified by those 
three proper names, we shall find that this question also has 
been long. determined by the learned. The celebrated 
Bochart, about the year 1640, observed in his elaborate 
researches. into sacred geography that ‘Pòs (Rosh) is the 
most ancient form under which history makes mention of the 
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name of Russia, and be contended that the first two of those 
names properly denote the nations of Russia and Muscovy. 

“From Rhos and Mesech (that is the Rhossi and’ Moschi) 
of whom Ezekiel speaks, descended, the Russians and 
Muscovites, nations of the greatest celebrity in European 
Scythia. .We have, indeed, ample and positive testimony 
that the Russian nation was called ‘Pas os by the Greeks: 
‘The Rosh are a Scythian nation, bordering ` on’ the 
northern Taurus.’- This testimony is.given by Cedrenus, 
Fonarus, Leo - ‘Grammaticus, ‘Tzejzes. . „And their own his- 
torians thus report : ‘It is related that the: Russians 
whom the Greeks call Ros, Pòs, and sometimes Rosos 
(Pwoés) derived their name from os, a valiant man who 
delivered his nation from the yoke of their tyrants.. Thus we 
discern the modern names of Russia, Moscow, or Moskwa. z 

Of the third, Tubal he writes :—“ It is not difficult to 
recognize in this word a name which naturally | connects 
itself with the two former: The river Zobol gives name to 
the city Tobolium, the metropolis of the extensive region 
of Siberia, lying immediately eastward of the territaries of 
Moscovy or Mosc.” 

So it seems to be this: that in the two names we get 
the Capitals of what is now the vast nation called Russians 


—the one in the European part, the other in the Asiatic part, 


QUESTION No. 188. 

E. C., Blackhill. (1) “ Are the 42 months of Rev. xi. 2 the’ same 
period as the 1,260 days mentioned in the following verse? (2) Are 
they not one- “half of Daniel’s seventieth week? (3) Are the 
three and a half “days of, ver. 9 day-years? (4) Explain first 
clause of Gen. xv. 16,” oe h 


1. Yes. The perjad of, time is the same. 

2. This time # one-half of Daniel’s week. 

3. Why should they be years when the Word says, 
“ three days and a half?” Then it means three days and a 
half, no more and no less. + i 

4. The four generations would be Levi, Kohath, Amram 
and Moses. 


Question No. “189. 

J. H. C., Rotherham. As Paul states in Acts xxvi, 22 that be up to 
tbat moment had said <nothing but what the prophets and Moses 
did say should come,” it fojlows that the “ Chronology of the Acts 
and Epistles”.contained inthe Oxford Helps and followed by 
other writers, is erroneous, as it states that the Epistles to the 
Thessalonians and Corinthians (inzer alia) were written prior’ to 
“Paul’s defence before King Agrippa. *“ Can you | throw apy light 

upon this point ?”?: 


It is evident from the epistles themselves, ‘that those to: 
the Thessalonians, to ‘the Romans, and to theCorinthians 
were written before Paul’s last visit to Jerusalem (Rom. 
xv, 25, 1 Cor. xvi. 8, 1 Thess. iii. 5, compared with. 
Acts xviii. 5). But this fact is not at variance Salts Paul’ s 
statement to Agrippa in Acts xxvi. .22. 

The Jews accused Paul to the Roman governor; that he : 
was a pestilent fellow, a mover of sedition among’ ‘all jhe 
Jews—and that he had. gone about to profane the. temple 
(Acts xxiv. 5, 6). Before all who’ examined him, Paul 
proved himself innocent of all these charges. (chap..” xxiv, 
12,13; xxv. 8, and xxvi. 22-23). Before Agrippa Paul 
relates his conyersion and his apostolic commission and 
how he had fulfilled it in Damascus, at Jerusalem, in Judea, 
and to the Gentiles. ` -The true ground of their enmity was. 
that he had preached to the Gentiles (chap, x xxii; 23- 22): 
“Having therefore obtained help of God, T have- stood 
(foTpxa) unto this day. witpessing both to may aod ake 


i ` 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


68 -JHINGS TO COME. 


saying none other things than those things which the 
prophets and Moses did say should come” (xxvi. 22). 
Paul is speaking entirely of the gospel which he had 
preached to small and great, and.whether he stood in the 
synagogues, or on Mars-hill at Athens, or before the 
Roman governor, his testimony was only and always to the 
facts that the prophets and Moses had foretold ; -“ that 
Messiah should suffer, and that He should be the first to 
rise from the dead and should show light unto the people 
(Israel) and to the Gentiles.” Paul does not say that he 
had continued preaching unto that day, for he had been 
some time a prisoner; but that wherever he had stood he 
had but one subject, “Jesus and the resurrection,” and that 
was the subject of the prophets and Moses. His whole 
preaching was “according to the Scriptures ” (Rom. ‘i. 2; 
1 Cor. xv. 3, 4), the record of it ends at Acts xix. 20, for 
his discourse at Troas (Acts xx. 7) was to the disciples 
only. His epistles to the Romans and Corinthians were 
written after chap. xix. 20, yet in these there is nothing said 
about Jewish ordinances being abolished for the Jews who 
believed: on the contrary, circumcision is commended in 
Rom. ii. 25 and iii. 1-2 if they keep the law, and in 
r Cor. vii. 18 :—“ Is any man called being circumcised, let 
him not become uncircumcised.” Paul is innocent of the 
charges even if judged by these epistles. But he is speaking 
of his work in the gospel, not of his epistles, which were 
addressed only to those who had received his gospel. 

All Paul’s acts, and all his statements from chap. xvi. 3 to 
the end, chap. xxviii. 17, goto prove that so long as the 
gospel was addressed “to the Jew first,” so long as the 
kingdom of God was its subject there was nothing pro- 
claimed to give offence to the Jew, nor any change in the 
Jewish ritual; Paul himself was “ walking orderly and 
keeping the law ” (chap. xxi. 24). All remained according to 
the prophets and Moses until Christ was declared a priest 
after the order of Melchizedek in the epistle to the Hebrews. 

(See note in Things to Come, Dec., 1896, page 63, 
and answer 164, Dec., 1897. 


JEWISH SIGNS. 


The following appeared in the Daily Mail of Nov. 18, 
with the headlines as given :— $ 


AN EASTERN SURPRISE. 


IMPORTANT RESULT OF THE KAISER'S TOUR. 
SULTAN AND EMPEROR AGREED IN PALESTINE. 


BENEVOLENT SANCTION GIVEN TO THE ZIONIST 
! MOVEMENT. i 
“ Daily Mail” Spocial. 


One of the most important resulis, if not the most important, of 
the Kaiser's visit to Palestine, is the immense impetus it has given to 
Zionism, the movement for the return of the Jews to Palestine. The 
gain to this cause is the greater since it is immediate, but perhaps more 
rol lea still is the wide political influence which this Imperial action 
is likely to have. 

Tt has not been generally reported that when the Kaiser visited 


‘Jewish deputation in Palestine. 


“he fared. 


. Europe's statesmen. 


Constantinople, Dr. Herzl, the head of the Zionist movement, was 
there ; again when the Kaiser entered Jerusalem he found Dr. Herzl 
there. These were no mere. coincidences, but the visible signs of 
accomplished facts. i 

At the end of last month the Sultan gave his first official audience 
to a Zionist deputation headed by Dr. Herzl, who is no stranger to 
Abd-ul-Hamid. Almost at the same time the Kaiser, who was in 
Constantinople, also received Dr. Herzl, and promised to’ receive a 

What happened at these conferences with the Sultan and the 
Kaiser may be inferred by subsequent events. es. 

Dr. Herzl and his colleagues left for Palestine almost simul- 
taneously with Kaiser Wilhelm, and, in spite of the prohibition against 
the Jews in force at all ports of entry, they were allowed to land 
without any difficulty. When the Kaiser was on thè road from Jaffa 
to Jerusalem he stayed for a moment at 

THE JEWISH AGRICULTURAL. COLONY 
of Mikveh Israel. 

After describing the inspection of the colony, the 
report continyes :— me TA 


We thought the Imperial party would ride on, but the Emperor, 
wheeling round his white horse, approached the impassive figure of 
Dr. Herzl, who stood leaning against a plough, the symbol of our new 
life in Palestine. All eyes and ears were turned to the Emperor, who, 
tiding right up to Dr. Herzl, dropping his reins, extended both hands 
and shook Dr. Herzl’s hands with great warmth, and asked him how 
“ Thank you,” replied Dr. Herzl, in a voice that reached 
the ears of all. The horse grew impatient, but the Emperor seized: 
his rein with his left hand, and still continuing to’ i 

PRESS THE RIGHT HAND OF DR. HERZL, ‘ 


continued the conversation for some few minutes. No one heard wha 
passed after the first courtesies. 3 

On bis arrival in the Holy City the Kaiser received a Jewish 
deputation, headed by the aged rabbi, Jacob Elyasber, the Chacham 
Bashi, official head of the Jerusalem Jewish community. The Zionist 
deputation came later ‘on (November 2), headed by Dr. Herzl, and 
was introduced, not by Count Eulenberg, who was the Kaiser's master 
of ceremonies, but by Count von Bulow, Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

His Majesty accepted and examined an album of photographs 
taken of the various Jewish colonies in Palestine, and then made a 
statement, the importance of which is ny ae i 

NOT EASILY OVERESTIMATED, ; 

The exact words were that all such endeavours to improve the 
agriculturę in Palestine in the best interests of the Turkish Empire in 
full recognition of the Sultan’s sovereign rights, might be made in 
complete reliance upon the Kaiser’s benevolent inférest. 

When the circumstances attendant upon the delivery of this reply 
are taken into consideration and the aims of the Zionists are under- 
stood, it will be clearly seen that the Sultan accepts the petition of the 
Zionists, and that his august friend and ally is in full sympathy with it. 
Be it noted that the words of the Imperial reply summarise the actual 
official programme of the Zionist movement, sap Ey 

It is hardly necessary to urge the importance of these proceedings. 
The actions of the Sultan and the Kaiser are not dictated by sentiment, | 
but by statemanship. Further developments now depend upon the 
establishment of the Colonial Bank that will be the finaocial instru-: 
ment of the movement. The capital to be applied for is two millions, 
If and when that is secured the active work for the realisation of the 
whole programme will commence. Prima facie, the hardest part of 
the task stands accomplished. The raising of the money should not 
present grave difficulties, seeing that even’ before the prospectus is 
issued hundreds of thousands of the poorest Jews of the world have 
subscribed their mites, and these small sums amount to more than half 
a million pounds. ` . ` EAE fev i 

The Jewish question has long engaged the earnest attention ot 
Year by year it has become more acute. If Dr. 
Herzľ’s forthcoming efforts are as successful as the former ones the 
long-sought solution is found. k ee poe ad 


In the same issue the Daily Mail makes the following 
comments on the above news, under the heading of. 


ZIONISM IN POLITICS. 


Zionism has in this country, we fear, been usually the theme for 
chastened jocularity ; and any reference to the subject infallibly brings 
out Lord Rothschild’s encomium of the project, with his added request 
to be made Hebrew ambassador at Paris. The Zionist movement is 
no fanciful dream. SARMI 

But the project was some considerable way off ‘‘ materialisation,” as 
they say in America—until the Kaiser went to Constantinople. Then 
the Promised Land came in sight. The Kaiser evidently talked the 
matter over with the Sultan, and each talked it over with Dr. Herzl, 
with the result that the Kaiser, on his arrival in Palestine, announced 
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toa deputation of Zionists from Lurope his hearty adherence to the 
basis of. the Zionist programme. 

But the chief point of interest in the story, so far as we English 
Gentiles are concerned, lies less in the new fortunes of the scattered 
tribes than in the political meaning of the arrangement between Sultan 
and Kaiser. This arrangement is another proof of the friendly 
intimacy subsisting between the two Monarchs. It is a new factor in 
the international situation of which we should take serious note. 

For many years past the old rivalry for the control of Palestine 
has been getting more acute, and down to the present no solution has 
presented itself.. Zignism looks like being that solution. 

The development of: Palestine by the Jews can scarcely offend the 
susceptibilities of: the professors of any Faith, since the Holy 
Placeywould be as extra-territorial as the ambassadors’ houses in foreign 
lands. If trouble comes from this arrangement it will come from 
France and Russia; but seeing that “Russia cannot cope with her 
Jewish question, and that French and Russian interests will be 
benefited, rather than injured, we can scarcely believe that these 
Powers will disturb the peace of the*world in a matter where the world 
will be against them. 


POLITICAL SIGNS. 


“PEACE ON EARTH.” 

The remarks of Zhe Datly Chronicle (Nov. 2) on the 
Kaiser's visit to Jerusalem show us that “the children of 
this world are wiser than the children of light.” Especially 
when we compare these remarks with those of the quartette 
at Exeter Hall (viz., the Bishop of London, the Bishop of 
Hereford, Dr. Guinness Rogers, and Rev. F» B. Meyer). 
These four.met to exalt man’s peace without the presence 
of the Prince of Peace ; while the newspaper gives evidence 
of a far truer insight into these ‘‘signs of the times” :— 

“The Kaiser’s proclamation of ‘Peace on earth,’ from the place 
where the Author of that Evangel died a shameful death accords ill 
with the ratue of thousands of bammers driving home the rivets on the 
warehip of two great Christian nations. ‘ Peace on earth,’ indeed ; 
what it England and France were soon at war, and dragged into the 
conflict the chief members of the European hegemony? .. . 

“Certainly the Sultan is not likely to be too well pleased with the 
declarations of Apostolic faith which are hurtling from Jerusalem. No 
Evangelist bent on the reunion of Christendom—not even Mr. Hugh 
Price-Hughes—could do it all with more verve and aplomb. The 
Emperor has not been satisfied with doing something for the 
Protestants; he has got a concession of sacred ground from the Sultan, 
which he announces, in a telegram to the lope, is to be placed al the 


disposal of ‘my German Catholic subjects’—and the Pope has replied - 


expressing his deep satisfaction at the transfer of territory, One may 
smile at the character for brotherly love and resignation in suffering 
which the Emperor bestows upon his country, but once more this 
pegging out of claims for civilisation, ‘beginning at Jerusalem,’ is 
oaa to the good. The visit must be a decidedly nervous 
business for the Sultan... . 

“The climax of the German Emperor's pilgrimage was reached on 
Monday when, with the flags of Germany and. Turkey flying side by 
side on Mount Zion, the Kaiser took up the angelic chorus—‘ As 
nearly two thousand years ago, so there shall to-day ring out from 
Jerusalem the ery voicing the ardent bope of all: ‘' Peace on earth.”’ 
It is better than the message of the mailed fist, and, in spite of the 
incongruities which have marked and sometimes defaced this singular 
crusade, we hope the world will listen. The Kaiser is no doubt 
sincere enough in his debire for peace, and if it pleases him ta go to 
Jerusalem to say what the Tsar has said from St. Petersburg, that is, 
after all, his affair... .” i 

“THE UNIVERSAL STATE.” 

In The Westminster Review for October there was an 
article by Mr. G. W. Mansfeld on this subject. It isa 
sign which takes ‘its place with many others, all pointing to’ 
the same end, and bringing .the predicted future into the 
region of “ practical politics.” The writer 
“discusses the theories of Rousseau, Bluntschli, Ruskin, and others, 
concerning the State and its subjects. He remarks on the growth of 
the sense of rights against the State, so that in place of the old and 
pious sentiment, ‘the Lord will provide,’ we are more apt to say, 
‘the State will provide.’ National States are regarded by the writer 
as but stepping-stones to the Universal State, which is the ideal of 
human progress, This universal authorily is a possible, if not an 
inevitable, fact, of the future. It will conserve and promote the 
freedom of each national State, even as the national State conserves 
ind promotes by equal law the freedom of each individual.” 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 


CITIZEN SUNDAY. 

On October 30th, sermons were preached on various 
aspects of communal life.. From cathedral and abbey to 
the humblest suburban chapel, Man and his city was the one 
great theme.. From bishops to the humblest. ministers 
came the ong great theme., We allude to it, not because. 
we undervalue the duties of citizenship, but because we 
deprecate this degradation of the pulpit in turning from 
the preaching of God's grace to ruined sinners, to the pro- 


_clamation of man’s ability to make himself happy “without 


God.” l 

A bishop preached at St. Paul’s Cathedral on London’s 
Water Supply—not ‘‘ the water of life.” 

At Berkeley Chapel, W., “ The Burdens of Taxation ” was 
the theme—not the burden of sin. i pr 

Dr. Clifford preached on ‘The Rottenness of Civic 
Life ”—not on the source of it, the rottenness of the natural 
man. 

Dr. Monro Gibson discoursed on “Our Responsibility 
to the Poor.” i 

At St. James’s Hall “ An Ideal City ” was the subject, and 
Wesleyanism told us that “the formation of the London 
County Council was a great step forward in making London 
a City of God!” We hope the Council knows how to do 
this | : 

-Dy. Horton, at Hampstead, took up for his heavenly and 
spiritual theme’ “The Taxation of Ground Rents,” and 
‘©The Water Supply.” 

Page Hopps asked ‘Who is on the Lord’s side?” and 
made ‘‘an appeal to the people,” “to help Him create the 
world and uplift it,” and to “be on the side of sweetness 
and light... on the side of the Lord’s pure air and sweet 
streams and beautiful birds,” and, above all, he added, 
“ Believe in the solidarity of the human race.” 

A Unitarian told his people “how to make London a 
Christian (!) city” —without Christ, of course! At any 
rate, without the Christ of God, for he added, “Christ was 
the greatest Anarchist who ever lived”! His idea then 
really was; ‘‘How to make London an Anarchist city!” 
We can tell him. A few more “Citizen Sundays” will 
do it! 

At Highbury Quadrant the subject chosen was, “ Brother- 
hood and Humanity.” This is the solution of ‘London 
problems.” ts Ge . 

-At Union Chapel, Islington, the subject was, ‘The. 
Service of Man.” And that, in our judgment, sums up the 
whole matter. ‚Or, as another newspaper summed it up 
(though not with our meaning), ‘‘ Truly, this is religion !”. 


EPISCOPAL NEROS. 


It is a well-known fact, to Nero’s lasting shame and 
dishonour, that he “fiddled while Rome was burning.” 

But he was a Pagan, without God and without Christ. 

What is to be said of Bishops inthe present day? The 
blasphemous fable of the Mass is openly announced and 
celebrated. Idolatry openly practised, and’ many other 
things which are abomination in the sight of God, are 
openly proclaimed. ea 7 

What makes things worse is, that whereas they would be 
honest if they were the actions of Romanists, they become 
dishonest, and the actions of traitors of the deepest dye when 
done by men wha hold their appointments in virtue of having | 
solemnly signed a-.declaration disavowing them; and 
confessedly permitted, if not tolerated, by their Bishops, 
who have equally sworn to “banish and drive them away" ! 

And what makes it all worse still is the comparison we 
have to make between the Bishops and Nero. : 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


70 

Here we are in the midst of rampant anarchy in the 
church. ‘The most sacred doctrines are being impugned, 
opposed and defended. ‘Traitors are driving the church 
on to the rocks, and the wreckers are preparing, for their 
work—-while the Bishops (whose recent visitation charges 
witness to this state of things) stand by and calmly discuss 

(1) Whether the use of incense is unlawful or otherwise 
if used “ceremonially” or not. A Prebendary points out 
that“ the distinction is a very real one!” That is to say, 
if incense is swung by a thurifer, it is unlawful, but if stood 
ina corner of the-church by itself, to make a smell, it is 
lawful. : 

{z) Other bishops are stirred in their souls as to whether 
their clergy should wear hair on their face! The Bishop 
of Wakefield has asked his clergy “ to shave clean”; while 
a recent Archbishop (Dr. Tait) “once objected to hold a 
confirmation service in Marylebone on the ground that the 
vicar wore a beard!” 

We think that Nero comes out well in the comparison. 


“A NONCONFORMIST CRISIS.” 
Such is the theme of a letter in the S¢. James's Gasette 
(of Oct. 27), The writer asks 


“ What is the subject around which, in the Anglican Church, the 
central controversy rages? The Holy Eucharist. What is the situation 


of our Nonconformist friends in regard to this matter? On the 13th: 


of this month, the Afethodist Times, the organ pf Mr. Price-Hughes, 
devoted much attention to this portion of the Archbishop's charge, 
which it described as ‘a very timely and lucid discussion of the doctrine 
of the Holy Eucharist.’ $ g 

“The Afethodist Times holds that ‘in some way or other the actual 
reception of the elements is associated with our actual reception of the 
Body apd Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ ” 

“ It denounces the Zwing]ian doctrine, which is, that the 
Lord’s Supper is simply a commemorative rite, which vividly 
reminds us of what our Lord did for us two thousand years 
ago. 

“ Yet this doctrine, held by so many of his co-religionists, the organ 
of Mr. Price-LIughes denounces in no halting or hesitating manner. 
It speaks of it as ‘a cold and superficial view of the Holy Communion ;’ 
as ‘superficial and imperfect in the extreme, as destructive, in fact, of 
the very nature of a sacrament.’ ‘ We are sorry to say,’ continues the 
Afethodist Times, ‘that Wesleyan Methodists, and even Wesleyan 
Methodist ministers need to be warned against the deadly consequences 
of Zwinglianism,’ ‘It is only too certain, however, that the fatal 
Zwinglian view has widely prevailed among us.’ f . 

‘* Having in these terms denounced the doctrine which it rejects, the 


` Afethodist Times goes on to define that which it accepts, along witb 


some of the ‘deadly consequences’ which have accrued from ‘the fatal 
Zwinglian view.’ -. . . Our sacramental service is as defnile and 


pronounced as the Anglican service on which it is based and with 


which it entirely agrees. 

“ It was hardly to be expected that views such as these—even though 
they are those of the president of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference— 
would pass without challenge. Nor have they dune so. Writing a few 
days later, the British Weekly, another organ of Nonconformity, 
speaks of the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper as a subject to which not 
only Churchmen, but Nonconformists, ‘need to have their minds 
seriously recalled ’—-a duty it proposes to discharge shortly. But it is 
from the columns of the AZe‘Aodist Zi mes itself that the most vigorous 
opposition comes. Mr. Price-lTughes is told that this ‘new Sacramen- 
tarianism’ is ‘a bold intrusion of our own doctrine,’ an attempt ‘to 
ore the wind out of the sails of the Ritualists’ and by Satan to cast out 

atan. | i 

-“ The Archbishop of Canterbury (writes Professor Slater) in his 
recent charge, says: ‘ This sacrament conveys- to the receiver a special 
mysterious gift.’ You accept this statement and explain that this 
‘special mysterious gift’ is the ‘actual reception of the Body and Blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ’? . . . Your view is, as I understand it, 
that there can be no Sacrament without the elements—bread and wine— 
this supreme blessing of the Christian dispensation is dependent on the 
use ofa material symbol. “This conclusion, ] need not say, is that 
which the Romanist and the Ritualist would most cordially accept. 
So writes Professor Slater to the editor of the Methodist Times, He 
denounces all this as ‘Neo-Mysticism,’ with which be will have nothing 
todo. Mr. Price-Hughes retorts on the Professor that he is no better 
than a Quaker. ‘Professor Slater’s position,’ he says, ‘is that of a 
Quaker, not of a Methodist. What he calls ‘‘the new Sacramen- 
tarianism” and ‘*Neo-Mysticism” is simply old-fashioned Methodism.’” 


THINGS TO COME. 


If this is what an authorized teacher proclaims, no wonder 
that thousands of our people habitually neglect the Lord’s 
Table. . .. This is not the only question on which the 
most serious differences exist among Nonconformists. * But 
it is the gravest of them all. “It affects,” says’ Professor 
Slater, “the whole view of the Christian religion.” °°." 


A NEW ANGLICAN’ MISSAL ~ |. 
has been published. “About one-tenth is taken out of the 


“Book of Common Prayer, and the remaining. nine-tenths 


from the Sarum Missal, which, though ‘differing-from the 
Romish Missal’ in. a few unimportant yerba}-‘points, is 
actually worse in its doctrine, especially in. its Mariolatry. 
The publishers state that it has had a “ yery large sale” in 
spite of its high price (five guineas)! It is, therefore, - 
bought for use, and we are assured that the churches may 
be counted by hundreds where it is used. E E 


THE CLERGY AND THE LAW. 


t The controversy between Ritualists and Protestants in the Church. 
of England has now passed far beyond the brawling raids of “Mr, 
Kensit and his supporters, and no one will regret the comparative 
quiescence of tbat turbulent gentleman. It is now virtually admitted 
by the extreme Ritualists that their objects are to re-introdyce. into 
the Church of England the principal: usages of the Church of Rome, 
They habitually employ the word ‘Mass,’ while they so modify- the 
Communion service prescribed by the’ Prayer;book’ as to’make’ it not 
easily distingvishable from the Mass of the Roman Church.* They 
urge the importance of auricular confession to the priest, not as an 
occasional consolation in time of mental distress, but as a regular duty,’ 
They encourage their parishioners to pray to the Virgin Mary and to 
otber saints, and they advocate the use of the extreme unction and of 
prayers for the dead. England is a free rita and all these things 
are free for any man to do, even if he prefers. while doing them not to 
call himself a Roman Catholic. ` What is not permissible is that these 
things should be done by men who are still enjoying privileges and 


‘receiving emoluments as clergymen of a Church, which: was reformed. 


with the express gbject af uprooting these practices,’'—(Datly Graphic, 


Sept. 23). et, 3 . PAN 

_ “THE UNREST OF THE AGE.” E 
This was one of the subjects treated at the last Church- 
Congress, and among the many sad, signeof the apostasy 
one was given by the Rev.: Professor Gwatkin. He said, 
with the apparent approval of. the Congress, ' °° Mgt ag, 
“(There is a great deal yet to be done to root out the Mohammedan - 
conception of God, which Calvin took over (with some other unami-. 


able teachings) from the Latin Church. That idea of God as a despot: 
in heaven fosters despotism, lawlessness ; and superstitian’ on ‘earth, | 


‘and brutalizes government, society, and religion together. `: Now, - 


however, a noble doctrine shines.on us with a light which. neither the 
Fathers nor the Reformers ever fully caught; and in this is the answer 
to our questionings, and the cure for the hatreds of race and the hatreds 
of class which threaten to wreck the whole structure of civilization.” :’ 
In order to bring in the universal fatherhood of God, it: 
is not. necessary either to pervert history or. to ignore the 
word of God. Man’s hatred of the truth of God must be 
far gone indeed when he can assert that Calvin took over’ 
the precious doctrines of the free grace of: Gad’ from 
Mohammedanism. or Romanism, instead of from” the 
revelation of the will and eternal purpose of God as taught 
in the Epistles...‘ - mabe eae een 
: “CHURCH” NOTES... e 
The following items fall to-day under this heading :— °. 
At aconfereuce of Liberal clergymen held in Kensington yesterday the 
fear was expressed that the Church was lagging behind the fatelligent 
thought of the age, - i ; mw ea 
“The meeting was unanimous in affirming the Church's need of 
progressive’ religious opinion, and resolved ‘that ‘an. organisation 
should be formed to unite the body of churchmen who consider that, 
dogma is susceptible of reinterpretation and restatement in accardance 
with the clearer perception of truth altained-by discovery and research; , 
‘CA provisional committee to that end Was appointed.” = ‘0 is 
“The Rev. W. Carlile, of St. Mary-at-Hill, near the Monument, 
states that a fair number of cyclists have attended his Sunday morning 
service and partaken afterwards of the 3d. breakfast’ jn the rectory, 
The Bishop of Chichester, too, has been’ urging the-dedirabjlity of 


1 
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holding cyclists’ services and providing accommodation for their | Taking his text from Matt. iy: 33: “Whence should wee 
machines. This is in strong contrast to the Bishop of Oafurd’s recent | have so much bread in the wilderness as'to fll so great á 
tirade against Sunday cycling. ; multitude?” The Bish ke of Christ’s “ id "(h = 

“The Rev. D. Hale, of Christ Church, Clapham, is endeavouring to ga S: ISNOP Spore o risț s “ wonders i e, 
form @ theatrical guild in connection with the Church of England. preferred the word to miracles), and showed: that ‘the: 
Unlike the Church and Stage Guild, the proposed guild would wark | British Association president’s problem was on a much: 


in the provinces and deal with the spiritual side of life.” larger scale. Instead of one day, one year, namely, the 

j “ AS OTHERS SEE US.” year 1931: instead of 4,000 men, 800,000,000 of people; ` 
_ The Liberator says :— ` ; instead of a few small. loaves, 3,686,000,000 of bushels: - 
The indictment of the Church Association shows that most of the | The magnitude of the problem was beyond our imagination,:.: 
bishops have been raised to their present positions by Lord Salisbury ; “The method by. which the wonder-worker:of to-day :- 


e the while an overwhelming majority of Protestant Churchmen | was to obtain his thousands of millions of bushels’ was by: 
ve given him their votes. .They may grumble and threaten and burning the atmosphere ©.. ee AP eaa t 
bluster as they will, Lord Salisbury only laughs in his sleeve at such urang S OSPNETG $ eia ; Te Bee 
empty demonstrations. He knows well.enough that they do not mean - The wonders wrought by our Lord were, on the whole, 
business. This very Church Association, even now, simply proposes | prophecies and revelations of what man himself could’do .’ 
to organise a tand 7 bundred or mot bite electors in every by discovering the secrets. of nature.” a Baie shh, Se 
constituency Was there ever so small a pill for an earthquake? | > watt tll : : rover 
_ When Sir J. Kenoaway, Mr. Gedgg, Mr. Poller: Colonel N Mr. ' Perhaps we had better wait till man has made bread, hot | 
Radcliffe Cooke and Mr. Johnstone refuse to obey Tory Whips; | Out of durned sky, but has multiplied real bread grown out 
when Captain Cobham, and Canon Fleming, and Prebendary Webb- | of the earth. ` ee Na as ae 
Peploe, and Archdeacon Taylor oppose Tory candidates on the plat- | - One hardly knows whom to condemn more severely, the . 


- form—then, and ‘not till then, is the Cecil party likely to desist from § te altet anant TRikle’ . 
appointing ‘anti-Protestant bishops. The Evangelical party are very Spiritualist-Scientist, who cares not for the Bible, the 


sore just now. We sympathise with the great cause of which they are Bishop, who is paid to (at least) reverence it!" 


such sorry champions ; but they themselves merit but little sympathy.” THE LATEST MATERIALISTIC GOSPEL. 
THE RELIGIOUS CONDITION OF NORWAY. Mr. Grant Allen dedicates a huge volume of some four- 


The following letter explains itself, and will be read by hundred and fifty pages “to that small. section of the- 


many with a sad and solemn interest :— reading public which takes a living interest in religious 


“You will be somewhat surprised to get a letter from a person whom A ” : cont tet e ` 
“you never saw and never heard of, and from a strange country. —- questions. His object is “to trace out in rough outline - 
“High up in a lonely watchroom in a lighthouse, on the | the evolution of the idea of God from its earliest and crudest 


stormy N.W. coast of Norway, I am sitting as light-keeper watching | beginnings in the savage mind of primitive man to that highly | 
tha light Tasta Nr thirty hel en following the sea—twenty as | evolved and abstract form which it finally assumes in con- `` 
“Was T often came to your country, I learned to know, and heard | “porary philosophical and theological thinking”. His- 
many of your good spiritual men, such as Bishop Ryle, Dr. Saphir, | method of procedure is strictly in accordance. with the ` 
Spurgeon, the Bonars, and others, and bought their books. present tendency ‘of scientific thought on these subjects. 
“You will know that the principal Church here in Norway is a | Try to account for religion. without reyelation—for the 


State-Church with the - Lutheran confession. The teaching and : : : oe? 
- preaching by the State Clergymen is very sacramental; tbey hold existence of the idea of God ee from p ae ee ; 
strongly to the doctrines of baptismal regeneration and consub- | there is a God, that is the problem which a large school o 
stantiation and regard those Lutheram doctrines as par excellence the | modern thinkers have set themselves to'solve. 4 
truest and most scriptural in the whole of.Christendom. They pity But after ‘all man’s thoughts are not-God’s thoughts. 
the Reformed for not baving their (the Lutherans) high views on the | Man is not only a fallen „being, but a falling being. - And 


t + , q * 
glorious sacraments,’ and will not tolerate or listen to any arguments Pee rarer gaa i 
against it so that I almost believe that even if an angel from heaven | apart from the influence of Christianity in the -worlds he 


came'down and told them they were wrong, they would not believe | would sink more rapidly than he does. ' — A 
him- They ‘make use of very high and extravagant expressions The African races are not men rising gradually through 


about baptism. The baptismal water is called by one of the leadin A sot oats rn 

theologi ns, ‘a sea full of pure grace,’ ‘a true divine water Wherein the centuries :to See yan They are sinking prer and » 
God dwelleth with all His grace and truth'! ‘ Baptism saves us’ is. lower in degradation. Idolatry was not something into 
put with large golden letters on the baptismal fonts in the Churches, | which man gradually fell, it was a device of Satan through.. 
and there is hardly a teat they preach upon where they cannot get ina | Nimrod and Babylon, a satanic invention full-blown which . 


word. about the Church, the Ministry, or the Sacraments, And F : ; 

against- this tbere is no availing protest made by the Dissenters, and S: an pare fat actually gorrupted and, degra ded fro pe : 
not one from any of the theologians. We have no Bishop Ryle or | Satans high ideal, ania ete eh te 
other evangelicals apd have had no Gorham case. You cannot get in “And yet the world’s wise men would fain ‘have us 
a word in any of the religious papers against the Lutberan doctrine; it | believe that degradation-is where mankind began! and 

ste mare as if to write against the Pope in Roman Catholic | that he is gradually improying himself until. the cruellest ` 

e à : baer one X b lika ` 

i I spoke above about the Dissenters. We have not afew Methodists, | SUperstitions of the Jowest savages shall emerge 1n “the, 
and some Baptists, but few of them. Then we have a free Lutheran | white lily of a blameless life, which is the top and crown 
Church (Presbyterian) to which I belong, though I cannot agree in | of human endeavour!” This has -its root, we are told, in 
their sacramental teaching. which is just as bad as in the State-Church, | this ugly soil, and its explanation there. Mr. Herbert: 


They are so strict upon that, that thereis scarcely one of their preachers ae eer ‘ : 
(ho are aillaymen, not one theologian) who does not bold the doctrine | Spencer thinks, indeed, Mr. Grant Allen says, that he ‘* has 


of baptismal regeneration. This is surely very deplorable. And yet the | shown, that the idea of the God and the worship paid ta the 
‘preachers for the most past are truly converted, earnest, spiritual men, | God are directly derived from the idea of the ghost, and the ` 
pat it is only the want of true scriptural enlightenment They tke | offerings paid fo the ghost.” “But after all, this quthurst’of 

' Nj up m octrine a e : . + ge ge D e 7 

l Beterures like the Bereans of old. I was myself brought up strictly human wisdom, in the latest. materialistic gospel 1 only 
Lutheran, but, when I came to see‘ Bishop Ryle’s little tract offered as “a very inadequate preliminary statement. - Mr.. 

Regeneration,’ I soon saw that the Lutheran doctrine was unscriptural. | Grant Allen has been accumulating his materials for twenty 
And now, good sir, I hope you will not be angry with me for writing | years, and has been engaged in writing his book more than ` 

totbetncad and iow, you, will view it in the light of Christian | ten years. Yet this sketch of his conclusions is, he tells us, 

3 little more than provisional. - ; ee pau 

THE NEW CHRISTIAN EVIDENCE. We must confess our preference for something that is 
' At the British Association Meeting at Bristol, last | not “provisional,” something divinely certain, and that. is - 
\ September, Sir W. Crookes the president (a Spiritist)-| God’s judgment of mankind—“ professing. themselves to- 
furnished the materials for the Bishop of Bristol's sermon. | be wise, they became fools.”, ee Ae a e a 
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Y.M. C. A. : 
In the United States the Y.M.C.A. seems to be de- 
veloping in the wrong direction. Newspapers sent to us 
contain startling accounts of a State Convention in Towa. 
Headings such as these 
‘(FUN AND LOTS OF IT,” 
“ Y.M.C.A. Convention at Marshalltown is a corker,” show 
what the details must have been, and make us remark there 
are the “ young men,” but where is the “ Christian ” in the 
“Association”? After a day in which “the greatest 
enthusiasm imaginable was predominant, in the evening the 
Methodist Church was crowded to its utmost capacity to 
hear . . . the most brilliant speeches.” 


, SPIRITIST SIGNS. ; 


JOAN OF ARC. 

' Our readers will remember that in our October Number, 
we called attention to the action of Lying Spirits in the 
politics of the world. And we suggested that this was the 
explanation of all the phenomena connected with Joan of Arc. 

She believed all along that they were good spirits who 
communicated with her, and that they were really the 
spirits of those whom they personated. But we are glad to 
find that at the last she discovered that she had been 
deceived. She had been used as the tool to accomplish 
their purposes, but they failed her in the end. 

This is shown by the following extract from Vol. XI. of 
the “ Proceedings of Society for Psychical Research.” Page 
200. Article by Andrew Lang. 

“There is another informal document (written a week after her 
death), concerning an examination held on the day of her martyrdom, 
a document which the Grefiers refused to sign and which is unsigned 
{Procès i. p. 477). The testimony of this paper, such as it is, assures 
us that Teanne ceased to believe that her voices came froin saints and 
angels. They had promised release with great victory! She was 
being led tothe stake; therefore she had been deceived. But even 
now she maintained that the voices and visions were objective. 

“ In the letter of Henry VI. to the nobles, prelates, and towns of 
France, he (or rather Bedford) adopts this dubious confession : ‘Seeing 
her end approach, she plainly knew and confessed that the spirits 
which often-appeared to her, were evil and lying spirits; that their 
promise to deliver her was false ; and so she bore witness that by these 
spirits she had been mocked and deceived (/’rocts i. p. 493, Rouen, 
June 28th), On the scaffold, at last, she understood the nature of her 
victory, and called upon her familiar saints. Thus Jeanne, on the 
most dubious and most unfriendly evidence, never conceived that her 

‘voices’ were merely subjective and hallucinatory.’ 

“t Bad spirits or good,* THEY WERE SPIRITS.” 

Taking it for what it is worth (and though it is informal, 
M. Quicherat does not think it is forged), this posthumous 
testimony adds another important fact to our knowledge. . 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

J. P. L., Dublin.—The answer to your question as to 
the use of music in the worship of God will be found in a 
paper recently read before the Annual Conference of the 
Evangelical Protestant Union, which is to be published in 


a cheap form, separately, for a large distribution. If ready 
in time, it will be announced on the cover of this number. 
A. J. C., Coventry, writes :—‘' Many Christian men would 
be glad of a paper in which they could advertise for situa- 
tions. I know there are papers—so-called Christian—that 


insert advertisements of this kind, but, in my judgment, 


* Italics ours (Ed. Things to Come), 


. 


November 7th, 1598. 


THINGS TO COME. 


— aaa aaia e eaea aeae 


are not altogether reliable. - I do not know if I can make 
myself clear. Suppose I advertise ‘in a Christian paper, I 
pay somewhat dear for the privilege, but, after all, it comes 
to the same thing as advertising in the ordinary way. 'A 
great boon would be conferred upon godly men and women 
if such a paper as yours were. to insert a few seléct advertise- 
ments. You would have the character of these advertisers 
from—say—two or three sources, and then you could 
recommend, if necessary, the man or woman. I feel this 
would draw Christian employer and employee together in 
such a way that would do both good and glorify God. I. 
am a brickyard manager, and feel that I would rather work 


. for less money, so I could have a Christian employer. I 


am afraid I am not clear, and hope you will accept’ the 
suggestion in the spirit in which it is offered.” i 


REVIEWS. 


From Glory to Glory. By Dr. Thomas Neatby. Picker- 
ing & Inglis, 73 Bothwell Street, Glasgow, 1s. Excellent 
things are to be found here, and it would be well if Chris- 
tians laid hold of them. We will give one of two.: In 
speaking of the hope of the Lord’s coming, which some 
have ignorantly taught to be death, he says: “I never knew 
a man, unless it was- cne with a diseased mind, that found 
any hope in death at all.” Again, on the “ One Body as.an 
existing thing ” he wisely says, ‘‘ Let us never seek to make 
a ‘one body,’ Æt us recognize what God has made.” If this* 
had been understood and kept in mind, much of the history of 
past years would have been different, and the pretensions 
of those who claim to be the one body woyld have, been 


relegated to their appropriate pale. 
ANOTHER APPEAL FROM MR. NEWTH. 


The following letter from Mr. F. Newth is addressed to 
the editor, not with reference to those who` so ‘kindly 
responded to his former letter, but to others of our readers 
who may now be willing to follow the good example thus set : 


Dear Dr. BULLINGER.—It is now six months .since you kindly 
inserted my letter appealing to your readers ‘‘ thaCtwenty who are able 
of their abundance should join me in contributing £5 each” for the 
purpose of working capttal to relieve you of financial burden. 

The response to that appeal was prompt and generous ; though nol 
quite realizing the amount I suggested. 

This most probably’arose from a misconception ; „some supposing 
that that amount was mentioned as a limit. 

I feel now that this was unfortunate, and J should like to correct 
that idea—this month (December) is a very good time to do so. “.- 

It is'the month when balance-sbeets are made out—and help afforded 
to the Lord’s workers in various spheres. 

Therefore I would ask your readers that when arranging distributions 
for fields of Christian work, to put aside a portion and say, ‘ This is cal 
Things to’ Come,’ 

Whether the amount be small or of greater value, I shall be happy to 
be the receiver, and believe in this way the forty pounds to make the 
hundred will be made up. 

It is to be clearly understood that this appeal is not directed to 
those who have already so kindly responded.” ; 
Yours sincerely, 

F. NEWTH, 
Oakleigh, Grove Road, 
Sutton, S 


P.S.—I have much pleasure in stating that I received 
the following sums : June 4th, r W. F, £5; S. F; Aa 
Col. McG., He $i W. B, June 8th, r . 
£2 109%; OP os Major W. ) £2 10s.; F. Ny LS. 
June 11th, D. S., M. V., £5. June cat G.S. W. 
£1. June 14th, i. ’S. H., £2 as. June 15th, H. £., 
£s. June 22nd, Anon., Edin., £5. July 4th, J. H. C. 
£2 2s. July 13th, Mrs. M., 45. Making in al, 

F. N. 


£62 4s. 
` ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.. | ` 
A Protestant Dissenter (for Heb. New Tests.), 2s, 
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THE CHRISTIAN’S “ STATE. - 


wW" have said something in our recent issues as to the 
‘“ standing” of ‘the Christian “in Christ:” it may 
be well now to say something about what has been well- 
called his “srate.” 
He has security, completeness, and perfection in Christ : 
this is his standing. But he has imperfection, infirmities, 


this'is his state. 
It is beautifully expressed in the words of Psa. cxix. 176: 
“ I have gone astray like a lost sheep: 
Seek thy servant ; 
For I have not forgotten Thy commandments.” 

These are the words of an Old Testament saint, but they 
truly express the experience of those who are “in Christ,” 
the Divine Nature.” 

-Romans vii. describes the conflict of the Law, first with 
the old and then with the new man, and it is the latter ex- 
perience with which these words accord. 

They describe the believer, not as he ought to be or 
would desire to be, but as he is: and this, iń spite of all 
his theories to explain it, or his artifices to evade it. 

They describe a picture of real life and represent a child 


: of God just as He is in Himself, and also as what grace 
_ has made him: wretched, and poor, and blind, and un- ` 


‘worthy in himself, and yet dear to God, beloved of the 
Father, yea, loved with an everlasting love. 

THE CONFESSION 
“I have gone 


He blames no one; but the Divine light shed abroad 
within him reveals to him his condition. Without that 
light he would neither see it or know it. That light makes 


‘ manifest the pride, the vanity, the self-conceit, and the 


self-seeking of the old nature, where once we saw it not, 
and where others do not see it in us even now. 

The Hebrew word “gone astray” means a turning of 
the foot or the heart, or both out of the way. 

It includes the act and the habitual tendency. ‘I have 
„ gone astray” in spite of the grace that found me. I 


f " should have gone astray much more but for the grace 


which prevented me. This is my tendency ; ‘this is my 
nature. I confess it : 
“ Almighty and most merciful Father, we have Sed 
and strayed from Thy ways like lost sheep ; 
“We have followed the devices and desires of our 
_.. own hearts; 
“We have left undone those things which we ought to 


have done; 


‘We have done those things which we ought nor to 
have done; 
“ And there is po health in us.” y 
Think of it! “NO HEALTH IN üs e What a 
solemn fact. How blessed to know and discover that in. 
us, “in ourselves, there is “NO GOOD THING” (Rom. 
vii. 18). 
This is the only ground we can have for our assurance ` 
before God. For if we are sure that there is ‘no good 


thing ” in us by nature, then if we do find a good thing in 

us, we are certain that it must be of grace. Sora 
Hence the blessedness of this confession. Oh that 

we realized it in all its truth and in all its power. Realized 


that there is not one moment when, if not in Christ, we are 
indeed lost, and lost for ever ! 

It is this realization of ‘our condition by" nature, and of 
our possession of a new nature, that calls for thjs confession 
and produces this. l 

THE PRAYER, 

“Seek thy servant.” This prayer implies ‘such a sense 
of his weakness that he cannot even find a way to peturn , 
except for God’s seeking and finding grace.’ It implies a 
knowledge of the fact that the Father has provided an. 
advocate with Himself for His sinful children. “J have 
prayed for thee” are His gracious words. And for what 
does He pray? that His child may not fall ? “No, but that 
his faith may not fail. That prayer prevailed for Peter, 
and it will prevail for every child of God: This fact. is so 
precious that some day we shall thank God for that truth, 
as if there were no other ! 

There is not a moment, now, when the most highly 
favoured saint does not need this prayer, “Seek thy ser- 
vant, and the assurance ; ” «Ihave prayed for thee,” 

THE PLEA 5 

dows the possession of grace received. “For I do not 
forget Thy Word.” “If-man had written these words he 
would have said, “Seek thy servant, for I ave forgotten 
thy words.” But no! the very opposite is the reason. If 
he Aad forgotten, he would never have prayed, “Seek me."’. 
Tt is the fact that he had wok forgotten that made him crys 
“Seek thy servant.” . ° - 

And why have I not forgotten? How is ie I forget 
many things ; ; why not forget this ? 

Ah! it is because I am Christ's sheep, though I have 
gone astray, With all my wanderings, and sins, and 
frailties, and infirmities “J have not forgotten Thy Word.” 
This is how I know that I have gone astray. 'I'bis i is how 
I know J] am in error. This is how I know “L have. 
sinned.” This is why I love Thee, and love Thy Word, 
and Thy commandments, and Thy Will. This is why’ I 
desire to be sought. This is why I long never eau 4o 
depart from Thee. 

Though I have wandered from Thy ways and left Thy 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


74 THINGS TO COME. 


JAN. - 


precepts yet “I have not forgotten Thy Word.” I do not 
forget it. It is sweet to me—precious to me. 
and love to have them written in my heart. 
All this experience is the evidence of God’s work within 
us. These words are the breathings of the new nature 


which He has implanted. 

True, it may be but as a spark. But this spark is 
Divine in its origin, and all the powers of hell cannot ex- 
tinguish it. Itis the new nature. It is the inner man. It 
is the mind of the spirit (¢.¢., the spiritual mind). It is the 
beginning of heaven itself ! 

Closely connected with these three: the CONFESSION, the 
PRAYER, and the PLEA two facts stand out, the frst is the 
weakness of the child of God in himself; and the second is 
the faithfulness of Jehovah. 

As:to the first of these two facts nothing is more foolish 
than a wandering sheep ; and in ourselves we are weakness 
itself, and foolishness itself. We have within us all the 
elements of our own destruction, but for the possession of 
a mighty controlling, holding, keeping power ever present 
within us in that new and Divine nature of which we have 
been made “partakers” (i.e. part-takers),. Though we 
know our weakness, and though we know our security, yet 
the true expression of our weakness is ‘ Hold Thou me 
up,” “ Keep back thy servant.” 

Then the faithfulness of the Great Shepherd is shown in 
the plea, “I have not forgotten.” ‘This, in New Testa- 
ment language, is, “If any man sin we have an Advocate 
with the Father.” Relationship is not broken by that sin. 
He is still our “ Father,” and His love is such that He has 
provided this “ Advocate "—" Jesus Christ the Righteous.” 

The Confession is, ‘I have gone astray,” but Thou 
art still my Father.” í 

The Prayer is, “Seek thy servant,” (for “we have an 
Advocate with the Father.’’) 

The Pkea is, "I have not forgotten,” because we can 
hear His voice, saying, “I have prayed for thee.” — 

Though I have gone astray, Iam Thine. Though I have 
turned aside, I am Thine. Once I was a slave of Satan, 
under bondage to the dominion of my old nature, but now 
as “the gift of God” I have a new Master in my new 
nature. Once I was religious, and “did many things ” in 
“the oldness of the letter,” but now I am a Christian, and 
I serve in newness of spirit, and from an entirely different 
motive. My: service once sprang from duty, but now it 
springs from dove. Once I was lost, but I have been 
found, and now I'am Thy son, Thy child. 

And thus sought and found the “sheep” ever returns 
‘to the Shepherd ” (2 Pet. ii. 22), while the “sow,” how: 
‘ever. well-washed, returns ‘to her wallowing in the mire” 
(1 Pet. ii. 25). 

Both refurn, but they return according to their nature. 

Oh that we may know which we are, and whose we are, 
by the ever-present promptings, of the new spirit created 
within us; and by our instinctive and spontaneous 
“return?” 

Oh that all His under-shepherds may find all their joy in 
seeking out Christ’s sheep, instead of washing sows. The 
one is the work of a shepherd, the other of a “‘hireling.” 


I love them = 


The one is work for eternity, but the other only for time: 
and often for a very little time too. For there is all the 
difference between a “sow” and a “sheep;" and all the 
difference between being “ white-washed ” by religion, and 
being “washed white” through the blood of the Lamb. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 
(2) CHap. i. 16-v. 11. 


By Dr. BULLINGER. 


H AVING seen the division of the great doctrinal pon 
(i. r6-viii. 39) into two parts: “SINS” (i. 1 

v. 11) and “SIN” (v. r2-viii. 39); let us now, flesk at hee 

two parts separately. 

It will not be necessary for us to examine in such detail 
the other Epistles, or’ even the remaining portion of this 
Epistle. But, as this is the foundation of the whole-—the 
basis on which all other truth depends, the subjective 
foundation on which the Mystery rests, we cannot be too 
careful in learning its lessons. And, moreover, as depar- 
ture from this teaching, or failure to learn it, is the source 
of all error as to the standing and walk of the Christian, 
no subject can be fraught with such importance as this. ` 

Coming, then, to the first of these two divisions which 
has been denoted by the letter D, we now give its structure: 
for it is impossible to get at. the true interpretation without 
first seeing the scope ; and it is almost impossible to get the 
true scope without first seeing the s/ræcture, We must, 
therefore, ask our readers for their. close and patient 


“attention. $ 


The structure of D is in the form of Zpanodos: in which 
the frst member (g) corresponds with the fourth (g);. 
and the second (h), with the ‘Aird (4), as follows :— . 


Expansion oF D. Rom. i. 16-v. 11, .“ SINS.” 
`» z 
The old nature: and the fruits of the old tree. 


Dj g | i. 16, 17. The power of God-and the Righteousness 
of God, declared in the Gospel of God, , revealing a 
righteousness from God. 

h i . 18. The wrath of God revealed against all, 
ungodliness and unrighteousness, 
A |i. rg-iii. 20. The wrath of God described and 
set forth. i “ 
g| iii. 21-v. 11. The power of God and the Right- 


eousness of God described and ‘set forth, imputing 
a righteousness from God on faith- principle., $ ' 


In this division, marked D (i. 16-v. 11), we get the 
Jruits of the old nature set forth and dealt with both in 
Gentile and Jew ; and we are shown and instructed how, in 
spite of all, God can justify the ungodly and give a Divine 
righteousness to the unrighteous. And, further, how His 
wrath is revealed agajnst all who have not. His righteousness 
but are trusting in their own. 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


JAN. 


In this first division, we have the foundation of justifica- 
tion securely laid. It is mainly odjective: showing what 
Christ is, as for us, as dying for the ungodly, and provjding 
a Divine righteousness as our alone s/anding before God. 

While the second division, marked E (v. 12-vili. 39), is 
mainly subjective : showing what Christ is # ws, and our 
state as to ourselves, we having died with Christ and risen 
again in Him ; possessing in consequence a new nature, in 
the power’ of which-those who are thus justified can walk 
‘in newness of life.” This is the foundation which must 
be laid before the Mystery can be revealed by God or 
understood by us. That is to say, the Gospel of the Grace 
of God is the subjective foundation of the Mystery. ` 
. It is scarcely necessary for us to expand with further 
minuteness all the various members in the above structure. 

In “g,” the great thesis as to the Righteousness of God 
is stated in two verses (i. 16, 17): and in “h,” “the wrath 
of God” is as clearly declared in one verse (i. 18). Then, 
in“k” and “g,” these are explained and described in 
detail; but in inverse order, and at greater length. Thus: 


EXPANSION OF A'S (i. 1g-iii. 20). 
The wrath of God against the ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of man described and set forth. 
i | i, rọ-ii. 1. Man’s "ungodliness ” stated. 
j | ii. 4-11. God's wrath revealed. 
ii, rz-iii. 20. Man’s ‘unrighteousness ” 
set forth. 

The member “i” (i. 19-ii. 1) is a most marvellous and 
complicated structure, corresponding to the depths and 
intricacies’ of man’s ungodliness. We must not impede the 
great argument by giving it here, but relegate it to a note.* 

It is the member “g” which now claims our attention. 
It is in inverse order to “4,” as implied by the Epanodos 
of D. 


proved and 


EXPANSION OF “g” (iii, 21-V. 11) 
The power of God, and the Righteousness uf God revealed. 


glr | iii. 21-31. God's righteousness revealed in grace, as 
to its source, from Himself. Odyective. 

s | iv. 1-25. The justifying of the sinner. 
proved, and exemplified. ; 
v. 11. God's salvation revealed in power, as to its 
effects inus.. Subjective, ' 


Stated, 


* EXPANSION OF “i” (i. 19-ii. 1). 


Man's ungodliness stated. 


k | i. 19, 20. God’s power known. Ungodliness, therefore, without 
excuse. 
| nj|2r The glory of God rejected, 
o | -21. Consequent mental corruption. 
| m | p | 22, 23. God’s glory degraded. 
| q | 24. Consequent degradation of body : and 
abandonment by God. 
m jp | 25. God’s truth degraded. 
| g | 26, 27. Consequent degradation of bodily 
passions ; and abandonment by God, 
ljn |28- The Anowledge of God rejected. 
o | -28-31. Consequent mental corruption. 
Ungodliness therefore 


| 
1 ee 
\a[ 32, ii 1. 

inexcusable. 


God’s judgment known. 
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Here, then, we have, at last, the great revelation of the 
Gospel of God. It is the member corresponding to “g” 
and the full detailed explanation of i. 16, 17.* 

Now, we are in a position to receive this revelation from 
God by the Holy Spirit. Here is the full statement :— 


TRANSLATION OF “r” (iii. 21-31). 
- God's righteousness revealed in grace as to its source, from 
, Himself. Objective. 


u “But, now, apart from law ” (ie without the deeds 
of the law (iii. 20) ; relating to man’s side of the question 
(iv. 2; xi 6. Gal. ii. 16; iii, 10, 11, R.V.), not to God's 
side) God’s righteousness stands manifested, being 
borne witness to by the Law (Gen. xv. 6, etc., for 
Genesis forms part of “the Law”), and the i age 
(Hab. ii. 4)—even a righteousness of God (ie, 
Divine righteousness), which is through faith in Tenas 
Christ (4, of Jesus Christ. Gen., of reference, ¥en with 
reference to or concerning Him, chap. i.'3 ; Mark xi. 22; 
Acis. iii. 16; Gal. ii. 16, 20; Eph. iii, 12; Phil. iii. 9) 
toward allt those who believe: for: there is 
no differenca! for all sinned (or, sinned once), 
and do come short of the glory of God; being 
justified (or finding their justification) without a cause 
(Swpedv, dbrean, see John xv. 25: “they hated me without a 
cause”) by His grace through the redemption (deliverance 
by ransom), which is by Christ Jesus: whom God did 
fore-ordain (i.¢., purposed and set forth) to be & propi- 
tiation (ie, a mercy-seat or propiatiory. iNartýpiov, 
hilasteerion, occursonly here and Heb. ix. 5. It means the 
place or vehicle of propitiation) through faith in His blood, 
for the display (Że, or exhibition) of His right- 
eousness (Sixaioort'vn, dikaiosunce). THe death of Christ 
demonstrates it by the fact that sin cannot be passed over, 
for “ He will by no means clear the guilty,” Ex. xxxiv. 7), 
because of the putting aside (dperrs, paresis, a putting 
aside: not dperrs, aphesis, a putting away). Hence, the 
temporary suspension of’ punishment which may be inflicted 
at some future time. Here, inflicted at the cross ; and thus 
exhibiting God's righteousness in visiting it on Christ) of the 
sins done aforetime (‘.¢., before this revelation of God’s 
righteousness) through the forbearance of God: for a dis- 
play, I say, of His righteousness at this present season 
that He Himself might be just (or, shown to be just, in 
not clearing Christ when He took our sins upon Himself) 
and also (če, and therefore) a justifier of him that 
believeth (èx rivrews, ek pisteds, i.e., putting away the sins 


e Tuge Expansion OF “g” (i. 16, 17). 


| ‘The power of God, and the Righteousness A God declared in the Gospel 


of God, 
git | 16. Salvation by faith through God’s power in procuring right- 
eousness. 
17- A Divine righteousness revealed hy God êk TirTEws 
(ek pisteos) on faith-principle, as regards Himself. 
u ) -177 A Divine righteousness revealed by God els mlotey 
(er's pistin) unto faith, exercised in us. 
t | -17. Salvation by faith through God's power in imputing right- 


u 


eousness. 


t Some ancient authorities add the words ‘‘and upon all,” but 
they are omitted by Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, and R.V. 
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of him who takes his stand on faith- principle, apart from 
“ works of the Law,” to which éx ricrews is always opposed) 
in Jesus (the Saviour),” 

Here, at the outset, in this grand definition of God's 
righteousness, is set forth the great fact that it is the blood 
of Christ and not the life of Christ ; the death of Christ 
and not the incarnation of Christ; with which we, as sinners, 
must begin; and which constitutes the manifested or 
revealed righteousness of God. The reckoning is ‘not 
between Christ and us, but between Christ and God. 
This is why it is called ‘ God’s righteousness” and not 
Christ’s. “Hence, it is said that God raised Him from the 
dead: for “it is God that justifiethy’ @viii. 33). 

Having thus laid this foundation, God can now erect 
upon it all His purposes according'to His own will. 

But Christ’s death has another aspect with reference to 
us. It was the penalty (or wages) of sin. Hence, it 
was the triumph of sin and death and the Law over Christ. 
It is here, therefore, that we come in: and it is here, in 
this connection, that’ Christ is set forth as the tAagrjpiov 
(Ailasteerion) or mercy-seat. Now, the mercy-seat was the 
propiatory-lid or covering of the Ark of the Covenant 
on and before which the blood was sprinkled seven times by 
the High Priest (Lev. xvi.). This is the place on which God 
stands in the act of justifying the ungodly. 

And this is the word which the Holy Spirit chooses in 
order to explain the matter to us and to illustrate it. He 
begins here, with sins, and propitiation through the death 
and blood-shedding of Christ: and then, in chap. iv., He 
shows how works have no place in this justifying, for 
Abraham was a Gentile sinner (Josh. xxiv. 2), and “un- 
godly ” when he was justified ; and David describes “the 
blessedness of the man whose sins are “covered” (ie. 
atoned for). This covering embraces the two-fold fact that 
God’s righteous-requirement had been satisfied, and His 

` righteousness imputed tothe sinner. Christ was “ delivered 

[o death] for our offences (é.¢., on account of them), and 
was raised from the dead for our justifying”: fe., for His 
justifying of us, that God might be just even whilst He 
justifies. The word here. is Sixatwors (dikaiðsis) quite 
different from the other words employed. The Greek 
termination ‘‘-sis” answers to our English “-ing,” and this 
word is used only of God’s activity in justifying us. It 
occurs only here and v. 18, where “justification of life” 
means a life-long justifying. * 

This section concludes with ‘‘7”’ (v. 1-11), setting forth 
the subjective effects of God's salvation in us, in all its 
blessed and wondrous results. We will give the first few 
verses, because these set forth the truth afterwards more 
fully developed and expanded in chap. viii. 


EXPANSION OF “z” (v. 1-11). 


God's salvatian revealed in power, as to its effects în us. 
Subjective. 


“Having been justified, (or, on Beng justified then) 
therefore, by faith (s.¢., on the principle of faith as opposed 


* Sœ our next chapter for complete lists of these two words with their 
definitions. 


owe hope | to enter). 


to the works of the law) we have* (nct get, or obtain but 
possess, peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by whom we have obtained-and possess (aor: and perf, 
in one) access (or, introduction) also (this is a link with 
Eph. ii, 18 and iii. 12) by faith, into this grace in 
which we stand (fast and ins and we. rejoice (or 
boast. The ake xavynots, kaucheesis, is boasting which 
is “excluded, " iii, 27, because based on human’ merit; 
while the Christian kaucheesis is not excluded, because it 
rests on the grace of God and the Word’ of: God) in. 
hope of the glory of God (że, of God's presence which 
And not ‘only 80, but we rejoice 
also in our tribulations, knowing that tribulation 
worketh patience ; (endurance in holding out under trials), 
and patience, approval; and approval, hope ; and our . 
hope does not make us ashamed ‘(ic does not dis». 
appoint or prove illusory) because the love of ‘God 
(which He has to us) has been shed abroad in our ' 
hearts by the Holy Spirit who ` was given to 
us,” etc. 

Thus, the first half (i. 16-v. 11) of this great doctrinal 
division (i. 16-viii. 39) ends. 

The second half (v. 12-viii. 39.) we shall reserve for our: 
next chapter. 


ANGLO- ISRAELISM: ' THE ROOT OF HS 
‘ERROR. | 
By Dr. BULLINGER. 
(Remarks ata recent Prophetical meeting) 


HERE are many things said for and against ae is 
called “ British-Israel Truth.” ~ 
Our object now is not to start any theories ‘on n the 
subject, but only to see what God says about it. ar : 
No one can know anything on either side apart í from the 
Scriptures, and mistakes are made (1) py, substituting 
theories for the Word of God, or (2) Py not 4 7 Haha: 
dividing the word of Truth. 
Anglo- -Israelism is a revolt against the old i habit: of ; 
what is called “spiritualising the prophecies,” - in "other, 
words a robbery by the “church,” of promises made to 
the Jews. " 
Many Christians, seeing how wrong this was, pleaded for 
a “rightly dividing ” of the Scriptures ag to the’. ` PERSONS 
and subjects to whom they refer in the ` respectiye pas 
sages. i 
This was right; but in doing this they failed in y rightly 
dividing” the word as to the TIMES: hence what is said of 
Israel “in the latter days” they take as referring to Israel 


* This Textual Critics and R.V. read. €xywpev (echomen), let us 
have, instead of €xopev (echomen), we have. But the documentary 
evidence is not sufficiently weighty to mar the whole of the context, 
which is all Goririnal asieriion and not practical exhortation, `: i A single 
stroke “w " for “o '' is the only difference, and it was probably first 
made by | some scribe who did not understand the scope of. the passage. 
Even if €xwpev, the Subjunctive, were the original: reading, i it would 
be put by Zna/lage for the Indicative ; as is oken the oo : 
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now, in the Gentile dispensation! What is said of Israel 
in the future they interpret of Israel in the present: and 
as these prophecies and promises are seen clearly not to be 
true of Israel now, another Israel must be invented to whom 
they will apply. Hence certain races of Gentiles are 
assumed to be Israel ; and the theory having been set forth, 
the Scriptures were appealed to to support it. 

This is the Genesis of the whole-movement. 

Now, we must always be most careful in noticing’ how 
the Scriptures are used in an argument of this kind. 

(1) Is the Teaching first of all stated, and then the 
Scripture referred to, and used as a duéfress, to support it by 
the quotation of verses here or there? (text-garbling) or 

(2) “Is the Scripture used as ayounsain, out of which 
the Teaching is drawn ? 

If we apply this test to the Anglo-Israel Teaching it will 
be found to come under the first head: opinions, theories, 
history (real or romance), arguments, identifications, etc. etc., 
abound, and in support of them, sundry passages are quoted 
in support of them. 

Our duty and our desire now is, to use the Word of God 
as a fountain, and see what God has said upon the several 
Anglo-Israel positions. 

ae I, 

The theory is that there is always a distinction between 
the terms “the house of Israel” and “the house of 
Judah. 

These terms are so used, without a doubt, in certain 
cases, but by’no means universally. 

In fact, the Massorah gives a list of the occurrences, from 
which it is clear that 

The expression, “the House of Israel,” occurs ¢hirteen 


times in the Old Testament, defore the division of the nation | 


into two kingdoms, viz.—Ex. xvi. 313 xl. 38. Lev. x. 6. 
Num. xx. 29. Josh. xxi. 43. r Sam. i. 12; vii. 2, 3; 
xii, 85 xvi. 3. 2 Sam. vi. 5, 15. Ruth iv. 2. 

“The House of Judah” also occurs four times, 

2 Sam. ii. 4; vil. 2; xii. 8. 1 Chron. ii. 84, before the 
division into two kingdoms. 

Il. 
The theory is thet the tribe of Judah (i.e. the Jews), 
is to return absolutely ; but Israel only representatively. 

. But this is what God says about it: Isa. xi. 12. “The 
‘Lord . .’. shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah.” 

Jer. iii. 18. 
house of Israel and they shall come into the land.” 

Jer. xxx. 3. “I will bring again the captivity of my 
people Israel and Judah.” 

Jer. i. 4. “The children of Israel shall come, they and 
the children of Judah. ` 

` Zech. x. 6. “I will strengthen the house of Judah, and 
I vill save the house of Joseph, and I will bring them again 
to place them, ete.” 

Ezekiel xlviii. 1-28 shows that every tribe will return to 

“the land ” with which every prophecy binds them up. 

Isa. lxvi. 20. ‘They (the Gentiles) shall bring ALL 
your brethren for an offering unto the Lord.” 
Ezekiel xxxix. 25. “ Now will I bring again the cap- 


“house of Israel, 


‘the children of Judah: TOGETHER... 


“The house of Judah shall walk with the 
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tivity of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whee house of 
Israel. 

Ezekiel xxxix. 28. “Iam the Lord their God, which 
caused them (the whole house of Israel) to be led into 
captivity among the heathen; but I have gathered them 
unto their own land, and have left zone of them any 3 more 


there.” + 
III. 


Judah and Israel shall return “ TOGETHER?” 

Jer. iii, 18. -“ The house of Judah shall walk with the 
and they shall come “TOGETHER . 

to the land that I have given, etc.” 

Jer..1. 4.‘ The children of Israel shall come, they’and 
. . they shall ask the 
way to Zion.” 

Ezekiel xvi. 53. “When I bring ‘again the captivity of 
Samaria and her daughters, THEN will I bring again the 
captivity of my (Jerusalem) daughters IN THE MIDST OF. 
THEM.” See verse 55. 

Hos. i. 10. “Then shall the children Judah and the 
children of Irsael be gathered TOGETHER.’ 


IV. 

The Seripnires further show that Judah is to return ey 
every direction, 

While Israel is to return only from the countries whither 
they were carried away : e.g., 

JUDAH. 

Zech. vill. 7. “I will save my people from the EAST 
country and from the WEST country. 

Zech. ii. 6, 7. “Flee from the land of the NORTH 
saith the Lord, for I have spread you abroad as THE FOUR 
WINDS OF PHE HEAVENS Saith the Lord, Deliver thyself, 
O Zion, that dwellest with the daughters of Babyton.” 


ISRAEL. s 


Ezek. xi. 17: “I will....assemble you out of the 
countries WHERE YE HAVE BEEN SCATTERED.” 
Ezek. xx. 30, 34: “Say unto the house of Israel.;....J 


will gather you out of the countries wherein ye ARE 
scattered.” : 

Josh. xxvii. 12, 13: “O ye children of Israel......they 
shall come which were ready to perish ih the land of 
Assyria, and the outcast in the land of Ecypr.” i 

Is. xlix. 12: ‘Lo, these from the NORTH, and from the 


_ West ; and these from the land of Sinim ” (China). ° | 


Hos. xi. 10, 1}: “The children ‘shall come trembling 
from the West. They shall gome trembling as a bird out 
of Ecypr, and as a dove out of the land of Assyria; apd J 
will make them dwell in their own homes.” (R.V.) 

JUDAH AND ISRAEL, 7 

Is. xi. 11: “From Assyria, and from Ecypt, and from 
PatHros, and from CusH, and from Exam, and from 
SHINAR, and from HAMATH, and from the coast-lands* of 
the sea.” (R.V.) a a 

Is. xi. 14: “They shall fly...... towards the WEST, they 
shall spoil them of the East.” 

Is. xi. 16: There shall be a highway for the remnant 
of the people...... from ASSYRIA.” 


*Boe Is. xx. 6; Jor. alyii. 4. 7 
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Jer. iii. 18: “The house of Judah shall walk with the 
house of Israel, and they shall,come TOGETHER OUT OF 
THE NORTH.” 


Jer. iii. 10: “Lo, I will save......thy seed FROM THE 
LAND OF THEIR CAPTIVITY.” (This is repeated in xlvi, 27.) 
Zech. x. 10: “I will bring them again also out of the 


land of Ecypt, and gather them out of Asssyria.” 
From these Scriptures it will be seen that most of the 
countries named are Last of Palestine. 


V. 


The theory is that Israel (r.e. the Anglo-Saxon race) has 
now got the spiritual blessings ; and a part of Hos. i. Io is 
quoted as proof, “Ye are the sons of the living God” 
(which is not true of the British as a nation). 

l ISRAEL. 


Hos. i. 10: “IN THE PLACE where it was sent unto them 
(i.e. to Israel, not Judah merely) ye are not my people; 
THERE it shall be said unto them, Ye are the sons of the 
living God.” (To quote the last half of this verse and-not 
the first is “dividing” the Word of Truth, but neither 
“rightly ” nor honestly.) 

Hos. 1i. 18, 23: IN THAT Day (ùe., of restoration) will I 
make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field...... 
and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained 
mercy, and I wILL say to them which were not my people, 
Thou art my people; and they shall say, Thou art my 
God.” 

Ezek. xxxvi. 33: “IN THE Day that I shall have cleansed 
you from all your iniquities, I will also cause you to dwell 
in the cities.” 

ISRAEL AND JUDAH. 

Ezek. xxxix. 27, 28: “ WHEN I have brought them again 
from the people, and gathered them out of their enemies’ 
bands, and are sanctified in them in the light of many 
nations ; THEN shall they know that I am the Lord their 
God.” 

VI. 

So far from having the blessings now, the condition of 
Israel during the present dispensation is described as 
“afflicted,” “ poor,” “afraid,” “ driven out,” “put to shame” 
Zeph. iii. 12, 13, 19, 20; Micah iv. 3, 6, i. 1). 

Strangers now serve themselves of Judah and Israel, but 
shall (after they are restored) do so “no more” (Jer. 
xxx. 8, 9). 

It’ is described as “captivity ” (Jer. xxx. 18; Ezek. xvi. 


53) ` 


They are stated to be “not numerous” (Jer. xxxiii. 3; 


xxx. 18, 19; Is. vi. 3, 7; Amos v. 3). 

They shall be so feeble as to need help in their restoration 

(Is. xlix. 22, 23; Ix. 10; lxvi. 18, 20; xl. 14). 
VII. 

Untjl the restoration they will not have a monarchy 
(which Britain has). 

Hos. iii. 4, 5: “The children of IsRaEL shall abide 
MANY DAYS without a king, and without a prince, and with- 
out a sacrifice. AFTERWARD shall the children of ISRAEL 
return and seek Jehovah their God, and David their king. 

Jer. xxx. 18, 20: "The city shall be- builded upon her 
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own heap...... and their nobles shall be of themselves, and 
their governor shall proceed from the midst of them.” 

But this is after theirreturn. Until then, both Israel and 
Judah, że., all Israel, is in a condition of. shame and 
reproach. 

Moreover all: the promises are bound up with “ she. 
dand"; and will have a glorious fulfilment when the people 
shall be, in their own land. 

Other nations have similar temporal blessings now, but 
that does not prove that they are Israelites. 

The one root cause of the whole heresy is. that its 
advocates do not rightly divide the sime to which the 
promises refer. ‘The latter days” are not the days of 
Britain’s prosperity, but the days that follow them; and are as 
carefully defined and described as the prophecies themselves. 

The one great mark of the present dispensation is this, 
that Christ is set “for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock 
of offence to BOTH THE Houses oF IsrazL” (Is, viii. 14), 
and it is not till after their restoration that this condition j is 
removed. 

It is written of Israel: “I will bring you into your own 
land. THEN will I sprinkle clean water upon you” ” (Ezek. 
xxxvi. 24, 25). 

“IN THE DAY that I shall have cleansed you from all your 
jniquities, I will cause you to dwell in the cities” (Ezek. 
XXXVI. 33. : 

_ Wuen I have...... gathered them out of their enemies’ 
lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of many 
nations, THEN shall they know that I am the’ Lord their 
God” (Ezek. xxxix. 27, 28. 


K 
fe] 


“PUTTING ON THE BREASTPLATE oF 
FAITH AND LOVE.”—1 Thess. v. 8. 


AITH in the Lord Jesus, and love to the Lord Jesus 
form the double breastplate of those who are more 
than conquerors. . 

Faith singles out the promises and faithfulness of Christ, 
and rests there. Love singles out the Person of Christ, 
and rests only in Himself. 

Faith believes all is for the best, knowing the Lord 
ruleth. Love accepts all as the best, knowing the Lord. 
loveth. 

Faith trusts in darkness, knowing that all j is light to Christ. 
Love is content in darkness, knowing that Christ is always 
near. 

Faith waits the Lord’s time and giveth patience. 
would have no other time, and is happy while waiting. 

Faith would be valiant for Jesus and fight. Love would 
please Jesus and obey. S 

Faith exultant cries “victory!” Love gently whispers | 
“satisfied,” for it can say, “I am my Beloved’s and my 
Beloved is mine. 

e r + + + 


And yet how many believers are walkirig for the most 


Love 
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part by sight and not ‘by faith, very much to the discom- 
fort of their souls. 
“Some walk by the sight of the evil within—they are fre- 
quently examining it—they see much of it, and it has this 
peculiarity, that the more it is looked at the more there is 
to look at, and the result is they often walk in doubt and 
fear; but if, instead of walking by sight, they walked by 
faith in Christ, contemplating their position as complete 
in Him before the Father, they would walk more joyfully, 
and would more readily overcome the evil within. 
. Others walk by the sight of their frames and feelings, and 
as these are always changing, sọ is their comfort; but if 
they walked by faith in Christ, by faith in His unchange- 
ing love for them, and His perfect work on their behalf, 
they would, by casting off all gloom, better recommend to 
others the Gospel they profess. 

Others walk by the sight of trying providences and in- 


creasing difficulties, and the result is they are often almost 


overwhelmed, but if they walked by faith in Christ, by 
faith in His watchful and constant care for them, and in 
the assurance that nothing can befall them but what His 
ove and grace ordains, and did -by fáith walk with Him in 
the path He appoints, their hearts would be filled by con: 
fidence and peace. Still, then, though amidst weariness 
and perplexities, foes without and foes within, still let us 
press on ; for greater is He that is for us, than all they that 
can be against us. Leaning on Him, looking to Him, and 
walking with Him in conscious need, and conscious 
fellowship, our path will he as the morning light which 
shineth more-and more to the perfect day. That perfect 
day, that long-looked-for day, when we shall “ever be 
with the Lord !”—From ‘'Counsels and Thoughts for 
believers. By Thomas Moor. 


“THE PERSONALITY OF CHRISTIANITY.” 


“ Ce puts our Lord in the foreground as the 

personal object in all actions that belong to it. 
But religious philosophy puts man and the benefits accru- 
ing to mankind in the foreground. Man is the supreme 
object for whose interests and predictions the real object 
of Christianity (which is Christ Himself), is to be placed at 
a distance as an example and an ornament to be admired, 
but little more. The result of this form of Christianity, 
philanthrophy and morality is that man will by and by 
worship himself and wind up as St. Paul tells us in “the 
man of sin, sitting in the temple of God, showing himself 
that he is God ” (a Thess. ii. 4). 


“HOUSE AND HOUSEHOLDS.” 


" HE reader will perceive the collective character 

T attached to_the salvation. Lydia was baptized 
and her house. To the house at Philippi it is said, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house,” and “Crispus, the chief ruler of the 
synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house” 
(Acts xviii. 8). It reminds us also of what the Lord said 
of Zaccheus in the Gospel, ‘ This day is salvation come to 
this house,” etc. (Luke xix.). For the, Prophets had. said 
of the time of Messiah—“ At the same time, said the Lord, 
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will I be the God of all the families of Israel, and they 
shall be my people” (Jer. xxxi. 1). And the disciples 
consequently were commissioned to’ “go and make 
disciples of all nations, from Jerusalem to Samaria, and to 
the uttermost parts of the earth." Hence. the testimony 
was of the collective family, and national type-at this time, 
operating under the covenant made with Abraham, that 
“Tn thy seed shall. all the nations of the earth be blessed.” 

And whilst nations, ‘as nations, are contemplated, the 
form of it should take this type of course and no other. 
The covenant, as such, was collective. And so when the 
head of the house, or family, surrendered to the claims of 
the Messiah, the whole house was included in the covenant, 
just as in the night of the destroying angel in Egypt, each 
house as such was covered by the blood on the door-post. 


. And-so now the Apostle says, with Divine. authority, 


“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved, and thy house,” etc. 

The ‘nature of the covenant was collective. When the 
head of the house received the blessing, the coyenant was 
then pledged to the whole house; it extended to all the’ 
members (Luke xix. 9). It was the purpose of God in 
reference to Messiah and the nations as such (Matt. xxviii. 
18, 19). (From The Structure of the Acts of the Apostles, 
by Zetetes). 

In all this is seen the direct contrast to what is said of 
and prescribed for the Church of God. Every one’ sees 
that it is not the case of Houses and Householders in this 
Dispensation of Grace, where nothing of the flesh, or of 
man, or of blood, but where all is of God and His Grace. 
Hence, instead of “rightly dividing the Word of Truth,” 
readers have either to explain the above Scriptures away or 
water them down ; or else are tempted to read them into 
the standing of Christians i in the Church of God. 

By rightly dividing the Word we preserve the Scriptura] 
expressions in the Acts in all the fulness of their meaning, 
while we fully keep our standing in grace perfectly clear 
and distinct.—[Ep.] 


Questions and Answers. 


Question No. 188, 


R. W. H. B., Preston. “In Matthew xxvii, 10, the ay is 
ascribed to- Jeremiah. But I have been unable to find in that boak 
any parallel, though Zechariah's prophecy on this point appears 
to be really the ‘same. If you can clear this up, it will be a help 
to me, and to many others.” 


It is a great pleasure to answer such a question, for in 
this case as in so many others, the difficulty is absolutely 
created by the readers. There is no difficulty at all in the 
Scripture. 

Do you not see what you have done? You have first 
taken out a word which the Holy Spirit has put in, and then 
you have got quite another word and put that in, in its 
place | 

You have practically taken out the word “spoken,” and 
put in. the word “written!” God has not told us that 
Jeremiah wrote it, but that he spoke it. 
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Now there is all the difference in the world between what 
is spoken, and what is writen. ` 

Some prophecies’ were writen and never spoken at all. 

Some were spoken first and written down afterwards. 

Others were spoken and never written at all. This is one. 

It is true that by a figure of speech we may put the 
word zo say, instead of Zo. write, e.g.: ‘ As s@ and so says 
in his book.” But to say is not tbe'same thing at all, as 40 
speak, 
anything without actually using our voices. 

In the Greek thisis the same. The word commonly used 
in this way, is Aéyw (/egd) but this is not the word in Matt- 
xxvii. ro. “There it is péw (7hed) to speak with the lips, from 
whence we have our words rhefor, an orator, and rhetoric 
the art Of public oratory. Indeed we have both these 
words in this verse, the one referring to the act of speaking, 
and the other to what was said with the voice. ‘ Then was 
fulfilled that which was spoken (péw, hed)* by Jeremiah the 
prophet saying (Aéyw, /ego).” 

It is the same in Matt. ii. 23 which is treated by all the 
Commentators and Professors as a very great difficulty. 
They explain it by trying to show that the Hebrew word 


qy) (aeyézer) which means a ranch, is in some way, 


connected with “Nazarene.” But there is no connection 
at all, and if there were the difficulty would be just as 
great because that word is used of Christ only in Isa. xi. 1 ; 
xiv. 19; lx. 21, and it says “prophets,” in the p/ural. So 
that, according to Matt. ii. 23, it “spoken” by more than 
one prophet. 

It was therefore “spoken,” and it does not say it was 
written. 

It is the same with Matt. xxvii. 9. 

“And yet having made the difficulty and created the so- 
called discrepancy, look at their struggles to get out of it: 
` Dean Alford says, it was a slip of Matthew’s memory ! as 
though there was no such thing as inspiration. His words 
are that Matthew quoted “ from memory and unprecisely.” 

Others use a defence as old as Origen, that these words 
did occur in a book of Jeremiah’s, which has been lost. To 
which it is sufficient to remark that no one has ever seen it; 
and that it isan invention in order to explain the created 
difficulty. 

Others hold (with Eusebius) that these words were in 
our book of Jeremiah,.but the Jews cut them out. But 
again we have to say that no one ever saw them in! Nor 
is there any evidence of it. 

, The late Bishop Wordsworth says, that the Holy Spirit 
made the mistake on purpose, so that we might not think of 
the human instrument (Jeremiah or Zechariah) but only of 
His Own words ! 

It is not the assaults of its enemies which do the Bible 
harm. But it is “explanations” like these which make us 
exclaim that the Bible must be inspired, and must be 
Divine, for we still possess it, in spite of all the defences of 
its friends | 


*It may be helpful to give all the oocurrences of this word: Matt. i. 22; is. 15, 
17, 389; lii. 3; iv. 14; v. 21, 27, 31, 33, 34, 48; viii. 17; xli. 17; xiii. 86; xxi. 4; 
xxi, 81; xxiv., 16; xxvii. 9, 85. Mark xiii, 14. Rom. ix. 12, 26. Gal. ii, 16- 
Rev. vi. 11; ix. 4. 


We can say a thing in writing, but we cannot speak 
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Our Monty 


“ISRAEL MINE INHERITANCE." 
I, THEY ARE A COVENANT PEOPLE: 
Gen. “xii. 2, 3; Ley. xx. 26 ; Isa, xliii, 21. 


2. THEY ARE TO BE A RESTORED: PEOPLE : f aa 


. Jer. XXX. 33 Zech. x. 10; Isa. xi. JI pa. 
3. THEY ARE TO BE A MISSIONARY PEOPLE: 
Psa. Ixxii. 8,11, 20; Heb. ii. 14; Ezek. xxxvii. 22, 2425, 
4. THEY ARE A PERSECUTED PEOPLE. 
l + Isa; xliii. 2, 3; Jer. xxxi. 37-40. 
5. THEY ARE A WAITING PEOPLE. ' 
Jer. xiv. 7-9; Hosea i ii, 21-23. 
Christ Church Lodge, Bromley, Kent. `T. GEORGE. 
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JEWISH SIGNS.: 
In our November number we referred to ‘the then recent 


great Zionist movement in London. Our readers will’ be ` 
glad to have a little more information about it.) “0s 

It is impossible of course to. give anything like a report of 
the speeches, or even of the proceedings. A few significant 
facts (from ‘The Jewish World) as “signs” will be: as" 
interesting as they are important. 

One fact which shows the extent and character” of the ' 
feeling which prompts the movement, is, that by 4.30 a 
huge crowd had gathered at the doors of the great Assembly 
Hall in the Mile End Road. By 6.30: the traffic” was 
impeded, and half an hour later the police informed. the: 
stewards within the building that if the doors were. not . 
immediately opened „they would not. hold . themselves : 
responsible for the results. The doors opened, the: ‘throng ` 
hurled itself into the building and on to the seats, and ina. 
few minutes every seat was occupied. The great platform, ‘ 
with its tiers of seats, was equally rapidly ` filled, and: 
practically all manner of men in the ale yere, 
there. 

It was well past eight before the great sea of birtan 
beings rose to greet in joyful acclaim Dr. Herzl, Dr. Gaster,: 
Rabbi Werner and Herr Wolffsohn. At once all’; erg, 
attention, After the fewest words from Dr. Gaster, Dr.’. 
Herzl rose—the audience cheered, „handkerchiefs, : ‘hats,;, 
and sticks waved, and then each man—it was a most. 
interesting incidenf—bade the other be silent. ` Aş he. 
stood alone it was easy to realise the hold he has o on the. 
hearts of all with whom he is placed in contgct.";'Tall, ; 
remarkably well proportioned, an ease and grace of manner 
which indelibly stamps the born gentleman ; 4 half-nervous, 
yet confidential manner, Dr. Herzl’s is a ‘personality that 
would stand out among an army of men. . Eyen to the 
insular Englishman he appears exceptionally: hangsome. 
A full, open face, black hair, large sympathetic eyes, "a full, 
very dark beard, not matted, but bearing the’ growth of, 
early manhood, the Zionist leader, although a commanding: 
figure on the ‘platform, strikes me as, the: as bas. ee A 
dashing cavalry general, 
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As I watched him closely, there occurred to mea strong 
resemblance between him and three of my latter-day bearded 
heroes: the Emperor Frederick of Germany, Prince 
Alexander of Battenberg, and, greater as a leader than 
either, John Nicholson of Delhi. I had never previously 
seen Dr. Herzl, yet, apart from any feeling with his teaching, 
I felt if I ever wanted a leader, this was the man I should 
rush to serve under. Now I knew what was meant by the 
term “A born leader of men.” 

Dr. Herzl spoke. His address was in German. But 
there was no mistaking the accomplished orator. For more 
than sixty. minutes he stood there, and although I do not 
pretend to have understood his sentences, to me it was a 
delight as keen at its close as at the opening words. -It was 


_ not the cheers and applause he seemed to draw at will, it 


was not the sight of nearly seven thousand expectant faces 
focussed to one spot; it was not the alternate’ moods of 
laughter, seriousness, and earnestness of this mass of men 
and women—it was watching the manner by which these 
effects were gained by the man who appeared to monopolize 
the thoughts, as he did the attention, of the crowds of men 
and women facing me. 

Speaker and audience were one. 
of the other. > Both completed a whole. It was as a 
musician, master of his instrument, capable of making it 
reflect his feelings, his thoughts, his emotions. Herzl and 
his hearers, his hearers and Herzl, were an indivisible study. 
No ranting, no raving, no forced effort, everything easy, 
graceful, inevitable, almost as a matter of course. Not 
once did he thump the flat rail in front of him; not once 
did he even clench his fist. No histrionics. Yet he was 
all gesture—restrained, moderate movement. __ 

The fore-finger pointed upwards and shook when his 
words had a harder ring than usual; it pointed this way 
and that, left and right, while appealing on a particular 
point, and although never monotonous there was no attempt 
to play the actor on the platform. Every few minutes the 
audience broke out into unanimous applause. Men stood 
up in their excitement, sometimes in the front rows of the 
galleries, involuntarily remaining in that position. Dr, 
Herzl ended as he had gone on with perhaps slightly more 
emphasis on his last sentences ; and as he sat down every- 
one in front of him gave themselves over to an unbridled 
exercise of their enthusiasm. 

One sympathises with those who, it might almost be said, 
had the misfortune to follow Dr. Herzl. The audience had 
relaxed itself. It is no reflection on the speakers to say 
that the Doctor had eclipsed those who followed him. 
Father Ignatius said a few words with all the art of which 
he is a consummate master. 
high pitch. It was a remarkable meeting, and whatever 
may be the opinions of non-Zionists present, it may be 
safely assumed that the events of the evening left a very 
deep impression on all who witnessed them. 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 


A WARNING CRY FROM U.S.A. 


The Dallas Morning News (Texas, U.S.A.) for August 1, 
contained over two columns of a striking sermon by a Rev. 
W, Irving Carroll, on “the Just Approaching End of the 
age.” It is most powerful in the vast number of facts which 
are marshalled together as signs. 

Some of them may be new to our readers. 
give a few extracts to show them 

“THE WORLD IS NOT GETTING BETTER.” 
“Well, isn’t it true? Crime is not decreasing. It is increasing, 


says a Boston divine: ‘In 1850 there was one criminal for every 3,400 - 
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Each was a counterpart, 


He roused the audience to a ` 


We therefore ` 
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of population, in 1890 one for every 500 or 600 of population.’ The 
Chicago Tribune records for the year 1886 the number of murders to bave 
been 1,449 and for 1896, ten years later, the incredible increase to 
10,500! No wonder the St. Louis Republic calls this annual knife 
und pistol slaughter of human life the most ‘popular’ crime in the 
American calendar of offences. ; 

‘t According to Carroll D. Wright, the United States Commissioner 
of Labour, the total number of convicts (not simply untried prisoners 
but convicted felons) in-penal institutions in the various states in 1885 
was 41,887 and in 1895 was 54,244. f 

nege Isaac C. Parker, now deceased, for more than twenty years 
United States district judge at Fort Smith, Ark., who sentenced in his 
lifetime 150 murderers- to death, said in a charge to a federal grand 
jury ‘that the numbers who have been murdered in the United States 
in the last five years is six times larger than the continental army at 
the clase of the revolution, and that the number murdered last year 
(1895) is greater than our standing army at the outbreak of the civil 
war.’ And he went on to say ‘that the appellate court exists mainly 
to stab the trial judge in the back and let the criminal go free; that 
the issue before the country is not money or the tariff, but whether or 
not we are able to guarantee proper protection to life’ The local 
Dallas Trades Council in a circular dated Jan, 21, 1896, used this 
expression: ‘The rapid increase in the percentage of criminals,’ 
While Gen, Brinkerhoff, president of the National Prison Congress, at 
its meeting at St. Paul, Minn., spoke as follows : 

“For the country as a whole the United States census is the most 
reliable guide.’ He’ then quotes in 1880 prisoners 58,609, in 1890 
82,329. 

When the waters of the Mississippi in a flood mount up to the 
danger mark everyone knows that unless they halt disaster is in- 
evitable. So with the floods of crime; we are past the danger line, 
and there is no ebb. ; 

t If this increase is to be continued the decades can be counted upon 
the fingers of a single hand when ‘‘ Mene, mene, tekel, upbarsin ” will 
be written upon the banquet hall of the republic. 

‘© Well, what of suicides ? Fred. L, Hoffman said in the New York 
Spectator tbat in twenty principal American cities and ten smaller 
ones there were in 1895, 1,825, the same cities in 1896 there were 1,999. 
An increase of 173 of 95 per cent. Last fall there were sixteen 
suicides in Chicago in one week. It seemed epidemic, Homicide, 
suicide, infanticide. Not long agoup in Indiana a father is reported as 
becoming enraged at his fretful crying baby, got up out of bed an 
took the child from its cradle, placed its head between his knees and 
crushed its skull as if it were an eggshell. Homicide, suicide, 
infanticide, fratricide, patricide; double murder, triple murders, and 
so on, together with brutal outrages, blacken the page of each day’s 
record of events. Some black wretch commits a nameless crime and 
an infuriated populace buro him alive, while thousands congregate to 
gaze and glut their eyes upon the writhing wretch as the hungry flames 
lick round his limbs. And this not in far away Tahiti, but in Texas. 
Now, again, the home, we agree, is the great bulwark of society, the 
nation's pride, but divorce decrees multiplying so fast are writing upon 
it ‘Ichabod ’—‘ the glory is departed.” The state of Indiana has just 
issued a bulletin, in 1897, last year, there were 23,990 marriages and 
3,080 divorces, about one divorce for every eight marriages. The 
ceaseless grind of the divorce mill is the shame and scandal of modern 
civilization. ` 

«Once again despite the heroic, Herculean efforts of the W. C. T. U.. 
and all the labour of the lamented Miss Willard, the annual drink bill 
of these United States has steadily risen ; it is now out of the millions 
and into the billions. Think of it, a billion dollars a year for intoxi- 
cants. President Cleveland in his last annual message to congress 
incorporated the statement that there were 2,269,466 more barrels of 
beer produced that year than the year before. The report is just in 
from Great Britain and Ireland. Hear it; The year 1897 exceeds 
1896 by 10,000,000 and as a certain magazine remarks, this is not only 
the year of the Queen’s jubilee, but the jubilee year of the Band of 
Hope. ` 
Pand so I might proceed with the rehearsal, literature, art, oh, how 
the mighty have fallen! The yellow journalism of some New York 
newspapers is but symptomatic of the widespread disease and decay 
throughout the body literary, While art, the chaste and the beau- 
tiful, has become so sensuous and nude that it would mantle the cheek 
of any other than this degenerate age with the red blush of “shame. 
Much of it is nothing Jess than obscene and vulgar. The threatening 
social unrest and disquiet, the relation between capital and labour an 
open, ugly and angry sore, municipal misrule rampant, thievery and 
corruption in state and nation known and undisguised, what ! what 
would it be if the bony skeletons in the hidden closet of dark secrecy 
were dragged out to the inspection of the broad daylight ?” 

The preacher then takes up the nations and passes on to 

3. “The Church. Of this I have no space ta speak. I regret, alas, 
we are all too well aware of its forlorn, apostate state. The altar fires 
of-faith are but faintly flickering. ©‘ While the bridegroam tarried they 
all slumbered and slept,’ and that’s the time to dream dreams, And 
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so the church, unconscious of her Laodicean lethargy, is dreaming of 
valiant Admiral Dewey’s deeds and the sinking of the whole flotilla of 
her enemy in the sea of her success. The boasting attitude of the 
church, being one of the sins, as it is one of the signs of the times. 

4., ‘‘ And again, it reads ‘giving heed to seducing spirits and doc- 
trines of devils.’ Never were the missionaries of Mormonism so active 
or so effective. Spiritualism is widespread, Christian science is at it, 
‘creeping into houses and Jeading captive silly, women, laden with sins, 
led away with divers Iusts, ever learning and, never able to come to a 
knowledge of the truth’ (2 Tim, iii. 6, 7); theosophy’s devotees 
multiply and millennial dawn recruits flock fast to the standard of its 
silly folly. Yes, the night is dark and growing darker.” 

After speaking of the Jewish and other signs of the times, 
Mr. Carroll concluded :— i 

‘* And, therefore, I say these signs of the times so blaze in the sky of 
to-day’s events, so flash and flare their portents, until the whole 
horizon round is aflame with the red glare of their testimony that the 
responsibility is inescapable and inexcusable and culpable likewise, and 
tichly meriting hot rebuke from the Lord Jesus would we be, did we 
fail to discern the fast approaching ‘calamitous, catastrophic’ end of 
the age. Truly, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Amen! 
. Even so, come, ‘Lord Jesus.” 


ISTHE WORLD GETTING BETTER? 


In London at least we ought to see some signs of it. 
With all the new Gospels of Socialism and Sanitation which 
are now poured forth from pulpits of Churches and 
Chapels, we ought to be seeing some signs of it. With 
our School Boards and County Councils some evidences 
ought to be coming into sight. : 

But no!—This is what Zhe St. James's Gazette has to say 
on the present condition of London :— 


“In the vast province called London: we have acomplete hierar- 
chical system of professional crime. At the top are the veterans, the 
incorrigible ‘‘récidivistes," who ‘have no other object in life than to 
prey on their species. With them we have little to do in the present 
connection ; their operations are carried on without reference to heat 
waves or other climatic considerations. Zhe theory of our education- 
alists and social reformers of a generation or so ago was that this class 
was rapidly dying out, and that the younger generation, brought up 
under the blessings of board schools and cheap newspapers and an 
extended franchise, would walk in the paths of peace and order, The 
most optimistically inclined soctal reformer of to-day would not venture 
fo suggest such a thing. Our young street savages are more trouble- 
some, more violent, more resourceful, more reckless, cruel, and blood- 
thirsty than ever before... . The increased education and intelligence 
conferred upon the criminal in his earlier stages by our lop-sided school 
system, have tended to make the law-breakers more than a match for 
the policeman. It is becoming increasingly difficult to detect the 
criminal, or to know what to do with him when caught”... 


. “ COSMOS,” 
which means ‘he wor.2, was actually put at the head of a 
recent announcement of an “International Bazaar and 
Summer Fête,” for a church building fund. Of course 
there were the usual “artistes,” and “ mandolinists,” and 
“entertainments,” and ‘Mrs. Jarley’s Waxworks,” and 


Japanese Troupe of Mousmees,” and “Illumination and 


Confetti” after dark. 

We could understand all this if it were for some theatrical 
benevolent fund, but for all this to be on behalf ot raising 
a house for the worship of God, who is a Spirit and“ loveth 
the cheerful giver,” and by those who profess to be liberal 


evangelicals, and yet head their bills with the word. 


“ Cosmos,” we cannot understand, except as one of the 
saddest “ signs of the times.” 


POPULAR THEOLOGY. 


The following is the sort of stuff singled out for publica- 
tionin Zhe Church Gasette, as “a sermon for the times.” The 
text was, “ I am the resurrection.” There is about as much 
of the resurrection here as in most other sermons. 

“We may be one with Him if we will believe in Him, if we will 
admit His Holy Spirit into ours, and let Him dwell in our hearts; and 
if we be one with Him, then are we also one with those who have 
fallen asleep in Him. And the more we seek communion with Jesus 
Christ, the more we seek to cultivate the true life within us, to keep 
the true light burning in our hearts; the more, ina word, we allow the 


‘selves and watch for it in others. 
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Christ within us to rise, the more shall we learn to know and love that 
which was worthy to be loved in those whom our eyes bave lost, and 
to know them and love them as they ought to be known and loved, 
The love of Christ will not teach us to forget those loved ones, It 
will not merely comfort ug for the loss of those loved ones. It will 
re-present the loved ones, and make them present to us, not lost. It 
will enable us to love and know them without seeing and hearing them 
with our bodily senses, because the Christ: in them and the Christ in 
us will be united in Jesus Christ, the God-Man of the Gospels, from 
whom all human ties have sprung, in whom alone those human ties 
and human loves find their meaning and their fulfilment. ‘Let us ever 
seek to know the Resurrection ; let us ever listen to the Christ in our- 
There is worldly darkness that 


hides the light within us. There are low desires that mar and crucify 


the Christ within us.” 

What sort of ‘ Christians” can ‘we expect to meet? and 
what kind of ‘“ Christianity”, can we expect to see, when 
this is the food which ‘is put forth on every hand. Itisa 
mixture of Spirjtism and Paganism. | i 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ LITERATURE. 


_We are sorry that the Sunday School Union should be 
Helping forward the down-grade by an article in the June 
number (1898) of their Sunday School Teacher. It amounts 
practically to a plea for the higher criticism. It is called 
“ Biblical Criticism : What it is, and Why it is Necessary.” 
Unfortunately the article answers neither, question, for it 
does not draw the distinction between “ Textual Criticism,” 
which is necessary, and the “ Higher Criticism ” which is not. 

The writer says with apparent satisfaction that ‘‘ compara- 
tively little of the Pentateuch can have been written by Moses.”” 

He puts in the plea that most critics are earnest and 
devoted Christians.” In fact the whole aim of the article 
is not to correct the mistakes of the critics about the Bible, 
but to correct popular mistakes about the critics ! 

He pleads that because the Lord Jesus did not “ discuss 
the authorship of any Old Testament book . .:. all that we 
can say, is that it was the custom in the time of Christ to 
refer to certain books as ‘Isaiah,’ ‘Moses,’ ‘ David,’ &c., 
and that our Lord and His apostles followed the usual 
nomenclature.” oo a 

The Sunday School Union may teach its teachers that, 
but we prefer to believe that our Lord and His apostles, 
like the other “ Holy men of God, spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.” ' ; : 


POLITICAL SIGNS. 2 
MAN’S PROPOSED MILLENNIUM AND THE 
WORLD'S COMMENTARY UPON IT. 


_ There are two great personages in the world at the present 
time taking up the business of promoters of a Millennium. 
Our readers must not suppose we are referring to a limited 
liability company. It.is an imitation affair. One concep- 
tion comes from the Czar of Russia. The other, though 
“ Made in Germany,” is proclaimed from Mount Zion, as 
the following shews : 

3 JERUSALEM, Oct. 31. 

“ From Jerusalem, proceeded his Majesty, ‘‘there came the light, in 
the splendor of which the German nation has become great and 
glorious, and what the Germanic peoples have become, they became 
under the banner of the Cross, the emblem of self-sacrificing Christian: 
charity. As nearly two thousand years ago, so there shall to-day ring 
out from Jerusalem the cry voicing the ardent hope of all: ‘ Peace on 
earth,’ ®— Daily Chronicle, Nov, 2. a 

Though the following paragraph appeared in the same 
paper on the same date, the excuse must be made for the 
editor, of ignorance that the Millennium was started : 

“The Central News says the. six new thirty-knot destroyers to be 
commissioned at Chatham, Portsmouth, and Devonport, are to be sent 
to join the Channel Squadron. Crews for the craft were told off 
yesterday, and the work of commissioning will begin to-day.” 

So, to give it a fair start, 7000 men that refuse to fight 
for one of the promoters, are shipped off to Canada.. 


, 
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“ These Doukhobortsi are a sect of Russians who refuse on conscien- 
tious grounds to bear arms. Largely through the \nstrumentality of 
the Empress Dowager of Russia, who learned of their case when 
visiting her invalided son in the Caucasus, the Czar last spring granted 
the petition of the Doukhobortsi to be allowed to emigrate, the financial 
responsibility of the migration being thrown upon the English Society 
of Friends. 

“It'is anticipated tbat before next summer 7000 of them will be 
seltled in Canada under these arrangements. They will probably 
poe in the Calgary and Edmonton districts of the Canadian North- 
“West. ` . 

“Itis a strange earnest of the dream that was to have given the 
world peace."—Dazly Maril, Dec. 3. F , - 

The premier of tbe.Cape Parliament does not appear to 
have taken. the idea up warmly. He has’ succeeded in 
inducing the members to contribute £30,000 annually to 
fight the battle of Armageddon first. 

: CAPETOWN, Dec. 2.` 

“Tn the House of Assembly to-day, Mr. Schreiner, the Premier, in 
moving the second reading of the Bill pledging the Cape to contribute 
£30,000 annually to the Imperial Navy, to be placed absolutely at the 
disposal of the Admiralty, delivered a speech which left little to be 
desired as regards patriotism and attachment to the Mother Country, 
becatse the great Armageddon would be fought in the Channel or in 
the Mediterranean. He rejoiced that the English Press recognised the 
Cape proposal as prudent, right, well-timed, and calculated to indicate 
the solidarity of the Empire, and its determination to stand together- 
against a common danger or common attack.” —Daz/y Mail. 

The other promoter to make sure that his Millennium 
shall go well, and not be subjected to failure when it is 
fairly on the way, purposes to increase his army by forty- 
eight batteries. 
, SENS BERLIN, Dec. 4. 

“It is semi-officially stated that in the new budget tbe ordinary 
estimates for the standing army will be increased by 27,000,000 marks. 

“The reports as to how this money is to be.spent are conflicting, 
but it is fairly certain that the peace footing of the army will be raised 
by 17,000 men and 4000 horses. 

The “ The Freisinnige Zeitung,” which is generally well informed in 
military matters, learns that the field artillery will be increased in 1899 
by forty-eight batteries. i E 

“ Before the close of the year all the field artillery regiments of the 
German army will be equipped with new quick-firing guns.”—Darly 
Mail, Dec. 4. 1 

America—so that she may contribute to the peaceful 
solution of all difficulties, is going in fora great navy with 
great guns. 

ote New York, Dec. 4. 

‘“The English Firm of Vickers, Son, and Maxim have practically 
arranged to acquire the existing shipbuilding establishment at Newport 
News, in the State of Virginia. . . . 

“Messrs. Vickers will make of the works a combined gun and ship 
factory, where warships can be built, armoured, and equipped 
completely for immediate service. 

“They seg in the determination of the American Government to 
build a great navy a fine opportunity. "—Daily Mail, Dec. 4. 

So that everything may be fairly balanced, Blackwood 
urges England to be equipped and ready with her fleet to 
fight France, who is the ally of the other promoter. 

t Blackwood for December urges the need of continued strenuous 
armament on England's part.” The future was never more ominous— 
though the Fashoda crisis has ed. Russia and France are greatly 
increasing their naval outlay ; England will therefore have to see to it 
that her fleet is really equal to all emergencies. And on land the time 
has come to re-arm our artillery with quick-firing guns. The delay 
over this necessary step is simply incomprehensible.” 

But, here, a difficulty appears ; for instead of France 
being in such a condition of strength: to come against 
England, it appears to be a possibility, according to the 
Spectator, she may be called upon to put down a reyolution 
in her own country. : 

The Spectator, in an article entitled Is Revolution Coming in 
France ? says :—‘‘ We must just say what we have to say, and if any 
one accuses us of sensation mongering, must put up with it until the 
event proves or disproves the accuracy of our forbodings. It is our 
sincere belief that a great event is immediately at hand in France. 
How any one can study the action and the works of the French 
Government without seeing that Ministers either expect a military coup 

` ditat, or are filled with fear lest a military còup d'état should occur, we 
are unable to imagine. "— S7. James's Gazette, Dec. 3rd. 
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By the following, it does not appear that the press in 
Russia takes to the idea of a Millennium kindly. 

The Grashdanin rejects all notion of an eventyal rapprochement 
with Great Britain, the inveterate enemy of Russia, from whom the 
latter can look for no advantage, and it advocates, on the contrary, an 
alliance with Germany, in which France might be induced to join. — 
Reuter.— Daily Mail, Dec. 6th. : j 

And another declaration coming from a French fighter, 
indicates that his country is more ready. to act on the 
prophecy of Joel iii. 9, 10, “ Beat your plowshares into 
swords, and your pruning hooks into spears.” hye 

a ee : TouLon, Dec. ‘sth. 

Vice-Admiral Fournier, commanding the Mediterranean Squadron, 
‘to-day, speaking at.a lunch to the maritime and naval authorities of 
the port, contrasted the calm displayed by the French Navy with the 
warlike transports indulged in by ceriain of their adversaries. 

To-day, added the speaker, France's first line of defence in the 
Mediterrauean was ready for combat, and could wait with confidence 
the issue of the events now shaping themselves round it. : 

“It would continue to make ready without let or pause in order to 
bring to naught the tactics o' the enemy, an achievement by no means 
im possible." — Daily Mail, Dec. 6. 7 : 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 


The editor of Light occasionally treats his readers to a 
sermonette, which, may possibly be thought by some 
of his audience to be eminently pious ; but to the instructed 
Christian, one who is built up on: his most holy faith, he 
will look upon it as mere pretentious phrasing, displaying 
the most profound ignorance of the subject. he'is writing 
about. He begins with a form of expression that he has 
borrowed from the book which, in former. numbers, has 
been declared to be “ not even consistent.” 


‘GOD KNOWS HIS OWN. 
It may be open to dispute, and perhaps always will 


` 


be, whetber 


` Spiritualism is, or is not a Religion; but tbere can be no question that 


a great deal of Religion can be extracted from Spiritualism,” 

There is also some other person who “ Knows his own” 
referred to in the book which ħe is not above drawing from 
when it is useful to adopt à little sanctimonious 
phraseology.” $ i 

“Extract religion!” There are many extracts about in 
these days, and the world’s history shows that religion has 
been extracted from those whose crimes and pollutions cry 
into heaven for vengeance to-day. We read’ of a people 
that “ extracted religion ” to suit themselves from the mere 
fact of being Abraham’s seed: To whom “ Jesus ‘answered, 
Ye neither know Me nor my Father ; if ye had known Me 
ye should have known my Father also.” ‘A little farther on 
in the same chapter, this awful sentence is pronounced 
against them by the same lips, ‘‘ Why do ye not understand 
my speech? Even because ye cannot hear my word. Ye 
are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye 
will do.” i ; l l l l 
“RAGING WAVES OF THE SEA, FOAMING OUT THEIR OWN 

SHAME,” ý are 

“ Perhaps the purest and most consoling of these results is the 
spirit's confidence that the Mighty Power we call* God’ is aware of us, 
that He cares for us, and that He will dispose of us. Indeed, we 
sometimes think that this alone is Religion: It is certainly its 
sublimest and happiest achievement. he great apostle must have 
felt this when he said, ‘The foundation of God standeth sure, having 
this seal ; The Lord knoweth them that are His.” Ht Wee 

“ We call God!” This is supposed to be forcible. No, . 
it is not we that call the being that created us, God. -It js 
Himself, and in these words, “I am God, and there is 
none else ; I am God, and there is none like me. .-. . 
My counsel shall stand, and I will doall my pleasure.” So,’ 
if the editor of Zrgh¢ does not like this, he had better take 
his case to a ‘‘higher court.” Scornful disdain and - 
cynical contempt is evidence of a condition ill at ease with 
its own arguments. ees i ' ' 
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On looking over some articles written by Spiritists we 
find the following testimony concerning it :— 

‘' The large mass of the Spiritualists are dogmatically anti-Christian 
—Christianity is an ‘old worn-out exploded error,’ an ‘ancient super- 
stition,’ an ‘obstruction in the way of the world’s progress,’ a 
‘ ridiculous delusion of the past,’ and so on to the end of the chapter.” 

Another extract: “No wonder that Christian men stand aloof and 
refuse to have anything to do with a cause which aims at overthrowing 


that Religion that has ushered in temporal civilization and eternal 


eace. 3 : 

It ıs for-the editor of Ligh? to say whether he repudiates 
these former writers, and the sentences taken from their 
own publications. If so; it only proves that Spiritism is 
_ mote anti-Christian. to-day than it was at that time. 

That it is so is becoming more evident as we near the 
day of His return, and as a proof we append the following 
advertisement taken from a recent number of Zight :— 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY, 

Containing the long-lost Lives of Jesus Christ and the Apostles, now 

recovered, and Primitive Christianity restored in the original Gospel of 

St. John, authentic and free from interpolation, with Spirit Portraits 

of St. Jobn, St. Peter, and St. John the Baptist, 
By Pror. J. Ropes BUCHANAN, z 
Author of the Sciences of Anthropology, Psychometry, 
Sarcognomy, &c. 
Showing the fraudulent origin of the New Testament, which has been 
detected by eminent theologians, but is still concealed 
2 fron: the public. 

And so, they speak evil of the things that they under- 

stand not ; and shall utterly perish in their own corruption.” 

Yès! There is plenty of ‘‘ Religion” in all this. There 
is even prayer, as is evidenced by the following extract from 
a prayer offered by Professor W. Chaney, in San José, 
California, before he commenced a debate with a Christian 
gentleman :— ; 

' “© Lucifer, bearer of light !...0 thou Monarch of the Bottomless 
Pit 1... Bless thy servant in his labours before thee. Fill his mouth 
with wotds of wisdom... that this audience may realize that thou art a 
ptayer-hearing and prayer-answering Devil.” 

As. one has truly said: “ When in the end of an age 
marked beyond all others: by light and blessing, we see 

. such darkness stealing over the minds of the people, and 
the one form of. wickedness which the Lord expressly 
declares that He will not tolerate, becoming so popular— 
not only in the two great Protestant countries, England and 

_ the United States, but over all the world, there is but one 
conclusion to which we ‘can ‘arrive, viz., that JUDGMENT 
scenes aré just at hand.” — Zhe Midnight Cry (p. 140). ` 
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REVIEWS. 


In the July number a notice was inserted that our 
space is too limited to allow of our giving much to 
reviews., For this reason some of the following public- 
ations can merely be noticed :— 


Golden Text Calender. . Alfred Holness, Paternoster 
Row, post 1s. 2d. ; compiled by M. S. H; 


- The Lord will Reign. By W. W. Fereday,-1s. Alfred 
' Holness. 


.: Golden Grain Pockel-book and Diary—Golden Grain 
Almanack; in large type'and small type. Gems of Gold, 
a series of booklets. A's People; or God's Promises for 
His Own ; 1d., James E. Hawkins, 36 Baker Street, W. 
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What Ritualists Teach the Young. C.J. Thynne, Gt. 
Queen Street, W.C., price 14s. per hundred. An excellent 
pamphlet exposing the terrible errors the Ritualists teach at 
the present time.. 


Suntit Spray from the Billows of Life. By M. A. 
Chaplin. G. Stoneman, Warwick Lane. 


Fire Ships, Fireworks, Fire Brands. By Stanley Martin, 
1s. nett, Stoneman, Warwick Lane. An excellent book 
for young people. Let them see at what a cost wè have 
gained our present liberties. i 


Pithy Points. By James Sprunt, G. Stoneman, Warwick 
Lane. This is intended to stimulate Bible study—can be 
commended for this purpose. 


Study of the Types. By Miss A. R. Habershon. Morgan 
and Scott, price 2s. 6d. Suggestions on the types gathered 
from many channels. Well worthy of careful study, as 
they are the outcome of patient labour. 


Helpful Half-hours with Dr. Neatby, 1s.; Pickering and 
Inglis, Glasgow; Bagster and Sons, London. ‘These 
addresses are most profitable reading, so much so that ex- 
tracts will be given as space can be spared in Things to 
Come. If these truths were more apprehended Christians 
would not be going about to “ get” something, but would 


- be resting in something they have got, and in what is 


already theirs. It is difficult to select, but here is one. 
“God has not set Adam the first on his feet again, God 
has cleared him for ever out of the way.” ‘ Thank God 
for it, when one knows by faith that he is ‘in Christ.’ O 
what obedience, what love, does God contemplate when 
He sees Christ! And you know He sees Christ when He 
sees me, because I am in Christ.” 
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Mc.K., Rev. J. B., Col. M., A. W., Mrs. E. C., Anon, 
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L. R. C., Old Reader, Mr. and Mrs. S., Mrs. T., Mr. T., 
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NOTICE. 


A friend has sent ‘an order to Dr. Bullinger for books 
(post-mark, Bromley; amount 3s.), but with no name or 
It is impossible, of course, for the books to be 
sent until we hear further. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


M.S., Shide. Figures of Speech will contain a full index 
of every text illustrated, so that readers and students may 


at any time readily see whether any particular passage is 


affected by a Figure or not. ` In many cases several Figures 
will be found involved in one single verse. 
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“ The Son of God is full of grace and truth,” and ‘out of 
His fulness have all we received ” (John i. 14-16). Thus 
Christ filleth “all in all.” He ascended that He might . 
‘All all things” (Eph. iv. ro). In chap. iii. 19, Paul 
prays that the saints ‘‘might be filled in all the fulness of 
God.” The fulness of God is in Christ, for “in Him 
“ is dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are 
BEEN ARE filled in Him” (Col. ii. 9, 10). The believer being in 
Christ, who is the Head, is “filled in all the fulness of 
God.” 

This is the believer’s standing according to the revelation 
of the mystery among the Gentiles; it is to the knowledge 
of this that Paul desires that the saints should attain ; it is 
for this that the Lord Jesus continues to give gifts to men, 
until we all come into the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ—no more 
children—but speaking the truth in love may grow up 
into Him, “all things”? who is the Head, Christ (Eph. iv. 
13-15). That through the truth spoken in love, the saints 
may apprehend that Christ the Head is “all things” to 
every member of His body, the church. That they may 
realize this fact. 

This blessed standing is the portion of every believer, of 
every one who by the Holy Spirit confesses Jesus to be the 
Lord (1 Cor. xii. 3) having been baptized by the Lord Jesus 
with the one Spirit into the One body (1 Cor. xii. 13). This 
blessing in the new Man, so put on (Gal. iii. 27), is apart 
from all distinction of nationality, or social position, or sex, 
or ordinances ; it belongs to the rude Barbarian equally 
with the polished Greek; to the wild Scythian as to the 
intelligent Jew; to the bond-servant as much as to his 
lord, to the female as to the male; all are one in Christ. 

These epistles show us the Divine estimate of the saints’ 
standing in union with the person of Christ, by the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit which He gives according to 
His words, in John iv. 14, and vil. 38, and xvi. 13-15. As 
is the Head, so are the members ;, because as He is, so 
are we in this world” (1 John iv. 17). 

The believers’ standing answers to the prayer of the 
Lord Jesus in John xvii. 23. “Iin them and Thou in Me, 
that they may be made perfect in one.” A present standing 
in infinite grace, to be manifested in glory, when “the 
world shall know that Thou hast loved them as Thou hast 
loved Me.” Paul's object in these epistles is “to present 
every man perfected in Christ: accepted in the Beloved,” 
the Son of the Father in truth and in love. This end is to 
be accomplished by speaking the truth in love—for the 
growth of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

The power to effect this is, “the Spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Him;” the saints being 
strengthened by the Father, “with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man: that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith.” 


TS expression “all in all” is elliptical. The figure 
of speech here used is fully explained and exem- 
plified, as used throughout Scripture, in “ Figures of Speech,” 
a new work by Dr. Bullinger, now in course of publication. 

In supplying the words omitted in the “ellipsis” the sense 
must be completed, wherever the ellipsis occurs, in strict 
accordance with the nature of the subject and the context. 

The word “all,” being an adjective, must have a noun 
or pronoun to which it refers; what that noun or pronoun 
must be, will be indicated by the number, gender, and 
case in which the adjective is used, and also by the context, 

1 Cor, xii. 6: “ There are diversities of operations, but 
itis the same God which worketh ‘all in all?” ‘‘ All these 
worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit” (ver. 11). 

Here it is the same God that worketh all (‘Aese gifts) 
in all (the members of Christ's body): what these gifts are, 
and who these members are, is fully explained in the 
immediate context. See verses 4-31. 

This Scripture teaches that every manifestation of 
divine life and activity, in any or all of the members of the 
one body of Christ, is by the operation of the one Spirit 
dwelling in all the members. 

Eph. i. 22-23: “And gave Him to be Head over all 
to the church, which is His body, the fulness of Him 
that filleth ‘all in all?” Here we must read: “that filleth 
(or supplies fully) all (spiritual gifts and graces) in all (the 
members of His body), Compare chapter iv. 10-13. Al 
supply is from the Head (ver. 16). . 

Col. iii. 11: “There is neither Greek nor Jew, circum- 
cision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond zur 
free: but Christ ‘all and in all?” Here the Greek is 
slightly different from the other occurrences, but it is still 
elliptical ; and the sense must be completed thus:—In the 
new man ‘there is neither Greek nor Jew, &c.,” but Christ 
(the Head is) all (¢Ainys to the body, for He is the Life, 
ver. 4) and in all (Ze members). Paul says, * Christ liveth in 
me” (Gal. ii. 20). ‘Christ in you the hope of glory” 
(Col. i. 27). The pronoun is used in the first, second, and 
third person to express the indwelling of Christ * in all” 
His members. Paul says, “in me” and ‘in you,” the 
Lord said, “in them.” The Head is ‘all things” to the 
body, for not only is He the Life (ver. 3 and 4), but “in 
Him” are “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” 
(chap. ji, 3). The whole life and intelligence is in Him, the 
Head, 
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Quickened together with Christ, raised up together with 
Him, baptized by Him with the Holy Spirit, they have put 
on Christ the One New Man; risen from the dead, having 
put off the old man in His death and burial. 

The New Man is God's creation, and all things are of 
God (2 Cor. v. 18), created in righteousness, and holiness 
of truth; renewed in knowledge after the image of Him 
that created him. As Christ (personal) js the image of the 
invisible God, so every new creature in Christ (mystical) bears 
the image of the Creator. Christ is his righteousness, his 
sanctification, and the eternal life within him is the know- 
ledge of God and of Jesus Christ as sent of God. The 
Spirit of God dwells in him, the Spirit of power and of love 
and of a sound mind (2 Tim. i. 7). Christ is “all things” 
being the Head, to those who are His body ; not only as 
regards spiritual things, but as regards visible things also, 
for Christ in His death on the cross is their circumcision ; in 
His burial is their baptism ; and in His resurrection is their 
life. There is neither circumcision, nor uncircumcision, 
but “Christ is all and in all” (Col. iii. 11). 

The body derives its position and character from the 
Head. The Lord Jesus spoke of His body (personal) as the 
temple of God, so the body of Christ (mystical) is declared 
to be the temple of God. The building of which Paul, 
through the grace of God, laid the foundation (1 Cor. iii. 10) 
groweth unto an holy temple inthe Lord. It is for this 
growth that the ascended Lord continues to give gifts to 
men, evangelists, pastors, and teachers ; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the building 
up of the body of Christ. It is by having nourishment 
ministered from the Head (Col. ii. 19), that the whole body 
groweth with the increase of God. 

Personal relationship and official standing are not the 
subjects of growth. Sonship can only exist by birth or by 
adoption. Citizenship can only be possessed by inheritance 
or by being conferred ; neither is the result of growth. A 
servant may become a son, adopted by his lord: An alien 
may become a citizen, and from a citizen may be made a 
member of the royal household: but in all these cases the 
new standing or the new relationship is the result of gift, 
not of growth. Growth is in stature from childhood to 
manhood, and in intelligence through increased knowledge 
of what one’s true relationship and actual standing really 
are, 

It is this growth in knowledge that Paul, by the Spirit of 
God, so earnestly desires for the saints. That by the know- 
ledge of the Son of God they may be no longer children, 
but may grow up into Christ; may understand that Christ 
the Head is “all things ” to the members of His body. If 
the Head is crowned as king, all His members are royal: 
if the Head is anointed as Priest, all His members are 
holy : every member is a partaker of every honour given to 
the Head, simply by virtue of the fact of union with Him 
in life. 

For this growth in knowledge Paul prays that the Spirit 
ot wisdom and revelation may be given to them (Eph. i. 17), 
“for the knowledge of Him,” that they may know what is 
the hope of His calling and what the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints; that they may know the love 
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of Christ which passeth knowledge (chap. iii. 19). That 
they may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding—and increasing in the 
knowledge of God (Col. i. 9-10). 

In Col. iii. 1, Paul expresses how great conflict he has for 
the saints “and for as many as have not seen my face in 
the flesh.” (This last expression includes ourselves to-day) 
“that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together 
in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of under- 
standing, to the acknowledgement (or exact knowledge) 
of “the mystery of God.” Then having declared the 
completeness of the believers in Christ as regards 
ordinances, they being risen in and with Him, in chap. iii, 
11, he proclaims “ Christ all and in all,” and then addresses 
the saints in language proper to Christ personally; He is 
the elect of God, the Holy One, and the Beloved One ; the 
saints are addressed as elect of God, holy'and beloved. 
Words cannot more forcibly express the vital union of the 
Head and the members of the body, the blessed standing 
of the saints in Christ, as made meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light. Let us not forget that all flows from the 
eternal purpose of the Father, “the mystery of His will,” 
Eph. i. 9 through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
‘in whom we have redemption through His blood ” (ver. 7) 
and by the Spirit of His grace and of truth, received out of 
His fulness who is full of grace and truth, the Son of the 
Father in truth and love. , 

The Epistle closes with the prayer of Epaphras, that the 
saints ‘‘ may stand perfect and complete in all the will of 
God.” The standing of the saints is in all the will of God; 
in all that Christ came todo. “Lo I come to do thy will 
O God,” and which He perfectly fulfilled in His death, that 
one offering whereby He hath perfected for ever them that 
are sanctified. To stand perfect and complete in all the 
will of God, is to apprehend our perfect acceptance before 
God in the perfection of the offering of His beloved Son, 
who through the Eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot 
to God. To apprehend by faith all that God has made 
Christ to be for us in His presence, what we are made 
towards God in Christ, and Christ in us the hope of glory. 
“ Christ all and in all.” 

The practical application is, “ I, therefore the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, 
with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love; 
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace.” 

1 Cor. xv. 28. And when all things shall be subdued 
unto Him, then shall the Son also Himself be subject unto 
Him that put all things under Him, that God may be “all 
in all.” The word ravra occurs six times in the 27th and 
28th verses, and is in each case translated correctly “all 
things” except in this last occurrence. We have no liberty 
to change the translation here. It must be “all things,” 
and to complete the sense we must render it, that God may 
be (over) “all things ” in all (places) se. over all beings in 
all parts of the universe. 

When the whole work is accomplished for which the Son 
of God became man, and for which all things are put under 
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His feet, then the Son will deliver up the kingdom to the 
Father ; the new creation will shew in its completeness that 
God is “all in all.” The whole work of regeneration, from 
the quickening of those dead in trespasses and sins to the 
final manifestation of the glory of God in the New Creation 
in its entirety, will be manifestly the work of God and of 
God only, through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all, and by the power of the Holy Spirit, The 
eternal purpose of the Father, through the Son, by the 
Holy Spirit. Then it shall be fully manifested that “all 
things are of God.” God the Creator of all things shall 
reign over “all things,” and be glorified “in all” the 
works of His hands. 


The Holy Spirit worketh ‘‘all things in the members of 
Christ”; the power whereby He will subdue all things to 
Himself. 


Christ the Head is “all things” to His members, for 
acceptance in the Beloved, for access to the Father, and for 
fitness for His presence. 


In the New Creation “all things” are of God, who gave 
His only-begotten Son, who made Him to be a Sin offering, 
who raised Him from the dead, who put all things under 
Him, and gave Him to be Head over “all things ” to the 
church which is His body. God shall be all in all. 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 
Third paper. 


The first part of the second half of the great Doctrinal 


Division E, (v. 12—viii. 39). 
(Continued from page 76). 
By Dr. BuLLINGER. 


E come now to consider the last half of the great 
Doctrinal division of the Epistle to the Romans 
(v. 12—viii, 39) which is indicated in the structure (page 
64) by the letter E ; and we shall have first to discover its 
own peculiar structure; so that we may see its scope, ôe., 
its great central aim and design, and the points to which 
this directs our attention. Then we shall be in a position 
to understand its statements and its words. 


As this is the most important portion of the whole, we 
shall have to.examine it with great minuteness, and seek to 
make it as plain as possible. 
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EXPANSION OF E (v. 12—viii. 39). 
SIN 


The old nature—the old Tree itself. 
v. 12-21. Condemnation to death through a single 


sin (Tò ropdrtwyu) of one man; but justifying 


Elv 


unto life through a single righteous act 

(7d Scxatwpya) of one man. 

w | vi. r-vii. 6. We are not in sin, because we 
died with Christ. 

w | vii. 7-25. Sin is in us, though we are risen 
with Christ. 


v | viii. 1-39. ‘No condemnation” to those who 

` | are alive unto God in Christ Jesus, and in whom 
is the mveiipa ypioro (pneuma Christou), or the 
new nature, because of condemnation of sin in 
the flesh. 

From this we get a view of the whole division, and the 
four parts of which it is composed. 

The great point for us to notice in it is, that we no longer 
read of SINS; but only of SIN. That is to say, it is not 
now the products of the flesh (#.e., the old nature)—but the 
old nature itself: it is no longer the fruits of the tree, but the 
old tree itself. These two are called by various names. 

The old nature is, called ‘‘sin,” “the flesh,” “the body 
of sin,” “the body of this death” (#.¢., this mortal, dying 
body), “the carnal mind,” ete. 


The new nature, which is imparted, is called “ spirit,” 
“the spiritual mind,” “ the inward man,” “Christ in you,” 
 wvetpa Oot (pneuma theou) Divine spirit,” “wvetpa ypurrod 
(pneuma Christou) Christ-spirit (viii. 9). | This does not 
mean the Holy Spirit, for there is no article. It is literally 
“spirit of Christ,” or as we have expressed it, “ Christ- 
spirit.” The next verse (viii. 10) puts the meaning in 
another form, going on to the conclusion which flows from 
the statement—‘‘and if Christ be in you, the body [pér, 
indeed] is dead because of sin; but the spirit (the new 
nature) is life because of righteousness.” This Christ- 
spirit must be in us as the Holy Spirit's creation before He 
can bear witness with it. It is this “ Christ-spirit” which 
is the great subject of viii, 1-15: and “spirit” in these 
verses should be spelt with a small “s;” and not with a 
capital “S” till the Holy Spirit is spoken of in verse 1¢ 
(as we shall see when we reach chap. viii.). 

But we are anticipating: only, however, because of the 
importance of distinguishing, all through this portion, 
between ‘‘flesh,” or the old nature, on the one hand, which 
is spoken of as “sin ” ; and " spirit,” which is spoken of as 
the new nature, #.e., Divine nature. 

The subject of this whole section therefore, after stating 


„the facts as to the entrance of sin and death by one man, 


Adam, goes on to deal with the wondrous effects of the 
Lord’s death and resurrection upon “sin,” and the effects 
of the communication of the new nature (s.¢., ‘the spirit of 
life which is in Christ Jesus ”) to the believer, giving him 
power to walk in the newness of this life. So that, as 
Christ “died unto sin,” so does he in “spirit” live ‘unto 
God.” 

This last section is, as we have before said, sudyeciive, and 
refers to Christ in us (i.e, identification with us); whereas 
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in the former section ( i. 16—v. 11), it is Christ for us (i.e. 
substitution, instead of us). 

Now let us look at the four members separately. We 
have underlined them above by the letters “ v,” “w,” “w” 
and "yo" :— : 
EXPANSION QF “v” (CHAP.V. 12-21). 

The first man and the second. 


v {| aļc|ırz. By one man’s “sin” (1) åpapria hee 
hamartia), all sinned, and death passed upon 

all. l 
d ] 13. Sin not imputed where there is 

no law. 
f e |14. The reign of death. 
b | 15. Not as by one sin, so 
the gracious gift. 
6 | 16,17. Not as by one man, 
| so the gracious gift. 

a | ¢ | 18,19. By one man’s righteous act 


(Sixaiwna, dikatoma) many made righteous 
(and the counterpart). 

d |2o. Sin imputed when law came 
(and the counterpart). 
21. The reign of sin and death 
(and the counterpart). 


e 


Now this beautiful structure, instead of needing further 
explanation, really explains to us the great mysteries con- 
cerning the entrance and consequences of “sin” and 
“death by Adam on the one hand, and of life and 
righteousness by Christ on the other. 

We must notice that in all these structures the corres 
ponding letters (roman and ifa/ic) belong to and mark 
corresponding subjects: so that, for example “c” and “e” 
not only correspond as to the subject, but are consecutive 
as to argument, all between them being practically in a 
parenthesis. And so with the other letters and verses. 

Consequently, chap. v. 12 reads on to verses 18, 19, with 
which its corresponds ; overleaping verses 13-17. Indeed 
these verses (13-17) are actually put in a parenthesis in the 
A.V. :— 

12. Wherefore, just as (verse 12 commences the struc- 
ture, and is, therefore, the introduction of the first member of 
the comparison; the second being stated in the member 
corresponding with it in verse 18; it is not the conclusion 
of what has been already said) by one man SIN (^e., in 
itself, and in the sinful nature which it originated in us) 
came into the world, and by means of sin (as the 
appointed penalty, Gen. ii. 17; iii. 19), death; and 
thus (by this connection of sin and death) death 
extended (passed through) unto all men because all 
sinned (in Adam, and were born in sin. Compare Gen. 
i. 27 with v.3) . [here comes in the parenthesis, 
verses 13-17, and then the second member of the compari- 
son is continued in verse 18]. . . . 

18. Consequently, then as by means of one 
act of transgression (this must be the meaning, accord- 
ing to the A.V. margin and R.V. text, s.e., one transgression, 
not one man, because it would be in direct opposition to 
verse 17, where we have the word ¢rds (enos) three times, 


and each time with the article; to show that it there means 
one wan, in contrast with this verse 18, where the article 
is purposely omitted, so as to exclude the man, and guide 
us to the true meaning). Judgment came upon all men 
unto condemnation (or sentence of condemnation, i.e., 
death) ; so by one righteous act also (ż.e., the obedience 
of Christ in ‘death, referred to in verse 19) grace came 
upon all men to a justifying issue fraught with 
life. (As in verse 12 we have two evils, “sin” and 
“death,” so we have, in verse 18, the two corresponding 
but opposite blessings, wz.- “justifying” and “life” as 
the act and gift of God, while in verse 19, we have the 
same two blessings in their operations as regards ourselves). 
For as by the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the 
many were constituted sinners; so, too, by the 
obedience (.¢., the obedient righteous act explained in verse 
18) of the one (Christ) the many will be constituted 
righteous. 

Similarly, verses 13 and 20 must be read together con- 
secutively. Also verse 14 with 21. 

But we have omitted these, because verse 12 with verses 18 
and 19, as rendered above, are the important portion. The 
Greek: is elliptical as to its grammar, perfect as to its 
structure, and precise as to its employment of words. 

It was the one act of the one man that brought in sin, and 
involved the penalty, death. It was the one act of the 
one man that paid that penalty. The words S:xaiwpa 
(dtkatéma) and Sixeiwots (dikatésis) must be carefully 
distinguished in verse 18. Failure in distinguishing them 
leads to failure in apprehension of their teaching. These 
are not the words of Paul, but of the Holy Spirit. They 
are therefore chosen with absolute perfection, and employed 
‘with the utmost precision. The whole argument turns on 
their technical use. ; 

The word Stxatootvy (dikatosunee) righteousness, denotes 
the guatity or attribute of righteousness. As God's 
righteousness it is the word which marks the condition of 
those who are accepted by God, in Christ. . 

Sixaiwors (dikaiðsis) justifying, denotes the action of the 
judge in declaring or pronouncing or recognizing a person 
as Sixacos (dikaios) right or just, as he should be. The 
termination -crs, (-sts) marks the action as in progress, just 
as our English termination “-ing” does. Justifying is, 
therefore, the meaning of the word in the only two places 
where it occurs, once in each of the two sections of this 
division, viz: in chap. iv. 25, Christ “ was raised for our 
justifying,” denoting the activity of God in justifying: and in 
this chap. v. 18, through the Sicafwya (dikaiðma) or righteous 
act of Christ, a Sccatwors (dikaiosis) or justifying action of 
the judge pronounces the sinner just, and confers life; 
thus reversing the penalty of death (compare v. 12). 

In verse 18 Stxatwpa (dikaiôma) is set in contrast with 
Sixaiwors (dikaiosis)ų Now the termination -pa (ma) 
denotes the thing done, the result or product of whatever the 


* For example—from the verb mpdcow (prasso) to do, we have 
mpå (praxis) the doing, and ™paypa (pragma) the thing done. 

From Tow (poico) to make, we have moines (poteesi's) the makings 
and Toia (poseema) the thing made, etc., ete, 
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denotes a justifying, the other (dikasoma denotes the just or 
right thing that is done. 


No uniform rendering will therefore be sufficient for the 
translation of Sixacwua, (dikaiðma), because it depends in 
each case on what the righteous act or thing is, that is 
done. The context alone can decide what righteous act it is. 
We give the five occurrences of the word in this Epistle :—* 
© i 32, “Who knowing the judgment, (ie. the righteous 
sentence) of God” concerning those who commit certain 
sins. ` 

ii, 26. “If the uncircumcision keep the righteousness 
(ie. the righteous requirements) of the law.” 

v. 16. “The free gift is after many offences unto 
justification” se. a righteous acquittal. 

viii. 4. “That the righteousness (se. the righteous 
requirements) of the law might be fulfilled in us.” 

Now the meaning of the word is perfectly clear from the 
way in which the Holy Spirit uses it in all these passages. 
It cannot be different in the verse we are considering, 
ver. 18: “Even so, by the righteous act of one man also, 
grace came unto all men to a justifying issue fraught 
with life” and thus undoing the one disobedient act 
that introduced death (ver. 12). 

We know what the one act of Adam was: but the 
question now is, What was the one righteous act of Christ? 
In the next verse it is called His “obedience” in contrast 
to the one act of Adam’s disobedience. What was Christ's 
great act of obedience? We have the Divine answer— 
“He became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross ” (Phil. ii. 8). That was the extent to which His 
obedience went, paying the penalty of sin. That was the 
great propiatory act which ‘God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood” (iii. 25), which is 
the corresponding member and subject which is being here 
explained. 

The attempt to get rid of this great central truth, or to 
minimize it, is one of the saddest blots on man’s ‘‘theology”’. 
Here we have.the death and bloodshedding of Christ set 
forth as the one ground on which God can justity us 
and constitute us righteous in His own righteousness. 
Righteousness does not come by law-keeping as Gal. iii. 21 
so emphatically declares. 

“For if there had been a law given, which could have 
given life, verily righteousness should have been the law.” 
Therefore it could not have come to us by Christ’s law. 
keeping apart from His death and blood-shedding. Christ's 
obedience formed His own righteousness, in order to give 


*It occurs five times elsewhere (or ten times in all): viz., 

Luke i. 6. “Walking in all the commandments and ordinances 
(i.e. the righteous reguirements ordained) of the Lord, blameless. 

Heb. ix. 1. ‘* Then verily the first covenent had also ordinances 
(i.e. righteous requirements) of Divine service. 

Heb. ix. 10. ‘* Which stood only in meats and drinks, and 
divers washings and carnal ordinances (.¢., righteous reguirements, 
margin, rifles or ceremonies). 

Rev. xv. 4. "For thy judgments (é.¢., thy righteous judgments) 
are made manifest. 

Rev. xix. 8. *' The fine linen is the righteousness (s.¢., are the 
righteous awards) of the saints,” s.¢., not their own righteousness, but 
the award given to the saints. 
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virtue to His sacrifice ; for the sacrifice must be “ without 
spot or blemish.” It was not the spotlessness of the 
sacrifice which made the atonement, but its blood. ‘ The 
wages of sin (not sins) is death:” and life can come now 
only through death; and, Christ having died, the gift of 
God—eternal life comes to us through that death ; and our 
righteousness comes through Christ’s death, and not “ by 
the law ;” not by His law-keeping but by His suffering the 
penalty of ‘the law and receiving in His own person “the 
wages of sin,” that we might have life through his death, 
and not through His life. ` 

If Christ’s obedience during His life was our obedience, 
then we stand as He stood. And if so why did He die? 
How could there be any penalty? Penalty for what? If 
He fulfilled all righteousness and His people stand before 
God as Christ stood, how could there possibly be any 
penalty? Christ did not die for Himself as we are plainly 
told. He died for others—for us: but if we ‘fulfilled all 
righteousness” in Him, why should He have died for us. 

No! His obedience in life gave virtue and efficacy to 
His sacrifice, and His death gives us righteousness. We 
begin with Him in iii, 24, 25, at, and as, the mercy seat; 
and then we see how, after that (in chap. v. 18, 19), the 
glory of His person gave perfection to His work, and all is 
given to us in Him. 

If Scripture teaches us anything it teaches us this, that 
the only title to acceptance with God, is in and by the 
sacrifice of Christ once and for ever offered on the Cross. 

We are accepted in all His acceptableness, but only by 
imputation. The justifying of Rom. v. 18, comes through 
the propitiation “in his blood” as stated in iii. 25 and v. 9. 
All the value of His obedience centres in His death. 
This is the meritorious ground on which alone we can 
stand in righteousness before God. 


JEREMIAH IN IRELAND: A BRITISH- 
ISRAEL AND BRITISH-EPHRAIM FICTION. 


By ARTHUR Rowan FAIRFIELD. 


LL who are in any measure familiar with these two 
A rival off-shoots of the old Anglo-Istael of the 
Forties, know that each platform contains a similar plank of 
the very first importance, in the shape of this brand-new 
fiction—for, to give it the name of “myth” would be to 
allow it to have what is absolutely lacking, viz., a basis of 
genuine Irish legend or tradition. 

It is to the effect that the prophet Jeremiah ended his 
mission under the guise of the Manu or Solon of the Gaelic 
race in Ireland—the King-Judge called Ollamh, Fodhla 
(Eochaidh IV.), after having himself performed a marriage 
ceremony between a daughter of Zedekiah—the Tea-Zephi 
of the fable—and the Irish monarch, Heremon, son of 
Milesius, on the latter consenting to conform to the 
Decalogue. Under Jeremiah’s teachings the blood-stained 
cult of the Druids, becomes a kind of modified Law of 
Moses ; the Ark of the Covenant and Jacob's Pillow are 
brought by him, while his last act is to bury the Shekinah 
under the Rath called Cathair Crofinn, Tara Hill, Co. 
Meath, l 
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This pitiful trash, which lacks the humour of Aice in 
Wonderland, and has no better evidential basis than 
Gullivers Travels, shall have short shriftat our hands. The 
worst feature in the whole case is the discreditable fact that 
from Chancellor Hanan, one of the joint Editors of British- 
Israel Truth, downward, every Identitist parades the brand- 
new fiction as if it were based upon a genuine and ancient 
Irish legend. 

It is admittedly the basis of the connection of our reign- 
ing dynasty with the kingdom of Judah, and the line of 
David, insisted on by both schools of Identity-belief. For 
the Rev. R. Douglas will, no doubt, endorse the words of 
the late Colonel, the Hon. O. G. Lambart. :—“ Once con- 
nect Ollam Fola with the prophet Jeremiah (for which 
opinion I, with most of those who have read Mr. Glover's 
work, consider that he has brought forward unassailable 
presumptive evidence), and we get a clue to all we wish to 
obtain.” : 

This is virtually the official view of British-Israel; since, 
it is republished, after the writer’s death, in their monthly 
organ, The Covenant People, 1898, page 81. Then, the 
fiction is reaffirmed in Srttish-[srael Truth, 6th edition, 
1898, appendix B. 

Utterly baseless as it is, this fond thing vainly imagined, 
is only a little older than the late Mr. Dodson’s delightful 
nonsense. No human being had ever dreamed of it before the 
late Rev. F. R. A. Glover (mentioned by Colonel Lambart) 
gave it to the world in his England, the Remant of Judah 
and the Ephraim of Israel, London, 1861. The idea of 
making Jeremiah appear on the Hill of Tara in company 
with “the beautiful Tea-Tephi,” was obviously suggested 
to the inventor’s mind by a ridiculous scene, which he 
found in perhaps the most disreputable, and quite the 
clumsiest literary forgery of the century. This book, 
which professes to be ‘‘a translation from ancient MSS. in 
the Pheenician Dialect of the Scythian language,” which 
the fabricator pretended were muniments of his royal race, 
is the Chronicles of Eri, by Roger Conner (falsely calling 
himself O'Connor) London, 1822. The author’s record 
was of the blackest. He was a fraudulent trustee; a 
robber (by means of arson) of an Insurance Company ; a 
highwayman, who stopped and plundered a mail coach in 
Co. Meath; an atheist; anda United Irishman. But while 
he tookallsorts of otherliberties with Irish history, he roundly 
denied that the Coronation Stone of Westminster is the Irish 
Lia Fail or “ Stone of Destiny,” and never dreamt of Jere- 
miah or a daughter of Zedekiah on Irish ground. 

THE RECORD OF THE AUTHENTIC SOURCES. 

These are two very ancient books—the Book of Lecan 
(not printed) and Chronicles of Clonmacnoise; Then we 
have Zhe Annals of the Four Masters, Dublin, 1850, ete. ; 
The Cambrensis Eversus by Bishop Lynch, Dublin, 1848 ; 
A General History of Ireland, by Geoffrey Keating, London, 
1723 and Dublin, 1809, etc.; Ogygia, by Roderick 
O'Flaherty, Dublin, 1793. There are also fragments of 
lost works, to most of which these writers had access. 

There is an absolute consensus among all the standard 
histories, as to Heremon (the supposed husband of Zede- 
kiah’s daughter) and Oam Fodh/a (or Eochaidh IV.), the 
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Jeremiah of this fiction, having reigned as kings of Ireland, 
nearly four centuries apart. 

The four standard writers use three diverse systems of 
chronology, according to which, the dates are as follows :— 
The Four Masters, and Lynch (Septuagint Chronology). 
Heremon 3502 A.M. = 1700 B.C 
Ollamh Fodhla 3882 A.M. = 1320 B.C, 

Keating (Usher’s Chronology). 

Heremon 2737 AM. 
Ollamh Fodhla 3082 A.. 

O'Flaherty, using Scaliger’s Chronology, makes Heremon 
a contemporary of Rehoboam, and Ollamh Fodhla a con- 
temporary of Hezekiah. 

Now Jeremiah’s real dates are :—Commencement of his 
ministry (fourteenth year of Josiah), 3375 A.M.; and the 
destruction of Jerusalem, 3416 A.M. 

It will be seen that the dates for the two more or (ess 
nebulous Irish monarchs and the Bible dates are hundreds 
of years out. 

But these facts presénted no difficulties to Mr Glover, 
who had gauged his public rightly. Whatever he might 
say, no Identitist would ever verify. So he boldly asserted 
that a// these standard sources which agree to keep the two 
reigns centuries asunder, actually treat Heremon and his 
twentieth successor (for such Ollamh Fodhla is) as one and 
the same individual, under the absurd name of * Eochaidh- 
Ollam-Fola-Herimonn-Ardri.” 

Having snvented this tangled web, his next step was to 
pretend to unravelit. This was not the name of one man, 
he said, but the names of two men: Aking and his minister 
or prophet. The first was the Irish king “Eochaidh- 
Herimonn-Ardri.” The second was Jeremiah, the Hebrew 
Olam-Fola, or “ wonderful seer.”* : 

For a bold reassertion of this conclusion drawn from a 
major premiss of untruth and a minor premiss of folly and 
false etymologies see page 177 of British-Lsrael Truth, ed., 
1898. 

HOW “TEA-TEPHI” WAS FORGED. 

No such name as this is found in any Irish source. But 
each of its two themes, as the name of a different woman, 
is found in some lays of undoubted antiquity. 

Tea is the wife of Heremon whom he marries in Spain, 
after ruthlessly repudiating a previous wife, Odhbhay with 
the approval of Jeremiah (?) She is the daughter of 
Lughaidh, son of Ith, son of Breogan, her husband’s 
Spanish grandfather, and dies in Ireland. 

Tephi or Tef, is the daughter ot Cino Bachtir, son 
of Birreuch, king of Brigantia, in Spain. She marries 
Canthon, son of Caithmend, king of Britain, where she 


* Mr. Glover dubbles also with etymology. Ie mukes Ollamh to be the 
Hebrew Olam which means eternity, But for l'odhia he goes to the Celtic, and 
Gives revealer or revealing us the meaning (sec page 21 of Kuylund the Remnont, 
etc.). Now in this there isa double fraud. For (1) he drops the phonetio pro- 
nunciation, whero mh is pronounced e (olur), und gives a Flobrew word which hus 
the m (Olam); and (2) he adopts the phonetic pronunciation Fola (instead of 
Fadhla), aud given a Celtic meaning. Cuvccrning this it is noceasary to remark 
thut the Standard Celtic Dictionaries give F'ola as meaning u little while, or a gare 
ment, while the words for revealing and rereuler bear not the slightest similarity 
either of spelling or sound (reveal =a nvchet, soilaig; while revouler is nochdadohir, 
Juilaigtevir), British-Ieruel Truth (page 177) gives currency to this double fraud 
(Editor, Things ta Come), 


t The Four Masters ed. 1850, vol. 1, page 31; which gives 
Book of Lecan und Chronicles of Clonmacaoise. f P Kocountaof:tlie 
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dies. Her body is returned to Spain for burial; and ¢here 
her tomb is seen, and so greatly admired by Zea, the wife 
of Heremon, that she has one built for herself at Tara, 
on the model of it, and there she lies buried. 

No daughter of Zedekiah could be made out of either 
of these women, much less out of both, by using the 
Bardic sources for their story, honestly. But Mr. Glover 
did not use them honestly. Getting his Zea-Zephi by 
printing one of them, taken from notes, pp. 294,295 of 
Connellan’s edition of Zhe Four Masters, Dublin, 1846, in 
the following form:--Seven whole verses, and some 
lines of other verses, out of a total of, eighteen, are 
omitted; and a verse, of his own composition, is inter- 
polated. The excluded matter is just that which contains 
the real data as to the British Queen Tephi being a 
diferent woman to the Irish Queen Zea. The broad 
result is the Zea-cum-Tephi, of whom Identitists do not 
shrink from speaking as “the chosen of the Al- 
mighty,” and “the sole surviving lineal descendant of 
Davids at the time of the Babylonish captivity. Such 
language, applied to the outcome of a literary forgery of a 
very ugly kind, must be condemned by all as being what 
is little short of blasphemy. 

How Mr. Glover got the “ Ark of the Covenant ” and 
‘‘Jacob’s Pillow ” to Ireland; and how Professor Totten 
expands and improves on the original fiction we propose 
to tell in our ensuing number. 
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We cannot hold ourselves responsible for every expression of the respective 
speakers. Many things with which we muy not wholly agree ure inserted as being 
either suggestive or worthy of conviderativn. 


LOOKING FOR THE LORD. 
By Dr. NEATBY. 


(At the Gloucester Conference, 13th December, 1894). 


WILL take the last two verses in the third chapter of 


Philippians as the basis of what I have to say. 
our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we 


look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall ; 


change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
His glorious body, according to the working whereby He 
is able even to subdue all things to Himself. 

This represents both our calling and our hope. Our 
calling is to be a heavenly people; our hope is a heavenly 
Saviour. You cannot have the one, fully, without the other. 
The hope is a part of the calling. The Coming of the Lord 
for the Church is no part of prophecy. Prophecy refers to 
earthly events. You can satisfy yourself of the fact in 
looking at any of the great prophets, e.g., Daniel, the Image 
and the Beasts; Jeremiah and Isaiah both speak of the 
earth; Prophecy constantly has to do with the earth. The 

` Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to receive us to Himself 
has nothing to do with prophecy. It has nothing to do 
with the earth, but with heaven, ‘From whence also we 
look for the Saviour.” It is as Saviour He comes in order 
to finish the blessed work that He has commenced. The 


"Bee The Covenant Jeople, Nov. inig, poge 170; Gur Lace, ote., 1890 page 187, 


j “I am going away.” 
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“For | 
| house for all the children. 


' for the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour.” 
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events on earth will run their course; but we are not look- 
ing for events, we are looking for Christ from heaven. 
“ Our conversation is in heaven—that is our citizenship, or 
our commonwealth, I think the r.v. gives it. Christians, 
saints of God now, are a people that belong to heaven ; 
but sent down as Christ was sent down to do His 
will on earth for a little while, and at the proper 
moment, held in the hands of God, they will be taken 
away from the earth to which they do not belong. They 
as little belong to it, as to their calling, as Christ did. He 
came into this world to do the will of God in the perfect 
sacrifice of Himself to which you and I owe everything. 
He testified that the deeds of this world were evil. He 
had no place to lay His head init. And Christians, when 
they lose the hope of the Lord’s return, lose too their un- 
worldly character, and seek in proportion to the absence of 
the “hope” to make themselves comfortable in this world. 
“ Our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we look 
Now the blessed 
Lord in going away, left us the hope of His return in the 
most blessed, yet simple language that you can‘ conceive. 
“ I go to prepare a place for you, and if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto 
myself.” ‘I love the simplicity of this. Some feel a diffi- 
culty as to arranging the truths connected with the second 
advent. But here there can.be no difficulty. Christ says 
He went. ‘‘If I go to prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, etc.” He goes to the 
Father’s house. ‘In my Father’s house are many man-* 
sions.” It is heaven, no doubt; but He does not call it 
heaven. He calls it ‘‘ His Fathers house.” He is going 
to prepare a place for other children besides the first-born 
inthe Father’shouse. Heis going there “to prepare a place” 
where He has gone, as Son of God, for other “ sons,” f e., for 
those that are made children of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus, children of His sovereign grace. He is there 


| preparing our place, that is to say, His appearance there is 
the taking possession of the Father’s house in the name of 


the children. The same thing occurs in connection with 


j the entering of Christ into the Holy place when it is a ques- 


tion of accomplished redemption, and of worshippers 
entering, according to the value of the blood, into the 
presence of a holy God. He enters the Holiest with His 
own blood. In the title of the precious blood which He 
presents, He enters as our representative. ' 

So here in John He is the Son going back to the Father, 
and He presents Himself to take possession of the Father's 
As for Himself, His title is un- 
disputed ‘ From everlasting to everlasting!” But He takes 
possession for the “ many sons” God is bringing to glory. 
“If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and receive you unto myself.” Now when Christ comes to 
take the kingdom He has much to do with Antichrist and: 
the Beast, and the Assyrian. But there is nothing of Anti- 
christ and the Beast here, thank God. It is simply a 
question of His coming again personally as He went; of 
His coming to receive His saints to be with Him where He 
is. His object ts to receive the Church. 

Now there is one question of great importance. How is 
it that the hope of Christ’s return has so little power upon 
the Church of God to-day? My brethren, I can tell you. 
The reason is the want of communion with the earth-rejected 
and heaven-honoured Christ. If we had every day in 
our souls, real fellowship, heart-fellowship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ: if we knew more of what it is to walk by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself 
for me, we could not Ae/p waiting for Him. If Christ were 
that to the soul which He was to St. Paul, if it were a deep, 
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present reality that He loved me, that He gave Himself for 
me ; that in His hour of woe He looked right down to me 
through the ages ; that Z was before His eye when He took 
that awful cup from the hands of His Father, which could 
be drunk only as forsaken of His God, we should be joy- 
fully waiting day by day for Christ. Ah, if Christ had 
more hold of our hearts His coming would be more a 
necessity to our souls. That is what we want. We do not 
need so much /#é doctrine of the. Lord’s Coming (we cannot 
know too much of this truth) as a living fellowship, a real 
companionship with Christ every hour of the day, in all the 
circumstances through which you pass. Oh, my brethren, 
may God give you to cultivate much communion with our 
Saviour and Lord. a 

“ From whence also we look for the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The apostle has spoken in the early part of the chapter of 
the revelation of Christ to him. He well remembered the 
time; he recalled it to them. He told them of the solemn 
moment when he was on his way to Damascus to blot out 
the name of Jesus from under heaven. Lo, Jesus appears 
to him. He would not be more surprised to see a person 
he had known to be dead for twenty years, than to see 
Christ in His glory, looking down upon him, His enemy, 
His persecutor. “If a man find his enemy, will he let him 
go well away?” and Christ has found His enemy! But He 
reveals Himself in such grace to Saul of Tarsus that Saul 
says, “Christ Jesus my Lord.” It makes a complete 
change of everything as regards the whole life of Saul of 


Tarsus. Before, he had cultivated and trusted righteousness i 


which is in the Law ; now he sees a Divine righteousness only 
in a heavenly Christ. He sees Christ His righteousness, 
Christ his living joy, ‘‘ Christ Jesus my Lorp.” Do we 
think of Christ Jesus after this fashion when you speak of 
waiting for Christ ? If we did, we should be waiting for Christ 
as the Apostle was waiting for Him. We want to now 
Christ to wait for Him more singly, more simply. 


It is “ from whence we look for the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour.” Christ has been the first time to accomplish the 
work whereby we can be saved. He accomplished it all 
by His death. We have life by His death. God's purpose 
is that the whole man should be the result of redemption ; 
that the whole man should be redeemed by the precious 
blood of Christ. God seldom speaks in the Scrip- 
tures of the salvation of the soul. He generally 
speaks of the salvation of men and women as such. It is 
true in Peter we read “receiving the end of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.” The reference is evidently to 
Israel’s blessing upon the earth. The salvation of those to 
whom Peter wrote was a spiritual salvation, a salvation of 
the soul in contrast to the earthly blessing that was Israel's 
portion. But God has redeemed ¢he whole man, or rather, 
has paid the price for the whole man. He has made good 
the redemption as to the soul, and He is going to make it 
good as to the body. Christ will come then, as Saviour, to 
change the body of our humiliation. It is a body of 
humiliation, a body of vile materials, but not a vile body; 
it isa body of disease and weakness, subject to disease 
and death. But He is going to make it like unto His own 
body of glory. That is the one and only hope. Death is 
never spoken of as a hope. I never knew a man, unless 
it was one with a diseased mind, that found any hope in 
death at all. But here is a hope, “ He shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body.” 
Then shall that most excellent purpose of our God be 
accomplished—" Whom He did foreknow, He also did pre- 
destinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 
He might be the firstborn of many brethren.” 

Our hope isto see Christ Himself! Blessed word, “The Lord 
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Himself!” Ah, yes, He will not have removed the marks 
of the passion through which He went for you and me. 
Every thorn-mark upon that Holy brow will be most glor- 
ious. Oh, to see His face as it ís. Oh, what a hope! And 
then to be /4e Him ; to bear His image! We have borne 
the image of the earthy well. We have borne the image 
of the first, the rebellious Adam too well: we shall bear the 
image of the second man, the last Adam. Oh, it is God's 
purpose, it is God’s predestination my- brethren, let us 
cherish the hope. Let us press after the One that is gone 
before and is coming, assuredly coming, speedily coming, 
coming so that we can look for Him now, not look for events, 
not look for Antichrist, not look forthe Beast. Oh no, they 
will allc ome every one of them in their day—it must be, God 
has said it; but before they come to pass, Christ my Saviour 
willcome. He will come as my Saviour to change this vile 
body into the likeness of His body of glory. You may be sure 
that I, at any rate, am glad of it. Yes, all trace of sin gone 
for ever—all trace of the power of the devil gone for ever— 
the result of Christ’s passion and death. Oh, it is a hope 
my brethren, it is a hope indeed, Christ Himself. There 
is nothing but joy in the hope. You cannot think of any- 
one dying without some misgiving. If it is yourself you 
may be excused for having some dread ; if it is some one 
very dear to you, you think o it with even more dread ; 
but here there is no dread ata. To see Him, is to be like 
Him. Oh, that He would come while I am speaking! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come now, that we may be with Him. 
Would there be any fear in it? Fear, what of? He says, 
“comfort one another with these words.” Yes, it is a 
comfort when it is a question of seeing Christ, of seeing 
the One who loved me and gave Himself for me. It is 
indeed a comfort, there is no let, there is no hindrance, 
there is no possible fear. There is no fear in love. There 
is no fear, blessed Lord, in seeing Thy face. And no fear 
in anything, for the peace of God keeps the heart and 
mind through Christ Jesus. z , 

I have found a Saviour to receive me to Himself above, 
and I have found a Saviour to save and bless me all the 
way along. Oh, what a hope it is to “ see Him as He is.” 
How is He? Just as when Thomas was bidden to behold 
His hands, to put His hand into His side—that is how He 
is, blessed be His Name. Thomas did not put his finger 
into the print of the nails, and he did not thrust his hands 
into His side. No, he said, “My Lord, and my God!” 
What shall I say when I see Him? I have sometimes 
wondered what I shall say, and I do not know whether l 
shall be able to say anyth ng at all. If I am able to speak, 
I think it will be to say, “Son of God Who loved me 
and gave Himself for me, at length I see Thee!” 


[ Questions and Answers. 


Question No.. 189. ` 
M. C. Boston. “If you will kindly explain the expression, ‘the 
breaking of bread’ in the Acts of the Apostles, it would be very 
helpful to many.” poe 


We have much pleasure in giving as an answer to this 
question an extract from the MS. of Dr. Bullinger’s, 
Figures of Speech, now in course of publication. It occurs 
under the figure of Jdiom, and is one of the many 
illustrations there given. It is somewhat weakened by 
being taken away from its context. 

“ To break bread,” xdAdoas ŭprov (klasai arton), is the 
literal rendering of the Hebrew idiom ond DIB (paras 
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chem), and it means fo partake of food or eat a meal.* 
The figure (or idiom) arose from the fact that among the 
Hebrews bread was made not in loaves as with us, but in 
round cakes about as thick as the thumb. These were 
always broken and not cut. Hence the phrase /o break bread. 


See examples of this Hebrew idiom in Jer. xvi. 7 (margin) 
“neither shall men break bread for them,” as in Ezek. xxiv. 
17; Hos. ix. 4. See Deut. xxvi. 14, and Job. xlii. 11. 


Isa. Iviii. 7, “Is it not to break thy bread to the 


hungry.” 
.. Lam. iv. 4, “The young children ask bread, and no man 
breaketh it unto them.” 


Ezek. xviii. 7, ‘“ Hath broken (A.V, given) bread to the 
hungry.” 

We have the same Hebrew idiom in the Greek words of 
the New Testament, and the readers could have had no 
other idea or meaning in their minds (Matt. xiv. 19). He 
took the five loaves and blessed, and brake, and gave the 
loaves to his disciples, &c. This was an ordinary meal. 
See Matt. xv. 36; Mark viii. 6, 19, xiv. 22. 


, Luke xxiv. 30, “And it came to pass as he sat at meat with 
them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave 
tothem.” In verse 35 they speak of how Christ ‘ was 
known of them in breaking of bread,” re., as He sat at 
meat with them. 3 


_ Acts xxvii, 33-36, This is the fourteenth day that ye 
have tarried and continued fasting,t and have taken 
nothing, Wherefore I pray you take some meat ! for this is 
for your health . . . And when he had thus spoken he 
‘took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them 
all; and when he had broken it, he Legan to eat. Then 
were they all of good cheer, and they also took some 
meat. S 


„Itis perfectly clear that in all these cases the “ breaking 
a bread” is the ordinary Hebrew idiom for taking a meal. 
The bread could not be eaten till it was broken, hence the 
idiom which is used by Hebrews down to the present day. 

It is also evident that the Passover was a meal, and it 
was at this meal, and of it that the idiom is used in Matt. 
xxvi, 26; Mark xiv. 22; Luke xxii. 19; 1 Cor. xi. 24. 


__ In Acts ii, 46, their breaking bread at home (margin) is 
mentioned to emphasise the fact that they no longer offered 
sacrifices, and therefore could not eat of them in the 
Temple. So that though they went to the Temple to 
aes they ate their meat at home, in their own houses. 


"+ It is incredible, therefore, thatin Acts xx. 7, the idiomatic 


ixpression cah mean in any sense the Lord’s supper, as is _ 


Clear also from verse 11. 
s The one solitary passage left is 1 Cor. x. 16, "The 
bread which we break.” This is referred to the Lord’s 


supper in ignorance of the prevailing custom of the 
early Christians when meeting together on the first day of the 


| “Turk aa among the Arabe to-day, the idiom fo ent salt monne partaking of a 
thea, í 
‘Bee under Runsntache 


‘or of communion in one kind! 
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week. Assemblies were few, and the members were 
scattered. Many came from long distances, and food had 
to be brought for the day's sustenance. The early fathers 
tell us that the people brought from their own homes, 
hampers filled with cooked fowls, and geese, &c., meat, 
loaves of bread, with skin-bottles of wine, &c. The rich 
brought of their abundance, and the poor of their poverty. 
These Sunday feasts were called agapai or “ love-feasts ” 
(from dydrn, an ecclesiastical word meaning drotherly love), 
see Jude 12) because the richer brethren made them for 
the benefit of the poor. 


It is easy to see how this would in time become a feast ; 
and how, though all partook of the common food, some 
would have too much, and some too little; and, as it is 
written, ‘‘some were hungry and others were, drunken” 
(1 Cor. xi. 21). And, of this, it is expressly declared that 
‘this is not to cat the Lord's supper.” 


This looks as though the feast or meal itself came to be 
spoken of as ‘‘the Lord’s supper,” from the fact that each 
received an equal portion, as on that night when the Lord 
Himself presided, and received it as from Himself and not 
merely from one another. 


But in process of time, a special ordinance was added at 
the close of these feasts, at the end of the assembly, and at 
the end of the day, to which the name, “ the Lord’s supper ” 
was afterwards confined. Up to the time of Chrysostom it 
followed the feast, but as superstition increased it preceded 
the feast, but for 700 years after Christ they accompanied 
each other: andthe Lord's supper was unknown as a separate 
ordinance ! 


As late as A.D. 692 the close of the Lenten fast was 
celebrated by an agapee, or feast, as the anniversary of the 
institution of the Lord’s supper, and in England was 
called Maunday Thursday, from the maunds, i.e. the 


_ baskets or hampers in which the provisions were brought. 


No one but Royalty now keeps up this ancient custom. 
It fell into desuetude from the superstition of “ fasting 
communion,” which had been brought in (though Chrysos- 
tom wished himself anathema if he had been guilty of it !). 


The “ breaking of bread” therefore was used of the love- 
feast, and never, until recent years, used of the Lord's 
supper as a separate ordinance. 


The error has arisen from the misunderstanding of the 
Hebrew idiom; and, from translating /fera//y that which 
is used as a figurative expression. 


Rome has done exactly the same, though in another 
direction. Rome forces the words “to break bread,” to 
prove its practice of withholding of the cup from the laity, 
Rome argues that as it 
only says “ bread”; and zeine is not mentioned ; therefore 


the ‘‘ wafer” is sufficient ! 


Had Gentiles been acquainted with the Hebraism, 
neither malice nor ignorance could have diverted the 
words from their simple and only meaning. 
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` oe “The Jews can take the sad things of Russia, Roumania and 
Mewientealecla re Austria as they are, but the things of the humanitarian France, which 

. ; till now they esteemed as the one country in Europe where the old 

ug | } donfhly Bible Study. story of Christ and the sin committed by the Jews against Him are 
D forgotten ; and therefore there is no more Frenchman nor Jew, but 


Hane RMU UC EMAL UNL true republicans—are unbearable to them. One hears here among 


the Jews cases of madness because of the case of Dreyfus. It is a fact, 

THE SECOND ADVENT: A BRIEF CHART that some Jewish congregations have sainted Pieyius, and one can | 
i i ; ; : * | easily expect, and it would not be strange at all, that some patriotic 

1. THE BiesseD Hope: Christ Himself; Acts i. 11; | and learned Jews will come to the idea, that the prophet in Isaiah liii. 


John xiv. 3. speaks of Dreyfus. All this is the fruit ot Anti-Semitism. 
. D Pay Sy, aie i “ Then Zionism, about the meaning of which there are disputes and 
i PHE SPECIAL Sions: Observe 2 Tim. iii. 1-7; 2 Pet. | debates between its adherents in their Jewish papers, is only whirling 
Ml. 3-4. the Jewish brains, making them stupid. 
+ ae 
3. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE COMING FoR His SAINTS: Those men who know the Jews only from the newspapers, and the 


$ speeches of their publishers and delegates of the Basle Congress, can 
The Church caught up; 1 Cor. xv. 51; 1 Thess. iv. | congratulate the movement of Zionism and rejoice over it; the charm - 
16, 17- of the word Zion calls out their sympathy for it, but those who know 

g i x the Jews of the present time perfectly, as they are in reality, also the 

4. THE MANNER OF THE “Comino” witH His SAINTS: | origin, growth, and the influence of Zionism upon the Jewish mass, 

Acts i. 9-11. they, alas, can only with pain in the heart, rank this movement 

z<. THER : AN + . , among those wonderful calamities which have happened to the Jews 
5 HE NEWARDS : service will be rewarded; 1 Cor. during their wanderings in this world without Jehovah. 

iii, 11-15; 2 Tim. iv. 8. a Contes is à Combin ion of modern Jowi ungodly lireeature with 

, T ae : . o almudica othesis, mingled with some portions of mammon 

6. THE MILLENIUM ` The Church reigning with Christ ; interest. Every enable man ie already obser te the influence of it. 

Isa. xi. 6-9 ; Jer. xxiii. 5-8. Discord and derangement. are prevailing in every place whee ime or 

= Tew ‘EN AND” 7 7 ass three Zionists begin to lift up theie voice, seeing the orthodox Jews, 

7 AEE NEY BEAVER AND THE NEw EAkTH: 1 Chron. together with their rabbis, ae against the devices and plans of Dr. 

xv. 28; 2 Pet. iil, 11-13. Herzel. The whole uproar of Zionism (perhaps im Wester, Europe 

7 r Ky $ : also) is carried on by the youn le only, boys and girls who never 

CUBICLE EOE UO NER T. GEORGE. act or care about uu that is Boland dear to the heart of their nation. 
a The authors of the flaming articles in the Jewish papers about the 
unmeasurable growth of Zionism are chiefly young people who care not 
about responsibility for the truth. í 

‘t In these recent days one can remark great disappointments and 
loss of courage in the Zionistic world. The reasons are, first, because 
of the strict forbidding of the Sultan to let Jews enter Palestine, where 
there ought to be the State which Dr. Herzel is planning ; then, 
secondly, Lecause of the journey of the German Emperor, William I., 
to Jerusalem. Especially that fact, that the German Evangelical 
Emperor, when ascending the Hill of Zion, made a breach there for 
Roman Catholicism—this pricks the heart of the Zionists badly. 

“As the Jews were pleased and rejoicing over the first Zionist 
Congress at Basle, which opened for them a new hope for a Jewish 
State in Palestine, so in the same measure the Jews are now crushed 
down with grief by the unexpected events which have followed 
immediately after the second Zionist Congress. 

‘What a strange sight before our eyes: representatives of the 
Jewish nation sitting at Basle, caring for its rest and peace in Jerusalem, 
: from one side ; and the representative of the German nation standing 
at Jerusalem, caring for the interests of the German Catholics there, 
from the other side! But both these mentioned representatives are 
ignoring the thoughts of Jehovah about Jerusalem, expressed by His 
true prophets.” i i 
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JEWISH SIGNS. 


Our readers will remember that we have from time to 
time called their attention to the Zionist movement. But 
while we watch it with the deepest intcrest as working for 
the fulfilment of prophecy, we are filled with sorrow, with 
regard to it because (1) it is confessedly without God, and 
(a) it is leading first to the “ day of Jacob’s trouble.” It | 
does not ask, When shalt thou (Jehovah) reign in Zion? 
but when shall we reign in Zion? | 
Our friends will feel it is privilege to read the views of 
JOSEPH RABINOWITCH ON ZIONISM. | 
‘Just at the end of the nineteenth century, when the Jews reckoned 
it to be atime of their deliverance from all their misfortunes of the 
past ages, thinking that they are already at agreement with the human | 


world, and having no fear whatever of being disturbed because of the 
curses written in the book of the Law ; just then, suddenly, came upon : 


POLITICAL SIGNS. 
MORE ABOUT MAN'S MILLENNIUM. 


: zw S F ; 

them those plagues which are not written in the book of the law (Deut. | THE W ORLD NOT HOPEFUL ABOUT IT. 

xxviii, 61), namely : Anti-Semitism and Zionism. , We reported in our last number, two agencies at work to 
‘These two things happened unto the Jews ; who shall be sorry for | 


“ Anti-Semitism is an external pain which is destroying the body, last to enter the arena is a scientist. He calls to his aid 
and Zionism is an internal malady, crushing down the spiritual health ; for this purpose the powers of electricity. We merely 
but both these things operate mightily for the opening and breaking | record the statements as the daily papers give them, and so 


the clods of the Jewish national field, in order that some of tbe Jews j ; ; . i 
might be able to receive seed, the word of God and His teaching E eee ee at their valuation, but by 


| ing i r 
ens bring about a time of peace. These were potentates. The 
t Because of Anti-Semitism the Jews became very sensitive to every | 


evil expression in the daily press against the least individual of their First, what man says :— f 
aE E EE try to take counsel how to answer those who The Globe, of Dec. 12th, has the following : 
s ag. E oP i 
‘It is almost impossible even to describe the overwhelming grief “War Se SEE EE TR Be a eles ai 
which the affair of Dreyfus has caused them. One can remark how in © De possible when all the world knows lo-morr 


every small place in Russia where Jews are residing, old and young, ve hu most feeble of the nations can supply itself with a weapon 
men and women, rave about Dreyfus day and night. Every morning | SC at render its coasts secure and its ports impregnable to the 
many Jews are eagerly waiting for some news from Paris about the sari S er errs Armadas of the world. Battleships will cease to 
reversion of the Dreyfus trial, Thousands of pamphlets and bookletsin | - a Ml t, and t C mightiest ironclads, and the most tremendous artillery 
Hebrew and Jargon under various striking titles about the official | ®%0at will be Ohno more use: tO them than so much scrap on, 

intrigue in France, about her officers of the headquarters’ staff of the Tesla, it is asserted, can direct the electric current 
army, about Captain Dreyfus, Commandant Esterhazy, Colonels | wherever he will. It appears from this, that the reign of 


Picquart, and Henry, are circulated among the Jewish mass. Some ` . A 
editors of Jewish papers fancy that in Alfred Dreyfus the Anti- Semitists peace is to be at the disposal of Tesla. The rulers of the 


have succeeded in condemning the whole Jewish nation to live at the earth were to stand in fear of big ships and big guns. 
devil's Isle for ever. Now the big ships and big guns are to stand in awe of 
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Tesla. But who is the scientist as well as manipulator of 
gunpowder to stand in awe of? 

It is refreshing to get back to the Word of God, for He 
wields a power that man seems determined to ignore. His 
appeal to Job on this matter is beautiful, because it makes 
man so little, “ Hast thou seen the treasures of the hail 
which I haver, served against the time of trouble, against 
the day of battle and war.” Job xxxviii. 22, 23. 

Here is artillery spoken of which builders of battleships 
have not taken into account; and no port provided to which 
they can run for safety. When inan intrudes himself into 
the sphere of Divine action, he is sure to make a mess of it, 
and his flounderings and stumblings are pitiable to behold, 
to those instructed in God’s plans and purposes. If every 
gun and ship were sunk to the bottom of the sea, that 
would not bring about a reign of peace. First there must 
bea reign of righteousness, and that is connected with a 
PERSON before whom man is to stand in awe. “The 
lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness 
of men shall be bowed down ; and the Lord aone shall be 
exalted in that day . . . And they shall go into the holes 
of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, FOR FEAR 
OF THE LORD, AND FOR THE GLORY OF HIS 
MAJESTY, when He ariseth to shake terribly the earth.” 
Isa. ii. 11-19. 

Very likely when that time comes, man would like to 
arrange for its postponement. He may play fantastic tricks 
with his own arrangements, and talk about postponement 
as if it were some advertised sale, when it is found necessary 
to put a red strip across the announcement “postponed.” 

DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE POSTPONED. 


, “The real obstacle to the Conference consists in the complex 
political situation, which is every day less favourable to the Czar's 
proposal, The Conference will be held in St. Petersburg, but not 
uoul May or later, should the European situation continue unfavourable.” 
—Daily Mail, Dee. 12th. 

But though postponement of the Conference is decided 
upon, the chief actor in the scheme does not propose to 
postpone increasing his armaments. 

“Herr Richter, speaking in the Reichstag yesterday, protested that 
the proposals to increase the German Army were not in accord with 
the sympathy, expressed in the Speech from the Throne, for the Czar’s 
pacific manifesto. He might witb more advantage bave asked how the 
Russian manifesto accorded with the great increase in the Russian 
Navy, with the augmentation and reorganisation of the Fionish Army, 
and with the expenditure of £18,000,000 upon the rearmament of the 
Russian Artillery, We can scarcely wonder if, under these circum- 
stances, the other Powers of: Europe show some distrust.”—(Daily 
Mast, Dec. 12). 

And we know that ‘‘ Evil communications corrupt good 
manners.” This communication has had the effect of 
stirring up the other Powers to more energy, to be on a 
level with the great peace-maker. 


The effect of this resolve on the part of Russia, appears 
to have caused the one who chose Mount Zion for a peace 
pronouncement to modify his intentions. ~ 

. “ BERLIN, Dec. 11r. 

“The Emperor to-day received Count Ballestrem and the new vice- 
presidents of the Reichstag, Dr. Frege and Herr Scbmidt, of Elberfeld. 

“The international situation requires great attention, as indeed 
every layman can see for himself, and it is tberefore necessary to carry 
out the proposed perfecting and completing of the army. 

“What was proposed, his Majesty went on to say, was certainly not 
much, but consideration for the tax-paying capacity of the country had 
not permitted more to be proposed., , ; 

“The Emperor then spoke with satisfaction of his journey to 
Palestine," —(Kexser). 

This does not display much faith in his own decree from 
Mount Zion. ‘‘ Satisfaction of his journey.” Is that all? 
It would have been more assuring if he could have 
convinced the world that his satisfaction took the direction 


of his proclamation. 


THINGS TO COME. 95 


And now as Germany has to follow Russia, so Austria 
has to follow Germany. That kingdom cannot afford to 
be outdone in the race. 

‘FOLLOWING GERMANY'S LEAD.” 

‘NEW ARMY CORPS IN AUSTRIA TO BE FORMED.” 

wr VIENNA, Dec. 11r. 

“ The Ministry of War has under consideration the formation of a 
new army corps, and the example of Germany will be followed. The 
next Delegations will have submitted to them a proposal for the 
increase of the standing army. At the same time, the two years’ 
service may be introduced in order to spare the population new taxes. 
ae ao of the new corps will be at Bruenn.”—(Daily Mail, 

ec. 12). oo i 

But here comes another upon the platform. No less a 
person than 

Mr. W. T. STEAD, 
who has played many parts: not long since as one of the 
speakers at the Congress of Spiritists. This time Zhe Glole 
gives him the title of “ Herald Angel.” There is not given 
any further indication as to the class of angels. Though 
we don’t forget there are two classes representing two 
different spheres. ; 

“Mr. Stead feels as if he were a herald angel bearing glad tidings of 
peace and goodwill to the nations this Christmastide.” . 

With all this Babel of tongues we are privileged to hear 
what a British Statesman has to say on the subject, and he 
is the only one that appears to have any common sense, or 
able to estimate at their proper value the pretensions of 
those who foolishly suppose that peace rests, either upon 
their will or their word. . 

“ A great English statesman the other day, who knows the secrets 
of the Courts and Cabinets of Europe, after listening to my statement 
of the Czar’s views on this subject, replied with great sadness, with 
great impressiveness : 

‘t The Emperor bas correctly diagnosed the incurable disease of 
modern States. But it is an incurable disease. You might as well 
tell me that I am sure to die. Nothing that can be done can possibly 
avert it. It is as inevitable as death itself.’ ” 

“ Well, even if that is so, you do not object to call in a physician,” 
I replied. 

“Yes,” he said, with a melancholy smile: ‘‘the physician may fora 
while postpone the inevitable ; but that is all he can do.” 

Though the writer of the letter sets his opinions against 
that of the Statesman. We are sure the statesman is far 
more in touch with the declaration of God's Word. 

‘It is not in that spirit of melancholy despair that the Pilgrims of 
Peace will go forth on their Holy War against war. With high hope 
in their hearts, born of a happy faith in the progress and improvement 
of mankind, they will march through Europe proclaiming the doctrine 
of Brotherhood and Peace. What more appropriate season than this 
Christmastide for launching tbis great idea! And can we doubt but 


that they will, indeed, : 
Ring out the thousand wars of old, 
Ring in the thousand years of pence?” 


And as the statesman does not indulge in any delusions 
or proclaim a false peace, so the Government backs up this 
conviction by acts, and appears to have given a very large 
order for cartridges. 

We began by reference to God’s Holy Word. We will 
end this from the same source which tells the world what 
is coming. 

‘The great day of the Lord is near, it is near and hasteth greatly. 
Even the voice of the day of the Lord: the mighty man shall cry 
there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and 
distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and 
gloominess, a day of trumpet and alarm against the fenced Cities and 
against the Argh towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that 
they shall walk like blind men, BECAUSE THEY HAVE SINNED 
AGAINST THE LORD.""—Zephaniah i. 14-17. 

There are some writers that do not see things in the light 
of these apostles of “ Peace, Peace,” for Carlyle, in one of 
his essays, speaks of looking upon ‘‘the physiognomy of a 
world now verging towards dissolution.” 

It is reserved for One to do this, and He only can do it. 
But the world has no place, either for Him and His word. 
Nevertheless it is written of Him :— 
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“He maketh wars to cease unto the ends of the earth, He 
breaketh the bow and cutteth the spear in sunder, He burneth the 
chariot in the fire.”—Psalm xlvi. 9. 

This will include battleships and maxim-guns, even though 
it be a gun that man boastfully asserts ‘‘ will lick creation.’ 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 
DOLL SUNDAY. 

This is the latest invention, and Sunday, Dec. 18th was 
the day. We have “ Flower Sunday,” come to stay, “ Toy 
Sunday” has made its appearance. But in .noting it at the 
time we asked, ‘‘ Why draw the line here?” There is no 
limit, of course; and so we have the following in Zhe Daily 
Mail, of Dec, 19th :— 

“DOLLS IN CHURCH. 

‘CAN APPEAL WHICH MET WITH A VERY HEARTY RESPONSE, 

“The chancel of a church is hardly the place in which one would 
look for dolls, but this somewhat unusual form of decoration was what 
drew a large congregation to St. Mary-at-Hill Church last evening. 

“The Rev. W. Carlile had, with the object of providing poor chil- 
dren in slums and hospital with some form of Christmas gift, appealed 
to his congregation for dolls, and yesterday the results of their response 
were on view, 

“ Around the altar-table there were mannikins of every size, sort, 
and description .. . from the puffy-linbed creation of rag and saw- 
dust to the lady ablaze with dainty silk and laces, the dresses making 
a splash of colour which from a distance seemed as if produced by a 
mass Of gaily-hued flowers. 

“ After the service the congregation filed round in front of the altar 
toinspect the dolls. . . . The whole idea struck one as being peculiarly 
happy, and even though its unconventionality was obvious. . . 


We should think so! and we trust that the example may 
not find many imitators—though we much doubt it. 


PEACE SUNDAY 
was on the same day, and was invented by Mr. W. T. 
Stead, the prominent Spiritist, and was blessed by the 
Bishop of London. 
and was supported by such enthusiasts as Dr. Clifford, 
Canon Barker, and Hugh Price Hughes, Mr. Percy 
Bunting, Madame Novikoff, and many others. 

No one can desire peace more than we do; but, having 
the Word of God in our hands, we know that it is absolutely 
vain for man to try and bring in universal peace without 
Christ. Man has rejected and crucified “the Prince of 
* Peace,” and yet dares to talk of peace without a thought 

of His return to establish a reign of peace on righteous 
grounds, 

Christ came with the message of “ Peace on earth” 
(Luke ii. 14). But He was rejected. Hence, just before 
His crucifixion, the message was altered to “Peace in 
heaven” (Luke xix. 38). ‘The Prince of peace is in 
heaven, and there can be no ‘peace on earth” until 
the Prince of peace shall Himself come again and 
bring it with Him. We were not found giving up a 
Sunday at St. James’s Hall, because we read and know 
from Dan. ix. 26 that “even until the end shall be war; 
desolations are determined” (R.v.). And from Ezekiel 
xxi. 7 we read the words of the Lorn Gop, “I will over- 
“turn, overturn, overturn it, until He come Whose right it is.” 

We know that this blessed time is near at hand, for it 
shall be “ when THEY SHALL SAY peace and safety ” 
(1 Thess. v. 3). 


THE RAPTURE. 


In reviewing an article by Dr. Parsons of Toronto, 
Canada, on the Rapture, the Editor of MWautchword and 


The Archdeacon of London presided, 


Fes, 


Truth refers to the Editor of Things to Come as having 
“abandoned altogether” its secrecy. 

As this statement has puzzled some of our ne we 
wish to explain that, while holding more firmly than ever 
the Rapture of the Body of Christ Jefore the great tribula- 
tion, we have not abandoned its secrecy, simply because we 
have never held it and never taught it. It may be secret or 
it may not be: nothing is said about it. The word “secret” 
as applied to it is non-Scriptural (we do not say un-Scrip- 
tural). Its secrecy is only an inference, drawn from seyeral 
Scriptures which seem to imply it. But it is no part of the 
Revelation concerning it, and we prefer, for our own part, 
not to burden that Divine revelation with a human inference 
which is by no means necessary for its support. 

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

C. S., Wood Green.—I. The best Bible for your purpose 
is the one like that used by the Editor for many years, 
“The Student’s Bible.” It has wide margins for notes, 
with 32 blank pages for additional notes at the end. It is 
paged, and has arrangements for an index. It is published 
by the Trinitarian Bible Society, 25 New Oxford Street, 
London, W.C., in three bindings : 


S d. 

1. Best Morocco boards ... 15 0 
it. as 3 Flexible covers, yapped, &e. 17 4 
5 kid lined 22 o 


3: 

Orders should be sent to the Editor. 

II. The best Etymological English Dictionary is that by 
Professor Skeat, published by the Clarendon Press, 7 
Paternoster Row, London, E.C. 


THE BARBICAN MISSION TO THE JEWS, 

of which the Rev. Prebendary Webb-Peploe is the presi- 
dent, has been at work now for close upon 1o years. 
Started, like every other good cause, in a small way, the 
Mission has gradually extended its operations, and now 
plays an important part in the work of evangelising, 
enlightening, and socially helping numbers of God’s people 
who come within its sphere of influence from time to time. 
As to the result, in many cases, of the evangelistic efforts 
put forth by the Mission, most interesting extracts from 
letters sent to the secretary (Prediger C. T. Lipshytz) might 
be given, did space permit. But suffice it to say, that these 
are from Israelites, who have counted the cost of and nobly 
endured, persecution for the sake of Him, whom they have 
accepted as their Messiah. 

An important agency, carried on every evening during the 
whole year, in connection with the work is the Bible class, 
at which the goal of all debate is to show to those in 
attendance that Jesus Christ is indeed the son of God. 

Any contributions forwarded to the secretary, 262 Com- 
mercial Road, E., where the Mission has acquired 
temporary premises, will be gratefully received. 
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“THE FEAR OF THE LORD” 
HE closing days of the present Dispensation are in 
T many respects like the closing days of the old 
Dispensation, as they are described in the Old 
Testament. a 

Outwardly, everything was religiously beautiful and 
ceremoniously grand, but inwardly they were full of 
rottennesss and hypocrisy (Matt. xxiii. 25-28). 

' As it was in the days of Malachi, even so it is in our 
own days. 

We have plenty of religion, but little of Christianity. 

We have an outward acknowledgement of God, butinwardly 
a hatred of His truth, and enmity to the sovereignty of His 
will. Yes, there is plenty of religion, even as the Lord Jesus 
found*when He came unto His Father’s house (John 
ii, 14-16; Matt. xxi. 11-23). 

“To what purpose (He might well have then asked, and 
applied the words of Isa. i.) is the multitude of your 
sacrifices unto me saith the Lord? Iam full of the burnt 
offering of rams, and the fat of fed beasts.” 

The complaint was not on account of any lack of 


religious observance, as may be seen from comparing the 


Four Gospels with Isa. i. 10-15. There was abundance 
of all this, but it meant nothing. Even as it is to-day. 

It was in the midst of all that scene of religious 
excitement and yet of spiritual desolation, that Malachi 
knew where to find a few who knew the God whom they 
worshipped. So now, where corporate testimony has failed, 
there are still those who answer to that little company in 
the days of Malachi. l 
“u THEN—they that feared the Lord spake often, one to 
another, and the Lord hearkened, and heard it; and a 
book of remembrance was written before Him for. them 
that feared the Lord and thought upon His name. 
they shall be mine saith the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels (margin special treasure)” Mal. iii. 16. 

Yes, it was “THEN” in those dark and evil days of 
apostasy. There were even “then” those who feared the 
Lord— Jehovah {not God)—their own Covenant God. 
The Lord who opens the book of this prophecy by saying, 
“I have loved you” and this in spite of al their 
rebellion and all their enmity. , 

There is no high standard of attainment raised up, either 
of work or experience. 


On Jehovah's part He declares “I have loved you,” and 


on His people’s part it is stated that " they feared the Lord.” 

It does not say—‘'then they that believed the Lord, 
or loved the Lord, or that were zealous in His service, or 
holy in life, or higher. in attainments, or deeper in 


MARCH, 


And’ 


1899. No. 9. 
experience—but “then they that feared the Lord.” So 
that this word is for the feeble folk among our Teaders ; 
those that fear the Lord and hope in Him. . 

This fear is reverence and not terror. 

To fear the Lord is the very opposite of being afraid of Him. 

Only those really fear the Lord, who know Him so’ well 
in all His holiness and love and sovereignty and power, 
that they realize their own weakness and worthlessness and 
impotence. ux 

This fear of the Lord makes men afraid of themselves; 
yea, afraid of their own wisdom and their own will. 

They are so convinced that the Lord knows’ best, that 
they would rather Him do what He wills. Not because by 
some act of faith they think they have given up their wills! 
Ah! dear friends, our wills are not so easily got rid of as 
all that! No one can get rid of the old nature as easily as 
that. Where this method is inculcated and adopted, it has 
to be done over again ; and this, again and again- ” 

But where there is no effort; where there is no thought 
ot ourselves or of our own will; and where we fear the 
Lord, and learo Him, and know Hin, we are so convinced 
of His infinite love, and infinite power that we are— 
without an effort—not merely “willing,” as the phrase 
goes—but thankfully anxious for Him to do all His will; we 
would really prefer it to our own, because we fear the Lord. 

‘This is where most Christians to-day seek to end. But 


_it is where we ought to degin, for “ the fear of the Lord is the 


beginning of wisdom.” Weare to begin therefore with Him! 

We speak often, one to another. But what do we speak 
about? Well, though we speak ¢o one another, those who 
really fear the Lord, do not speak about one another. We 
have something better than that to speak about | 

The first thing we say to one another is—“ Come ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of 
the Lord” (Ps. xxxiv. 11). The next thing we say, is, 
“Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will declare 
what He hath done for my soul,” (Ps. lxvi. 46). Observe, 
it is “what HE hath done.” It is about His work for me, 
not about mine for Him! 

You may, by this mark, always know those who really 
fear the Lord.” Read Psalm cxlv. and there you see what 
those who fear the Lord speak about. It is all about the 
Lord Himself.. 

Twill speak of the glorious honour ot Thy Majesty, 

And of Thy wondrous works (or words) 

And they shall speak of the might of Thy terrible acts, 
And I will declare Thy greatness ; 

They shall abundantly utter the memory of Thy great goodness, 
And shall sing of Thy righteousness 

The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion, 

Slow to anger and of great mercy 

The Lord is good to all: 

Aud His tender mercies are over all His works. 

All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord, 

And Thy saints shall bless Thee - 

They sha]] speak of the glory of Thy kingdom 

And talk of Thy power. . 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord.” 
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This is the mark of those who “fear the Lord.” The 
more we have of this fear, the more shall we speak to one 
another of Him, and the less shall we speak about one 
anothet or about ourselves. 

The Lord does not want us to do this. He knows all 
about us, better than we know or can ever know ourselves. 
But He loves to hear us spéak of Himself, of His works, 
of His i ways, and of His word. For it is of these, who thus 
fear and speak, that itis written, “ The Lord hearkened and 


- beard.” It ig a beautiful figure (a Pleonasm) that is-used 


~ heré. . 


ae 


_ ate precious in his sight. 


Ore word (" hearkened/’) would have been enough 
for the grammar, but not enoligh for the sense'or for the 
truth which the Lord wishes us to learn. The Lord ears 
what man can never hear, however tnuch he may Aearken. 

We are told that He heard the cry of Moses, though 
without words at all (Ex. xiv. 15). 

He heard the sighs and groaning of Israel which is 
without words at all (Ex. ii. 23, 24). 

. He heard the dreathing of Jeremiah in his low dungeon 
(Lam, iii. 55, 56). 

_. He heard the cry of Jonah from the belly of the fish 
which He had prepared for him (Jonah ii. 2). 

. He heard the thoughts of those who “ feared the Lord 
‘and that thought upon His name” (Mal. iii. 16). 

‘Yes; our God not only hearkens to, but He hears all 
these because they spring from, and are the fruit of, the new 
nature which He has imparted to His people. These breath- 
ings and gtoanings and cries and thoughts may be “ uttered 
or unexpressed,” ” but He knows them and notes them. They 
A book of remembrance is kept 


for these. The Lord-fearers are not necessarily fluent 


speakers, or able to make long or “beautiful” prayers, but 
f they are poor in spirit, needy in experience; often unable 


to find words to express their thoughts or their feeling; 


` often unable to produce the love wHich they long to feel ; 


or to express the desires which they would have. 

mr But these are their infirmities; and ‘‘ the spirit helpeth 
‘our infirmities ; for we know not how to pray as we ought, 
bit, the Spirit | himself maketh intercession for us with 
Btoanings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. viii. 26, R.v.), 
Re This is’ ‘the provision for us now, and here, in grace. 


< But there is a provision of glory beyond. There is ‘that 
< day’ ” when He will make up His jewels, “His special 


infirmities and their i ignorance. 


treasure ” (Mal. iii. 17, marg.), 
.. Now, He declares His love to them, and bears with their 
Now, He carries them and 


bares: for them, but “in that day” which is speedily 
"- bomihg, He will manifest them as His own special treasure. 
i aaalllt 
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THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 


j ' Fourth paper, Rom. vi. 1—vii. 6. 
-Ëv Dr. BULLINGER. (Continued from page 89.) 
N òu? last. chapter we dwelt bn the first great member 
“kv, 19-21) of the second half (v. 12—viii. 39) of the 
- dodtina portion of the Epistle. 
-» Thete a are four such members, and we now come to look 


at the second member (vi. r—vii. 6) marked w in the 
structure of this division on page 87. 

This second member also yields its treasures when we 
examine its own peculiar structure, which gives us the key 
to the particular point which it is designed to impress upon us, 

EXPANSION OF w (vi. {—Vii. 6). , 
The subject of which is © °°: 
We are not in “sin,” because we died with Christ. 


wif Ivi r-r. Death to “sin,” and Life in Christ. 
Association with Christ in death and 47... | 
g | 12-14. Sin’ no more dominion, because no 
longer under law, being alive from the dead, 
h | 15-16. The old master and servant. 
hk | 17-19. The new master and servant. 
£ | 20-23. Free from‘‘sin” and alive fromthe dead 
(Illustration of "“ g,” by master and servant). 
f | vii. 1-6. Association with Christ in death and 47. 


(Illustration of “f,” by husband and wife). 

We have to bear in mind that the great subject of this 
whole division is SIN and not sins. The old nature 
(which is called “sin ") and not its results. The old tree, 
and not its fruits. 

Having learnt the great fact, objectively, as to the entrance of 
“sin,” and its penalty, death (v. 12-21), we come in this mem- 
ber (vi. 1—vii. 6) to be taught directly as to “sin ” itself sub- 
Jectively, in its special relation to ourselves and our exptrience, 

In no department of Theology is seen more clearly how 
opposite is the teaching of Romans, here, to that which is of 
man and: of Auman reasoning. Romans’ teaching is that 
all are absolutely ruined by sin, and wholly unable to 
restore themselves to Divine favour. The popular teaching 
is that man is not wholly ruined, and that therefore he is able 
to do something to regain the Divine favour, and promote 
his own happiness by progress in virtu€ and knowledge. 

Having learnt this opposition in Rom. i, 16—v. 11, as 
to justification objectively, we ate now to be Divinely taught 
as to its bearing on the believer subjectively. 

The subject is opened by stating an objection which, 
from that day to this, is the first manifestation of the 
natural man's enmity to salvation by free grace. . Itis most 
plausible: If the sinner is justified without works ; and if, 
where sin abounded, grace has much more abounded, may 
we not continue in sin that grace may still more abound, 
and be still more abundantly displayed ? 

Let any of our readers state the doctrines of grace to a 
natural man, and he will be found at once to use this 
objection in retort. It will come naturally and. spontane- 
ously from the natural heart. 

But before we consider the Divine answer to ‘it, it will be 
necessary for us to notice how the first member f (vi. 1—11) 
of the structure given above is itself contructed. 

THE Expansion OF f vi. I-11. 


Death to sin” and Life in Christ. Association with 
Christ in Death and Life. 


f | i | vi. 1-3. Death to “sin” cannot entail life in 
sins. , 
j |47. By association with Christ in His death 
and Jie there cannot be continuance in sin. 
J | 8-30. By association with Christ in death 
and Jife there must be life with God. 
f | 11. Death to “sin ” entailing life with God. 
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Now we are prepared to understand the words employed, 
having before us in this structure the scope and design as 
the key to their meaning. The words, looked at from this 
point of view, interpret the truth to us ; instead of our having 
to interpret the words according to our ideas of truth. 


TRANSLATION OF i (vi. I-3). 


Death to sin” cannot entail life in sins. 


What, then, shall we say? Are we to go on in (the 
commission of) sin in order that (God’s) grace may 
abound? Far be the thought !* How shall (such as) 
we who died (in the person of our substitute, Christ) to sin 
(still) live in it? or (if you do not understand this) are ye 
as ignorant that as many of us as were baptized unto 
Christ Jesus unto His death were baptized. 

The question is merely asked as to whether as many of 
those who had been baptized really knew what it meant ? 
When Christ was on earth He said: “I have a cup to 
drink that ye know not of ”; “I have a baptism to be 
baptized with "° (Matt. xx. 20-22; Mark x. 38,39). That 
cup was His death (Matt. xxvi. 39). That baptism, then, 
must have been His burial (for it was something which the 
sons of Zebedee could undergo). Christ went under, not 
the water, but, the earth. And as many as had been bap- 
tised unto Christ are reckoned as having been buried with 
Christ. It was a figurative burial, whereby the person pro- 
fessed to become the disciple of Christ, owning Him as 
Lord ; no longer to live in the service of sin; but, as associ- 
ated with the One who had died and was buried, he 
professed to have died with Him and to be alive to God in 
Him, to serve God who had done so great things for him, 
in Christ who died and was risen. 

We have here the first preliminary statement of the great 
fact which is to be developed later on'in the teaching given 
to us in Ephesians and Colossians. 

‘This is the only reference to baptism in Romans. Paul 
had administered both circumcision and baptism during the 
first portion of his ministry “ to the Jew first” among the 
synagogues. He refers to what he, as a Jew, had received 
and practised ; and he draws an argument from it. 

But we hear no more of it. For when he comes in 
Ephesians and Colossians to speak of “ the Body of Christ,” 
and the Headship of Christ, it is Christ who is the Baptizer 
with the One Spirit. 

Speaking of baptism in Romans, he does not teach the 
Mystery, but he connects it with “the Gospel promised 
afore.” But speaking of the Headship of Christ, it is the 
baptism with the Holy Spirit which he connects with it. 
In other words the old ordinance of baptism is connected 
with the Gospel “ promised afore” (Rom. i. 2), while the 
further revelation (in Eph. and Col.) is concerning the One 
Spirit by the one Lord into the One Body and is connected 
with the Mystery never before revealed. The Mystery is 
mentioned in this epistle in its closing words as forming the 
starting point of, and connecting link with, the further 
teaching to be given in Ephesians. 


*Fourteen out of the fifteen occurrences of this expression occur in 
these Church Epistles—10 in Romans, 3 in Gal., and 1 in 1 Cor, 
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TRANSLATION OF j Vi. 4-7. 


By association with Christ in His death and life there 
cannot be continuance in sin. 


We were buried, then, with Him by our baptism 
unto (His) death to the end that like as Christ 
was raised up from among the dead by the glory (i.e. 
the glorious power) of the Father, so we also should 
(get to) walk in newness of life (s.c., .life-newness, or, 
freshness, with - emphasis on newness). For if we 
are’ become planted together* in the likeness 
of His death we shall exist (in the likeness) of the 
resurrection (of Him, że., His resurrection also; know- 
ing this, that our old mant was crucified together 
with (Him) to this end, that (the domination of) 
the body of sin, (this slave of sin) might be brought to 
nought (or rendered inoperative) that no longer should 
we be slaves to sin. For he that died (or has once 
for all died, że., with Christ, ver. 8) is cleared (justified) 
from sin.” 

Here, note again it is “sin,” not sins. It is the old man 
and the old tree that is being dealt with. The whole 
passage is so clear that it requires no explanation at our 
hands. It was written in order to explain these wondrous 
truths to us. He who has once died (as the believer has 


` in Christ) has already suffered the penalty, and received the 


wages of “sin.” He is therefore cleared, and thenceforth 
discharged from all its legal claims.. But it is in Christ 
that he died, and is reckoned to have died with Him, as 
expressed in the counterpart of His death. 

What the consequence of this is, is explained in 

J: Vi. 8-10, 
By association with Christ in death and life, there must be 
life with God. 

“Now if we did die together with Christ we believe 
that we shall live also with Him (the future tense is 
used here to show that though this is spiritual now, it will: 
soon be gloriously literal and real knowing (as we do) that 
Christ, haying been raised from among the dead, 


*To plant and to build are terms used by God throughout His Word 
for the setting of a People or a Nation as a corporate unity on the 
earth (Exod. xv. 17, Jer. xviii. 9, Amos ix. 15). The same words 
are used by the Holy Spirit in 1 Cor. iii 6-10 in reference to the 
preaching of the Gospel ‘‘ to the Jew first.” “I have planted ”—*as 
a wise master-builder I have laid the foundation.”. By the baptism of 
Jews and Gentiles in confession of Jesus as Lord and Christ, those 
who before were sepqrated as circumciséd and uncircumcised were 
t‘ planted together,” and became ‘*members one of another.” The 
church so constituted contained persons of two nationalities, recognised 
as ‘fone body in Christ,” though all that this meant could not yet, be 
explained, for the Headship of Christ was not yet preached. 2 

The force of this Scripture, Rom. vi. 5, lies in the contrast between 
the two verbs, ‘we are become ” yeyórapev (past), ‘we shall be or 
exist ” érópeĝa (future). The saintshad become *‘ one body "’ on earth 
by baptism unto Christ's death. This was temporary. They were tu 
exist in the likeness of His resurrection by the baptism with the Spirit 
whereby he was raised from among the dead, a Spiritual body no 
longer associated by an ordinance upon the flesh), but by the indwelling 
Spirit united to Christ and one to another. [They were afterwards 


- taught that Christ had abolished in His flesh the law of command- 


ments in ordinances (Eph. ii. 15).) 
t In these epistles only here, and Eph. iv, 22, and Coloss. iii. 9. 
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dieth no more: death hath dominion over Him no 
more. For (the death) He died, He died once for all 
(as the penalty due) to sin, but in that He liveth, He 
liveth with respect) to God.” 

This is the consequence of Christ's death as regards 
Himself; and now the actual result of it to us and as 
regards ourselves in our own experience is stated in the 
fourth member. 

i. vi, IL 
Death to sin entailing life with God. 
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves (as*) dead 
persons (with reference) to sin (not sins!) but alive 
(ie living persons) (with respect) to God, in Christ 
Jesus.”t 

This again interprets spiritual facts to us ; and needs no 
human comments, which only darken the meaning and 
impede the flow of the doctrine. 

Now we come to the second member of the larger 
section. 

g. Vi. 12-14, 
“ Sin” (the old man) no more to have dominion. 


g|k|12. Sin not to reign in mortal body (exhortation). 
l | 13—. The members therefore not tobesurrend- 
ered as instruments of unrighteousness (negative). 
1 | —13. The members to be surrendered to God 
as instruments of righteousness (positive). 
k | 14. Sin not to lord it, because no longer under law 


but grace (reason for exhortation in ver. 12). 


The Translation of g vi. 12-14. 
“ Let not therefore sin (your old nature) reign in your 
mortal body so as to obey its desires, neither present 
ye} (or be presenting) your members unto sin (your old 
nature) as instruments (or weapons for it to use) of 
unrighteousness to sin. But present’ yourselves 
unto God as alive from among the dead, and your 
members as instruments (or weapons) of righteousness 
unto God. For sin (your old nature) will not be 
your lord (with emphasis on your); for ye are not 
under law but under grace.” 
The third and fourth members which go together. 
h, vi. 15, 16 and 4, vi. 17-19. 
The subject illustrated. 


h m| 15,16. Acts of obedience indicate the master 
served. 
n | 17. Change of acts of obedience. 


n | 18. . Change of master served. 
m | 19. The master served indicates what the acts of 
obedience should be. 


The translation of h, and 4; vi. 15-19. 
What then? Shall we sin (or are we to sin, Sub. aor- 
according to LT Tr A) because we are not under law, 
but under grace? Far be the thought! Know ye not 


* The verb, fo de, is omitted by “all the best Greek Texts. 

t The words, our Lord, are evidently the addition of a later scribe, 
and are omitted in all the best Texts. 

t Present tense, be presenting, with a continuous present sense, 
meaning tf 1s at no time to be donc. 


§ Aorist tense, which refers to the act itself as a once accomplished 


fact : lit. Aave presented yourselves once for all. 
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that to whom ye present yourselves as seryants for 
obedience, ye are servants to him whom ye obey: 
whether of sin (če, the old nature) unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness. But thanks be to God 
that (although*) ye were servants of sin, yet yp obeyed “ 
from the heart that form of teaching in which ye 

were instructed (lit. to which ye were delivered), Having 

then got your freedom from sin (¢¢., from the dominion | 
oftheold nature) ye are made servants of righteousness. 

I speak after the manner of men on account of the 

weakness of your flesh: for as ye once presented - 
your members in bondage to uncleanness and to 

lawlessness to (work) lawlessness; so now present t 

your members in bondage to righteousness to (work) 

holiness. 

Having thus got our freedom (as verse 18 explains) from 
the lordship of sin (¢.¢., from the dominion of the old nature) 
we have become the bond-servants of righteousness. 

Further illustration of this great fact is afforded by 
The fifth member g. vi. 20-23. 
Ltlustration of g vi. 12-14, Master and Servant. 


g | o}]q |2o—. Servants of “sin.” 
r | —20. Free men as to righteousness. 
p|21. The fruit shame, and the end death 
oj r|az—. Free men from sin. 
| y | —22—. Servants of God. 


p | —22, 23. The fruit, holiness, and the 
| end eternal life. 
The following is the translation of g vi. 20-23. 

“For when ye were servants of sin (¢., the old 
nature) ye were free in the matter of righteousness. 
What fruit then had ye at that time in the things of 
which now ye are ashamed? For the end of those 
things is death (vi. 23). But now, having got your 
freedom from sin (your old nature) and once made 
servants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, 
and the end eternal life (vi. 21) For the wages of 
sin (the old nature) ss death, but the free gift of God is 
eternal life in (and through) Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

We pass on to the last member of this section, vz: The 
first six verses of chap. vii. which correspond with vi. 1-11. 

Just as in the previous section on justification, two 
illustrations were given in (1) Abraham, (2) David (chapter 
iv): so here in this section, as to the effects of justification, 
there are also two illustrations: (1) master and servant 
(vi. 16-23), and now (2) man and wife (vii. 1-6). 

Expansion oF “f” (vii. 1-6). 
© Illustration of “£” (vi. 1-11) Man and Wife. 
f] s} vii r. Lordship of the law during life. 
t|uf2. Death releases from its claim. 
v |3. Result (Re-marriage lawful). 
u | 4—. We dead to the law in Christ. 

v | —4. Result (The way open for union 
with Christ in resurrection. 
Clearance from the law by death. 


ti 


s | 5-6. 


* The de (de) but, in the latter part of the clause implies the 
ellipsis of pév (men) though, in the former part, 

t Again we have the aorist tense, marking the act as done once for 
all, kave them presented. 
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The following is the Translation of f vil. 1-6. 

“Are ye ignorant, brethren (for I speak to them 
that know) (or have learnt) law, (/.¢., understand through 
having learnt how law works, and what are its effects) how 
that the law is lord over a man as long a 
time as he may ‘live? For the married woman is 
bound by law to her living husband (¢.c., so long as he 


is alive) but should the husband die she is free from ` 


the law of (or, as to) the husband. So then, if, while 
the husband is alive she be (married) to another man, 
she will be called an adulteress: but should her 
husband die she is free from the law, so as not to be 
an adulteress though she be (married) to another 
man. (And it goes without saying that, if she die herself, 
of course she is free.*) Wherefore, my brethren, ye 
‘too were once for all dead to the law by the body of 
Christ, that ye should be joined to another, eyen to 
Him that was raised up from among the dead, in 
order that we may bring forth fruit to God. 
For when we were in the flesh the sinful passions 
(with emphasis by Azad/age on ‘‘sinful,”) which were 
called out through the Law wrought in our members 
to bring forth fruit unto death: but now we have 
been (once for all) cleared from the Law, having died 
to thatin which we were holden: so that we serve in 
newness of spirit, and not in boldness of letter.” 

It is difficult to express this in English. But it means 
that we now serve, not as we once used to do the letter 
of the Law; but, following the instincts of the new 
(spiritual) nature, our obedience is quite a different thing 
altogether. Once we used to obey because of some vows 
and resolutions which we had made; but now we serve 
according to the new instincts of our spiritual nature, and 
on quite a new and different principle. 

This completes and exhausts the expansion of w, 
(vi. 1—vii. 6), the second member of this last great 
doctrinal division. It is a revelation of new and wondrous 
truth which directly concerns the Church of God ; and is 
the voice and instruction of the Spirit to those who are 

; members of that Church. 


* By the figure of Zuthymen:a one of the premisses is omitted, and 
the writer passes on to the conclusion. This explains the’ change: for 
it is we who died in Christ, and are therefore free from the law in order 
that we may be united to Christ in resurrection. 


JEREMIAH IN IRELAND: A BRITISH- 
ISRAEL AND BRITISH-EPHRAIM FICTION, 


By ARTHUR Rowan FAIRFIELD. 


II. 

The Sham Marriage Contract and the Pillow Stone, with 

some Forgeries. 
AVING brought the two sham royal lovers together, by 
H the worse than dubious processes described in our 
last number, Mr. Glover went on to evolve, out of his own 
sub-conscious self (or elsewhere) the conditions, upon 
which the stern prophet consented to hallow their union. 
These he gives—or, rather ejaculates—at such length and 
with such a wealth of uncials, that we shall quote them 
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from one, out of several later Identitist works, which has 
summarised them :—(1) “The worship of Baal must be 
renounced and the true faith established, (2) The nation 
must accept the moral law, as set forth.in the two tables. 
(3) The king must establish a school for the Ollams.” * 


The writer we quotet is no mechanical adapter from Mr. 
Glover, but professes to have found all the above conditions 
in “ The Psalter of Cashel, The Annals of Tigernach, and 
of The Four Masters, and the Welsh Triads,” 

These sources do not contain a word to such effect. 
This is one of the few instances where the base coin of 
Identity can be traced to the “forger” as well as to the 
‘‘utterer.” So common is the practice of withholding 
references to all these slippery dialecticians. 

Mr. Glover offers no evidence—beyond the well, 
known and puerile fiction, current since the last century 
among the vergers of Westminster—for the Coronation 
Stone, brought to the Abbey by Edward I, from Scotland, 
being the Pillow of Bethel. He feels that Jeremiah 
“ must" have brought it to Ireland with the Ark of the 
Covenant. Ærgo, the prophet did bringthem!. Q. E.D.! 

THE GENUINE EVIDENCE. 

The story which the Irish historians tell as to the arrival 
of their national “ Stone of Destiny” in their country is, of 
course, mythical, but it is the only evidence available, and 
is absolutely unanimous. , 

The concensus of all the annals being to the effect, that it 
was brought by the mythical race called the Tuutha-De- 
Dannan from Beotia 197 years before the arrival of the 
Milesians, who exterminated them. 

The British-Israel theory is that the Tuatha-De-Dannan 
were the tribe of Dan. On their own showing therefore, 
it was Dan—their own “ Pioneer "—and not Jeremiah who 
imported this stone to Ireland. 

f SOME SELECTED FORGERIES. 

Although the uttering of the base coin of others can be 
more often brought home to the minor pro-tagonists of 
“ Identity ” than the actual minting of forged evidence, Mr. 
Glover has not been without imitators. We select for 
an instance, a book, which has received the imprimatur, of 
the British-Israel Association; { Great Britains Rank 
among the Nations, by R. N. Adams, 1883. This contains 
a forgery of a pretended identification of the Scythic Sacæ 
of Herodotus with the Ten Tribes of Israel, alleged to exist 
in an unnamed work of the late Sir Henry Rawlinson. 
The forger’s aim, in this case, was to complete a chain of 
forged evidence from Ptolemy, who is made, by the Editor 
of The Covenant People (vol: v., page 118), to mention our 
Saxon ancestors as ‘ʻa Scythian people sprang from the 
Sakai ” (Sacaz); since Mr. Milner has taken the respon- 
sibility of re-issuing the work of the original “ utterer ”— 
the late Colonel J. C. Gawler—Dan, the Pioneer of Israel, 
1880, in that official organ. 


+ Why this last cunditiou! one aska. Grant, fur the sake of lucidity, that 
Ollum und not Olan, as vur Editor pointed out, is the correct Irish pronunciation, 


- and that the origin of the word is Hebrew, Glew; ‘a school for the Ollams'’ 


means ''a school for the eternities.” What would an “ Eternity'a " maaler teach 
bim at schvo} ! ? Perbaps Mr. Milner will tell ue! 


t Fisty Heasons why the Anglo-Sazoas are Israelites, By W. H. Poole, D.D.; 
London: Hunks and Suns; pp. 46, 47. 


+ The Covenant feaple, 1898; vol. v., page 18 (notos), 
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The unadorned and rather arid text of the founder of 
the Ptolemean system of astronomy is a favourite lode, 
whence the base metal of Identity is dug. A forged 
“ Ptolemy’s map of Ireland,” bristling with “ Dan ” names— 
eg., Dangan Castle,” so printed—is a “ common-form ” to 
be met with in almost any work one turns to. Dr. Poole 
cites it (page 40), and has a whole forged passage from the 
text of Book III, cap. 3; in which “descendants of Hebrews” 
are said to inhabit Iourna (sre) or, Erian, and the Anglo- 
Saxon name "' Anglesea” is introduced (page 39): Hine, 
the illiterate re-founder of this ludicrous’ yet sinister cult, 
sandwiches this pretended map amid the " red Fool-fury ” of 
his ferocious rejoicings in the anticipated extermination of 
the millions of our coloured colonial fellow-subjects. But 
the prizé is, after all, due to Mr. Adams, who, on page 
64 of the work referred to, actually forges on a forgery— 
a portion of one of the fraudulent Hebrew scripts, which 
the Russian Karaite Jew, Abraham Farkovitz, palmed off on 
several Russian and other scholars in the early Forties. 


_On comparing Mr. Adams's extract with the translation 
of the original Hebrew of Farkovitz, in Professor Har- 
kavy’s destructive criticism of “the Crimean Epigraphy "— 
once so dear to British-Israel—in Mémoires de l Académie 
Impériale des Sciences de St. Pétersburg ; Série, 1863, etc, 

` vol. 24; it appeais that he has printed only forty-five out 
of one hundred and sixty-two words; making up for so 


extensive a mutilation of his original—wéthout the slightest 


notice of mutilation—by interpolating eight words of his 
own which we print. Our italics denote the sixty-two omitted 
words; and our capital letters denote the eig? words 
added by Mr. Adams. 


Lam Jehudi, the son of Moses, son of Jehudi the 
Mighty (the Oriental], a man of the Tribe of Naphtali 
[of the Housé of Schillem\ which was carried captive [eth 
` Zhe exiles that were driven out with Hosea, the hing of Israel, 
together) with the tribe [s] of Simeon [and Dan], and [a few 
families of the] other tribes of Israel [zich the foe 
Shalmanaser led into banishment out of Samaria and the 
cities thereof) they were carried captive to Halah [which 
means Balkh} and to Habor which is Cabool, and to Gozan 
{which i ts Gosna, and to Hara, which ts Ferat, the cities of 
the banishment of the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half. 
tribe of Manassch, which Pilneser drove into exile. And there 
“settled they down, and from thence they spread theyrselves 
abroad over the whole land of the East, as far as China. 
As Í returned from wanderings tn the land of their banish- 
ment; and from travels in their halting places to the land of | 
AND to THE CHERSENESUS, WHICH 1S5 THE [Arin] 
CRIMEA.’ 


phe object of this fraud was two- fold First, the writer 
desired ancient evidence for a deportation of Israelites to 
the Crimea by the Assyrians, after the fall of Samaria. 
Next, it. would never have done to parade Jehuda Ben 
Mose’s assertion that, in his day (his alleged date is 604 
A.D.), the lost tribes, instead of being safe in these islands, 
Denmark and Norway, were spread all over the East as far 
_as China! Towards throwing further difficulties in the way 
of criticism, Mr. Adams imputed the discovery of this 
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“ancient Hebrew roll” to “the Rev. Mr. Szerna, Hebrew 
Christian missionary,” instead of to Farkovitz. 
THE LIFE STORY OF THE PILLOW-STONE, 
LATER DEVELOPMENTS. _ 

It now becomes our unpleasant duty to deal with a long 
roll of wholly unwarrantable glosses upon the Old Testa- 
ment record, which, a dignified clergyman of the Church 
of Ireland, Chancellor Hanan, has collected and reiterated 
in an article called “ The Worn Rings” in The Covenant 
People, 1899, pp. 233, etc. Premising that we have traced 
some of these to older sources, we can only pass on to our 
reader what we have had on high. Identitist authority, semi- 
officially, viz., that several of these are the result of recent 
E A date is 1893—by contributors to The Banner 
of Israel. 

The first specimen of the output of this Old Testément i 
Company we shall give, is an improvement of the record of 
Genesis xxxv., tò which Chancellor Hanan adds that after 
setting up and anointing the pillar of vers. 14 and 15 in 
Bethel, Israel “ took the pillow stone (cf. xxviii. 11-22) to 
be, as he had vowed, his family shrine” (page 233). The 
text of Gen. xxxv. is wholly silent as to the older monolith. 

We next select: “It (the Pillow-Stone) was spoken to 
or sung to at Beer” (ibid 234). This allegation is quite 
untrue. There is not a word in the relative passage (Num. 
xxi. 16-19) that admits of application to a stone or pillar; 
or to anything, save and except the precise converse of a 
pillar, that is to say, a depression in the ground, a “ well,” 
which is what 3 vz., deer means, an artificial dug-out 
well; in the delving of which, Moses is not assigned any 
share, it being “ sung to” as “ delved” by the princes and 


_the nobles of the people. 


Next, we have quite as outrageous a tmistepresentation : 
“ After the Battle of Bethoron it [the Pillow-stone] rejoined 
the Pillar at Bethel” (page 234). Now, not merely is the 
name of Bethel absent from Joshua x., the narrative of tHe 
defeat of the five kings—it occurs only ten times in the 
whole book of Joshua (viz., vii. 2 ; viii. 9, 12, 17 3 xii. 9, 16; 
xvi. 1, 2; and xviii. 13, 22, as a mere geographical expres- 
sion ; unconnected with narrative, except in viii. 12). No 
stone or stones of any kind are mentioned in Joshua x., save 
those rained down on the flying Amorites, and ‘‘the great 
stones,” with which Joshua sealed the mouth of the cave of 
Makkedah.” (Vers. 18, 27). : i 

We are at a loss to suggest the Scriptures, whose sense is 
falsified by such a string of inventions as (1);—“It (the 
Pillow-Stone) was the chief stone under the Temple roof; 
(2) On it, or by it, the kings of David’s line stood when 
crowned ; and (3) it remained in the Temple up to the time 
of the captivity.” 

A glance at the relative texts (which we add) will suffice 
to dispose of the following fictitious incidents in the history 
of this monolith :—‘‘(1) a bequest by will from Jacob to 
Joseph (Gen. xlviii. 9). (2) Is brought down to: (ibid) 
and up from Egypt (Exod. xiii), (3) Struck at Rephidim 
(Exod. xvii). (4) Objective of the Amalekite onslaught 
on Isracl—this is only Dr. Hanan's confident: ‘conjecture 
(ibid). (5) Moses sits on it during the ensuing battle 
(ibid), (6) Accompanies Israel throughout the, forty years 
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wanderings. (7) Struck the second time in disobedience 
at Rephidim (Num. xxxiii.), and (8) removed by David to 
the threshing floor of Araunah (2 Sam. xxiv. and 1 Chron. 
xxi.) i 
We conclude with a fictitious extract from a pretended 
work of Procopius, circa .a.D. 565, designed to support the 
impious Identitist demand, that we are to recognise the 
work of the Spirit i in ‘the blood-stained Polytheism of the 
Celts ;— : 

“ Hesus, Taranis, ` Belenus, Unus, tantummodo Deus, 
Unum Deum Dominum universe Druides solum agnos- 
cunt” (De Gothicis lib. iii.). 

i“ Hesus, Taran, Bel, One only God ; 
acknowledge One Lord God alone.” 

This is the quotation as given by the Rev. Commander 


all Druids 


L. G. A. Roberts, R.N., in Zhe Banner of Israel, April - 


zoth, 1898. 

None of Procopius’s histories are called de Gothicis ; 
and neither in his description of Britain, then almost wholly 
in the hands of the Tuetonic worshippers of Odin (De Bello 
Gothico ; Ed; Bonn; II: 260-7); nor, elsewhere in his 


works, is there a word of reference to Druidism or its gods.. 


The Rev. Commander will probably be surprised to hear 
that Procopius wrote in Greek, and not in Latin. 


stenieste ste t ste ste sta ste ate, Beste ee) ie, Lan’ 


Gonference Hddresses, 


We cannot hold ourselres n 


naible të every expression of the respectiv e 
speaken. Meny th whicb wo may not wholly agree are inserted as being 
ther suggestive or an mn of consideration. 


THE THRONE AND THE LAND: Or, SEVEN 
THINGS RELATING TO ISRAEL. 
i “By Pastor F., E. MARSH 


(At the Nottingham Conference, May, 1894.) 


TA subject of this Conference is, ‘‘The Inspiration 
je the Scriptures ; the Lord's Coming; and the 
ews.” ` 

Now, there ‘are seven things we need to remember in 
eee to Israel. I want briefly to mention them :— 

Of all the BOOKS which are written we need to 
Secictibid that Jehovah specially calls the Bible, “My 
word” (Isa. lv. 11). ` It is not that He merely speaks in it, 
but in the most emphatic: manner he calls it “ My Word.” 
Some ‘people say they believe the Scriptures are inspired 
because the Scriptures inspire them, but that, I think, is a 
low ground. I believe they are inspired, because they 
claim to be, and I think that is the right ground to go upon. 
It is for us to remember that He has been pleased to reveal 
His mind and will, in and through the words which are 
given to us. These words are not man’s words, but the 
words of the Holy Ghost. Let us also remember that 
this word was given to us through the Jews, and we have to 
thank the Jews to-day, humanly speaking, for the Bible. 

a, Of all the PEOPLE on the earth there is only one 
nation as a nation that God speaks of as“ His peculiar 
treasure” (Ex. xix. 5), as “ My people” (Lev. xxvi. 12), 
and that nation is Israel. I speak of Israel in the broadest 
sense of the word, for we must not confound the Jew with 
Israel when God speaks of them separately, When He 
speaks of the Jew: 


_ christ (Dan. vii. 11). 


‘be the king of the rebuilt city of Babylon. 


e specially refers to the two tribes, . 


“and when He speaks of Israel He speaks especially of the 
ten tribes. We remember that Judah is to go back to their 
own land in unbelief; that there they are to see the Lord 
Jesus Christ face to face, and to be, like the Apostle Paul; 
converted by a sight of Him. We know this, that Israel, 
the ten tribes, will hear of what God has done for Judah, ` 
and they will be brought into the wilderness, and the two 
sections which are now separated become one again, and 
the reunited twelve tribes become one nation (Ezek: xxxvii: 
19- -22). It js in that sense that I speak of Israel, as taking 
in the whole. Of these people God specially says they shall 
“not be reckoned amongst the nations!” (Nym! xxiii. 9), 
but they are to. be a peculiar treasure to Him, and they 
are, in a very peculiar sense, His own peculiar people. 

3. Of all the CITIES in the world, the one in which 
Jehovah takes a special interest is Jerusalem. Tt is called, 
“The City of the Great King” (Matt. v. 35). "That spot 
is specially dear to God. It is specially dear to us who are 
Christians, for we remember that it was just outside the 
city that our Lord was crucified, That spot is sacred to us 
because Christ has made it sacred by shedding His precious 
blood upon it. That city is yet to be rebuilt, with greater 
splendour than before (Ezek. xlviii.). 

4. Of all the LANDS in the earth there is one Jehovah 
speaks of as “ My land” (Ezek. xxxviii. 16) ; a land speci- 
ally dear to God. That land, now trodden down ‘by the 
Gentiles, is yet to be a fruitful land, and the promise given 
to Abraham is to be literally fulfilled: 

5. Of all the PERSONS who are marked out for 
special punishment in this world, ‘the chief is the Anti- 
There is to come a man, raised 
from the dead, energized by Satan, after whom all the world 
is to wonder, as we read in Rev. xiii. 3. I believe he will 
He is to 
dominate and make a covenant with the Lord’s people, 
then he breaks that covenaat and sets up the abomination 
of desolation spoken of by Daniel. That man, that wicked 
one, is to be specially punished by the direct intervention 
of God. The Lord Jesus Christ is going to, destroy that 
wicked one by his own personal appearance. When He 
comes with His saints the Antichrist is to be taken alive 
and cast into the lake of fire., That Antichrist is spoken 
of again and again in connection with God's ancient 
people. 

6. Of all the THRONES on the earth, God takes a 
peculiar interest in the throne of David. The promise that ` 
God gave to David, that one of his seed is to sit upon the 
throne for ever, is to be literally, fulfilled (Ps. cxxxii. 11). 
Pray do not ‘‘spiritualise ” those promises. They are to be 
taken in a literal sense, just as the prophecies of Christ 
were literally fulfilled when He came in His humiliation. 

7. Of all the MEN God is going to honour, or -has 
honoured, is His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the 
Head of the body which is the Church (and when I speak 
of the Church of God I do not mean those who profess. to 
be Christians, but the inner circle of the true people of 
God, those who are members of Christ’s mystical body. 
There are many members of our churches: who are not 
members of the mystical body of Christ. Those who are ' 
called out during this dispensation are to have a peculiar 
place, and a peculiar honour in association with that Man 
who died upon the Cross, who is honoured, even now, with 
glory and honour as He sits on God’s own right hand). 
That man, as man, is to be glorified, and he is tọ reign and 
dominate all things. 

There are two lines of promises, or prophecies, that are 
given to us in the Old Testament. One of these relates to 
the throne of David, and the other relates to the land of 


Digitized by Teleios Ministries 


104 


THINGS TO COME. 


: Man, 


Israel, to the Holy Land. You remember the promise 
which the angel gave to Mary as the mother of Jesus. This 
specially has reference to the promise, or prophecy, which 
was given in relation to David. Look at Luke i. 31-33. 
Notice the positive manner in which the Holy Spirit speaks. 
In these verses we have seven saks or ‘shalts. 
‘Behold thou: skalt conceive,” etc. In this first “shalt ” 
we have the greatest of all mysteries. Then we have the 
sweetest of all names, “ Thou skalt call His name Jesus.” 
Then we have the greatest of all men, “He skal? be 
great.” Then we have the highest of all titles, ‘‘and shall 
be called the Son of the highest.” Then we have the 
noblest of all monarchs, “ He skall reign over ‘the house of 
Jacob for ever.” Then we have the longest of-all reigns, 
“And of His kingdom there skai? be no end.” Mark 
carefully the 32nd and 33rd verses. ‘‘ He shall be great 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord 
God shall give unto Him the throne of his father David, 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of 
his kingdom there shall be no end.” That is confirming 
the prophecy of Isaiah. In chapter ix. 6, we have it plainly 
stated by the Holy Spirit, “For unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given.” (If you want a case of verbal 
inspiration this is one. Asa Child He is born, as a Son 
He is given). ‘And the government shall be upon His 
shoulder; and His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,” 
etc. When the shepherd found his sheep, he put it on his 
shoulders and carried it bome rejoicing. But it is said, 
“the government shall be upon his shoulder,” not 
“shoulders.” There is no effort with God, but it was a 
greater work on the part of ‘God to provide for our salva- 
tion and save us from Hell than it is for Christ to reign 
and put all things under His feet. There isa line of 
prophecy in connection with Israel that relates to the 
throne of David, and that Christ is distinctly said to be 
related to the throne, and, as the Son of David, is to sit 
upon the throne as David's Son and the Lord. 

We have also a line of prophecy in relation to Israel, in 
connection with the land. In Genesis xii. 7 we have the 
promise given to Abram, ‘‘ Unto thy seed will I give the 
land,” etc. -It is a covenant entered into by God himself, 
which he pledges Himself to fulfil. This is a promise that 
God gives to Abraham as he comes into the land. All 
God’s gifts and promises are without repentance. Notice 
how this promise is repeated in Genesis xv. 18. “In the 
same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, 
‘Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of 
Egypt unto the great river, the River Euphrates.’ When 
you get home, go and see how in the light of that verse 
and the history, if ever Israel, possessed the land to the 
extent promised to Abram. That promise has never yet 
been fulfilled, and we look to God, as He Himself has said, 
to fulfil it, and He will fulfil, even as He has pledged 
Himself to do. God moves very slowly as we look at 
things, but He moves very surely, and we need not try to 
hurry the hand of God, for He will accomplish His 
purposes in His own time. His promise was also given 
to Jacob, and it was so apprehended by him that in his 
dying day he referred to it again. We may look up to the 
Lord and expect and know that He will surely keep to this 
word that He has given. Turn to Jer. xxxii. 37. Here 
you get a number of “I wills.? God's promises are always 
backed up by an “I will” or “shall.” They do say that 
some people’s promises are like pie-crusts, only made to 
be broken, but this does not refer to the promises of God. 
“ Behold / wi? gather them out of all countries, whither I 


have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in 
great wrath, and Z will bring them again unto this place, 
and Z wi: cause them to dwell safely,” Read to the. end 
of the 41st verse. Read Ezek. xxxvi. and notice. the 
number of “I wills” that God gives again. The 23rd 
verse, “and / wl sanctity my great name,” etc. The 
whole chapter deals with God bringing back’ "His people. 
In closing I would say that we may be sure that God will 
keep the promise He gave to David in respect to the 
throne, and also to the promise He gave to. Apanan i in. 
relation to the land and His seed shall indeed possess it, as 
He Himself described. The land taken in: ‘by these pro-. 
mises has never been possessed. It was under tribute in 
the days of Solomon, but it has never been possessed by 
God’s people. But they shall possess it, and we are look- 
ing to God to fulfil His promises and accomplish ‘His 
purposes. 
If you ask me to give the truth of the Bible in one word, 
-I shall reply, “Israel.” The children of Israel are scat- 
tered amongst the nations; they are rejected, broken off, 
‘because of their unbelief and rejection of Christ, but God 
has got His eyes upon them. God knows where Israel is, 
and in His own time He will keep to His promise and 
plant them again in their own land, and then salvation will 
mean not only blessing to them, but to the whole world ; 
for they will be the great missionaries to go forth to 
evangelise the natious, according.to Romans xi. i 


LL 


Questions and Finsvers. 
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Question No. 190. ie 
Anon* ‘Please explain why ‘mercy’ is found in the salutatipns 
of Timothy and Titus." ` 


Because these are the three pastoral epistles: so ‘called 
because they were addressed to individual-pastors. Pastors 
specially need this tender gift which produces fitness for 


| the Gospel ministry, and gives comfort amid the many 


failures in its exercise. 
own case, (vers. -13, 16; 
Heb. ii. 17). n 

That the word, ‘ mercy" should thus occur only in these 
three epistles is a proof of their genuineness, as any forger 
would have been careful to copy the Apostle’ s usual form 
of salutation. 


The apostle refers to this in his 
r Cor. vii. 25; 2 Cor. iv. i. and 
¢ 


QUESTION No, 191. 

R. S. T., Smethwick. ‘How are we to understand James, v. 14,15?” 

By noting and heeding the address on the envelope (as 
it were) in which the epistle comes to us. The letter is an 
open one, so that we may read it for our own enlighten- 
ment, and apply it as far as the letters addressed specially 
to us will allow, but leave its interpretation to those to 
whom it is addressed. Thus shall we ‘rightly age the 
Word and find the “ truth.” 


Question No, 192. 
W. H., Romsey. “ Could you explain the meaning of Rev. xii. 7-0. 
If this is future it would seem as though Satan and his angels have got 
access into heaven." 
If they have not, with whom is our warfare (Eph. vi. 12) 
in the heavenly places? We are expressly told that it is 
with ‘wicked spirits” (see margin). We are nowhere 


* Wo must ask our kind queutioners to let Us have Hele ene and arias 
not necessarily for publication. 
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told that there is any change in the condition of things 
described in Job. i. 6 until we come to Rev. xii. We may 
not be able to understand or explain this, but it is no reason 
why we are not to believe it. See Part II. Figures of Speech, 
- pp. 228-237 for a lengthy exposition of Rev. xii. and xiii. 
QUESTION No. 193. 
W. C., San Francisco. ‘* Are the officers of Acts vi. 1-6, the same 
as the Deacons of 1 Tim. iii. 13. : 
Bi In regard to their Ecclesiastical standing ? 

2) In the discharge of their office?” 

They appear to be the same in character. 

Their Ecclesiastical standing was the same as that of the 
saints who selected them. The laying on of the Apostles’ 
hand did not qualify. them ; they were chosen because they 
were already qualified, being “ men of honest report, full of 
the Holy Ghost and wisdom.” The Apostles merely gave 
their approval and authority to the action of their brethren. 
_The laying on of hands by Timothy (1 Tim. v. 22) probably 
was one of the same kind; it could not confer gift since 
Timothy was not an Apostle. 

Their office appears to have been the charge of the funds 
ofthe assembly, and the distribution of its benevolence 
among the poor members. Fot this they were to be known 
as trustworthy as regards earthly things, and led by the 
Holy Spirit to act with wisdom in all circumstances, doing 
nothing by partiality. 


Question No. 194. 
G. T., Grangemouth. 

Your question as to where to worship deserves a long 
and careful reply; for the matter is as serious as it is 
important. Pending our ability to do this we feel we cannot 
do better than give the following extract from Zhe Christian 
Witness, published in Plymouth, in 1837. 

It is by one who sought out a better way. How far he 
and his followers have kept to the principles then enun- 


ciated, history informs us. 

“No meeting which is not framed to embrace all the children of 
God in the full basis of the kingdom of the Son, can find the fulness of 
pal because it does not contemplate it ; because its faith does not 
embrace it. ; 


‘He is an enemy to the work of the Spirit of God, who seeks the ` 


interests of any particular denomination. 


“ Those who believe in the power and coming of the Lord Jesus 


Christ, ought carefully to keep from such a spirit; for it is drawing 
back the Church to a state, of which ignorance and non-subjection t 

the word have been the occasion, and making a duty of its worst an 

most Anti-christian results. This is a more subtle and prevailing 
mental disease (fe /followeth mot us) even when men are really 
Christians.” j 


Oug Monthly Bible Study. 
} REE a Ieee 
THE RESURRECTION SAINTS—THEIR . 


CONDITION. 
1, IT WILL BE ONE OF EXCEEDING GLORY: 


Phil. iii. 21 ; Rom. viii. 11. 


2. IT WILL BE ONE OF REPOSE: 
Matt. viii. 11; 2 Thes. i. 7. 
3. IT WILL BE ONE OF POSSESSION: 
Col. iii. 24; Eph. i. 14; Pet. i. 4, 5. 
4.. If WILL BE ONE OF ACTIVITY: 
' Luke xvi 11, 12; Rev. vii. 15, xxii. 3. 
5. IT WILL BE ONE OF RE-UNION: a 
Heb. xii. 22, 23 $ Thes. iv. 13-18. 
6, IT WILL BE ONE OF VISION: 
í ‘1 Jno. iii. 2; Rev. xxii. 4. 
7. IT WILL: BE ONE OF SAFETY: 


1 Cor. xv. 25; Heb. xiii. 14; 2 Cor. iv. 17; Eph, ii. 7. 
Christ Church Lodge, Bromley, Kent. T. GEORGE. 
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JEWISH SIGNS. 


THE WORLD'S VIEW OF ZIONISM. 


The following is from the Globe, of Dec: 12. 
ZIONISM. . 


“The great world, in its hurry and in its pre-occupation with more 
important matters, has almost forgotten that such a thing as Zionism 


exists; but all the same it steadily progresses among the Jews. An 
article in the Fortnightly Review calls attention ta the pisen 
state of the movement, and gives a useful sketch of its past Zionism 
may be said to be the outcomeʻof the terrible Russian and Roumanian 
persecutions of 1880-81, and of a state of things which, to ‘the 
indelible stain of Germany and Austria, and Russia and Roumania, has 
rendered the lives of the Jews in those countries almost intolerable.’ 
Its aim, as was laid down at the First International Jewish Congress 
which was held at Basle in 1897, is to create for the Jewish people a 
publicly legally assured home in Palestine, by purchase from the Porte 
if need be. And according to the Second International Congress, 
Zionism aims not only at the economical and political, but also at the 
spiritual regeneration of the Jewish people. Palestine is, of course, 
the home of the Jewish nation, and’ as its leaders admit, there is 
probably not a single country in Europe where the Jews enjoy wider 
and more complete tolerance than in Turkey. The country could 
support fully ten times its present population. At the beginning of the 
Christian Era the land was densely populated, and full of populous 
cities. Again, in the Middle Ages, under the Latin Kingdom, the 
country was rich and prosperous, and the Latins were richer and 
happier in Palestine than they had ever been in Europe. Twice has 
an International Jewish Congress pronounced in favour of the "legally 
assured home,’ and the present Sultan may well say with Suleiman, 
his predecessor, ‘We will profit by the folly of the Giaour—open wide 
the gates of the Empire to the Jews.’ ” . i 


THE JEWS' VIEW OF ZIONISM. 
A writer in Die, Welt speaks of Zionism as | 
A GREAT POSITIVE IDEA l 


4 

At the outset this statement seems to have neither novelty nor that. 
striking euphonism that shall draw special attention. And yet he who 
takes the trouble to think, he who realises the world character of the 
movement—not only how it now colours Jewish thought, but also how 
it will in the future affect Jewish life and bear upon the world’s history 
—will be loth to dismis$ it with that shrug of contempt which expresses 
the attitude of many people. We, for our part, do not tire from insist- 
ing upon the thousand and one points of view that bear djrectly or 
indirectly on Zionism, because we hold it to be the duty not only of 
the avowed Zionist but of the plain Jewish journalist to present all’ the 
facts to the Jewish public, so that at the great moment when theories 
will give way to actual results, none can say they have abstained or 
withbeld their sympathy and support through ignorance. To return to 
the main issue—the greatness of Zionism, the completeness of thought, 
the mere fact that it is a great positive idea, should make it welcome, 
and command our attention in these days of make-shift policies and 
plaster solutions for serious difficulties. Ifa peculiarly happy political 
situation should not have brought the scheme within a reasonable 
measure of realisation, the depth of the idea, the ultruism it demands 
from its adherents, the spirituality in this, from some points of view, 
materialistic plan shoyld make Jew after Jew fall into the ranks of the 
movement, determined to keep this idea bright and hold out a hope to 
our people that by self-help they can attain much needed self-depend- 
ance. oe 


THE SPREAD OF ZIONISM. 


Of the Zionist movement among the Jews, says the Free 
Church of Scotland Monthly: 


They had a year ago 42 associations in Austria-Hungary, now they 
have 250; 23 in Russia, now 373; 27 in Roumania, now 127; 14 in 
Britain, now 26 ; 10 in America, now 60, and including 26 groups in 
New York and 8 in Chicago. Formerly there were no associations in 
Germany, now there are 25; none in France, now there are 3; none 
in Italy, now there are 12; none in Switzerland, now there are 6. 
Belgium, Denmark, Greece, Servia, Bulgaria, Turkey, Egypt, and 
Transvaal are represented also. : ' 
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CONCESSIONS FOR RAILWAYS IN PALESTINE. 
The Board of Trade Journal says :— ‘ 


A despatch, dated 23rd December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Beyrout, reporting that, 
according to information received from Haifa, the concession for the 
Syria-Ottoman Railway, from Acre and Haifa to Damascus, has been 
re-secured by the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding Company, 
Limited, and the caution money has been deposited in the London 
branch of the Ottoman Bank. Formal permission has been received 
by the representatives of the Company on the spot from the Govern- 
tment of Acre to commence operations. 


“THE NEXT CONGRESS. 
“THE COLONIAL BANK. 


“OFFICIAL STATEMENT. 

‘í The Central Committee of the Basle Congress met last week in 
Vienna, and held a conference that lasted several days. 

‘t The explanations which the president, Dr. Herzl, gave of the 
Palestinean tour convinced the committee that the reception of the 
deputation by the German Emperor will yield results of great advantage 
to the movement. 

‘Great consideration was given to the questions of organisation 
and the reform’ of the election of delegates, but no amendments 
involving change of principle were adopted, but steps were taken to 
secure proper elections and to prevent misuse being made of voting 
power. The Congress will continue to represent Zionists, and only 
those who pay shekels will be entitled to vote. 

“ The registration and incorporation of the Jewish Colonial Bank 
was decided upon, and the prospectus after amendment, finally 
approved. $ 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 
“NEW TRUTHS FOR A NEW AGE.” 

Such was the head-line of a large bill we recently saw in 
Leicester. 

Another sign of the advancing apostasy and of the 
increase of ignorance of God's word. 

The enemy’s lie is upon the face of the bill, for the 
“ truths ” are no more “new ” than is the “age.” 

The subject of the first lecture was ‘SALVATION: 
NEITHER BY. FAITH NOR BY WORKS, BUT BY CHARACTER.” 

The subject of the second was ‘THe Trinity 
EXPLAINED.” . 

When we state that the Lectures were given in the 
Sunday School Union Memorial Hall (hired, of course), 
and that the Lectures were by Nonconformist: Ministers 
(from Derby and Northampton), we have said all that need 
be said, ao 

MUSIC - MAD. 

The latest news is that people must now have ‘‘ DINNER 
Hour Concervs.” 

Not content with desecrating the House and professed 
Service of God, by turning them into Sunday Concert Halls, 
the week-day dinner hour is now to be invaded, and 
music provided “from five minutes past one to five 
minuteg to two.” 

What has this to do with the signs of the times ? it will 
be asked. Only this—that this is considered to be 
“Church Work ”—and is organized in connection with a 
popular Nonconformist work. That is all! This appears 
to be the estimate of the Lord’s Commission, to preach 
the Gospel of His Grace to lost sinners. l 
“*“DINNER-HourR CONCERTS.—The dinner-hour concerts, which 
during the last eight winters were so successful, will recommence on 
October 25th, and will be continued every Tuesday during the coming 


season, from five minutes past one to five minutes to two at the City 
Temple Hall, Farringdon Street.” 


“BY THE WATERS OF BABYLON.” 

Was it not Cowper who wrote in his Zask and spoke of 
the thousands who would ‘‘sit and listen to Messiah’s 
eulogy for Handel’s sake?” 

But the religious world has got beyond this, for the 
following record shews they can sit and listen to His agony 


—and applaud with “ delirious ” approval when set fo music, 
When the captives’ from Babylon were requested to sing a 
song, and take down their haips from the willows on which 
they were hung—their answer was, “ How shall we sing the 
Lord's song in a’ strange land"? If I forget thee O° 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning (Ps. 
cxxxvil. 4-5). . The difference -between these, and” those 
described here, is this. The captives felt their position, and 
these don’t, > i e ee ee N 

: E . l ' “ Rome, Dec. 13. 

“The first performance of the new oratorio, * The Resurrection of 
Christ,’ by Don Perosi, the celebrated priest-musician, took: place to- 
day in the Church of the Twelve Apostles, which had been transformed 
into a magnificent concert-ball and lighted by electricity.” 174 i. ~ 

“ Judea Capta ” was too sacred for the captives to take as 
the theme of amusement for their conquerors.’ It touched 
their own sufferings. A modern audience can listen to the 
sufferings of the Son of God, as far as music can pourtray. 
them and—app/aud. at at 

“The prelude describing Christ’s agony on the cross, and the earth- 
quake, was most effective, the composer obtaining wonderful effects 
from the brass instruments, the trumpet nearly always. Jeading the 
majestic phrases, and the Resurrection theme often recurring, like a 
Wagnerian leit-motif."" À Saana E TS 

The prophet Ezekiel’s words can be well applied to such 
a scene. a i 

“ And lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of 
one that hath a pleasant voice, and can. play well on an 
instrument; for they hear thy words, but they do them 
not” Ezek. xxxiii. 32. i E 

‘The duet of the two Marys at the sepulchre is sublimely pathetic, 
and was enthusiastically encored.” a 

‘(The second part opens with a beautiful motifintermingled witb the 
Gregorian chant, representing the dawn of Resurrection day. ` Great 
applause greeted the Resurrection motif, when the. organ breaks ‘with, 
splendid effect. e : a ae ae 

“ The chorus of apostles and angels at the sepulchre aroused 
tremendous enthusiasm, and the exulting fugue announcing the 
Resurrection, and the final chorus ‘ Alleluia’—a grand crescendo— 
were greeted with immense applause and encored.s > >o on 

There is another “ opening ” that is recorded— 

“And I saw beaven opened, and behold a White horse; and He 
that sat upon him was called faithful and true, and in righteousness He 
doth judge and make war” (Rev. xix. 11) ! ' : . 

And what about the effect? Let us read :— 

“ And the Kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 
and the chief Captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and 
every freeman, hid themselves in the dens and in the.rocks of the 
mountains, and suid to the mountains and rocks, fall “on ps, and hide 
us from the face of Him that. sitteth on the Throne, and’ from 
the wrath of the Lamb " (Rev. vi, 15-16). a C : 

This “ earthquake ” will be ‘ most effective,” no one will 
ever write of it as producing a “ splendid effect,” there will 
be no “immense ‘ applause” neither will the audjence 


demand an encore. 


THE NEW CHURCHMEN’S UNION 
Is another sign of the times. It was pyblicly inaugur- 


- ated in the Church House not long ago. 


“ Among those who have taken somewhat active part in rosnaing 
the Union are Canon Cheyne, Canon Eyton, the Rev. A. B. Boy 
Carpenter, the Rev. E. C. Hawkins, Prebendary Davies, and otbers 
less known. At the initial public meeting at the Church House about 
fifty attended, and it was resolved at once to begin an active cam- 
paign. f as wile at 
“It is not easy to exactly state the theological reforms the members 
of the Union desire. In the first place they want entire liberty of 
thought in the ministry of the Church. Regarding revelation as pro- 
gressive, and human capacity for appreciating truth as progressive also, 
they (some of them at least) refuse to consider themselves bound by 
the theological formularies pf past ages, even when those formularies 
are contained in the creeds of their own Church. Their attitude to 
revelation was well-defined in their very able organ, the Church Gatctte, 
recently, ‘' While rendering all fitting reverence to the Bible, a broad 
Churchman absolutely refuses to be enslaved by it, or by any other 
volume or document whatever; because he holds that there is no 
manual! in existence whatever that possesses supreme or final authority.” 
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| . ROME UNCHANGED.. 

The following, taken from The Pall Mall Gazette, shows 
that Rome, while adapting herself to the circumstances of 
the different countries where there is light and education, 
carefully curtails her practices and procedure. But where 
there is dense ignorance, Rome readily “trades upon it.” 
The following is an evidence of this : 

“A parish adjoining Puebla-de-los-Angeles, in Mexico, has recently 

ublished the results of a soul-lottery, which has aroused great interest 
in Jocal circles. There are. three winners, though unfortunately we 
don't know how many tickets were taken up, and the officiating clergy 
of this enterprising Mexican community are to be congratulated on the 
business-like Le he which they announce results. $ 

“No. 840. - The soul of James Vasquey has been delivered from 
Purgatory and has arrived in Paradise, i 

‘Nos. 41 and 762. The souls of Madame Calderon and the old 
widow, Madame Froncisca de Parras, have equally been delivered from 
Purgatory and have entered into Paradise. ` 

“The next drawing will take place at the Church of St. Saviour on 
January Ist, and the winning numbers will release four martyred souls 
from Purgatory with free right of entry into Paradise. Tickets at the 
price of one dollar each can be purchased from present date. 

” “The time-honoured institution of the soul-lottery ticket seems to 
answer the question ; What will the sporting interest do in the next 
world? ” . 5 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 


“IN ALL THEIR THOUGHTS THERE IS NO 
' ` GOD” (R.v.). 


Spiritists in their addresses, and the writings from their 
leaders, manifest a very uncomfortable state of mind when 
there is necessity to refer to a first cause. All sorts of 
phrases are resorted to, as if such a reference demanded 
apologies on their part. 

In our last number we commented on the sneer of 
contempt conveyed in the sentence “ That which we call 
God.” In this, they are but forerunners of that one that 
is to come, who ‘shall speak marvellous things against the 
God of Gods,- If we go back to New Testament times, 
we read of those who, under cover of religion, called the 
master of the house ‘‘ Beelzebub,” and committed the sin 
against the Holy Spirit by declaring that it was by the 
power of Beelzebub, z.e, by Spiritism, thate Christ 
performed His mighty works. 
` Perilously near to this are the words which follow. The 
Lord Jesus is placed on a parallel] with Hermes, Buddha, 


and if there can be a worse comparison, Mahomet—a . 


‘man of lust, and blood, whose follower to day reigns in 
Constantinople, the promoter of Armenian Massacres. 
“Now the good is God, and He alone is. In the infinite universe, 
there is only His infinite substance. To seal His Covenant with us, 
| God gives us a Syria Sidento, a Hermes, a,Confucius, a Buddha, a 
Christ, a Mahomet, ete.” : f 
In their efforts to find a term that can be substituted for 
“That which we call God,” we: are presented in one 
number of. their organ Light, with a sufficient variety 
“Great Hierophant ”—*“ Supreme Mind,” “Supreme 
' Master,” “All, power of the Divine Aura,” and lastly: 
“Great Unmanifest.” i 
This’ last, suggests the same moral condition as the 
Athenians, who, to make sure that with their 30,000 gods 
, nothing should be left out, erected an altar to the 
: UNKNOWN GOD. l 


“HARD SPEECHES SPOKEN AGAINST HIM.” 


+ “Some still hold with the Covenant of God with the Hebrews 
* through Moses. Slaves of the old books, Deuteronomy and Exodus, 
* inwhich it is expressly commanded not to call up the spirits of the 
> dead, evil spirits, and strange gods, they imagine that the world has 
: not made a single step forward since Moses, and that Jesus was 
" unable to contract a new alliance with the buman race.” 
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This last clause shows what ‘spirit they are of.: To. 
declare that Jesys came to contract a new alliance with the . 
human race, is to be a subverter of the Truth, and despiser . 
of the Gospel of the Grace‘of God. | gee as ay 


“DECEIVERS . '.. THAT: CONFESS: NQT THAT’ ` 
JESUS CHRIST COMETH IN THE. FLESH 1 (RV) 

“St. Paul, in his first Epistle to the Corinthians, quotes, Isaiah's 
words: ‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the prudence of 
the prudent will I reject." : Thus it was at the first coming of the 
word of Jesus, andi thus it will be at’ the ‘second’ coming’ which all: 
adherents of Modern’ piritualism are endeavouring to "bring about 
Light.” GO ER SG ae Se 
The Holy Spirit, by the mouth of Peter, has portrayed 
with photographic distinctness the advent of these deceivers, . 
They are amongst us to-day. Their condemnation’ pro- 
claimed, as those that turn the Scriptures to their own 
devices in these words, '‘ which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other Scriptures, unto 
their own destruction” 2 Peter, iti. 16., 000 55e 0° 7 

“ Philosophers and aélentive observers can clearly foresee the 
universal influx of the Divine Spirit, the coming of the blessed time 
which will give us the Kingdom of God.” l e E A 


« 
s 


We claim to be “attentive observers,” and in writing 
these papers on Spiritism, it will be understood by our 
readers that it is not our aim to minister to the curiosity of 
any. It is necessary to wade through much that is defiling 
to the mind, and to’: many would’ be corrupting to the 
heart. We read for others, and with the solemn conviction 
of the seriousness of the crisis we are coming to, perhaps 
might say, is upon us, ‘The conviction grows’ that this 
movement of the unseen “authorities and powers,” is but 
the forerunner of the time when those that.“ receive not 
the love of the truth,” shall.“ believe THE lie.” Any that 
teach these things are ‘‘Sons of Belial,” and “the man 
that sball touch them must be fenced with iron.” Itis not 
disputed’ that Spirit teachings are progressing’ with great 
rapidity. We have taken opportunities, by careful enquiry, 
to ascertain how far it has invaded the home circle. Mf 

It is a certainty that in many cases ‘‘ for the mere fun of 
the thing,” or an evenings amusement, there has been | 
trifling with Spirets without the consciousness of the dan- 
gerous ground being trodden. ‘The phenomena is much 
the same everywhere. Sometimes it is the planchette that 
is tried. ‘This appears to be superseded by the “Onifa, 
the wonderful talking board.” Many that have begun in. 


sport, have ended in becoming victims to the snare. It isa 
religious question, and this the spirits avow. It is a 


conspiracy against THE TRUTH, an arranged and. 
orderly plan to defeat the purposes of God, .as relating to 
the coming glory and kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The following extract is proof of the above statement :— 


“ When Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘The spirit bloweth where it 
listeth,. he was again indicating that divine priania would cal} 
the whole of evolved humanity to the knowledge Spirits ‘can give, 
choosing everywhere and without preference’ mediums capable of. 
reproducing their teaching.” ~ 17 Ns von ; 


SPEAKING PERVERSE THINGS. 


“ Divine Spiritualism will, for a ‘long time yet, be opposed by the © 
ordinary spiritualism of the darker worlds ; but a great pounce on is 
efiected day by day; our earthly humaniry is gradually becoming rid 
of perverse and impure tendencies which prevent advance and stifle 
all generous initiative,” ae paN i 

Yes, this “ divine Spiritualism ” that is to benefit evolved 
humanity is opposed by "Spiritualism of the darker worlds.” 
Here is the confession of. those who would cast away the 
Bible and give us something that may come from the dark 
side.. Who is to judge? One may prefer the one side; the 


ma 
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other, the opposite. There is no authority to decide 
the question. May be, it is the editor of Light who would 
constitute himself the arbiter of all questions of this kind. 
„It seems so on reading a paragraph in Light of Nov. 26th. 

“The writings of Swedenborg are a wonderful mine concerning 
Spirit communion, and some of his ‘ Memorable Relations’ are 
beautiful or sublime ; but one needs to be on one's guard when reading 
him. And yet when do we NOT need to be on our guard, when Spirit 
messages are about,” 

There is but one court of appeal, one standard. 
be found in loyal obedience to God’s Holy Word. 
when they shall say unto: you, Seek unto them that have 
‘familiar spirits and unto the wizards, that chirp and that 
mutter; should not a people seek unto their God? on 
behalf of the living should they seek unto the dead? 
To the law and to the testimony! if they. speak not 
according to this word, surely there is no morning for 
them? (Isaiah viii. 19, 20, R.v.). 

If we go back a few years and examine their records to 
be found in Vol. XI. of ‘Society of Psychical Research,” 
it is the same thing—seeking to overthrow the faith. We 
give extracts from the experiences of the latè W. Stanton 
Moses, M.A. 

tt One who called himself Imperator is frequently referred to as the 
E ‘ Asked wbo Imperator was,’ he said—‘ Prophet of the coming 

rut 

Here is a second extract, showing that behind all 
phenomena, the.dark design is obvious—to “resist the 
truth: men of corrupt minds concerning the faith.” 

At a séance “ Imperator . . delivered a very long and 
interesting ‘address on the Religions of the World. He 
pointed out the good in each, and showed how it received 
its sum and crown in Spiritualism.” 

When these doctrines are received, the Bible must go. 
They may put in garbled portions and talk about Christian 
Spiritualism ; but substitution, and resurrection are openly 


denied and scoffed at. 

“ Spiritualists had done as much as anyone to attack that ridiculous 
doctrine that Christ died in order that they might put upon his 
shoulders the punishment due to themselves. As soon asever they got 
the idea of tbe- spark of divinity in each man generally recognised, 
they would have social reform and social equality." 

This is given in Light (Nov. 12) asa “Contribution to 
Religious Thought,” by Mr. Noel, 
“buoyant, outspoken, and frank.” 
evidence? 


It is to 
“And 


and described as 


“ALL THE TRUTH. a 

In answer to one or two correspondents, it may be well 
to say that, when writing, it is absolutely impossible to guard 
against all the various ways in which words may be mis- 


understood. If we were to attempt to do this we might do 
nothing else, and never get forward atall. Ofcourse, when 
the Lorg Jesus said to the disciples, “ He shall guide you 
into all truth,” He meant the whole of that which the Holy 
a might hereafter make known. In the Acts, James, 

brews, &c., “all the. truth” necessary for the transition 
period. In the Apocalypse, “all the truth” .as regards 
prophecy that remained to be made known. In the Epistles, 
addressed to churches “all the truth” that concerns the 
standing of the Church in Christ. 

The pronoun, “you,” therefore, by jeee Non: belongs 
in the first instance, to the Twelve; but, by application, it 
belongs to (of course) all who are addressed in the several 
separate writings subsequently given (by inspiration) by the 
Holy Spirit. 


What need of further ` 
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The idea that we mean that there is no truth outside those 
Epistles which concerns the churches could have entered 
the mind only of those who prefer to find fault rather than 
to feed upon the truth itself. . 


ANGLO.-ISRAELISM. 

Our current papers on this subject are all-important, in 
themselves, and closely related to our great object in Things 
to Come. : 

We are not ignorant of the devices of the great enemy of 
God's Truth and God’s people, and are well aware that 
if he cannot hinder that truth he will seek’ to mar it. 

No sooner were God's people aroused about sixty years 
ago to the fact of the Lord's coming as their: great and 
blessed hope, than the error was: introduced that’ the 
“ 144,000 of all the tribes of the children of Israel 
(Rev. vii. 4) are Gentile Christians. 

And no sooner were God's people awakened to a greater 
interest in Israel, and in the prophecies concerning them, 
than the error was introduced affirming that Anglo-Saxon 
Gentiles are Israelites \ 

The two perversions of truth represent two contrary 
forces. 

The former is an interpretation of Scripture which is 
supported by spirit-communications outside the Word of 
God ; while the latter is an interpretation, based on a false 
canon of interpretation, which does not rightly divide the 
Word of Truth, and js supported by human forgeries 
outside that Word. 

The present advocates of both of these errors are of 
course both earnest and sincere; we would not for a 
moment doubt this, though we believe they are misled. ` 

But it is surely our important duty to oppose the one and 
expose the other and thus do what we can to deliver those 
who are in the meshes of these nets, and save, others from 
being caught with them. 

When God speaks of “ Israel". neither the voices of 
spirits nor the forgeries of men should ever tempt us to 
believe that He means the opposite of what He says, 
oe they be Gentile Christians, or unregenerate Anglo- 
axons 


REVIEWS. + aed 

God Spake all these Words. By Dr. J. H.. Brooks . 
Pickering & Inglis, Glasgow, 2s. 6d. This is a book that 
can be safely commended. The preface states that ‘Dr. 
Brooks spent a portion of his closing days on earth in 
carefully revising it for circulation throughout the British 
Empire and other English-speaking lands.” The “sceptic,” 
“higher critic,” and humanitarian Gospel preachers have a 
very bad time of it under the searching comments, of the. 
author. It is fashionable now to extol the “ Sermon on the 
Mount,” and preach this as the morality on which it is 
sufficient to form 'our ‘lives. Here is an extract on this 
point :—‘ There is no part of Scripture that is more 
directly opposed to all the instincts of human nature, or 
that presents a standard of morality more unattainable by 
man’s unaided resources.” There is one. chapter on the 
verse in 2 Tim. iii. 15 that everyone should read. Jt pre- 
sents most forcibly the absurdity of the revised translation. 
“Every Scripture inspired of God is also profitable.” Several ` 
eminent scholars are cited, and proof: ‘supplied of its 
falsity. Amongst others, ‘ Dr. Noyes, Professor in Har- 
vard University, who translated what may be called the 
unitarian version. The writer devotes a considerable por- 
tion of this chapter to Dr. Bullinger’s remarks on this 
question. It is too long to quote here, but the book 
should be obtained, and all the texts given by him care 
compared. We say to all our readers—get it. 
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STRANGERS AND PILGRIMS.” 


HIS is the Divine order of these two words, which we 
have in Heb. xi. 13 and 1 Pet. ii. rz. Man, who 
always thinks he can improve on what God says and does, 
would fain reverse that order. He sings, 
“I’m a pilgrim and a stranger,” 
and he would fain be a pilgrim without being a PPN 
But this is not God’s order. 

We must be strangers fo the world before we can be 
pilgrims s» the world. We must be His before we can 
walk in His ways. 

There are plenty of pilgrims who know nothing of 
being strangers. 

To be a stranger in the world we must first learn that by 
nature we are strangers to all that is of God. “Ye were 

. Strangers” (Eph. ii. 12). “Ye were... aliens.” 
“Alienated from the life of God” (Eph. iv. 18). “Ye 
were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by 
wicked works ” (Col. i. 21). 

But, thank God, there was One Who Himself would 
take the stranger’s place, for it behoved Him to be made 
in all things “like unto His brethren” (Heb. ii. 14). He 
saw the stranger helpless and ruined, but He would not 
pass by on the other side. “He came where he was” 
(Luke x. 33), and became a homeless stranger, not having 
where to lay His head. 

It is written, ‘‘He that is surety for a stranger shall 
smart for it” (Proy. xi. 15), and He smarted for His peo- 
ple for Whom He became the surety. In the margin it 
says, “shall be sore broken.” And He could say “I am 

. sore broken ” (Psa. xxxviii. 8). The chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes (margin, 


bruise) we are healed. Surely He hath borne our grief and 


carried our sorrows ' (Isa. liii. 4, 5). 

When we discover our glorious surety we ask (with 
Ruth) in amazement, “ Why have I found grace in Thine 
eyes, that Thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing Z 
am a stranger?” (Ruth ii. ro). : 

Then we learn two things. We learn that we had been 
“far off,” and that now we have been " made nigh” (Eph. 
li, 13)’ We learn the terrible position we had been in, and 
he inexpressible blessings to which we have been intro- 
Juced. ; 

‘1. We had been as “strangers” shut out from the 
anctuary (Ezek. xliv. 9) ; and that now “we have liberty to 
inter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus” (Heb. x. 19, 22). 


2. The stranger could not draw near in worship (Num. 

i. 51). But now we are made an habitation ror God 
(Eph. ii. 22). 

3. The stranger could not exercise the priest's office 
(Num. xviii. 7). But now we learn how ° He has made all 
believers priests unto God.” ies aa 

4. The stranger could not receive the holy anointing oil- 
(Exod. xxx. 31-33). But now we “have access by one 
Spirit to the Father ” (Eph, ii. 18), and on believing ‘ " were 
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise” (Eph. i 13) - : 

5. The offering from the stranger’s hand could not be 
accepted (Lev. xxii, 25). But now we are “ without 
blemish ” in Christ (Eph. v. 27). ‘‘Faultless” in Him- 
(Jude 24.). “Accepted in the, Beloved * ve (Eph. i. 6); 
‘*Pérfect in Christ Jesus” (Col. - i, 28). *And “by 
Him therefore” we can “offer the sacrifice of praise con- 
tinually ” (Heb. xiii. 15; 1 Pet. ii. 5; Rom. xii. 1). ` si 

And now, instead of being strangers to God, we’ have 
become strangers to the world. We are true Gershonites. 
Gershon means a stranger (Exod. ii. 22), and the ane 
ites were for service and for burdens (Num. iv.. 24- -27). 
not that our position as true Gershonites. . All our ee 
and burdens are named and numbered (Num. iv. 32,)-for it 
is written, “ By name ye shall reckon the instruments of 
the charge of their burden. Just as we read on a railway 
truck, “not to carry more than (so many) tons,” so of 
His people it is written, “God is faithful, Who will not 
suffer you to be tempted (tried) above that which ye are 
able . . . that ye may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. x. 13). . 

“ As He is so are we in this world,” and we can say, “I ` 
am a stranger upon earth (among) a people of strange lan. 
guage, which I understood not” ie cxix. 19; cxiv. I; 
lxxxi. 5). a 

John Bunyan must have had these passages in his mind ` 
when he wrote of Christian and his companion in Vanity. ' 
Fair. They naturally spoke the language of Canaan, but 
they that kept the fair were the men of this world ; so that 
from one end of the fair to the other they seemed barbar: 
ians to each other; but that which did not a little amuse 
the merchandizers was that. hese saad set very ight 
by all their wares, 

Yes, they are strangers and pilgrims, and they understand 
the true application of those Divine words in Lev. xxv. 23, 
“Ye are strangers and sojourners with Me.” Yes, all is 
now with Him. Our blessed Lord Jesus knows the heart 
ofa stranger, for He was a stranger, and loves, him as Him: 
self (Lev. xix. 34; compare Exod xxiii. 9, Heb. iv. 15, and 
Isa. lxiii. 9). e came “where He was” (Luke x. 33), 
that He might say, “where Jam there ye shall be aor - 
(John xiv. ). 

It is fellowship with Him that makes us’ “ strangers 
here,” and this in proportjan as we realize our union with 
Him there. 
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Strangership in the world is the blessed evidence that we 
have been redeemed by His blood out of the world. 

It is no light thing to be a stranger here. It puts us out 
of harmony with all that is going on in the churches as 
‘well as in the world. It puts us out of sympathy with the 
leaders of what is called “ religious thought.’ It puts us 
out of heart with all the plans and schemes of man, 
whether religious or political. It is sometimes exceedingly 
painful, and we realise the measure of the Saviour’s words, 
“ Because ye are not of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you” (John xv. 19). 

Men and women may shut themselves up away from the 


world, but that does not make them ‘not of the world.” The. 


world does not hate them for doing that. It rather ad- 
mires them! It can understand that. But what the world 
does hate is told us in the Lord’s words, “ because Z have 
chosen you out of the world, THEREFORE the world 
hateth you!” That is what ever calls forth the world’s 
hatred, and this hatred helps to make us still greater 
strangers to it. 

It is the act of. Jehovah’s choice that separates us to 
Himself; weans our affection from earthly things; binds 
our hearts to His throne, and our hopes to Himself. 

We are strangers with God. We are pilgrims with regard 
to one another. Travellers together. We love the com- 
pany of such strangers. We can talk together of Him, 
and of His eternal and everlasting love ; of His justifying 
righteousness ; of His resurrection power; of His Ascen- 
sion glory and Advent truth. 

And we can sing and make melody in our hearts, using 
the word “Zion” as the embodiment (as it always is) of 
His government in grace :— 


“Saviour, if of Zion's city, 
I, through grace, a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
I will glory in Thy Name. 
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure. 
All his boasted pomp and show, 
Solid joys, and lasting treasure, 
None but Zion's children know. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 
fifth Paper. 
Rom. vii. 7-25. 
By Dr. BULLINGER. 
(Continued from page 101). 


E now come to the ¢hird member of the second 
division of the great doctrinal portion of this 
(See page 87). Its structure is as follows :— 


“w.” Rom, vil. 7-25. 


Epistle. 


Sin is in us though we are alive to God in Christ. 


THINGS TO COME. 


APRIL 
w pe The Law: its conflict with the 0g 
nature. ` 
y | 13-16. Manifestation of the Law in the con- 


science (the consent). 


y| 17-20. Manifestation of the Law in the 
experience and the life (the doing). 
Nne | 21-25. The Law:. its conflict with the Mew 
nature. f 


This section sets before us the true action and effects of 
the Law; its conflict with the old natureand the new (Hx! x" and 


eg"), and its action on the conscience and | Qn. the’ lile; 


(“ y ” and ty "), ee 

The soul is now established in its standing before: Goa 
as having died with Christ, and as having a life in associa+. 
tion with Christ. Its re/ationship to the Law has now been 
settled. ‘Ihe Old nature is to be reckoned as having died, 
in Christ, to all its claims. But its workings are still expe-. 
rienced. Its action is still felt. What is the cause of this? 
We are now to have God’s answer to this important ques- 
tion: and the answer is that ‘‘ Sin,” #e., the Old nature, is in 
us, notwithstanding we have life in Christ, Who died unto 
sin and lives unto God. 

The previous member, vi. 1—vii. 6 (with which vii. 7—25 
corresponds), showed that we are not in “sin”: fe, not 
reckoned as being any longer in the flesh, or in our old 
natural state; inasmuch as we are reckoned by God, and are 
to reckon ourselves, as having died with Christ. Now we 
are to learn the converse of this. ‘ Once we were in the 
flesh” (vii. 5), and then the sinful feelings (or instincts) 
which were brought out by the law wrought in our 
members to the bringing forth of fruit for death. 
But now, (the fact is) we were cleared (by identification 
‘with Christ in His death) from the law, on dying to that 
wherein we were held fast, so that we should serve 
in newness of spirit, and not in oldness of letter” 
(compare ii. 29 and 2 Cor. iii. 6: i.e, on a new plane, of 
which the essence is “ spirit,” or the new spiritual nature, 
so that things are now done spontaneously in fulfilment of 
the new spiritual desire, and not on the old principle of.. 
duty, characterized by a bondage to the letter). ‘The basis 
of the whole service is changed. We do not now serve 
because of vows, or pledges, or resolutions, which were 
bondage; but, in q liberty which is the outcome of the new 
nature (“spirit”) which has been implanted in us. 

This action of the Law with respect to the two natures is 
now to be shown. 

In “ x” (vii. 7-12) we see its conflict with the O/d nature 
before regeneration. 

In “x” (vii. 21-25) we see its conflict with the Mew 
nature alter regeneration. 

While, between these, we have its manifestation within’ 
us;in “y” (13-16) in the conscience, and in “y” (17-20) in 
the consequent experience in the “fe and walk, | 

Nothing can be more important than clearness of view 
as to this revelation from God—the Divine unravelling of 
the experiences of every soul which is the subject of 
Divine grace. 

The whole of this member (“x”) ie in the first person, 
and its structure is as follows :— moen 
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“x”? ROM. vii. 7-12. 
The Law. its confitct with the Old nature. 


ia| 7. The Law not sin. 

| 8. Sin using the commandment as a point of 

i attack. 

d | 9- Alive without sin. 

e | -9 Revival of sin. 
f | -9. Result: death. 

d | 10- Commandment ordained to life. 

! e | -10-. Discovery on account of sin. 

| J |-10. Result: death. 

Sin using the commandment asa point of 
| attack. . 
|a|12z. The Law holy. 

Verse 5 had just declared that “ when we were in the flesh 
the instincts of our sins were stirred through the law.” 
This section therefore takes up this point and commences 
with the same question as the corresponding section (or 
member, vi. 1). “ What then shall we say?. Is the 
Law sin? Far be the thought; nay, I had not known 
(or recognized) sin (7.¢., known it to be sin), except by 
Law, for I had not recognized appetite (z.¢., the desire 
of the Old nature) to be sin unless the law had said, 
“Thou shalt not covet.” 
` 8. But I say that sin, having got a point of attack 


oO} 14. 


~ through the commandment, worked-out in me every 


' kind of appetite. 


Fi aon 


ct t: 


For apart from Law sin is dead. 

9, 1, however (in my Old nature) was aliye, apart 
from law, once; but as soon as the commandment 
came sin revived, and I died. ` 

10. And the commandment, that was intended 
to give me life, was itself found to be my death. 

11. For sin, haying got a point of attack by the 
commandment, beguiled me, and by it slew me. So 
that the law (as a whole) is holy, and each mandate 


* holy, and just, and good. 


Having thus seen the conflict of the law with the Old 


* nature, we are now to see, in 


as 


“y.” vil. 13-16, 


The manifestation of the law in the conscience. 
y | ser Manifestation to the conscience of the evil 
of sin. 

me i | 14-. Zhe Law spiritual. 
l j |-14. Zhe man sinful—fieshly. 

i| 15- The will like-minded with ‘te Zaw. 
J \-15. The will like-minded with she man. 
16. Consent of the will to the good in the 
Law. 
The translation is as follows :— 

13. Is goodness then, to me, become death? Far 

be the thought. Nay; it was sin (/¢., the Old nature) 


r 
ò 


* in order that it might be seen to be sin (and to bring 
_ its own self to light), working out death in me through 
` that which is good, in order that sin might become 
~ overwhelmingly sinful through the commandment. 


iP 


14. For we know that the law is spiritual, but I 
_, myself am fleshly (i.e. made of flesh), having been 
* gold under (the power of) sin nee Old nature), 
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is. For what I carry out (same words as ver. 
13, working out) 1 do not approye*: for not what I 
will, practise I, but what I hate, that I do. ; 

16. But if what I do not will, this J do, I consent 
to the law that it is good (or right). 

This completes the manifestation of the law i in the con- 
science. And now we have, in 

“y” Rom. vil. 17-20. ` 
The manifestation of the law in the life and experience. 


y ‘| k|17. No more I myself that do evil, but Sin that 
dwelleth in me. ie 
1 | 18-. No good in me as to my flesh.. 


: m | -18-. Will favours good, but it has no 
ability. 
m | -18. Will favours good, but it is not 
performed. 
/| 19. Evil is what I perform. 


k | 20. No more I myself do evil, but Sin that 
| dwelleth in me. 
The following is the translation :— 

17. Now, however (7.c., this being the state of the case), 
it is no longer I myself who am carrying (or working) 
it out, but the indwelling sin within me (i.e., my Old 
nature). ` 

18. For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh 
(my Old nature), good does not dwell: for: to will is 
present with me, but how to carry out the good Į do 
not find.t 

19. For it is not what I do, that I will; but, the 
eyil which I do-not will, this I practise. 

20. But if what I do not myself will, this I do, it is 
no longer I myself who carry (or work) it out, but 
the indwelling sin in me (če. my Old nature “sin” 
which dwelleth in me). É 

Having had in “x” (vers. 7-12) the Law's conflict with 
the Old nature, we now come to 

“x.” ROM. vii. 21-25. 
The conflict : the Law with the New nature. 


Two opposing principles present in the one 


21. 
man. 
p| 22. Delight in God’s law. 

' q| 23. Present conflict. 
| 24- Distress at sin’s law. 

y | -24,25. Future deliverance. 

-25. Two opposing services: continued in the 
one man. i 


v in 


| n 


The following is the translation :— 

21. It follows then that I find this law with me 
who will to do the good, [I find, I say] that the evil is 
present with me. ` 

22. For I delight in the law of God Baconding 3 to 
the inward man a e., the new nature). 


* The Greck means / ite not hie but it includes here to know in 
the sense of approving, like the old English al/ow (t.¢., allaud, to 
praise, or approve, asin’? rsa. xi. 6, t B. Version, “the Lord alloweth ‘the 
righteous." 

t Or, according to an ancient reading, ‘but to carry out the good 
[is] not [present with me)” 
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. 23. But I see a rival law in my members, carrying 
on war against the law of my mind (se, my new 
nature), and aiming at leading me captive to the law 
of sii (7c. to my Old nature) that is in my members. 


24: O wretched man that I am, who shall rescue 
ine out of this body of death? (r.e, out of this mortal 
body). 


28 God—I thank Him, [Ze shall deliver me) through 
d asus Christ our Lord. It follows then that I myself 
serve with the mind indeed (że, with my New nature), 
God’s law, but with the flesh (ic, with my Old nature), 
sin’s law. 

Thus does the Holy Spirit lay bare to our view His own 
explanation of the origin and nature of the experience poss- 
essed by every soul which is the subject of the grace of God, 
and which has the gift of the New nature as the result and 
sign of God's justifying. l 

In this section, it is not the experience of one man in two 
successive stages of his experience, but it is the co-existence 
of the two experiences in the one man at the same time. 

Those who fail to learn this lesson as to the conflict of 

the Law, first with the old nature (vii. 7-12), and ever after- 
wards (21-25) with the New nature, will not only be in 
constant perplexity themselves, but will fall into that error 
of doctrine which is corrected in the Epistle to the 
Galatians, chap. iii. 3. 
l Having begun with truth as to the New nature (called 
“ spirit”) they will, if they depart from it, seek to improve 
the Old nature. 
“Are ye so senseless? having begun in spirit (in the 
New nature) are ye now being perfected in flesh (z.c., 
in the Old nature) ? 

This is what thousands are doing everywhere around us- 
They are seeking to perfect, or, at least, to improve, the Old 
nature. Not seeing the truth or reality of the two natures, 
they are seeking to improve the only one which they are 
acquainted with. This is ever the work of all who are 
ignorant of what the Spirit is saying to the churches. 
. Be they Buddhists, Romanists, Perfectionists, they are z 
‘alike endeavouring to convert the "flesh ” into “spirit,” 

subdue the “ flesh,” and by all kinds of arts, and e 
_and rules, and regulations, pledges and badges, to improve 
the Old nature. All, alike, formulate “ rules for holy living,” 
ignorant of the fact which lies before us in this Scripture 
that the Old nature knows no rules, and that the New nature 
needs no rules. Instead of reckoning the Old nature: to 
have died with Christ, they are ever seeking fo put it to 
death! Instead of reckoning that it was crucified with 
Christ ` upon the cross, they are exhorting us to crucify it 
for ourselves. When God crucified it with Christ He did it 
once for all. But those who know nothing of this tell us 
to crucify it. They do not tell us how we are to do it; but, 
knowing how futile is the effort, they tell us we must do it 
every day. But, no! once would be enough if it could be 
doné at all. ` And, thank God, it has been done. HE has 
done it Himself on Calvary ; and now, we, in spite of all our 
conflict, in spite of the flesh (the Old nature) lusting 
against the spirit (the New nature) and the spirit against the 
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flesh ; in spite of the fact that these are contrary the one to 
the other, so that we cannot do the evil which the flesh 
would have us do, and we cannot do the good that the 
spirit would have us do; in spite of this conflict, we find 
t peace with God,” and rest in the truth—that the child of 
God has his Old nature, which can produce no good thing— 
and he has a New nature, which “doth not commit sin” 
(1 John iii. 9), ‘‘sinneth not ” (1 John v. 18). And, further, 
that God reckons the Old nature as having died with Christ, 
and as having therefore no more dominion over us, though 
the conflict in actual experience is ever present with us. 


Those who learn this lesson have learned that the Old 
nature is so bad that nothing can ever improve it, and that 
the new nature fs so perfect that it needs no improvement. 


It is “ spirit,” and its life cannot be “ deepened.” 


It is “ newness of life,” and cannot be made “higher.” 


The only way to mortify, now, “our members which 
are upon the earth,” #e,.the organs though which the 
Old nature works, is to “ set our affections” (or “mind ") 
on the things which are above ; on these blessed realities 
which God here brings before us as being involved in “ His 
calling.” The more we know of His wondrous calling the 
more shall we walk worthy of it. But to occupy ourselves 
with (or to mind) our “ walk” is to “mind” the “ earthly 
things ” ; and it will never improve that walk, and will but 
defeat the very object we seek to obtain. 


JEREMIAH IN IRELAND: A BRITISH- 
ISRAEL AND BRITISH-EPHRAIM FICTION, 


By ARTHUR ROWAN FAIRFIELD. 
Third Paper. 


DaN THE PIONEER, FROM DONGOLA TO DANGAN CASTLE. 


i quite the most complete and consistent of all manuals 

of this fiction, Professor Totten’s Our Race, &¢. (Study 
No. V.), that military exegete treats his readers to a 
lecture on the philosophy of Irish history up to the time 
immediately preceding the Milesian conquest, which is 
delivered by: ‘‘Muiream,” a mother whom he invents for 
Heremon, the supposed husband of Tea-Tephi. It is over 
fifty pages long, and every word of it fs Ais own imagination 
—an original of originals. We need hardly say—(our 
readers know their Identitist author by this time)—that itis 
printed between quotation marks, as if it had been taken 
bodily from one of the authorities upon whom Professor 
Totten pretends to base the farrago of mendacious trash to 
which it serves as an introduction. 


The mother of Heremon, in all the authentic histories, is 
the Lady Scota, who falls in battle close to the town of 
Tralee, Co. Kerry, when her sons defeat the magician 
people, the Tuatha De Dannann, whom we have seen in out 
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last article bringing the Stone of Destiny (Zia Fail to 
Erinn, Mr. Totten’ssham “ Muiream ” is made a daughter 
of one of their kings ; and the aim of the bogus speech is 
to support the contention of Identitists that Heremon and 
his subjects were not the Gaels, who exterminated the Zwatha 
“ Muiream ” 


K iš therefore made a witness to a legend of her imaginary 


childhood that her people came from a “ Dannia” in the 


' East—she does not know where ‘ located” precisely. 


According to Mr. Glover, Eochaidh-Heremon “was a 
Dannite and a Prince of Dan.” This has become the 
universal opinion. We are now in touch with the comical 


„fide of this hyper-Jezreelist folly. 
~e The whole theory of the Dannite origin of the Celts of 


‘freland is bound up with a ludicrous mistranslation of the 
name of Zuatha De Dannann, based upon a mis-spel ing, 
‘and complicated by the most outrageous liberties with 
the syntax of the Irish language. The Identitist con- 
strues these words, “ The Tribe of Dan,” in the order in 


wbich they stand. This is no whit less of an enormity 


‘than it would be to write as Latin—vox de populus, vox 
de‘ deus, instead of vox populi, vox dei. 

_ As Mr. W. H. M. Milner, known as “Oxonian” and 
‘philologer-specialist of Identitism, who is great on this 
point, will find, if he looks the words up in any authoritative 
Irish text-book, or as any Highland or Connaught peasant 
will tell him, the name means ‘' The tribes (or people) of 
the god ¢ and of | (the goddess) Anna"’—the latter of whom is 


. the progenitrix of the whole Gaelic Olympus.* 


; Let us parse the component words, according to John 
O'Donovan’ s standard Jrish Grammar, section 3, ed. 1845. 
is Tuath. a; nominative plural of Zuath—a people, race, 
bibe; a noun of the third declension. 

; De; genitive singular of Dia, god; 
irregular declension. 

_Dannann, i.e., Annann, written according to the Irish law 
of Eclipsis, ¢-Annann ; genitive singular of the proper name 
„Anna, a noun of the fifth declension. 

iMr, Milner and the rest, who always write the name 

jatha da Danaah, have fallen into the pit, through the 
mistaken idea that da, which in Irish is “two,” means 
“of” and assuming that Irish, like English, forms its 
possessive c case by placing the preposition “of” before a 
nominative. This is not so. Modern Irish, like all other 
uhcofrupted Aryan tongues, has preservéd its case-endings 
intact; while this particular name belongs to the ancient, 


a noun of the 


classical Gaelic language. 


But not only is language against them; the only evidence 
for the existence of such a people as this—that of the Irish 
standard histories, and some ancient poems—is of one 
-actord, to say, that the Gaelic invaders, whom the authentic 
Hererrion and his two brothers, Eimher and Ir, led from 


' Sphin, éxterminated the Zwatha De Dannann almost com- 


pletely. 


The few survivors are stated to have turned them- 
selves (while, at the same time, reviving some of the slain 
by their own magic arts) into the LepAanchauns or Fairies of 
the Ratha and bogs of Erinn. - 

Baut Mr., Milner and the rest do not read up authorities. 


, PAN “Celtio Litorature ” in the Encyclopedia Firttanntea ; Ed. 1878, &c., 


_ for thie name, 
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DAN, LAST FROM DONGOLA. 


This Nile town, which the late Colonel Gawler (whose 
mantle Mr. Milner now wears places on the Red Sea,” 
would, we take it, be the starting place of the successful 
“starring tour ”—chronicled by Colonel Gawler in his 
Magnum Opus —- during which “the Lightning-Change 
Artist” of Identity found time to colonise Carthage and 
Venice, and to christen Doncaster and Sar-din-ia—the 
Rhodanus and the Eridanus, the Don and Danube. Don- 
aghadee—‘‘ Dan my Witness,” according to Mr. Milner— 
would seem to have been the last city where he fulfilled a 
“knockabout ” engagement. When we say that he had 
played the part of a woolly-headed nigger (as per Heroditus 
ii. 104-5) in Colchis, on his road, we think we have said 
enough. 

There are fairly urgent peaunds for suspecting the wire- 
pullers, who “run” this singular movement of esoteric 
teaching which is kept from exoteric doubt. One of these 
cryptic obligations is, we suspect, abstaining from certain 
well-defined blocks of the Old Testament Canon, except 
permissu superiorum. The second book of Chronicles from 
chapter xxix. would naturally be blocked out by the censor- 
ship. Indeed, the whole of that book, which proves to 
demonstration, that the realm of Moloch and Zimri was an 
eight-tribe kingdom shorn of South-Dan, Simeon, and the 
sea-board side of Ephraim by the successive victories of 
Rehoboam, Abijah, and Asa over the filthy idolaters of the 
North, is dangerous ground.t 

Well, in the teeth of the record of 1 Chronicles xii. 35, 
where the contingent which the Tribe of Dan sent to join 
David’s ranks at Hebron is 28,600 men, expert in war, 
Colonel Gawler (Mr. Milner consenting as responsible 
editor), asserts, without hesitation or reserve, that the Tribe 
of Dan entirely disappeared from Palestine about the time 
of, and in consequence of, the events which led up to the 
overthrow of Sisera by Barak and Deborah. “ Certain it is,” 
Colonel Gawler says, ‘that they vanished from Palestine” ; 
their numbers having already been seriously reduced by 
earlier emigrations beyond Sea at that time (1285 B.c.), and 
under the circumstances related in Judges iv. v.t 

With the arguments which are advanced in support of 
this unqualified assertion, we do not feel called upon to 
deal. Mr, Milner—now that Colonel Gawler has passed 
away—is in direct conflict with the record of 1 Chronicles 
xii. 35. Hesays that there were no Dannites left in Palestine 
soon after 1285 R.c. The Bible says the Tribe could send 
a far larger contingent to join David than Ephraim; more 
than Manasseh; and more than Judah, Simeon, Levi, and 
Benjamin put together. This was in 1048 B.C. 

We invite the Council of the British-Israel Association of 
England, who are responsible for matter which their editor 
introduces into Zhe Covenant People, to say whom they 
choose to believe—the late keeper of the Crown Jewels in 
the Tower of London or the First Book of Chronicles. 

We have a word to say also about Chancellor Hanan, 
and it is going to be a very faithful word indeed. For we 
~e Dan, the Pioneer of Jeract, 1880, re-issued in The Covenant People, July- 
December, 1898. 


+ Compare ? Chron. ali., xv., xvi, xvii, xxv. 18; X3x.-xxxvi. 
2 Seo Tae Covenant People, v. 13. 
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are going to convict him of applying to 2 Maccabees i ii. the 
same method which we showed the obscure colonial, out- 
side subaltern, Mr. R. N. Adams, “ exhibiting ° upon the 
corpusvileof Abraham Farkovitz'sforged Zchoufut Kale MSS. 

In Zhe Covenant People, April, 1885, p. 335, he wrote 
thus :—' The records tell us how Heremon (after Here- 
mon) reigned and was gathered to his fathers, and all were 
crowned at Tara on the Zia Phail or sacred stone. In the 
Apocrypha, we find, ‘When Jeremy came ¿Aither hefounda 
hollow cave, wherein he laid the tabernacle, and the ark, 
and the altar of incense, and so stopped the cave ; and 
some of those who followed him came to mark the way, but 
they could not find it, which when Jeremy perceived, he 
blamed them, saying: As for that place it shall be 
unknown until the time that God shall gather again his 
people together and receive them unto mercy,’” etc. 

It will be idle for Dr. Hananrto deny that he introduced 
‘this passage, in connection with his succession of supposed 
Heremons, in order to, let us say, stimulate or, at least, 
titillate a conviction in his readers’ minds that "the hollow 
cave” of the Maccabees’ historian lies under the big Rath 
of Tara, called Rath Rhiogh or Cathair Crofinn. 

Our readers will note our own italics under the word 
thither. We used them to suggest that the place where 
Jeremiah’s pilgrimage might very well be indicated, or 
succinctly described, in a preceding verse or verses. Well, 
it is indicated in the verse immediately preceding verse 5, 
and Chancellor Hanan, be it observed, strikes out the first 
word of verse 4, which is “ and,” showing that verse 5 is 
closely connected with verse 4which immediately precedes it. 

Our editor shall tell why Chancellor Hanan left out 
verse 4 in words which he used in our eleventh number ; 
1895, P. 222, 

“ On turning to the Second Book of Maccabees ii., we 
read: ‘(4) It was also contained in the same writing that 
the prophet, being warned of God, commanded the taber- 
nacle and the ark to go with him as he went forth into she 
mountain where Moses climbed up and saw the heritage of 
God. (5) And when Jeremy came /hither he found a 
hollow cave wherein,’ etc. (as given by Dr. Hanan). ” 

“On turning to Deuteronomy xxxv. ver. 1, we find that 
‘the mountain where Moses climbed up and saw the heritaye 
of God’ was not Tara and ‘the Croppies’ grave,’ but ‘the 
Mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against 
Jericho.'” . 

The Chancellor of the Diocese of Cashel has winced in 
print at our speaking of ‘‘British-Israel shiftiness.” 
Shiftiness is no word wherewith to stigmatise such an act as 
this. It is the deliberate mutilation of a quotation, by the 
suppression of the very part which destroys the argument 
based upon -the other part. It is the “clipped” or heavily 
“sweated ” coin of Identity-belief. 


N.B.—Replying to our first article, Chancellor Hanan 
writes in Zhe Covenant People (p. 295): ‘‘ Mr. Fairfield 
while referring to the Editor of Cambrensis Eversus, 
carefully omits his statement that '‘ Heremon and Ollam 
Fola are mingled together in hopeless confusion ; and that 
the corrected date (for Eochaidh iv. Ollamh Fodhla) 
‘is 580 B.e?” 
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Our answer is that, of course, we omitted the words 
which Chancellor Hanan puts into the mouth of the late 
Professor Matthew Kelly, the learned Editor of Cambrensis 
Lversus, for the best of reasons: because that learned per- 
son never wrote them) They are a minor invention of Mr. 
Glover (p. 89), as Chancellor Hanan might have discovered 
had he verified his references. He is, moreover, inexcu- 
sable, for we ourselves let him know this fact during the 
week, February 8-15 | 

The “corrected date” is equally mythical and disingenu- 
ous, for on pages 421, 431, and 441, Professor Kelly. never 
gives an opinion as to whether the dates of The Four 
Masters or O'Flaherty or others are the more correct. ‘° 


Sa eee 


Saas rs ay ee T 


SS= 


“IN HIS STEPS: WHAT WOULD JESUS 5 Do?” 
THE NEW THEOLOGY. 
Yet, old—as old as “ the way of Cain.” 


After hearing on all sides much about this book, and reading 
it, we feel constrained to express our convictions as to the 
nature ofits teaching. It has laid hold of the popular tastein 
aremarkable manner. This cannot arise from any intrinsic 
merit as a literary effort, for it is a very poor, thin, frothy 
production, a re-hash of other books that have preceded it, 
such as ‘Zf Christ came to Chicago,’ the Citizen Sunday 
Sermons, etc. 

This is another of man’s efforts to bring about a Millen- 
neum, and make the world a paradise without the presence 
of the Lord Jesus Christ to judge the world in righteous- 
ness. 

The writer of this book is far behind another of the 
world’s philosophers (Carlyle), whose apprehension of the 
condition of things was much more acute. He saw the 
necessity of something happening first which this writer has 
not taken into account at all: 

“All the Millenniums I ever heard of were to be 
preceded by a ‘chaining of the devil for a thousand 
years,’ laying ‘him upstied neck-and-heels, and put 
er stirring as a preniinsry (Carlyle, Essays, vol, 
vi 

No one with any sense of reverence for that Holy Name 
(“ Jesus ”J would introduce ‘it with such frequency and in 
such a flippant and free-and-easy manner. With the 
announcement of that name, ‘‘ Jesus,” recorded in the 
gospels of Matthew and Luke the Holy Spirit is careful ta 
give this addition: “ Behold a virgin shall be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call hig name 
Emmanuel; which being interpreted is, GOD with us. 
Likewise in Luke i. 31, after the declaration of the Angel, 
that His name was to be called “Jesus,” these words 
immediately follow: “The Holy Ghost. shall come upon 
thee and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee ; 
therefore, also, that Holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God.” Í 
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This should be a rebuke to the familiar style so many 
preachers adopt, so many of the popular hymns encourage, 
and also the pious Jesuit phrase, “ Jesus only.” The Jesus 
of this book is no more than a very superior social reformer 
and a god, that for the time being, man is invited to fall in 
love with—very much akin to the estimation in which He 
was held by the people when they said “Is not this Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?” 
This unabashed estimate of His dignity was met by these 
words: “ Every man therefore that hath HEARD, and hath 
LEARNED of the Father cometh unto me” (John vi. 42-45). 
_ The serious thing connected with the appearance of this 
book is that one of the cheap editions is issued by “ The 
Sunday School Union,” an institution that was always 
understood to be a jealous guardian of the truth. Its 
name was supposed to be a guarantee that the books it 
issued had been carefully supervised. Messrs. Partridge 
and Co. are the publishers of another cheap edition, 
besides, we believe, seven or eight others. It is. stated 
that the number of copies sent forth reach into millions. 
What stirs this “eager, anxious throng?”  Is,it the 
Christ of God? We will give our readers an opportunity 
to judge. 

The book opens with a sermon, preached by a fictitious 
Henry Maxwell, from these words: “ For hereunto were ye 
called ; because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, that ye should follow His steps ” (1 Peter ii. 21). 

And this is what he has made of the subject. “He had 
emphasised in the first part of his sermon the atonementas 
a personal sacrifice. He had gone on to emphasise the 
atonement from the side of example*, giving illustrations 
from the life and teaching of Jesus, to show how faith in 
the Christ Aeped fo save men because of the pattern or 
character He displayed for their imitation. The 
third and last point, the necessity of following Jesus in Fits 
sacrifice and example.” 

An incident is then introduced of someone in distress 
making an appeal to the congregation which leads the 
minister of this fashionable church to call the congregation 
together at an after-meeting. He then puts the question : 
“ What would Jesus do?” This leads to'a pledge or vow 
being undertaken by a certain number in the following 
terms: “ We propose to follow Jesus’ step: as closely and as 
literally as we believe He taught His disciples to do. And 
those who volunteer to do this will pledge themselves 
for an entire year, beginning with to-day, so to act.” 

The rest of the book is taken up in working out this 
theme, “ What would Jesusdo?" Millionaires and tramps 
are brought together, society-men, a novel-writer, and 
others. Altogether one hundred persons in this church 
took the pledge. It is impossible to go through all the 
inane dreamings and love-stories that go to make up this 
production. We will come at once to to the crucial part, 
by which all the other must be assayed. 

A large warehouse is rented in the heart of a territory 
where the saloon ruled with power. 

“It was not a new idea. It was an idea started by 
Jesus Christ. when He left His Father’s house and 


* Our italics; but the author's inaccuraclos in quotation. 
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forsook the riches that were His in order to get nearer 
to humanity and, by becoming A PART OF ITS SIN, 
helping to draw humanity apart from its sin. 

.We take these extracts from the edition published by 
“The Sunday School Union,” Ludgate Hill, and this is, we 
believe, according to the original; but here we must note a 
remarkable fact. Another publisher saw something that 
was evidently felt to be questionable in its doctrine, so has 
modified the phrase thus : 

“It was an idea started by Jesus Christ when he 
left his father’s house and forsook the riches that were 
His in order to get nearer to humanity and, by becom- 
ing a PART OF IT, helping to draw humanity apart 
from ITS SIN.” 

Both are wrong, but the edition issued by “The Sunday 
School Union” is the more flagrant heresy. 

Are the funds supplied to this institution by Christians 
in all parts of the world to be used in disseminating down- 
right Unitarian doctrines so clearly opposed to the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit in the foundation Epistle as given in 
Romans. 

In all the book there is no recognition of man’s condi- 
tion as declared in Ephesians iv. 18. ‘Having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of 
God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
blindness of their heart.” Man is set to work to do things 
which by nature he is unable to do, being in the flesh. 
Because “ the carnal mind is enmity against God ; for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be” 
(Rom. viii. 7). 

The baok finishes up with a sort of waking dream, which 
may be ranked with the dreams referred to in Jeremiah 
xxiii. 32. “Behold, I am against them that prophesy false 
dreams, saith the Lord, and do tell them, and cause my 
people to err, by their lies and by their lightness ; yet I 
sent them not nor commanded them!” This is the 
dream :— 

“ An angel choir somewhere was singing. There 
was a sound as of many voices, and a shout as ofa 
great victory. And the figure of Jesus grew more and 
more splendid. “ Yes! yes! Oh my Master, 
has not the time come for this dawn of the Millennium 
of Christian history? . And with a hope that 
walks hand in hand with faith and love, Henry Max- 
well, disciple’ of Jesus, laid him down to sleep, and 
dreamed of the regeneration of Christendom, and saw 
in his dream a Church of Jesus ‘without spot or 
wrinkle or any such thing’ lollowing Him all the way, 
walking obediently i in His steps.’ 

Who that is in the least instructed in the understanding 
of God's Holy Word, ever heard of “a Church of Jesus!" 

The last information that comes to hand is from one, 
whose valuable expositions of the Scriptures of Truth have 
been of great service to the Church of God, is this, * ihe 
book is being sold in the gutter at the price of one penny.” 
Then we say, in the gutter let it remain. 

Before there can be a “regeneration of Christendom” 
and a Christendom brought to submission so as to worship 
the Lord in the beauty of Holiness, it will be preceded by 
the universal worship of quite another sort. 

“ And all the world wondered after the beast, and 
they worshipped the beast, saying, who is like unto the 
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beast ? "And all that dwell upon the earth 


shall worship him, whose names are not written in the’ 


book of life . . (Rev. xiii. 3, 4, 8). 

And then we may ask “What will Jesus do?” and who 
will then follow “in His steps” ?. 

“ And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse ; 
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 
And he was clothed in a vesture dipped in blood; and his 
name is called the Word of God. And the armies which 
were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean.’ And out of his mouth goeth 
a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations ; and 
he shall rule them with a rod of iron ; and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness of the wrath of Almighty God 
And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 

And the beast was taken, and with him the false pro 
phet .. these both were cast alive into the lake of fire 
burning with brimstone and I saw an angel 
come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless 
pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the 
dragon, that.old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, 
and bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the 
bottomless pit ” (Rev. xix. 11-16, 20; xx. I, 3). 

This is what our Lord Jesus is going to do, and not till 
He has done it will there be any regeneration for Christen- 
dom. 

Henry Maxwells may go on with their “false dreams ” 
and their irreverent babblings, while millions are deluded 
by their false hopes; but we prefer to believe the words of 
the Holy Ghost which assure us that there is no hope for 
the Church of God, no hope for Israel, no hope for man- 

kind, no hope for the world, “UNTIL HE COME, 
WHOSE RIGHT IT IS.” 

The enormous circulation of this pernicious book, and 
the fact that it is recommended from a multitude of pulpits 
and platforms, are the surest proofs we could possibly have 
as to the extent of the present apostacy. 


| Our | Monthly Bible Study. 


N 
“ABOUND,” 
1. In TRUST - - - - - 2 Cor. viii. 7. 
2. In Devotion - - Phil. i. 9. 
3. IN CONDUCT - r Thess. iv. r. 
4. In SERVICE - ' 2 Cor. ix. 8. 
5. IN EXPERIENCE - - Rom. xv. 13. 
6. IN QUALIFICATIONS - - - - 2 Cor. i. 5. 
7. IN FrRUITFULNESS - - + + 2 Peteri 8 
Christ Church Lodge, Bromley, Kent. T. GEORGE. 


Questions and Finswers, > 


” Question No. 195, l pees 


M. A., Birmingham, and several others have enquired as to the nature 
of the wine mentioned in the Bible. 


In answer, we would prefer not to give our own opjnion. 
Man’s opinions are little worth, but God's words are truth. 
itself. It is not merely a question as to the meaning of’ 
of words according to a Lexicon, -but'it is ‘altogether a 
question as to usage of words by the Holy Spirit. ` 

There are nine words translated wine in the Old 
Testament. Our readers will be able to answer all questions 
if they x them from the following list ;. 

1. 7%, Yayin, from the root N, to ferment, used of every 
sort of Sine. The word occurs 142 times, and includes fer- 
mented wine of all kinds. The first occurrence is, 


Gen, ix. 21. “Noah planted a vineyard and drank yayin and 
was drunken.” 
1 Sam. xxv. 36, 37. 


‘* Nahab drank yayin and was very drunken." 


Is. xxviii. 1. ‘* The drunkards of Ephraim were overcome (i.¢., 
knocked down) with yayin.” 
Jer. xxiii. 9. ** I am like a drunken man, and like a man whom 


yayin hath overcome.’ 

It is perfectly certain, therefore, from these passages, that 
yayin was fermented, and was intoxicating. 

Yayin was also ysed for sacred purposes and for blessing : 


Gen, xlix. 12. *‘ His (Judah’s) eyes shall be red with yayin and 
his teeth white with milk.” has ‘ ; 

Amos iv. 19, ‘* I will bring again the captivity o my people, ind 
they shall plant vineyards and drink the yayin thereof.” , 

Ecc. ix. 7. Drink thy yayin with a merry heart, for God now 
accepteth tby works. i 


The Nazarite, at the expiration of his vow, drank yayin. 
See Numbers vi. 13-20, It was used at the Feasts. 
(Deut. xiv. 24- 26). It was poured out as 4-drink- “offering f ta 
Jeboyah (Ex. xxix. 40 ; Lev. xxiii. 13 ; Num. xv. 5). 

2, ÖN, frosh, from ÙN , yarash, to possess. 

It occurs thirty-four times in the Old Testament. 

Hos. iv. 11. “ Whoredom and yayin and firosh take 
away the heart” (če. they blunt the feelings, ies oe ne 
intellect). : 

Some argue that firosk means grapes, and is used as solid 
food, because in Gen. xxxvii. 28, we read ot “‘firosh and 
corn.” We might as well say that when we speak of 
“bread and water,” that water is also a solid, because 
bread is a solid. ' On thé contrary “siros and corn” mean 
liquids and solids (by the figure of Synecdoche). — 


Prov. iii. ro. “ Thy presses shall burst forth with firosh. 4 
Is. lxii. 8. “The sons of the stranger shall drink thy 
tirosh. 


Joel ii. 24. The Fats (Vats) shall overflow with fresh 
and oil,” 
Micah vi. 1 5 
drink the yayin.” 
3. I, Chemer, from M (chamar) to ripen, 
used of strong red wine. It occurs eight times. 
Deut. xxxii. 14. ‘* The pure chemer of the grape.” 
` Is. xxvii. 2, 3. “ A vineyard of chemer. ‘I the Lord, do 
keep it.” ` es ' cn 
Ezra vi.9. “ Cyrus and Artaxerxes commanded that 
chemer should be given to the’ people of Israel for the 
service of the God of Heaven.” Ves 


“ Thou shalt tread frosh, but shall not! 


Hence 
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The Rabbins called it seat wine, because, unmixed with 
water, it disturbs the head and brain. 

4. NÜ, shekar, (from 19%), fo get drunk), a very intoxi- 
cating drink made from barley, honey, or dates. 

Num. xxviii. 7. “In the holy place shalt thou cause the 
shekar (strong wine) to be poured unto the Lord for a 
drink offering.” 

Deut. xiv. 25, 26. ‘*Thou shalt go unto the place 
which the Lord thy God shall choose; and thou shalt 
bestow that money for whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for 
oxen or for sheep, or for yayin (wine) or for skekar (strong 
drink), or for whatsaever thy soul desireth, and thou shalt 
eat them before the Lord thy God, and thou shalt rejoice, 
thou and thine household.” 

5 DÃDY, Asis (from DDY, asas, to treat) must, or new 
wine of the vintage year. 

“Is, xlix. 26. “They shall be drunken with their own 
blood, as with aszs (sweet wine).” 

The. drinking of this was held out by God as a blessing 
conferred by Him. Joel iii. 17, 18 ; Amos ix. 13. 

6. ND, sode, any kind of strong intoxicating drink, from 
NIQ (sabah), drink to excess, become drunk, occurs twice. 

, Is. 1.22. ‘ Thy silver is become dross, thy sode (wine) 

mixed with water.” 

Hos. iv. 18. ‘*Their sobe (drinking bout or carouse) is 
over” (a.v, their drink js sour (marg. gone). R.v. marg. 
their carouse 1s over). 

1. TỌ, mesek, mixed wine, from JPR, masak, to mix. 
Hence, wine mixed with water or aromatics, spiced wine, 
occurs once. 

Ps, lxxv. 8. “In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, 
and the yayin (wine) is red ; it is full of mesek (mixture). 

8, HOD, “mimsak, mixed or special wine. 

Prov. xxiii. 30. “ They that tarry long at the yayin, they 
that go to seek mimsak (mixed wine). 

Isa. lxv. rr. ‘That prepare a table for Fortune; and 
that fill up mingled wine (sak) unto Destiny (R.v.). 

9, DMD, shemarim, irom IM (shamar), to keep, pre- 
serve, lay up; hence, old wine, purified from the lees and 
racked off, occurs five times. 9 
© Ps, Ixxv. 8. “ But the shemarim (dregs), all the wicked 
of the earth shall wring them out and drink them.” 

Isa. xxv. 6. ‘Wines on the lees.” 

Zeph. i. 12. ‘*I will punish the men that are settled on 
their shemarim (lees).” i 

Jer. xliii. rr. 

N.B. ‘The word translated “ flagons of wine ” is 7}°On, 
ashishah, from Wx, ashash, to press ; hence a baked cake 
of grapes, a sweet cake of dried grapes or pressed raisins. 


It occurs in 2 Sam. vi. 19; 1 Chron. xvi. 3; Song ii. 5; 


Hos. iii. 1, 

_. With these data our readers can study the question 
further for themselves, and they will perceive that the novel 
expression, "“ unfermented wine,” is a contradiction of terms; 
for the natural process of fermentation is the one 
indispensable element, apart from which it cannot be called 
wine. It would be just as correct to speak of un-efferves- 
cing aerated-water. . 


JEWISH SIGNS.. a 
ZIONISM AND PALESTINE. nee 

It is well to have independent testimony on all subjects. 
Our readers will be interested in reading an American 
Consul’s report from er 

‘Mr. Rayndel, United States Consul in Beyrout, has sent to his 
Government the following interesting letter, which is attracting a good 
deal of attention in America, - ae KRE 

“ In view of the impetus given the Zionist movement by the second 
Zionist congress, held at Basle in September, and also by the Palestine 
journey of Emperor William II., the present status of Jews in 
Palestine becomes a matter of general interest. 

‘Out of a total population in Palestine of some 200,000 souls, about 
40,000 are Jews, as against 14,000 twenty years ago, In Jerusalem 
there are 22,000 Jews, half of whom have emigrated from Europe and 
America, and are called Aschkenazim, to distinguish them’ from the 
Oriental Israelites, the Sephardim. - reyes 

“ Nine hundred ‘and sixty families, numbering about 5,000 souls, 
inhabit the twenty-two Jewish colonies in Palestine which have been 
founded and subsidised by Europeans—ten by Baron Edmond’ de 
Rothschild—representing the Alliance Israelite Universelle ; the rest 
by the Jewish Colonization Association and by the Odessa Company." 


After describing at length a Statistical Report of the’ 


various colonies, etc., he proceeds :— 

“ Entirely irrespective of whether or not the Zionist will succeed in 
awakening in the Jewish people a national spirit and forming a Judean 
monarchy or republic, with its parliament in Jerusalem and ite 
representation in foreign capitals, the present agitation makes for the 
development of a country which is but a shadow of its former self, and 
which will generously respond to modern influences, The 

SULTAN SEEMS QUITR DISPOSED ` 
to grant railway. harbour and other franchises, and it is possible that 
the new Jewish Colonial Bank,.the organization pf which was decided 
upon in Basle, will be permitted, under certain panau to play an 
important part in the industrial advancement and growth of Palestine. 
The movement is, futhermore, bringing out newqualities in the Jews 
residing in Palestine. They are no longer content with studying the 
Talmud and living on charity, but are awakening to the fact, as the- 
Hebrew would put it, that to till the ground is worship of God. . . .. 

“I think, however, I am justified in saying that the prospects are 
brighter than ever for the Jews in Palestine, and for Palestine itself. 
European influence has obtained a foothold in the country, and the tide 
of modern ideas cannot be long debarred.” ` 


THE ZIONIST MOVEMENT. 
THE COLONIAL BANK—OFFICIAL MANIFESTO. 


“The Great Executive Committee (Grosse Actions: Comite) in 
Vienna have published the following manifesto. 

t The réveille of Zionism has been heard by the Jewish people. In 
both hemispheres, wherever Jews are settled, the new movement, 
which is connected with the oldest aspirations of the Jewish people, 
has found enthusiastic adherents, and has kindled a fever.of hope and 
expectation. What, however, hes the Jewish nation, what-has ever 
the great majority of true Zionists done hitherto in order to bring the 
lofty thoughts nearer tp realisation? It has instjtuted nationa] fêtes; 
and thereby poured out tears of pious emotion; it has accompanied: 
with its blessings some hundreds of men, willing to make sacrifices; : 


-who have twice journeyed to Basle, mostly from great distances ; it 


has paid two.or three shekels; it has acclaimed the leaders, whom it 
has itself appointed. This is not trifling, but it is not enough. Many 
hundred years habituation to suffering and resignation bas stunted the 
energy of the Jewish people, which it must again exercise. Even 
convinced Zionists frequently express the opinion that, while the move- 
ment is sound and necessary, its, goal is very far off, ‘almost, im- 
measurably remote ; there is thus no need to hurry, but we should in 
the meantime essay such attempts as will in the course of decades and 
of centuries bring us nearer to our object. This mode of reasoning is 
erroneous and dangerous. With such cleverly-sounding language do 
the disguised enemies of Zionism seek once again to uf to sleep the 
awakened Jewish people, and to discourage the naturally slugglish 
masses from making the necessary exertions. - The aim of Zionism is 
not immeasurably distant, we must not indolently delay in attaining it. 
The situation in the world is more favourable to Zionism than it has 
ever been before. The internal condition of Judaism, and its relations 
towards other nations, render the application of this sole remedy for its 
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hereditary misfortunes more urgently necessary than before. The 
nearest goal can quickly be reached if the Jewish people earnestly wish 
it. It is not lightly to be assumed that the hundreds of thousands of 
homeless Jews, who have literally become wanderers, and who 
positively could not wait longer, cannot at once be settled in Palestine 
with legal rights of citizenship. The difficulties which stand in the 
way of our reaching this, the frst and nearest balting place in our new 
state of existence, do not appear insurmountable. The Jewish 
Colonial Bank will now be founded, and forthwith commence its 
activity. \ 

Alter extensive preliminary labour, after careful and conscientious 
examination of the legal provisions by which the financial instrument 
of our movement is to come into existence, the Executive Committee 
appointed by the Basle Congress has approved the statutes and 
prospectus of the Bank. The subscriptions, which will be invited 
from the whole world on the 28th, 29th and goth of March next, will 
prove that Zionism is not an empty declamation, but the expression of 
the earnest will of the people. Forward, comrades! Every Zionist 
must regard it as his duty to assist in making a success of this sub- 
scription, which is not a charitable collection, but a financial foundation 
for the National object. In the smallest circles, in the most distant 
places, every one must do his duty on this occasion. Zionism stands 
there as a practical act, whereby it will prove to itself and to others 
that the self-redemption of the Jewish people is not the feeble 
-aspiration of dreaming children, but the clear view of responsible men. 
Hitherto a number of persons, who gladly brought their sacrifices, have 
worked restlessly. The moment has come when the demand is made 
of every individual Zionist to work with us with all his energies. Let 
no one lag behind! Everybody knows what, this time, is involved. 
Comrades, to work ! 

THE OBJECTS OF THE BANK. 

Die Welt of Friday last published an article on the mission of the 
Bank. After referring to the wilful misrepresentation respecting this, 
the first practical deed of political Zionism—over which so much ink 
has been spilt, even before its establishment—the article goes on to 
say that the Jewish Colonial Bank, as has been explicitly declared, will 
serve Jewish colonisation. This is to be done in the pure Zionist 
sense. No pauperising settlement is intended, but a regular agri- 
cultural and industrial settlement, on the well-known legal basis. We 
are again told that the Bank is to carry on ordinary banking business, 
but it will also be the medium for obtaining the territory for the 
settlement, which it will then finance. It would, however, be idle 
and impolitic to decide already the details by which this is to be 
accomplished. But as soon as the managers of the Bank have the 
necessary concessions in their hands, they will take the next step and 
found the Land Company. The emission of share certificates of the 
Land Company, on the model of the Chartered Company, will be the 
most important business in which the Jewish Colonial Bank will 
engage. The article concludes by summing up the objects of the Bank 
under the following three heads: (1) Normal banking business, with 
its numerous modern ramifications. (2) A trading connection with the 
Government, from which the settlement is to be acquired. (3) The 
establishment of a great Land Company, which will be designed to 
bring the Zionist plan into activity. (Zhe Jewish Chronicle). 


POLITICAL SIGNS. 
THE PEACE CRUSADE. 


The Peace Crusade appears to, be having a “ personally 
conducted tour” under the protective wing of Mr. W. T. 
Stead. The daily papers have given him the title of “ The 
Herald Angel of Peace.” 

The Review of Reviews for August, 1891, contains the 
views he then held: 

“ The ordinary sneer of the disarmiment people at an apostle of 
peace who is armed to the teeth is silly, and due to their happy ignor- 
ance of the conditions of existence in States which were never blessed 
with a streak of silver sea as a natural and insuperable barrier against 
invasion. Apart from the absolute necessity of maintaining an arma- 
ment large enough to safeguard the frontiers ‘of Germany, it is idle to 
expect the heir of the Great Frederick and of the fighting Hohen- 
zollerns to see things through the spectacles of the Peace Society. We 
have surely seen enough of the folly of that among our own kinsfolk. 
’ Nor, indeed, would disarmament make for peace. A 
reduction of the armaments of Europe by. one-half would more than 
double the danger of an immediate outbreak of war; it is the very 
immensity of the stake that makes the possible players hold their hand.” 

We think he was nearer the truth then than he is now. 

Things move so rapidly, and the accumulation of news is 
so considerable that it is impossible to give a tithe of the 
reports that appear day by day. 

On February 6th, a meeting was held at the Vestry Hall, 
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Hampstead, at which Mr. Walter McLaren, formerly M.P. 
for Crewe, Mr. Lewis Paton, headmaster of University 
College, the Rev. Dr, Brooke Herford, minister of Rosslyn 
Hill Unitarian Chapel, the Rev. Dr. Newman Hall, the 
Rev. Henry Sharpe, Vicar of Trinity, were present. Mr. 
C. Brodie Hoare, M.P., had declined to take any part‘ in 
the proceedings. i : 

“ Dr. Newman Hall, in the course of his address, referred to the 
letter received from Mr. C. Brodie Hoare, M.P., and remarked that 
there was something in Scripture about teaching senators wisdom.” 

There is also something in Scripture about teaching 
preachers of the Word wisdom. This was conspicuously - 
absent in the remarks that followed, for he drew his illustra- 
tions from Don Quixote and Sancho Panza.’ We believe 
that Don Quixote was celebrated for tilting at windmills. 
The Rev. Dr. may feel he is on some similar excursion. 
The meeting was presided over by Dr. G. Danford Thomas, 
the coroner, an officer of the Government whose business 
it is to preside at post-mortems. Very appropriate: only 
a little before the time, for the Peace Crusade will soon be 
among the departures. 

Here are a few items to show how the Peace Crusade is 
impressing the nations :. 


December 23. , The War Office has given orders for 7,000,000 
cartridges and 50,000 shells, AS 

Here is the conclusionof the French Minister of Marine’s 
speech, as recorded in the daily papers, February tst: 

“M. Lockroy concluded as fullows: ‘ Admiral Culverville is pre- 
paring at the Ministry of Marine all the necessary plans for coming 
war, aud we shall then make the rights of France respected, to whom 
England has given offence by her vexatious conduct.” 


The Daily Mail startles the world with another sensation, 

not in the least indicating peace— 
RIPE FOR REVOLUTION. 
1S PRINCE VICTOR THE COMING MAN? 
On another day it is ; \ 
TWENTY-EIGHT NEW SHIPS TO BE LAID DOWN. 
SIX SUBMARINES TO BE BUILT. 

And, instead of disarmament, the very opposite is being 

carried out in Germany. = 


“ BERLIN, Jan. 12. 
“Although Germany might without fear divest herself of some of 
her armament, so great was the efficiency she bad reached, it would 
not be prudent for the country to discontinue its efforts to maintain the 
army in a fit condition. None of the other nations have yet com- 
menced disarmament, and therefore the Government came to Paslia- 
ment with a new Army Bill. : a ag 
“ The War Minister, referring to the Czar’s proposals in the Reich- 
stag, said: ‘The will of the most powerful monarch cannot alter the 
conditions under which a nation exists. The principal condition of 
the existence of Germany is the possession of a strong military force. I 
know no exact point at which disarmament could be commenced.’” 
—CENTRAL NEWS. i 
Finally, the,“ Peace-loving Emperor ” proposes increased, 
expenditure. ' 
‘ST. PETERSBURG, Jan. 12. 
“ The Budget contemplates an increase on the Army of 34,000,000 
roubles, and on the Navy of 16,000,000 roubles." i 


And, to cap all, we hear that Mr. Stead’s paper, War 
against War, 1s prohibited from entering Russia ! 


RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 
“ Bring forth the vestments for the worshippers of Baal.”— 
‘2 Kings x. 22. tp. ee oe 
It is stated in one of the daily papers that a mission of a 
novel kind is about to start, or has started, from Egypt. 
The ‘ Missioners ' are said to be seven priests of Isis, who 
propose to begin their work here with a view of gaining 
converts to their creed. a 
They will find that there is plenty of prepared ground for 
their operations. The so-called priesthood is far on the 
way to this, in aiming to set up the worship of Mary; 
neither will it be necessary to insist on any material change: 
in their petticoats. i 
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These are all of the required pattern for the worship of 
Baal and the rest. Zhe Daily News has supplied us with 
a comparison between an English Protestant Church and 


the Moorfields R.C. : 
St. Mary, Moorfields. 

The celebrant was divested of 
his cope and vested in a chasuble 
of English rather than Roman 
form. He then fastened. the 
maniple to his left wrist, and 


St. Clement’s, City Road. 
The celebrant then retired to 
the south corner of the altar, 
where he was divested of his cope, 


robed in a purple chasuble, the 
proceeded to the bottom step of celebrant himself adjusting some 
the altar. ribbons on his wrist. 

Then we have the account of ‘‘the three priests” going 
to the steps of the altar, bending low, an Introit sung, 
various genuflexions, Kissing the altar, finishing up with 
this : 

The thurifier came Īorward with the censer; and the celebrant 
having blessed the incense, proceeded to cense the altar, and was after- 
wards himself censed. 

These vagaries are supposed to be the exact thing to 
‘properly celebrate Ash W ednesday. 

The performer carried it out very literally so far as the 
ashes were represented. 

Next he took the paten containing the dust resembling soot in his 
hand, and, dipping his thumb into it, he smudged some of the soot on 
his forehead, saying— 

“ Rembember, O man, that thou are dust, and unto dust thou shalt 
return.” 

_ He turned round, and one saw at once the black smudge on his fore- 
head, Next he applied the soot with his thumb to the foreheads of 
the young servers, saying the same formula. 

“Deceiving and being deceived” must have gaken a 
‘tight hold on both performers and worshippers? if they 
think God can be pleased with such absurdities. Common 
sense revolts at such an exhibition, and it is to be feared, 
the conclusion of many will be, “If your God requires this 
I will have none of Him!” 

“ DESPISE DOMINION.” 

Anarchy is the spectre that alarms governments; and 
strikes come with familiar frequency, Engineers, cabmen, 
railwaymen, and at the present moment, plasterers. But 
the last to enter into this sort of contest are the ‘priests.’ 
These are but plasterers of another sort. At least, the 
prophets that led Israel astray are so decribed, " because 
they have seduced My people, saying, Peace, and there 
was no peace; and one built up a wall, and lo, others 
daubed it with untempered mortar.” —Ezek. iii. 10. 

From the papers we know that 220, under the leadership 
of a noble lord, have declared that they will not submit to 
their bishops. 

This might well be called the Ecclesiastical plasterers 
strike. Violence of such a character may well cail forth 
such strong remarks from the pen of Mr. Harrison in the 
Positivist of March : 

We hear a great deal about ‘‘ lawlessness in the Church,” and we 
shall hear much more. Now this “lawlessness” is not a mere 
Romanising tendency. It is an ingrained temper of anarchy, self-will 
and self-conceit, which the chaotic state of the Establishment in the last 
fifty years bas bred in the priesthood. For sheer, obstinate, arrogant 
individualism it would be difficult to match a high Ritualist, at least 
within any, ministerial function. 


M GOD: LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER.” 


The Rev. J. P. Foster has written a book deprecating the 
‘modèrn introduction of concer:s, entertainments, bazaars, 
etc., into churches and chapels, and showing the evils that 
result. The following instance is given. A noble lord 
was secured by the vicar to open the bazaar. The close 
of his speech was as follows :—" They did not ask whether 
the arts and wiles which were practised upon the male sex 
were strictly such. as the vicar, on one day in the week, 
would recommend from the pulpit, or whether on all 
occasions the eighth commandment was observed in the 
spirit as well as the letter (Laughter). In fact, they rather 


THINGS TO COME. 


and with the aid of a server was _ 


119 


sunk their consciences as to the means, and were pretty 
content to look tothe end. . . He hoped they would do 
their utmost to render the bazaar a success, and would go 
forth, not conquering and to be conquered, out yeee and 
to be “fleeced. 2 

We lately read a sermon by one who preached from the 
parable of the leaven. He was exulting at the triumph of 
the Gospel as fulfilling this part of the Scriptures: Are 
these things the evidence, we would ask. Do they like the 
result? It is leaven indeed, but it is the leaven of cor- 
ruption, and that is always the. meaning of leaven in the 
Word of God. 


SUNDAY MUSIC-HALLS. 


We have before us a bill announcing ‘at a church 
in Ipswich, Sunday, Feb. 12, 1899, “One hour’s service 
at 4 p.m., for men only; address by the Rev. 
Subject : 


“ “THE PATER, OR MY, DAD.’ 

“Hymns and music led by St. Michael’s Orchestral 
Band.” This is the gospel of the Music-Hall, or “Hall of 
varieties.’ When the offertory is taken, those that put their 
threepenny-pieces in the bag need not be under any 
apprehension that they are singing a lie if this line comes 
in the verse : 

“This is an offering far too small”: because less would 
do. : 


THE NEW GOSPEL OF SOCIALISM. | 

A circular has come to hand, signed by Harry Phillips, 
without date, of a society called “ Christian Social Brother- 
hood,” of which John Clifford, M.A., D.D. is ‘declared the 
president. It speaks of Christ as a Social Saviour, and 
declares that in the Christian Church there is enough 
enthusiasm now being frittered away in comparatively 
unimportant matters, which, if directed into proper chan- 
nels, would soon transform the “ kingdoms of this world, 
into the Kingdom of our God and of His Christ.” The 
author asks, “ I should also greatly valug your opinion on 
the enclosed pamphlets.” We give it, as formed by the 
inspired word. “The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned.” The mistake the writer makes is the same 
that is common to many preachers, in supposing the King- 
dom of God to mean conforming to abstract principles, or 
entertaining certain opinions. It can come only when 
God’s King—the Lord Jesus Christ comes to reign— 
then “the creature itself also shall be delivered: from the 
bondage of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the 
Children of Gad (Rom. viii. 21, R.V.). 

THE CLIMAX OF BLASPHEMY. 

One of the most awful circulars that has ever passed 
through the post has just come into our hands. It is sent 
out: “ To Priests and Clergymen and others whom it may 
concern.’ 

Our readers know that the 

CINEMATOGRAPH 

consists of a vast number of small photographs taken in 
such quick succession that, when passed through a lantern 
and shown on a screen, it appears as one picture in which 
all is seen in motion. By this means, waves breaking on 
the shore, a passing train, etc., are vividly exhibited. When 
we pass from the realms of. nature, scenes can be thus 
photographed while in action, and nepragueeg as often as 
may be desired. 

Now, the latest adaptation of this, is to arrange oere 

“THE LIFE AND PASSION OF JESUS CHRIST,” 
and have it all specially acted, so that zhe acting can þe photo- 
graphed and afterwards reproduced ad infinitum., - 
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The advertiser offers these films at a fixed price for use 
as ‘animated photographs,” “most effective for Lenten 
services,” for which “there seems to be a demand.” 

When we come to look at the ¢hirteen scenes (appropriate 
number !) from the “Adoration of the Magi” to the ‘ Re- 
surrection,” we are appalled at the very thought that all this 
could have been acted for the express purpose of prospective 
exhibition ! 

The scenes include: The Last Supper, the Crowning 
with Thorns, the Crucifixion, the Dying Thief, the Burial, 
and the actual Resurrection ! 

Can it be that this movement will meet with any 
response? If so, then the apostacy is even deeper than 
we had supposed, and the coming of the Lord in Judgment 
cannot long be delayed! The end of blasphemy and insult 
must be near, when these “ effective Lenten services” will 
be replaced by another scene of a very different character. 

Imagine it! An animated picture of the sufferings and 
execution of one whom we love! It would meet with 
deserved failure in real life. But there is zo reality in the 
hearts and minds of those who thus lightly traffick i in holy 
things for filthy lucre | 

Lord! How long wilt thou look on? ‘'O God, how 
long shall the enemy blaspheme Thy Name!” “Shall not 
God avenge His own elect?” Yes, His elect, in whom 
His soul delighteth ? 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 


A friend has sent us the following cutting taken from an 
American paper. We have long known of this teaching, 
but have hesitated to repeat the blasphemy: 


CHRIST THE CENTRE OF ELECTRIC FORCE. 


‘* Marie Corelli (with the approval of prominent Theosophists) has 
advanced an ingenious theory, which makes Christ the centre and 
ae of the earth's electric currents. She would place in this cate- 

the thunder aod lightning of Sinai, and the fire in the burning 
is » which burned but did not consume. All these were electrical 
ENRE of the all-prevailing Spirit. 

** The fire which bore Elijah, the radiance of the Son of Man who 
walked in the fiery furnace, the Spirit descending in the form ofa dove 
at the Jordan, the light of the transfiguration, the tongues of fire at 
Pentecost, and the hight which dazzled Paul near Damascus, were all 
electrical theophanies—specializations of the one ever-present fluid 
which in physics we call electricity, but which in the unseen world of 
the soul is known as the Divine Spirit. And the office of the Spirit is 
to reveal Christ ; or, in other words, the Spirit is Christ.” 

And this is the kind of thing that professing Christians 
go into ecstacies over. The book may be found on many 
drawing-room tables, and is spoken of by those who should 
know better as “a very good book.” 

Some more extracts are added that it may be seen what 
awful things are being promulgated. 

Let those that trifle with such teaching stand in fear of 
this warning, “If, therefore, the light that is in thee be 
darkness, how great is that darkness” (Matt. vi. 23). 


“ DECEIVABLENESS OF UNRIGHTEOUSNESS.” 


“ For those who have once become aware of the existence of the 
Central Sphere and of the electric ring surrounding it, and who are 
able to realize to the full the gigantic as well as minute work performed 
by the electric waves around us and within us, there can no longer be 
any doubt as to all tbe facts of Christianity, as none of them, viewed 

the electric theory, are otherwise than in accordance with the 
Creator's love and sympathy with even the smallest portion ot his 
creation.” ‘* Romance of Two Worlds,” by Marie Corelli, p. 321. 

‘t The walking on the sea was a purely electric effort, and can be 

accomplished now by any one who has cultivated sufficient inner force ” 


(Pe 3. 7)- 

a att us now take the creed. ‘I believe . . 
one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten son of God’ . 
This means that the only absolute emanation of His own personal 
radiance that ever wore such mean garb as our clay was found in 
Christ” (p. 319). 

“ Art seeks art; in like manner God seeks God—that is, He seeks 
portions of His own essence among His creatures "' (p. 322). 


and in 


THINGS TO COME. 


by the question or unable to answer it aright, 
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` “TURNED. ASIDE AFTER SATAY.” ek 


Vol. xi. of the Society of Psychical Research records an: 
experience Mr. F. W. H. Myers had. with’ the’ late’ Wy. 


Stanton Moses as medium : 

“Then a manifestation is described of a luminous cloud of smoke. 
from, ‘ apparently under the table . . It fumed up in great 
clouds until I seemed to be on fire, and rushed from. the room ‘in R 

ic . My hands seemed to be ablaze, and left their i impress on 
the door and handles ' . It smelt distinctly phosphoric `., 
I was fairly frightened, and was reminded of what bad read about a 
manifestation given to Mr. Peebles sem#lar to the pelea Ag a í P4 5). 


t! CONSCIENCE SEARED." We ya aera 


` . 

* “The following testimony is given by the medium: It wasa period of 
education, I underwent a spiritual development that was in its outcome 
a very regeneration . . For me the beneficent action of ex- 
ternal Spirit on my own self was then finally settled. I bave pever 
since, even in the vagaries of £n extremely sceptical mind, and am me ; 
muçh cause for questioning, ever seriously entertained a doubt.’ m 


aol 


“WHAT WOULD JESUS Do; ps 
This question is frequently put in total forgetfulness as to 


the change of dispensations. What He did, ‘we know. 
What He is doing, we know. What He is going to do, we 
know. But what He would do now if He were here is 
quite another thing | What we are to do is clear, viz., 
to witness for Him as rejected ; to warn the world of cop- 
ing judgment ; to tell of His speedy coming again,“ ‘and 
testify of God's grace to lost and ruined sinners. ` That is 
what the Lord Jesus would have us do! * 

What He would have us nof do is this; 3 not deceive 
the world as to its power to do anything: ‘pleasing to God 
apart from the Holy Spirit; not to expect anything good 
from the flesh; not to strive for peace in the absence of the 


Prince of Peace: not to make friends with the world, which 


is the enemy ‘of God; not to amuse the goats instead, 
of seeking out His lost sheep and finding them ;: ‘pot fe do: 
anything which would lead the world to hope oF pE & a 
millennium without Christ. 

We cannot imagine His being here at all in our peilon; 
He has been here in grace, and he will soon be here in 
judgment. Jf He were here the day of grace wouldend at once, 
and the day of His judgment would begin. The, question 
therefore is an impossible one. He is not here! . He has” 
sent His Spirit here to witness of His absence, and fit us 
for witnessing as to His grace, and din as ta His 
judgment. ; 

The very question betrays an utter ignorance of Scrip. 
ture testimony and of dispensational truth, and we trust 
that no reader of Things to Come will either be Aeceived 
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“MAY, 


THE GUILTY BY NO MEANS CLEARED. 


ws is the assertion of Jehovah in Ex. xxxiv. 7, in 

T proclaiming His name and His attributes. 

Moses had asked, in Ex. xxxiii. 18, “Show me 

thy glory.” Jehovah had replied in the next verse, “ I 

will make all my goodness pass before thee.” And the 

promise is fulfilled in xxxiv. 5-7, when He descended in the 
cloud . . . and proclaimed the name of Jehovah. 

So that in these words, “and will by no means clear the 
guilty,” we have part of the very glory and goodness of 
God. 

Tt is as much God's goodness as it is His glory to "not 
clear the guilty.” ` 

Jehovah tells us not only waż He will not do, but wåy 
He will not do it. 

This does not mean that there is any unwillingness on 
His part to show mercy. On the contrary, it is declared 
(Ps. Ixxxvi. 5) ‘‘ Thou, Lord, art good and ready to forgive.” 

. Nothing that we can do can make Him more ready than 

He is to do all His will. 

| Ttis, however, here, not a mere question of forgiveness, 

but of atonement. The word is `P) (nakee), and its 

meaning may be traced from Gen. xxiv. 8: “ Then their 

, name shall be car from this mine oath”; xliv. 10: “Ye 

.. Shall be blameless” ; Ex. xx. 7: " guiltless” ; Ex. xxi. 28: 
Sie owner of the ox shall be gust”; xxiii. ji “innocent” 

Tt means, therelore, that God will not forgive without 
‘satisfaction made to justice. He will be “faithful and just ” 
in the forgiveness of sins (1 John i. 9g). 

There can be no display of mercy at the expense of 

. justice, 

A penalty has been fixed upon sin, and Jehovah will 
‘Never pronounce the sentence of acquittal except in full 
` accordance with justice in the payment of that penalty. 

And yet the world’s religion is based on the very opposite 
of this fundamental truth of the Gospel. 

“The world believes that God will clear the guilty ! that 
¿God is love, and God is merciful. This is the source of 
? the delusion that the sinner can, by his own meritorious 

` “conduct and repentance and “works,” obtain this mercy. 

“This is the cause of all the deceptive resting in ordinances 
À that we see around us. 

"It is only a half-gospel, leading to a false peace, to 
_ declare to sinners and the world at large that “God is 
love.” To begin God’s gospel here is to begin building 
‘ftom the top, It is not so begun in Romans i., when God 
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lays the true foundation. He does not separate the two 
great truths. He does not reveal His “ righteousness " n 
apart from His “wrath.” See Rom. i. 16, 17. 


It is our place, therefore, to proclaim that God ts jul, 
“and that He will by no means clear the guilty ” ; because 
on this foundation we can at once proceed to build. It is 
the very foundation of the truth that ‘God is love.” For 
if there were the clearing of the guilty, if there were 
acquittal, apart from law, if there were any such conniving 
at sin, it would be treating it as a light thing and putting a 
premium on sin, and we should lose the very ground. of 
the manifestation of God’s holy love, which is not mani- 
fested to us apart from Christ. 

Apart from Christ, ‘the Lord is a man of war,” ele 
His wrath against all ungodliness and unrighteousness. 
But it is in Christ that He is seen as the God ‘of peace, 
revealing His love, by imputing the sins of His people to 
Christ. 

What a wondrous truth! Sin imputed to Him so 
“knew no sin,” who “did no sin,” who was “holy, bara: 
less, and undefiled.” 

Yes, the sins of His people were indeed laid to His 
charge, and he was dealt with as guilty. : 

And when even He was dealt with as guilty, He was by 
no means cleared! He drank the bitter cup to the, dregs): 
He paid the uttermost farthing! He ended- ‘foe full 
penalty for all the guilt of all His people. Not some of 
the penalty for all men, but all the penalty for some, 1 
many, even all His people. 

That holy and blessed One was not gare “Andi 
any now are determined to bear their own, 
perfectly certain that they will never be cleared! EEE. 

What blessedness, then, there is in these words in 
Ex. xxxiv. 7, when we read them in connection ‘with the 
revelation of God's gospel as declared in the Epistle t to she 
Romans. 

How full of encouragement for us. Do we sometings 
say—when we see ourselves in the light which He „shines 
upon us and in us —'‘ How can he clear me?’ I'an a} 
guilt. When I think of all His goodness, which has | en 
leading me and following me, how can he clear me?.*. ae 

Ah! The answer of God’s gospel comes tq ‘us and 
answers all our questions, removes all our doubts, calms’ all 
our fears. Jehovah transferred all my sins to Christ | “and 
when they were laidupon Him He was not cleared \ ‘Thege 
fore the penalty has been borne, the heavy debt has been. 
paid. He bore the wrath, He endured the CHISE, ang: ‘the: 
blessed consequence is that I (and all such) stand” "before 
God without a spot, righteous in Christ's righteousness ; 
accepted in all His acceptableness ; ; perfect in Christ Jesus, 
complete in Him; yea, holy in his beac =. only 
waiting to be glorified Wie H His glory. ae 
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It is almost beyond belief. When we realise it only in 
part it seems almost too good to be true. 

What! Will He never condemn me? ‘No con- 
demnation” ? Not, though I see that in myself every day 
and every hour I am deserving of all condemnation? 
What! Does He stoop to my infirmities, and bear with 
my frailties? Yes! It is true! He will by no means 
break His word. He laid all my sins upon my Substitute, 
and when He bore them, He was not cleared. 

Oh, what a blessed truth. Every sin, every iniquity, 
every transgression, every backsliding, every thought, word 
and deed, all foreknown and laid on Him, who, though He 
knew the awful burden He had to bear, did not withdraw 
His neck from the yoke, but drank the cup of wrath to the 
dregs that He might give now to His church and people 
the cup of blessing for all eternity. 

In Him we were not cleared: for in Him we died, and 
in Him we are risen again. Neither the Law nor death 
has any further claim upon us or power over us. Though 
“jit is appointed unto all men once to die,” there is 
really, now, no reason why we should ever die at all. All 
who are “in Christ” have already died in Him, and in 
Him they.are risen again, and only wait for Ascension, and 
not death. If they are called to fall asleep, it will be only 
sleep; they will soon wake again when He comes forth into 
the air and sounds forth His great assembling shout, and 
then they will be caught up to meet Him in the air, and 
so to be ever with the Lord. 

How blessed the thought, yea, the fact, that we are not 
merely pardoned for having got into debt, but that the debt 
has been paid, and our liability cleared, and that a Risen 
Christ is our receipt for payment in full! Not merely 
pardoned, but justified ; not merely justified, but accepted ; 
and accepted too in Christ, as He is accepted with the 
Father, and have Him not merely sudstituted for us, but 
ourselves identified with Him. 

What a precious truth for us to dwell upon in the trials 
of life, in our seasons of depression, in a sick room or on a 
dying bed. To know that I am cleared because the Lord 
Jesus was not; that I am acquitted because He was dealt 
with as guilty. May the Lord carry home His own word 
and truth with power to our hearts and He shall have all 
the praise. 


NOTES ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 
fifth Paper. 
V.—Its CONTRAST WITH THE EPISTLES. 
(Continued from page 16.) 


o understand “the Acts of the Apostles” we must 
T remember that the word “Church” has no more 
definite meaning than the word 
“assembly.” 

It is used for Israel in the wilderness (Acts vii. 38), and 
for a crowd of workmen at Ephesus (Acts xix. 41). 

“ The Church of God” means simply the people of God 
or the congregation of the Lord, except where further 
defined as “the Body of Christ ” in Eph. i. 23, or purchased 
with blood (Acts xx. 28). 


“congregation” or 
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We must remember also that the subject of the ministry 
which the book records is “the kingdom of God,” not the 
Church; the Lord spoke to His disciples of “ the things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God" (chap. i. 3), as that 
concerning which they were to be witnesses unto Him 
(ver. 8). Therefore the things which accompanied their 
preaching were things belonging to the kingdom, not ip the 
Church, except as a pattern of the kingdom. 

Then, also, the whole result of the preaching in. “the 
Acts” had Jerusalem as its centre, for even those churches ` 
which were gathered by Paul's ministry before he went tq ° 
Jerusalem in Acts xv., received the decrees from Jerusalem, 
when he revisited them with Timothy in Acts xvi. 4. 
Therefore no assembly in “the Acts" can fully represent 
the order of the Church of God among the Gentiles now, 
because no city in the world has taken the place of Jerusa- 
lem. They had an earthly centre and their hope was the 
hope of Israel. 

Finally, the presence of the Holy Spirit is spoken of 
throughout “the Acts” in the same manner as in the Old 
Testament history, and by the prophets in speaking of the. 
millennial kingdom ; as “coming or falling upon” rather 
than as ‘‘dwelling in” the believers. The Spirit of God 
was “ upon ” Moses, and the seventy elders whd prophesied 
in Numb. xi: 26. The Spirit of God came “upon” 
Balaam (Numb. xxiv. 2); “upon” Gideon, Samson, and 
Saul; “upon” David (1 Sam. xvi. 13). The Spirit is 
spoken of by Joel (chap. ii. 28) to be poured “upon” all 
flesh after Israel is restored to their land, and is so quoted 
by Peter in Acts ii. 17. The Holy Ghost was “upon” 
Simeon in the temple (Luke ii. ` 25), and “upon” the 
Apostles in Acts ii. 3, 4; chaps. i.-viii. He came ‘‘upon” 
the believers at Samaria, “upon” the household of 
Cornelius, and “upon” the disciples of John when re- 
baptized (Acts xix. 6). These Scriptures show that the 
presence of the Holy Spirit is presented in “the Acts” in she 
same manner as in the Old Testament, and as it will be in 
the future millennial kingdom. What we see inthe Acts is 
the Spirit of Power (Acts i. 8) for testimony before the 
world, and not the Spirit of Unity whereby believers are 
formed into the One Body of Christ. 

The Scriptures show that while the kingdom of God was 
the subject of apostolic ministry, the Spirit of God was 
present as “the power of the world to come” (Heb. 
vi. 4, 5), and the Church (the assembly of believers 
throughout the world), having its centre in Jerusalem, was 
a pattern of the future millennial kingdom, and not at all 
of the present order of the Church of God as the Body of 
Christ. 

The order of the Church among the Gentiles, as ite. 
Body of Christ, is given to us by the revelation from the 
ascended and glorified Lord Jesus, through the Apostle 
Paul in his epistles to the churches. : 

It is to these epistles that Christ seven times refers us 
the last time He speaks from the glory. " He that hath an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith (#.¢., is saying) to the’ 
churches.” He does not refer us back to His own teaching 
in the Gospels, nor to the acts of the Holy Ghost or of the 
Apostles in “the Acts,” but to the sayings of the Holy 
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Spirit in the Epistles. In these it is that we have frwe 
Church teaching. 

The Twelve Apostles preached Jesus Christ according to 
the Prophets (Acts ii. 30; ili, 18, 24; x. 43). But Paul 
preached Jesus Christ, according to the Prophets and the 
Promises (Acts xiii. 23-32; xxvii, 40; Rom. i, 2). 

Paul, in his epistles, commits to the Gentiles the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the Mystery, 
the Purpose of God, that Christ should be Head over all 
things to the Church, which is His body. The Man in 
whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwells, who was made 
the Sin-offering for the world (2 Cor. v. 18-21; Eph. 
iv. 9-10; Col. i. 15-22; ii. 9-12). 

If we wish to learn and to know what the Spirit is saying 
to the churches, let us, with the opened ear, hear Him in 
the first Epistle addressed to the churches, as such. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 
Fifth Paper. 
By Dr. BuULLINGER. 


Rom. viii. 
WE: now come to the important eighth chapter, 
which in our structure on page 87 was marked 


by the letter “v,” and seen to correspond with “v,” 


(chap. v. 12—21); the subject of “v” being “ con- 
demnation,” and that of “v” (viii. 1—39) being “no 
condemnation.” 


“y? (v. 12—21) shows us how “condemnation” was 
brought in by one man, Adam, and to all who are in the 
first Adam. 

“y” (viii. 1—39) shows us how there is now ‘no 
condemnation ” to those who are in Christ Jesus, the last 
Adam. 


The expanded structure of “v,” (Rom. viij. 1—39), is 


as follows : 
v ja | viii. 1-4. “ No condemnation” for those who are 
in Christ : and the reason. 
b | 5-15. The “spirit” (or New nature) in us; 
now leading xs. 
a | 16-27. The Holy Spirit’s witness with our 
“spirit” (or New nature), leading ¢¢. 
b | 28-39. No separation from Christ for those who 


are in Christ: and the reason. 

The first great truth which comes out in this structure 
is this: That in “b,” (viii. 5-15), the subject is the 
New nature in us, which is called “spirit”; in contrast 
to the “flesh,” or the Old nature. But in “4” 
(viii, 16-27), the subject is the Holy Spirit Himself asa 
Person. 

As the Holy Spirit is not the subject in verses 1-15, the 

` word spirit should begin with a small “s,” and not a 
capital “S,” in that section. - 
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The reader must remember that there is absolutely no 
authority whatever as to whether the word “ spirit” should 
begin with a capital letter or not. There is nothing in the 
Greek to show it, and translators differ among themselves. 
The humblest Spirit-taught reader is able to judge as well 
as the greatest of Greek scholars. The pojnt must be 
decided wholly by the scope of the passage; and the scope 
can be found only from the structure. 

The structure, therefore, at once revolutionizes the 
common interpretation of this chapter; and leads us into 
the true meaning of what the Holy Spirit is saying: to the 
churches. ‘ 

It will therefore be necessary for us to set this ie 
out somewhat fully, in order to establish our case. - 

The four great members of which this chapter is com- 
posed are so large as to suggest at once that they must 
have each its own separate and important structure, giving 
in turn its own key to the scope of the various sections. 

Thus the structure of the seven epistles as'a whole is the 
key to the interpretation of each epistle separately. 

The structure of each epistle becomes the key to the 
interpretation of its various members: while the structure 
of the various members gives the scope of the several 
passages, and leads to the true interpretation and translation 
of its phrases, and the meaning of its words. We first take 

“a” (viii 1-4). 
“ No condemnation” and the reason. 


a |c] 1. No condemnation to those in Christ. 
d|2. The law of the “spirit” (or the New nature) 
sets us free from the claims of the Law. 
c| 3. Condemnation of sin in the flesh (the Old nature) 


by God sending His Son in the likeness of sinful flesh. 
d | The law of the ‘‘spirit” (or the New nature) 
fulfils the righteous requirements of the Law. 


In these four brief statements all the arguments of the 
foregoing chapters are summed up; and we are introduced 
to the glorious consequences which flow from their teaching. 


The word “therefore” refers back (according to the 
structure on page 87), to the end of “v” (chap. y. 12-21), 
and takes up the argument from that point. The subject 
of “v” (v. 12-21), as we have seen, is “condemnation” for 
all who are in the føst man, Adam. The subject of “uv” 
(viii. 1-39), which corresponds with it, is “ no condemnation 
to those who are in Christ? It is remarkable that the word 
xatdxpiua (katakrima) condemnation, occurs only in these 
two corresponding members in the whole New Testament, 
viz.: v. 16, 18 and viii. 1. It thus forms a link between 
the two members. l i 

The word “ therefore” refers to this fact: that as Christ 
by His obedience unto death caused grace to reign, age 
of righteousness, unto eternal life by Jesus Christ. .” 
“therefore, there is no condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus.” The structure of the whole epistle pits 
chap. vi. z to vii. 25, practically, into a parenthesis. 


Chap. viii. begins in the Greek with the negative, which, 


by the figure Alyperdaton, is thus emphasized by being 
put out of its ordinary place. 
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THE TRANSLATION OF “a” (viii. 1-4). 

No condemnation, it follows, is there (or can there 
be) now to them that are in Christ Jesus.* 

For the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 
(i.e., the New nature—eternal life in Christ), set me free 
from the law of sin (the Old nature) and of death. 

For, what the law could not do in that it was 
weak through the flesh, God, by sending His own 
Son in the likeness + of sinful flesh, and for sin, 
did : namely He condemned sin in the flesh. { 

That the righteous requirement of the law might 
be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to flesh 
(the Old nature) but according to spirit (/.¢., according 
to the aspirations of the New nature). 


THE Expansion OF “b” (viii. 5-15). 
The spirt-life (or New nature) in us, now leading us. 
5-7. The carnal mind is death ; the spiritual mind, 
life. 
| 


b 


8. Those in the flesh (or Old nature) cannot 
please God. 


8 


life dwells in us. 

h | -9. Ifthe Christ-spirit (the New nature) 
is not in us, we are not His. 
to. If Christ be in us; then, though 
the body is mortal, this spirit-life (or 
New nature) is immortal. 
11. Our flesh to be raised from the dead 
if Divine-spirit life dwells in us. 
12. We are not debtors therefore to the flesh 
(and therefore can please God). 

13-15. The carnal life is death ; but spiritual death- 
writing (#.¢., reckoning the old nature as dead, and 
thus mortifying it—vi. 11) is life indeed. For as 
many as are led by Divine spirit thesearesons of God. 

Now we give the 

TRANSLATION OF “b” (viii. 5-15). 

For they that are (or, who live) according to flesh 
(i.e. the Old nature) do mind (or set their affections on, 
as in Col. iii. 2), the things of the flesh; but they 
that are (or, who live) according to spirit (ic, the New 
nature), do mind the things of the spirit (or New nature). 
For the mind (or desire or aim) of the flesh (or Old 
nature) is (če, works out or endsin) death, but the 
mind (desire or aim) of the spirit (the New nature) is 
(i.e, works out or ends in) life and peace. 

Because the mind (the carnal principle) of the flesh 
is enmity (hostility) toward God; [What proves this? ] 
for it is not under subjection to (does not submit 
itself to) the law of God, neither indeed can it, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| ë 


rg 
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* The remainder of this verse goes out according to all ancient 
authorities and Textual critics. It was doubtless copied by some 
scribe from verse 4, to which it properly belongs. The truth of verse 1 
is therefore not to be made less absolute or limited by this addition. 

t Not sinful flesh ; for “in Him was no sin,” nor the likeness of 
flesh, for His was real flesh ; but the likeness of sin's flesh. 

t s.e., He exhibited in the perfect humanity and perfect walk of 
His Incarnate Son, a /ving condemnation of sinful flesh: and in His 
atoning death He exhibited the full and final condemnation of it. 
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But they who are in flesh i the Old nature) cannot 
please God. 

But ye are not in flesh (in the Old nature) but in 
spirit (in the New nature) if indeed Divine spirit (or 
the New nature). dwell in you. 

But if anyone has not Christ- -spirit (pueuma- 
Christou,” i.e., the New nature which is in us by Divine 
power) he is not His. 

Whereas if Christ is in you, the body indeed is 
dead, (/.¢., mortal) an account of sin (/.c., the Old nature), 
but the spirit is life (če, immortal), on account 
of righteousness.’ 

But if the spirit (¢.¢., the New nature, the gift) of Him 


that raised up Jesus from among the dead, dwells 


in you, He that raised up Christ Jesus from among 
the dead will make alive your mortal bodies too, 
on account of His spirit (¢.c., the New nature which ji is 
from Him), that dwells in you. 

It follows then, brethren, that we are debtors, not 
to the flesh (the Old nature) to live according to flesh. 

For if ye are living according to flesh (the Old 
nature) ye are sure todie:t but if by spirit (ie. by 
the New nature), ye are killing the deeds of the 
body, (by reckoning according to vi. 11), ye will live. 
For as many as are Jed by Divine-spirit (/.c., the New 
nature), these (and no others) are sons of God. 

For ye did not receiye a spirit of bond-service 
Gal. iv. 24) again unto (é¢., so as to produce) fear, but ye 
received a spirit of sonship (see same word in Gal. iv. 
5, and Eph. i. 5), whereby we cry Abba, j.c., Father. 

We now come to “4” (viii. 15-27), and here, for the first 
time in this chapter, we have the Person of the ‘Holy 
Spirit mentioned. d 

Its structure is very simple :— 

EXPANSION OF “6” (viii, 16-27). 
The Holy Spirit's work in us: leading the nw nature. 
b |i} 16-18. The Holy Splrit Himself in us. His 
| witness with our New nature, as to our s/anding as 
sons of God. l 
j | 19-21. The manifestation of this sonship in 
coming glory. Creation’s groaning for it.- 
22-25. The manifestation of this sonship in 
resurrection glory. Our sympathetic groaning 
with creation. 
26, 27. The Holy Spirit Himself in us. 


F 


cession for us. 
TRANSLATION OF “ò” (viii. 16-27). 


His, 
helping power in us as to our state, and His inte.» 


te 


The Spirit Himself joins our spirit (or New nature): 
in witnessing that we are God’s children too. - : Bat. 


if children, heirs also, heirs indeed of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if we suffer together’ with. 
Him, that we may be glorified together algo with 
Him. For I reckon that the sufferings” “of: this 
present time (or appointed season) are not wortby 
of comparison (or to be compared) with the’ glory fg 
be revealed unto us (or, with regard to us). 

* See above, page 87. 


t Lit, about to die; de., indicating a sure effect from 4 , given 
8 Ye must die” 


pe 
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.For the earnest expectation (/¢., the anxious looking 
out with outstretched head) of the creation waiteth for 
the revealing (ver. 18) of the sons of God. (For the 
creation was made subject to vanity not of its own 
will, but by reason of Him Who subjected it)—wait- 
eth, I say, in hope, because the creation itself also 
shall be set free from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious freedom of the children of God. 


22-25. For we are conscious that the whole 
creation groans together, and travails together 
until now, and not only the whole creation, but 
ourselyes also who have the first-fruit of the 
‘Spirit; even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 
awaiting our sonship manifestation, that is to say, the 
redemption of our body (in a glorious resurrection and 
transformation). For we were saved in hope (not “by 
hope,” but by faith. In hope as the sphere), or now like 
the creation, we wait in hope for the completion of that for 
which we were saved, as in 1 Pet. i. 5). But a hope 
that is seen is not hope, for what anyone sees why 
does he hope also for? But7if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it in patience. 


And in like manner the Spirit too joins in helping 
(or takes up our cause, ñe., joins His help to) our 
weakness. For what to pray for as we ought we 
are not conscious (do not know by intuition), but the 
Spirit Himself maketh intercession with unspoken 
groanings. But He (the Holy Spirit) Who searches 
the hearts knows what is the mind of the spirit 
(the New nature) because according to God’s will 
.(i@, in a Divine manner) He intercedes on behalf 
of saints. 

We come now to the last section of this great doctrinal 
division of the epistle to the Romans, vz., 

a” (chap. viii. 28-39). 
No separation from Christ. 
(Which stands out in correspondence with vill. 1-4, xo 
condemnation in Christ). 

This last member ‘‘a” (28-39) of this chapter is the 
culmination of the whole:—the height of the standing 
which is given in grace to the lost sinner who has been 
justified and saved in Christ. 

It is divided into two parts, God's purpose, and God's 
love. This is the source and origin of all. 

It is “ God’s Gospel” (i. 1) which is here being declared 
and revealed, It has its origin in God. Nothing lower 
than this. But this is reserved for the close, that it may 
shed back its light on all that has gone before. The Epistle 
began by declaring that those who are addressed, are, ‘ by 
’ Divine calling, saints.” Now, at the end, we have this 
calling stated more fully as being the outcome of God’s 
purpose and of God's love. 

The following are the two divisions of 

a.” Rom. viii. 28-39. 
6 | X | 28-32. God's purpose as affecting our sfanding. 
Y | 33-39. God's /ove as affecting our state. 
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These may be expanded as follows :— 
X. Rom. viii. 28-32. 

God's purpose, as affecting our standing. 

28. God’s purpose in working “all things” to- 
gether for good to His People. 

1 | 29, 30. God's purpose for us in conforming 
us fo His Son. 

31, 32. God's purpose for us in giving His 
Son to us. 

32. God’s purpose to give “all things r to His 
People with Christ. 

Here we have the purpose of God set forth as embracing 
all things that concern Christ and His People. In “k” and 
“k the “all things”; and in “1” and “4” “ His Son.” — 

THE TRANSLATION OF “X” (CHAP. Vili. 28- 32). ; 

But (though we do not know, se., though we have no 
instinctive or intuitive knowledge what to pray for ‘as is 
right,’ v. 26), we do know (i, are conscious) that all 
things work-together for good to those who loye God, 
namely to those who according to His purpose are 
called. Because whom He fore-knew, He fore- 
ordained also to be conformed to the image of His 
Son; so that He should be the first-born among 
many brethren. But whom He fore- ordained, 
them He called also; and whom He called, them He 
justified also; and whom He justified, them Ho 
glorified also. 

What then shall we reply to these things? If God 
be for us, who can be against us? He that spared 
not His own Son, but delivered Him up to death for 
us all. 

How shall He not with Him also, freely give u us all 
things? 


Xjk 


/ 


k 


Y. Rom. viii. 33-39. 
God's love, as affecting our state. 

33. God's love, in Himself, in justifying us, our 
sy against all who would accuse. 
34. Christs love to us (in death and 
resurrection, ascension and intercession) our 
security against all who would condemn. 
35°37: Our love to Christ our security 
in ‘all trouble arising from the operations of 
things: “or” 
m | 38, 39. God’s love, in Christ, our security against 

all trouble arising from ¢he nature of things: “nor.” 

Here in “ m "and "m" we have God's love; while in 
“n "and “n” we have Christs love. l 

In “m” and “n” we have persons ; penea in “y” and 
“mn” we have things. 

But all is in relation to Divine love, as eing our alone 
security. Nothing in or of ourselves can secure us. All 
our security arises not from what we do, but from what 
He is. 

The following is the translation :— 

Who shall impeach God’s eleot? Shall God met 
justifies ? (Isa, i. 7-9). 

Who is he that condemns? Isit Christ Jesus =e 
died ? Yea, rather that was raised up, who is ag’ the’ 
right hand of God ; Who Intercedes also for us ? 


Y 
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Who shall separate US (emphatic) from the love 
of Christ (#.¢., our love to Christ)? Shall tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or sword? As itis written “ For thy sake are 
we killed all the day long: ” “ We were accounted as 
sheep for the slaughter” (Ps. xliv. 22). Nay, in all 
these things we more than overcome through 
Him that loved us (Job. xxiii. 10, 1 Cor. xv. 54). Forl 
am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 
other created thing will be able to separate us from 
the love of God, that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Thus ends the great doctrinal portion of this epistle, 
which reveals and declares the Gospel of God: taking the 
sinner up from the depth of his ruin and degradation in 
which the first chapter finds him, and leaving him in the 
secure possession of unalloyed blessing. His perfect 
standing in Christ is set forth ; his imperfect sfa/e, in him- 
self, is described: while the secret springs of his experience 
are laid bare and explained by God who alone knows what 
the human heart is. Here it is searched and known; and 
here we have the key to mysterious paradoxes put into our 
hands. 

If we learn the lesson as to what the Spirit is here saying 
to the churches, we shall escape the practical “ reproof ” 
conveyed in the Epistles to the Corinthians, and the 
doctrinal “ correction” administered in the Epistle to the 
Galatians. 


JEREMIAH IN IRELAND: A BRITISH-ISRAEL 
AND BRITISH-EPHRAIM FICTION. 
By ARTHUR ROWAN FAIRFIELD. 
Concluding Paper. 
Proressor C. A. L. Totren'’s Tara TRILOGY. 
Our Race, ele, Series II., Nos. III., IV., and V. 


‘And the King of Israel gathered the prophets bee about four 
hundred men. ... And all the prophets prophesied. . Zedekiah, 
the re of Chenaanab, made him horns of iron. os “ (I Kings 
xxii. 6-11). 


IKE Napoleon, the author of these remarkable studies 

has been a subaltern of artillery. His standing in 

the eyes of trans-Atlantic Manasseh, ignorant of his own 

birthright, is that of Professor of Strategy at Yale, U.S A.: 

among the four hundred prophets of the now-a-days realm of 

Moloch and Zimri, he stands as fully half a cubit above his 

fellows—as did the seer who bade Ahab push the Syrians till 

they be utterly consumed—above his fellow-servants of 

the spirit of verse 22 in the void place in the entrance of 
the Gate of Samaria. 

The monstrous farrago of mendacious trash, to which we 
referred in our last article, is foreshadowed in “* Studies III. 
and IV." so we shall deal only with No. V., where it is 
fully developed. It is called Zhe Renewal of History. 
How Empire was Rebuilt and Replanted. Eochaidh, the 
Heremonn ; or, the Knight of the Scarlet Thread. 

" Eochaidh the Heremonn” is, of course, the pretended 
contemporary of Jeremiah, a/ias Ollam Fola. But, through 
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an extraordinary piece of carelessness, instead of being the 
Eleventh Dynast of Ulster since the settlement of Dan at 
Donaghadee, etc., of older Identitist authorities, he is made 
to correspond with the genuine Eiremhon — misspelt 
Heremonn—son of Milesius of the carnal Irish annalists. 
His name, “in Chivalry,” marks his descent—through 
Dardanus, Anchyses, and Aphrodit® Pandemos, for the 
“ bye-blow” of this last pair of “ill "governed and dis- 
orderly persons,” Pious Æneas comes into the pedigree 
(p. 160)—from Zarah, the younger of Tamar's twins... ‘This 
is a borrowing from an English Identitist (Mr. E.. Leyland 
Feilden), who teaches us that the Patriarch whom in. child- 
hood we used to call Judah is the Divus-pater, Dius- Piter, 
or Jupiter, Jovis, Jovi, Jovem, of the Latin Grammar, : 
This will prepare the reader for what follows, and ye 
shall employ no euphemism about it. AN else js of 
Professor Totten’s own invention: and can only he 
properly characterised in the direct and purposeful language 
of dear old Isaac Watts, at his wrathfullest against ~~" 
“The wicked lies that children tell.” 


THE IRISH HISTORICAL EVIDENCE ILLUMINED BY THE 
PROFESSOR'S X-RAYS. 

Mr. Totten gives, ina note to page 164, the names of 
all the leading authorities “within reach,” out of whose dis- 
cords the harmony we are about to give in brief has 
resulted, chiefly through “the synchronizing power of the 
true chronology "—a novel system of reckoning of his own 
devising, worked out on pp. 7-156—which ‘dissolves the 
quandaries of the various writers and sets the Milesian 
story into order.” 

Not that the Identitist is to expect to find anyone or 
even any two (quite the contrary, in fact) of Mr. Totten’s 
authorities—giving a single one of the fictitious personages, 
the fabulous events, or the forged excerpts de/ween guofation 
marks, that fill the book from page 169 until near the end, 
when a few quotations from Mr. Glover come in. The 
reader must spread the whole before him together (as they 
were spread before the professor at the moment of writing*), 
and if he only hold “ the true and Totteniaa Chronology i in 
view,” he will read, say in the e/even or twelve Sines in which 
the whole reign of Eochaidh IV., the genuine Qljam 
Fodhla, or the three or four pages of very large type ¢ of ‘the 
record of the reign of the genuine Eiremhon, son, ‘of 
Milesius, in Zhe Annals of the Four Masters, . such an 
impudent fiction as the following lying tale:— ` >) 


EOCHAIDH HEREMONN AND JEREMIAH MEET AJ EN j 
The royal “ Knight of the Scarlet Thread": “entere hig- 
upbly, ee 


father’s (King Milesius’) navy early in life ; and—presu 


i 


a 


for all is to the last degree “ up-to-date” jn. Mp ‘Totten: 8. 


narratives—in a fine, protected, first-class cruiser, Steams 
down the Mediterranean, where he makes Joppa: Landing 


imprudently, he falls, with his boat's crew, into the bands ‘ 


of a band of Nebuchadnezzar's soldiers. If Jeremiah, last 


from his prison in Egypt, had not proyidentially ’ been 


* Mr. Totten's authorities are: McFirbiss’ Chronicon Scotorum ; 
Boetius’ Scotorum Historice; O'Halloran's History of Jreland (1778) ; i 
Haverty's Anena Ireland (1860) ; 3 Feilden (Ident.); Burns (?) and 
He af of A c g historians draw directly from “the Annals 
of the Four Masters, from esting, Pineda (1748) an pel de- 
pendent Antiquities” ' +) g he 
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“around” at the same time, the bones of the right hand 

of the gallant young prince might now be lying in a copper 

rice-bowl-shaped dish in the British Museum.* The 
prophet proves a very ‘‘Codlin and Short” in one, by 

obtaining the release of the illustrious captive from 

Nabudonezar, the captain of the Chaldean host. That 

old acquaintance of Jeremiah naturally has a remarkable 

dream. Of course he forgets it. But: Professor Totten’s 

Chronological “ X-rays’ enable him to find it, as well as 

- the interpretation which the prophet places on it—either by 

exposing, say Haverty’s recent, or Boetius’ sixteenth century, 

history, to their light. The subject of the dream is no less 

than the “ Wearing of the Green,” by the rebel farmer of 
Meath of the future. 

After procuring the prince’s release, the prophet visits 
him at, night, and addresses a speech to him, from which 
we select ; “ Behold, Jehovah blesses thee, and thou shalt 
judge thy people. . . . The zeal of the Almighty shall 
accomplish this, and for a ‘sign’ the serpent shall depart 
from Erin . . . forget not amid the groves of Baal that 
there i is a Mighty One in Heaven, and that the cromlechs 
of thy people are too narrow for Him that dwelleth in 
Lughaidh.” 

The profanity of this disgraceful passage is aggravated 
by the use of the common old Irish name 
Lughaidh from Lugh, strength or shortness, as known to 
both prophet and prince, for the dwelling-place of Him 
who dwelleth ‘‘in the Highest.” l 

It is bound up with one of several subsidiary frauds of 
which Mr. Glover was guilty; the details of which our 
limited space has prevented us from disclosing. 

In the end, Eochaidh sails westwards, and Jeremiah 
follows quickly (pp. 253-262). 

“UPON THE PLAINS OF FLANDERS, 
(supposed) FATHERS LONG AGo.”" 

The prophet next turns up at Corunna, in 3440 A.M. 
His company consists of his own daughter (whose name— 
viz., Pineda, Keating, or other Independent Antique—is 
Hamutal); of Zedekiah’s three daughters, Scota, Hamutal, 
and “ the beautiful ”—yet, according to Amergin and Cuan 
O’Lochain, distinctly not virfuous— Tea-Tephi.”t 

Baruch the Seer, now married to the Princess Scota, is of 
the party: who have the Ark of the Covenant (if, as we 
suggest, they were not mistaken in assuming that a chest 
containing the Teraphim and Micah’s idols, those sacro- 
sanct relics of “ Dan the Pioneer,” to be it) and “ Jacob’s 
Pillow” with them. The prophet, whom his companions 
habitually address as “ Ollam Fola ” (Study No. III., page 
110), buys a ship “outright” at Corunna. Engaging a 
crew of Belgian sailors recently discharged at that port and 
anxious to return home, he has @ prosperous transit to the 
lowlands of Holland "—more fortunate than Israel when 
under the command of H R.H. the Duke of York there, 


OUR 


* The hand-bones of a royal captive are in a case at the British 
Museum. - 

t The original Irish of verse 1, line 4, is Tu/mag bud liach co lot- 
baidh, Tea, the wife of Heremon, is the /of-basdh of this fauricus 
‘philliple. The translation of the word, in conjunction with bs, is 
impermissable in polite literature. (See 74e Banner of Israel, Feb. 


220d, 1899). 
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who only learned to swear terribly—the party haye quite 
“a high old time,” barring the premature death: of the 
prophet’s own beloved child, Hamutal, during a sojourn of 
four years. The Princess Hamutal marries 4 local Royalty ; ; 
and Baruch, under the name of Brec or Breac, rises to 
such a position that he and Scota remain behind when the 
prophet “ makes tracks” for Ireland in 3444 A-M... -He 
looms large in the “ Belgian Chronicle ” of " about this date,” 
says the professor |! (note page 285). The oldest. extant 
European Chronicle is Herodotus, circa 449. Pies or 149 
years after the date of Jeremiah! (pp. 283-5). 

This dishonest nonsense is sold at 2s. 6d. per study. 
We invite the attention of the noble Earl, the President, 
and the gallant General and Field Officers in the list of 
Vice-Presidents to the fact that the Association and Private 
Distribution Funds are largely devoted to its purchase and 
distribution. - We have been presented gratuitously with a 
study for our own conversion. 

TARA AND THE MARRIAGE OF TEA-TEPHI 

Arrived, at last, on Erin’s soil, the professor mainly 
follows Dr. Poole’s outrageous string of fabrications. 
He does not give the details of “Eochaidh Here- 
monn’s” or of his secretary's dress and conversation 
which appear in the older American “Sport's” 
work (page 47). But, in verification of Jeremiah’s 
promise of a “sign” to Eochaidh at Joppa, Mr. Totten 
makes the banishing of the snakes of Ireland the individual 
act of the Ark of the Covenant itself, and not, as they of 
Rome do vainly boast, of St. Patrick! ‘ Jacob’s Pillow,” 
too, behaves quite admirably.- Assembled Bel and 
Dragondom are inclined to kick, but are hypnotized into 
submission on the stone of Bethel (and Westminster) 
emitting, “as though from out the bowels of the block,” a 
groan, prolonged and penetrating to the remotest edge of 
the vast assembly (page 294). After so weird a prodigy, 
can we wonder at the heathen submitting to so moderate a 
condition as, infer alia, the establishment and endowment. 
of “ A College for the Ollams""? Mr. Totten. accepts the 
other conditions, which Dr. Poole professed to find in The 
Four Masters, etc., recording as the terms of the contract 
of this marriage that never happened (pp. 286-294). 

The profane fiction winds up thus (pp. 299-300) :— 

“Then Jeremiah blessed zem, and called upon Jebovah 
to water with his grace, the twig which he (Jeremiah) haq 
planted. 

“A nation was thus born in a day! and David's 
Monarchy rebuilt beyond the reach of Gentile inter- 
ference.” 

Our individual task is done, in leading up our readers 
through this maze of fraud, folly, misrepresentation, 
invention, and profanity, to the final atrocity ‘of ” repre: 
senting the then more than less imaginary, but, once it 
assumed a tangible shape, heathen and phallic heathen 
kingdom of the Celts of Ireland as “ David's Money 
rebuilt ” | 


But, after all, Should we condemn Professor Totten? 
For, of all his inventions, not one is more deliberate and 
baseless than Chancellor Hanan's assertion that ‘it’ is 
recorded’ (in accepted Irish sources) u that R princess, 
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accompanied by (1) a prophet, (2) a scribe, and (3) certain 
impedimenta arrived in Ireland,” and was married to the 
King who was reigning in the days of Jeremiah. 

Out of all Professor Totten’s romancings, none is as 
shameless as Mr. Milner's allegation that Irish myth and 
legend “abound with reminiscences of Jeremiah.” 

The question between ourselves and the literary repre- 
sentatives of “ Identity Belief ” is one of morals ; not one 
of criticism or of the interpretation of evidence. And our 
charge against them is that of deliberately representing 
fictions of their own invention as genuine and ancient Trish 
myths and legends. i 


Se 


THE TWO NATURES. 

7 T more excellent a mere natural man is, the less of 

evil is he conscious of possessing. Not so the 
child of God; for the more spiritually-minded he becomes, 
the more conscious is he of his imperfections, and of bis 
utter inability of himself for anything good before God. 
This is the only feature in the child of God which has no 
natural imitation. There may be a natural faith in Christ, 
a natural love for Christ, a natural following of Christ, and 
even a natural conviction of sin, all without salvation : but 


never is there a contjnued natural conviction of utter 


inability for anything good before God. This is entirely 
and always the result ofa spiritual nature previously given. 
The more a mere natural man has of natural religious 
regard for the Lord Jesus, the more satisfied is he with 
himself ; whereas, the more there is of spiritual regard for 
the Lord Jesus, the more is there of increased dissatisfaction 
with self... .. The natural man has no new spiritual 
nature, with its spiritual principle, whereby to judge the 
natural, and therefore the natural judging the natural, he is 
right well pleased. The child of God, however, possesses a 
new spiritual nature, whereby, with its spiritual principles, 
he can judge the natural that isin him. He only is able to 
have aright understanding of the natural; and the more 
healthy the manifestation of the spiritual nature, the more 
deep and vivid is the consciousness of the evil of the mere 
natural.” (From Counsels and Thoughts for Believers, by 
Thomas Moor). 


CHASTISEMENT. 

“Iam the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh to 
the Father, but by me.—John xiv. 6. 
ti an’s sin is the root of wrath ; when sin is destroyed 

M and abolished, wrath must needs sink and 
perish. . . Christ is the only way, the effectual and 
infallible “ways from all this wrath, to all that receive 
In brief, beloved, the sum plainly is this, 
Christ is so the way from wrath, that God doth never 
punish any believer, after he is a believer, for sin; I say, 
God doth not punish for sin, This seems to be a harsh 
proposition to many; but give me leave to clear what I 
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say; and so, according to the clear evidence of trath 
reject or receive what I deliver to you. Jn Isaiah liii. 5,. 
a chapter of most admirable excellency to set forth’ the 
wonderful and incomprehensible benefit of Christ: observe 
it. ‘He was wounded for our transgression ;' mark the 
punishment; ‘He was bruised for our iniquities ; ‘the - 
chastisement of our peace was upon him: and by his 
stripes we are healed.’ Now, beloved, I will ask but this 
question; are the wounds of Christ only part of our 
punishment ? or, are they the whole of our punishment? ` 
The bruisings of Christ, are they to be part of the punish- 
ment our sins deserved. If they are but part, we must 
bear the rest ourselves; but then, we must be co-saviours 
with Christ, co-bearers of indignation and wrath. 4 

“I speak of believers only : they do not bear one lash of 
that deserved wrath, that is poured out for sin, not one lash 
Christ trod it alone himself. Yea, but you will 
say unto me, doth not God afflict his’ children* ‘and 
believers? Beloved, give me leave to.ask you, Is there 
not a great deal of difference between God's afficting 
believers, and punishing believers for sin ? God, in afflicting 
believers, doth not intend to punish them, as now laying on 
them the desert of their sin, for that is laid on Christ : but 
he doth afflict them in part to be a help to preserve them 
from sin. All afflictions to believers are to keep them from 
sin, rather than punishment unto them for sin..:.... 
For my own part, I cannot see how a man can say, Christ. 
bore all the punishment of sin, if we bare any of it ourselves. > 
And if Christ did not bear it all, I cannot see how Christ - 
can be a sufficient saviour without some other to help ‘him 
out, in that which he himself did not bear. I speak all 
this, beloved, the rather because when’ poor believers are’ 
crossed and afflicted in any kind, they are presently’ Teady , 
to suspect, God hath cast them off for their sins, and is 
angry with them for sinning against him. I say, in respect - 
of sin he hath committed, which he thus suspects, there i is ` 
not the least drop of the displeasure of God, pot ‘the fruit 
of such displeasure comes near him ; ‘But every son. yhom ` 
I love, I rebuke and chasten ’ saith the Lord. " God segth 
that afflictions will purge, therefore he gives them.. Y 
And this the end why God afflicts his people : not for their 
sins, but to take them away. .... . It is most certainly : 
true, beloved, that as soon as ever a person is a believer, . 
there is nothing in the world from that instant, but mercy . 
God managing 4/s mercy in his own way for the best to,’ 
his ; sometimes by the rod, as well as by sweet-meats; but | 
still he runs in a way of mercy. ‘All things. shall’ pork - 
together for good ;’ this is God’s way to believers, wy 0). 3: 
Afflictions were the rod of God's-anger ; they are now the - 
gentle purges of a tender father. God heretofore afflicted $ 
for sin, now God afflicts men from sin. ` 4 This’ is ‘au’ the 5 
fruit to take away sin,’ that is, to break off sin, to: prevent | À 
sin. ‘Before I was afflicted (saith David), I went-astray, : 
but now I have learned to keep thy law ;’ therefore (saith 
he) ‘It is good for me that I have been aiBictes 5: a iy this 
regard, because of prevention. sh 

“If you will but carry it clearly without carping, or aspirt 
that seeks contention and quarrellirig, you""h leed“ ‘Hever ~ 


at’ Ate 


stumble at such a position as this; for afflictions pe! ‘the © 


smiles of God, as gracious as the choicest embraces, God 
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never manifests a loving stroking of a soul more. than he 
doth when he afflicts it, to make his love appear in these 
afflictions. And the truth is, as Christ has purchased rest 
and peace for us believers, so he hath likewise purchased 
afflictions for them too: but still, I say, this remains firm, 
that Christ is a way from all wrath whatsoever, as it is the 
manifestation of God's displeasure unto the creatures 
sinning ; and thereby growing out the desert of this sin- 
fulness, or the fruit of the desert of this sinfulness upon 
them. Christ is a way to the state of grace; grace in 
respect of favour, grace in respect of the fruits thereof.” 

(Extracts from two sermons on “Christ the Way” 
(John xiv. 6), preached by Tobias Crisp, D.D., sometime 
minister of the Gospel, at Brinkworth, Wiltshire, and who 
died in 1642). 


en ai A 


Our JRonfhly Bible Stude. $ 


a i OMe Me Te fe 
“SURE” THINGS, 


SEVEN 
SurE Promise: Rom. iv. 16. 


SuRE WorD: 2 Pet. i. 19. 

Sure Hope: Heb. iii. 6. 

Sure CONFIDENCE: Heb. iii. 14. 
SURE ANCHOR: Heb. vi. 19. 
Sure ELECTION: 2 Pet. i. Io. 
Sure TESTAMENT: Heb. ix. 17. 


Christ Church Lodge, ERN Kent. 


TP ONPRE Y a 


T, GEORGE. 


awe 


ACL ESE ABS CELTS RNE 


Questions and Answers. 


QUESTION No. 196. 

H. G. Bickley. "I have oftentimes beer. arrested, in reading tbe 
Bible, by passages in which words and sentences are printed 
in capital letters, and should very much like to know why they 
were chosen to stand out so prominently.” 

The words, etc., are printed in large capital letters with- 
out any authority whatsoever. 

There is nothing in the original manuscripts to indicate 
such words as being more important than any others. 

The authorized version (1611) was the first English 
version in which they were so printed; none of the previous 
or “ former translations” have them. ; 

The Revisers have not been consistent in their treatment 
of them, e.g. :— 

Exod. iii. 14, “I AM THAT I AM” (R.v., small capitals). 

Exod. vi. 3, “My Name JEHOVAH” (R.v, small caps, 

. ag well as JEHOVAH in verse 2, where the a.v. has Lorp). 
Exod. xxviii. 36, ““ HOLINESS TO THE LORD” (r.v. 

Hoty To THE Lorp); and Zech. xiv. 20. 

Deut. xxviii. 58, “THE LORD THY GOD” (r.v, THE 
Lorp THY Gop). 

Psa, Ixviii. 4, His Name “JAH” (r. V., JAH). 

Psa, Ixxxiii. 18, “JEHOVAH” (R.v., JEHOVAH); so 
Isa. xxvi. 4. 
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Jer. xxiii. 6, “THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS 8 
(R.v, The Lord our righteousness). ù 
Dan. v. 25, 26, 27, 28, “MENE, MENE, TEKEL 

UPHARSIN ” (R.V. MENE, MENE, TEKEL UPHARSIN). 

Zech. iii 8 “ My servant the BRANCH” (R. y. he 

Branch); so vi. 12.- 

i. 21, 25, ‘He called his Name JESUS Es 
Jesus); so Luke i. 31. 

Matt. xxvii. 37, Mark xv. 26, Luke xxiii. 38, John XIX. 19. - 
The inscriptions on the cross (R.v., in small capitals). 

Acts xvii. 23, “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD”: (R. Vj i To. 
AN UNKNOWN GoD.) 

Rev. xvii. 5, “MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, and ABOMINA- 
TIONS OF THE EARTH ” (r.v., small capitals). 

Rev. xix. 16, “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS” (R.v., small capitals). 

These, we believe, are all the examples ; and it is easy to 
see that the Translators of 1611 were deeply impressed with 
the importance of these words. In printing them in large 
capitals, they desired (by way of commentary) to convey 
to us their sense of that importance. 

There is no significance beyond this. 

QUESTION No. 197. 


A. L. “ Could you, in Things to Come, give an exposition of 
oin xv. 2?” 


“ Every branch in me that beareth not fruit, He lifteth 
(or raiseth) it up,” not “ taketh it away,’ "asin the a.v. and R.v. 
This is the meaning of the verb aipw (airō) here, as in 
Luke xvii. 13, “And they lifted up their voices”; so 
Acts iv. 24, John xi. 41, “ And Jesus lifted up his eyes.’ 
Rev. x. 5, “lifted up his hand.” In none of these places 
could it be rendered fo take away. j 

But the most conclusive reference is Dan. vii. 4, "I 
beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was 
lifted up Jeem the earth, and made to stand upon the feet 
like a man.’ A 

This is exactly what is meant in John xv. 2, “ Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit, He lifteth it up ” from 
trailing on the ground, and raiseth it, “so that it may bear 
fruit. And every branch that beareth fruit, He pruneth it 
that it may bring forth more fruit.” 

Thus, according to the correct rendering, it agrees with 
the doctrine of chapter x. 28, “ they shall never perish.’ a 

There are many things hard to be understood ‘in’ the 
Scriptures, but it is impossible that the Lord Jesus could 
teach two opposite doctrines within the space of a fey 
chapters. 


Matt. 
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JEWISH SIGNS.” ei ae 
ZIONISTS, REVISIONISTS, ADVENTISTS. 


*‘ The Report of Pastor Gurland for the last year, to ‘ The way ° 


“Mission to the Jews,’ contains large amount of deeply Inspresiing -> 


matter. 
“ After speaking of the distribution of the Hebrew New: ‘Testament, 
and giving many cases of individual blessing, he goes on to speak of- > 
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SIGNS OF AWAKENING AND REVIVING, 

“ These signs are many. 

‘t Beside the work of grace which is going on in taking out the 
‘remnant according to the election of grace,’ there are three other 
distinct movements going on side by side with this spiritual move- 
ment. >» i 

H THE ZIONISTS, 
who seek only a political and a national goal: asking, not ‘When 
shalt Thou reign in Zion?’ but ‘When shall we reign in Zion?’ 
f ‘THE REVISIONISTS, 
who lay stress on the inner redemption of Israel through the promised 
Son of David, the Messiah, and desire the revision of the Trial of 
Jesus of Nazareth—convinced that His death was a judicial murder. 
“THE ADVBNTISTS i 
who preach the speedy coming of the Messiah in might and glory, and 
the Restoration of the Kingdom to Israel through Him.” 

After speaking about the distribution of the Hebrew New 
Testament (published by the Trinitarian Bible Society) 
by the Mildmay Mission to the Jews, one of the agents 
of this mission (Pastor Gurland) gives a deeply interesting, 
not to say startling account of 

j A NEW MOVEMENT 
which is commencing in Russia. 

Most of the Jews in Russia are quite ignorant even of 
tbe literary contents of the New Testament. Many have 
been found who had neither seen nor heard of it. How 
then can they fulfil the prophecy, “ They shall look on Him 
whom they pierced, and shall mourn because of Him”? 
His coming will mean nothing to a Jew who is ignorant of 
the record of His rejection. The distribution of these 
New Testaments was therefore necessary on this account, as 
well as on account of the Lord’s work in taking out “ the 
remnant according to the election of grace.” 

The reading of the Gospel story, combined with the 
“ Affaire Dreyfus,” has lead to the formation of a party in 
Russia, calling themselves 

: : REVISIONISTS, 

What this means will be best explained in the words of a 
Jewish speech at a recent Jewish assembly in Russia. They 
are remarkable words :— 

‘He drew a picture of Judaism at the end of the 19th century, with 
its black shadows and its dawning light, and compared the attitude of 
Jews towards Christianity with the position of the French Government 
in the famous Dreyfus case, and the position of the French towards 
Zola and his associates who ventured to demand a second hearing of 
the Dreyfus case. Asin the one case all the world except France is 
convinced that a ‘judicial murder’ has been perpetrated on Dreyfus, 
so there is no doubt that the verdict pronounced by a Jewish jury on 
Jesus of Nazareth was entirely unjust, and was a grave crime against 
God's Anointed. The history of Christianity for almost 2,000 years, 
and the whole Christian world attest that the crucified ‘ King of the 
Jews’ was not only a martyr for truth, but is likewise the Saviour of 
the World and the Son of God. But Israel, instead of owning the fatal 
error, maintains, in the face of the whole Christian world, that the 
verdict upon Jesus was just! What an irony of fate! The best of the 
heathen nations are obliged to stand up to defend Jesus against his own 
brethren, whilst Israel is obstinate in their error, a sorrowful spectacle 
for all who love Israel. What we, the children of the New Covenant, 
desire is a revision of the trial of Jesus. We name ourselves ‘ Revi- 
sionists,’ and thereby announce our mission and our petition. 

“Since reading the authentic i eh of the four evangelists in the 
New Testament, we are convinced that the malicious, domineering 
priests committed fa dias on Jesus,:and made themselves and the 
whole nation guilty of blood. Thousands in Israel at this time share 
this conviction ; but, unhappily, only a few have the courage publicly 
to declare their belief. This is cowardice, and leads on to want of 
principle and to hypocrisy. We are reminded of Sehiller's words, ‘The 
curse of the evil deed is that it must continue to propagate evil.’ This 
ig the reason of our religious and political corruption: ‘ There is an 
accursed ‘thing in the midst of thee, O Israel; thou canst not stand 
before thine enemies until ye take away the accursed thing from among 
yon’ (Joshua vii. 13). Jesus, Who is the Light of the world, Who 
should be Israel’s highest boast and pride, has been made into a bug- 
bear by Talmudical legends. No one can help us until we decide to 
give honour to God and the truth, and to restore to Jesus His good 
name. Remember, concluded the speaker, I am not yet a Christian ; 
I belong to no Christian body, am not connected with any Christian 
Missionary Society, but am a Jew, who has come to the conviction 
that Jesus is the Messiah of Israel and the, Saviour of the world, and 
that which I believe I confess in public, and I heartily wish that ‘help 
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might come to Israel out of Zion, and the Lord redeem His whole 
people. - Then should Jacob rejoice and Israel should be” glad’ 
(Ps. xlv. 7). The speaker was, indeed, frequently interrupted. gnd 
threatened, but he was also encouraged by continued applause” " ` 

These are indeed startling words and will prove such to 


those who are watching “the signs of the times.” ©“. 
RELIGIOUS SIGNS...” 
THE WORKING OF THE LEAVEN, j 
UNITARIANISM. F à a 


The spread of -Unitarianism .is wider and more rapid 
than many persons imagine. It is permeating, like 
the corruption of leaven, the so-called orthodox churches of 
America. The investigation of friends there reveals a most 
sorrowful state of affairs. Zhe Gospel Message says: “> 

t The Rev. Minot J. Savage, one of the most prominent Unitarian 
preachers, recently undertook, at one of the anniversaries of that body, 
to show that ‘ Unitarian thought’ had taken complete possession of 
the ‘ modern orthodox churches.’ re Le 

“ He began with Lyman Abbott, and had an easy task in showing 
that this man was a good Unitarian, for the only essentia) elements in 
his creed are that in some sense Jesus Christ was divine, and in ‘sqme 
inexplicable way the ‘ Word of God is cn the Bible,’ but the Bible gs gor _ 
the Word of God. ` : Ser ea ea eae 

Then he told of conversations with Episcopalian, Methodist, Baptist, ` 
and Presbyterian ministers, who threw aside as worthless and meaning- 
less all formal statements of Christian truth. When the Episcopalian | 
said he considered the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds alone as essential, 
and that he reserved to himself the right to interpret shens as he pleased, 
Dr. Savage asked, ‘Then what is the matter with my being an 
Episcopal clergyman?’ The answer was, ‘There is nothing in the 
world in the way.’ ee 

“In commenting on this Watchword and Truth well remarks: | 
‘Think of it !—a man who denies the miraculous conception and deity 
of Christ—denies the atonement, the person and work of the: Holy 
Sp the necessity of the new birth, the ibs puration and truthfulness 
of the Scriptures—in fact almost everything that the apostles taught, 
and yet a suitable candidate for orders in apostolic succession ia the 
American Episcopal Church. How has the fine gold become dim I’ © 

“ The fruit of this doctrine as it has taken root in the churches of 
to-day is plainly seen in the diminished contributions to missions and 


an 


other benevolences. ee 
“Dr. Savage closed his address with an appeal for financial aid for 
the work of spreading Unitarian thought and organization. In his- 
earnestness he made the astonishing confession which shows us the 
character of the doctrines which is bringing such disastrous results in 
our midst. He said that he ‘Never knew a Unitarian to do anything 
that might be called a sacrifice, or that would eyen lead him to grugke 
an inferior cigar.’ l ete A 
“ And this is the outcome of tbe exaltation of Christ as a great 
teacher, but the denial of Him as a great Saviour, the Son of Gog." 
There is a similar testimony as to the corruption even of 
Roman Catholicism in the United States:— © 9° oa}: 
ROMAN CATHOLICISM. ep es 
“ The extremes to which the profligate priests of Rome press the 
false doctrines of that church in their greed for gain, is: gely 
comprehensible to the person who has never seen Catholicism pt 
unfettered state. a otek tats 
“Rev. Francis Borton, a missionary in Mexico, writes that recently, 
in a Roman Catholic church in Mexico, he read the following notice: 
** © Raffle for souls.’ At the last raffle for souls the following pum- 
bers obtained the prize, and the lucky holders may be assured that thei 
loved ones are forever released from the flames of purgatory, r:r, KA, 
-“* Ticket 841. The soul of Lawyer James Vasquey is rf eased from | 
purgatory and ushered into heavenly joys. See: Coe St bl 
‘t s Ticket 41. The soul of Madame Colder is made happy for. syer. 
‘t: Ticket 762. The soul of the aged widow, Francesca ge ¢ 
forever released from the flames of purgatory.: ~ t.0 z. hta U rs. 
“t Another raffle for souls will be held at this same bl 


eased Chngch . 
of the Redeemer on January ist, at which four bleeding and’ tortused : 


souls will be released from purgatory to heaven, according to the fuus - 
highest tickets in this most holy lottery. Tickets one tobe 
bad of the father in charge. Will you, for 


the poor sum | : 
leave your loved ones to burn in purgatory for ages P 7: Karona 


The Gospel Message bears its testi th Tof 
ospe essage Dears its fes mares cat fi: 
"oak : 


another delusion also, viz.:— 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. Sef Cueio 
“No one can doubt that Christian Science has made remarkable 
progress during the past few years. Churches are being balp. r: 
ae 5 Toy Oe Fe 4 
+ ‘E 
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and gatherings are springing up all over the land, and scores testify of 
healing and blessing through this new faith. But in it all there is 
scarcely a mention of the Saviour who died for our transgressions. The 
praises of Mrs. Eddy and the wonders of ‘Science and Health’ are 
sung, but the glories of the Son of God who was made sin for us that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him are sadly lacking. 

“ The whole system is delusive and idolatrous, and yet it grows. A 
faitbful servant of Christ, whom God has given to see the error of this 
belief, writes as follows: ‘Mrs. Eddy in one of her ‘Hazy’ letters to 
her followers explains it all truly. She says it is because Christian 
Science is ‘an unctuous agreement with the spirit of the age.’ That is 
itexactly, This present age is evil, the devil is its God, the lust of the 
flesh and of the mind is its motive power, and the judgment of God is 
its end. Mrs. Eddy and her system of teaching are in ‘ Unctuous 
agreement with’ these last days of perilous times, with seducing spirits 
and departure from the faith of God for the myths of man. She has 
well spoken the truth at last. May her confession be used of God as 
a flashlight across the path of many who are beginning to be affected 
by these delusions.” 


WORLDLINESS AND MISSIONS. 

At the eighty-seventh annual meeting of the American 
Board (Congregational), held in Toledo, Ohio, last October, 
Rev. S. N. Packard, who preached the annual sermon, said : 

The Board has never been placed by the churches sustaining it in so 
grave a position as to-day, despite the favourable showing in the 
treasurer's accounts. 

Dr. James H. Brookes, editor of The Truth, says in the 
January number : 

“ The extraordinary efforts of the Presbyterian churches to collect 
1,000,000 dols., in order to pay the indebtedness of the Benevolent 
Boards, and to place them on a sound foundation, resulted in practical 
failure. Urgent appeals were sent broadcast throughout the church ; 
earnest sermons were preachcd in almost every pulpit; special com- 
mittees of prominent pastors were appointed to have charge of the 
work in different sections of the Jand, and these and their co-labourers 
pushed the enterprise with energy and enthusiasm. Still, with the 
assistance of 6,942 ministers, 27,025 elders, 7,573 churches, 943,716 
communicants, only about one-third of the needed amount was con- 
tributed. Many faithful and laborious Home Missionaries have not 
received a dollar of their pitiful salaries for five or six months; and 
some of them are reduced to extreme poverty. A note just sent by a 
prominent Baptist states that the same deplorable condition exists in 
their church,” a 

The General Missionary Committee of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, at their meeting in Detroit, Mich., in 
November, reported a debt of 187,914,34 dols., or with 
outstanding bills of exchange added, 290,954,65. Then 
the committee— composed of bishops and leading clergymen 
and laymen of the denomination, men who are supposed to 
know most accurately the condition of the Methodist 
churches and what they might be expected to do—voted to 

. cut down the missionary appropriations 100,000 dols, below 
the amount raised last year. 

After reading these statements concerning the condition 
of four of the great Missionary Boards, one is prepared for 
the following statement by Dr. A. T. Pierson—than whom 
perhaps no man of the present generation is more able to 
speak with authority on the subject—who says in the Janu- 
ary Missionary Review of the World: 

“The calm conclusion reached after thirty years of study of this 
theme and of active participation in the actual machinery of missionary 
enterprise is, that at no time during the half century now closing have 
MISSIONS TO THE HEATHEN BEEN AT GREATER PERIL OF UTTER 
COLLAPSE !"— The Gospel Message. 


“WOE UNTO THEM THAT CALL EVIL GOOD.” 
SOUND THE ALARM | 

“The Bible Institute Colportage Association, D. L. Moody, 
President, Publisbers of the Moody Colportage library, has for some 
time been carrying on a good enterprise in the way of distributing 
booklets at a very low price. These pamphlets have in the main, we 
believe, been sound in doctrine and worthy of the recommendation of 
God's faithful servants. But bya late official bulletin we note that the 
Drummond Addresses are about to be published and circulated. 
Before the death of that brave Bible teacher, Dr. James H. Brookes, 
be personally informed us that in a correspondence with Mr. Moody, 
in which he told him that he would not accept his invitation to teach 
at the Chicago School unless he was done with Harper and Drum- 
mond, Mr. Moody replied that he was through with these men. But 
alas | thouch the voice of one of them be stilled in death, the printed 
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page, giving forth the words of Drummond, the Evolutionist, the 

destroyer of the faith, ‘ With an introduction by D. L. Moody,’ is to 

a sent forth on its soul blighting way—an enemy of the cross of 
hrist. 

“Ifthe Colportage Association should publish the words of Paine 
or Ingersoll many Christian people would be horrified, but the subtle 
error in the Drummond Addresses will, we believe, do much more 
damage than the sayings of these out and out Infidels. 

“Tt is then our solemn and sorrowful duty to SouUND THE ALARM, 
and warn the people against this Association which now begins to mix 
poison with the good food that it sets before starving sinners and others 
who may be weak in the faith. 

tts READ,BUT IF THOU VALUE THY SOUL, READ ONLY THE GOOD.'”’ 
— Gospel Union Publishing Company, 415 Oak St., Kansas City, Mo. 


PREPARATIONS FOR ANTICHRIST AND “THE 
WORSHIP OF HUMANITY.” 

Mr. Frederick Harrison recently lectured on ‘ The 
Evangelical and Anglican Churches.” His forecast is 
remarkable, and will be readily understood by those who 
know their Bibles, far better than even by the lecturer him- 
self. He knew only the point to which religion is tending ; 
we see beyond that and understand its ending. 

“ He said that the whole of the communions of the Protestant and 
Evangelical religion were threatened with decay because they rested 
upon the Bible and the Trinity. The Church Catholic had refused to 
tisk itself—that Church stood without the Book. The whole scheme 
of Catholic worship had been humanised, terrestrialised, and the 
whole conception of the First, Second, and Third Persons of the Trinity 
had been etherealised into a kind of mist; and yet the Catholic 
religion remained. These things were utterly abhorrent to the Evan- 
gelical Church, and it was for this reason, he believed, that the Catholic 
Church would stand after the former had fallen. The Anglican 
Church was an immense example of opportunism. It was Catholic, 
and yet English. It was spiritual and temporal, it was sacerdotal, and 
yet it appealed to the individual worshipper. This elasticity, this 
facing both ways, was at once its strength and its weakness. Its ritual 
was so elastic that in one place it might be almost identical with that 
of Rome, and in another akin to Presbyterianism without going outside 
the law. Yet it was the least independent of all the Churches of the 
earth, for it was ruled by a lay parliament, the leader and controller of 
which might be a Jew or atheist. On the other hand it was more 
tolerant, more learned, more cultured, less fanatical, more secular than 
any other Christian communion that had ever existed. Ifit were dis- 
established and became a Free Church, then its great spiritual qualities 
and learning might have fair play and do agreat work still. 

‘The Church of England, therefore, was not in such immediate 
danger of annihilation as the Evangelical Churches. It might very 
likely weather the storm Jonger than the less historical and narrower 
Christian bodies. For a generation or two, if it were disestablished, 
the Anglican Church would continue to swell and overshadow the 
Evangelical Churches, just as the Catholic would do the same for the 
Anglican ; but all these were only preparing the way for the scientific 
Sra of the worship of Humanity." — Daily Chronicle, Dec. sth, 
1898. 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 
“GREAT SWELLING WORDS.” 

The Spiritist journal, Zigt, Feb. 25, is responsible for 
the following quotation from a sermon of Dr. Talmage, and 
consequently rejoices that he thus shows “ his belief in our 
main doctrine ” :— 

“ What are our departed Christian friends, who in this world had 
their joy in the healing art, doing now? Busy at their old business. 
No sickness in heaven, but plenty of sickness on earth, plenty of 
wounds in the different parts of God's dominion to be healed and to be 
medicated.” 

Light may well claim this preacher as an ally from what 
follows :— 

‘You cannot understand why that patient got well after all the 
skilful doctors said he must die. Perhaps Abercrombie touched him— 
Abercrombie, who. after many years’ doctoring the bodies and the 
souls of people in Scotland, went up to God in 1844. Perhaps James 
Y. Simpson, the discoverer of chloroform as an anxsthetic, mighty for 
Christ and for medicine, years ago ascended, touched him. É should 
not wonder if my old fnend, Dr. John Brown, who died about fifteen 
years ago in Edinburgh-—-John Brown, the author of ‘ Rab and His 
Friends '—John Brown, who was as humble a Christian as he was 
skilful a physician and world-renowned author—I should not wonder if 
he had Geen baca again and again to sce some of his old patients. 
Those who had their joy in healing the sickness and the woes of earth, 
gone up to heaven, are come forth again for benignant medicament," 
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Not only are doctors declared to be taking an active part 
in the affairs of earth’s woes; but departed preachers are 
supposed to be active in pulpit ministrations. This kind 
would be adding to earth's woes :— 

` u What are our departed Christian friends doing in heaven ; those 
who on earth found ikeir chief joy in the gospel ministry? They are 
visiting their old congregations. Most of those old ministers bave got 
their people around them already, When I get to heaven—as by the 
grace of God I hope I am destined to go to that place—I will come 
and see you all, Yea, I will come to all the people to whom I have 
administered in the gospel, and to the millions of souls to whom, 
through the kindness of the printing press, I am permitted to preach 
every week in this land and in all lands, for twenty-eight years, with- 
out the omission of a single week : I will visit them all. I give them 
fair notice, Our departed friends of the ministry are engaged in that 
delectable undertaking now.” . 

Our consolation is that not a word of this dreaming 
will bear the searching light of God’s word thrown upon it. 

To think of such a possibility is awful to reflect upon, 
and would call for the exercise of their controls to preserve 
man from such affliction. It marks the fearful down-grade 
we are upon to see the pulpit degraded as a vehicle to put 
forth such empty twaddle before what we may suppose 
was a thinking audience. 


“ANSWER A FOOL ACCORDING TO HIS 
FOLLY.” 


Some one in a “depressed mood” has appealed to the 
editor of Light for counsel in these circumstances. This is 
how be meets the case :— 

“ We took no notice of his long catalogue of woes, but sent him 
Frank Stanton’s lovely new hymn, entitled ‘ YOU'LL GET THERE IN 
THE MORNIN’? :— 

‘ Keep on lookin’ for the bright, bright skies, 

Keep on hopin’ that the sun’ll rise, 
a on singin’ when the whole world sighs, 

a’ you'll get there in the mornin’! 
Keep on ploughio’ when you've missed the crops, 
Keep on dancin’ when the fiddle stops, 
Keep on faithful till the curtain drops, 

An’ you'll get there in the mornin’ !”’ 

Let his readers proceed on the same principles to carry 
out their mundane affairs, and see how it works out. We 
suppose that to ‘get there in the morning” expresses his 
notion of “ getting to heaven.” ‘ 

Here is another ‘‘lovely new hymn” of our own to help 
them :— 

Keep on examining Bradshaw's Guide, 

Keep on thinking yee taking a ride, 

Keep on saying ‘* I'll go by next tide.” 
And you'l] get there in the morning ! 

. Keep on buying your ticket—third class, 

Keep on asking the way you must pass, 

Keep on declaring that TRUTH is a farce, 
But you'll NOT get there in the morning ! 

So the Word of God declares. ‘To the law and to the 
testimony : if they speak not according to this word, surely 
there is #0 MORNING for them (Isa. viii. 20). 


“DESTITUTE OF THE TRUTH.” 

The editor of Light gives a parody of the first verses of 
John’s Gospel, giving an evidence of his wisdom, and know. 
ledge of Greek : ` 

‘* The Greek word /ogos, deepest down, means Thought,” 
and quotes some verses so long as they serve his purpose, 
finishing up with this statement: 
“ kor of a truth thoughts are creators.” 

In this he proves that he is as much a stranger to Greek 
as he is to thought. The absurdity is seen if we supply 
the word that he says is its “deepest down ” meaning : 
“In the beginning was Thought, and the Thought was with 
God, and the Thought was God. In it (Thought) was life.” 
Here the Editor of Light finds it convenient to stop; but 
if we continue beyond this point, it would read, 
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“ And (Thought) was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld his glory, as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” OE, 

We warn such in these words: “ But after thy hardness 
and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath, and revelation of the rightequs 
judgment of God" (Rom. il. 5). Te es 


ANGLO-ISRAELISM VERSUS THE ROYAL’ 
RIGHTS OF THE LORD JESUS.’ 


Our readers will see the importance of our recent 
articles, exposing the Jeremiah-in-Ireland fiction,” the 
moment they consider its bearing on the claims and royal 
rights of the Lord Jesus. : A 


to show that the two lines were united in tbe Lord” Jesus ; 
and to show that not only was He of the “family of David” 
but ze only one who has the exclusive right to David's 
throne. All the hopes of Israel are centered and bound 
up in Christ. And hence the vast importance of His 
resurrection. Because, if He had not risen, that throne 
must have been for ever vacant, for He died without any 
natural successor. = fe 
But if this Jeremiah-cum-Tea-Tephi fiction “be true, 
there ts a successor in the person of Queen Victoria ; 
and the “tabernacle of David” is not fallen down as the 
Word of God declares that it has! ey eager 
Christ—David’s Son and David's Lord—is coming for 
this express purpose ‘‘to build again the tabernacle’ of 
David which is fallen down, and build again the ruins 
thereof,” and to “ set it up.” But if the British-Israel dream- 
ings are true, that tabernacle requires no setting up, and if 
the Lord Jesus were to return from heaven, He would be 
an intruder and a usurper. 2 Re 
Thus the greet doctrines connected with Christ’s, First 
Advent, His Resurrection, and His Second Advent are ‘all 
undermined ; and the Scriptures of Truth made of none 
effect by such books as one sent for review, but which we 
decline to advertize by naming it. It sets out in fyll the. 
genealogy of Victoria, and yet builds the whole thegry gn 
three sentences :— Bee 
“Thus Heremon is supposed to have married Tea- 
Tephi.” . | hal. 
She was ‘accompanied, if ts believed, by both Baruch 
2 TR 


“Trish ¢radition tells us.” E 
Those who desirę to have a sure and certain hope, yil. 
prefer the Divine revelation to human dreamings. 7 aK 
And those who respect the royal rights of the Lord Jesus 
will loyally stand up for them and for Him. °° =." cia 
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“MADE MEET.” 
ELIGION, as distinct from Christianity, is known by 
R several unmistakable marks. 

r. It gives its votaries plenty to de/ieve. It makes 
large demands upon their credulity. Whether in India, 
China, Rome, or England there is a great deal that has to 
be swallowed. 

2. It gives its votaries plenty to do. Works of all and 
many kinds are demanded ; and gifts and payments have to 
be made. These works are incessant and unceasing. 

3. But Religion gives its votarics very little to kope for. 
From the Chinese heavens, which are entered according to 
merit, to the Mohammedan heaven of glorified licentious- 
ness; Rome’s Purgatory and “four last things,” and the 
heaven of unconverted Protestants, which consists chiefly 
in meeting one’s relations again by some “fountain” or at 
some “gate.” In all these there is very little to hope for 
compared with “that blessed hope” revealed in the 
Gospel. ` 

4 But one of the greatest contrasts consists in this 
—uncertainty as to salvation! In this, Religion and 
Christianity are exactly opposite. You may always know 
the profession of religion by this mark. They all practically 
deny that Christ’s work IS finished, that redemption has 
been accomplished, and that salvation was completed at 
the Cross, that He came ‘‘to save His people,” and he saved 
them. That is why religious people, to-day, talk about 
people being “ saved ” now, not knowing that all who are 
“in Christ ” were saved on Calvary. 

Even the most religious among Protestant Evangelicals, 
ifasked whether they really believe when they profess and 
confess again and again with their lips—“ I believe in the 
forgiveness of sins ”—will seldom get beyond “ I hope so,” 
or the assertion that “ No one can ever know” in this life. 
They can never speak with certainty about it. Some call 
this humility and are proud of it, thinking it presumption 
to take the ground which the grace of God in Christ Jesus 
has given to us. 

But this brings us to the contrast between all this and 
the Christianity which is revealed in the Church Epistles. 

1. Christianity gives us the simplest possible matter to 
believe. We have to “believe God,” r.e., what God says 
and has said in His Word, and it is counted to us for 
righteousness (Rom. iv. 20-24). 

2, It gives us nothing whatever to do for salvation, for 
Christ has “done it all, long ago”; and what is now done 
by those who are saved is the irrepressible outcome of the 
New nature, which knows no joy equal to this. 
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3. It gives us a great and blessed hope, consisting of 
“exceeding great and precious promises.” The hope of 
being caught up to meet the Lord in the air and so of ever 
being with the Lord, glorified with His own glory. 

4. But beside all this, it gives us now and here a blessed 
certainty as to our present accomplished salvation and a 
sweet enjoyment of it in our souls. 

All who are in Christ are the happy possessors of the 
New nature, by which they are able to see the incorrigible 
character of the Old nature (Rom. viii. 7), and in which 
they have a standard by which to test it; and have a daily 
evidence that in ourselves ‘‘dwelleth no good thing” 
(Rom. vii. 8). Consequently, while religious people never 
rise higher than an effort to improve the Old nature, the 
true Christian has learned that the Old nature cannot please 
God (Rom viii. 8), that it is hostile to God, and is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be 
(Rom. viii. 7). While this fills him with daily conflict and 
at times with much distress, yet it is his one great ground 
of assurance, the blessed evidence that he is the happy 
possessor of this wondrous “gift of God” (Rom. vi. 23; 
Eph. ii. 8), otherwise he would not know either his ruined 
condition as to himself, or the perfect standing which he 
has in Christ. 

This was the position of the saints in Colosse, and ought 
to be the position of every true Christian to-day. The 
Epistle addressed to them begins with “Grace”: grace which 
meets with us as lost, delivers us, cleanses us, and sets us 
in perfect freedom before God our Father. God reveals it, 
Faith enjoys it, and sets aside all reasoning from feelings 
or experience. 

The saints in Colosse are addressed a as being ttin Christ ” 
(ver. 2) and therefore as “complete in Him” (ver. 9). “In 
whom WE HAVE redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins” (ver. 14). “ Who HATH delivered us 
from the power of darkness and HATH translated us into 
the kingdom of His beloved Son ” (ver. 13). 

Thus we are assured of, and are dealt with as having, 
present redemption, present deliverance, and present trans- 
lation. 

And more than this. Those who possess such wondrous 
unmeasured blessedness, can only worship. We have 
nothing to ask or pray for as to our standing in Christ. 
This, we are assured, is “complete, in Him” (ver. 9), 
nothing can add to this completeness. We cannot ever 
grow or increase in it. We can increase in our enjoyment 
and appreciation of it, but we cannot grow in our relation- 
ship to God or our standing in Christ. 

Of course, as to our walk and our whole path, now upon 
earth, it is true that in everything by prayer and supplication 
we are to let our requests be made known unto God; but 
if we realise our standing, our prayers will be full of 
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praise, because our heart is so full of rest, and our cup 
so overflowing with blessing. 

Hence, in verse 12, the prayer of the Apostle by the 
Holy Ghost for us is that we may be occupied in “giving 
thanks unto the Father, which HATH MADE US MEET 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” 
Surely we are overwhelmed by “the riches of the grace” 
which hath done such great things for us. 

How few, even of the Lord’s own saved ones, know any- 
thing of the extent of the “riches” which are theirs! How 
few are engaged in counting over and dwelling upon this 
wealth of grace! Selfishness occupies their thoughts with 
themselves and their walk ; and hence, the inevitable result is 
that they are looking for some work ye? fo de done in them 
or by them to make them meet. Some think that affliction 
and trials help to do this; others think that holiness of 
life will do something for them, not seeing that they Aave 
been now already ‘made meet” for glory, and not 
realising that it is something not Zo de done, but which Aus 
deen done. 

The solemn fact is that all such, not only lose the peace 
and blessing and enjoyment of present certainty as to their 
standing; but, by taking up a position which implies the 
possibility of anything being able to add one iota to 
our meetness for Heaven, they (1) deny the truth as to 
the ruin of man in the flesh, (2) they set aside the 
work of God in having made us new creations in Christ, 
and (3) they call in question the full value of the work of 
Christ who: “by one offering HATH perfected for ever 
them that are sanctified.” (Heb. x. 14). 

There is nolimitationin these words inCol.i. They aretrue 
of the veriest babe in Christ; of the the humblest, poorest, 
weakest, and most ignorant believer, because they speak of 
and refer to ¢he work of God in Christ, and not to our own 
abilities or attainments. True we may forget this, we may 
have doubts and fears, and we may through our infirmities 
be conscious of many failures, but these do not and cannot 
for one moment affect the work of God in Christ. 

No! Ours is now a present meetness, always a perfect 
meetness. Oh! what rest for the heart! What peace for 
the mind, and All the work and gift of the Father, and all 
‘in Christ ” (Eph. i. 2). 

We wait for the redemption of our body ; we wait for the 
inheritance itself. But as to the forgiveness of ALL our 
sins, righteousness, sanctification, union with Christ, 
identification with Christ, completeness in Him, perfection 
in Him, we do not wait for this, because we have it all 
now, for it is written “who HATH MADE US MEET to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” 


“IN HIS STEPS.” 


T” use which has been made of these words shows the 
importance of never interpreting or putting any 
meaning on a sentence until we see its place in the im- 
mediate context, If this be not done we are in imminent 
danger of ignorantly wresting the Word of God; and of 
perverting its true interpretation by introducing a meaning 
of our own quite foreign to the subject which is being 
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treated of and quite beside the point which is being 
made. 

1 Peter ii. 21, affords a valuable illustration. The sub- 
ject of the context is “suffering” and “glory.” It is an 
exhortation to bear suffering for well-doing patiently, 
remembering the ‘‘glory ” which is to follow : 

“ For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience to- 
ward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what 
glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall 
take it patiently ? But if, when ye do well and suffer for it, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even 
hereunto were ye called.” 

And then an illustration and example is introduced to 
enforce this weighty exhortation :— 

“ Because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that ye should follow his steps!” 

And then the steps are defined and described, showing 
that they were the same steps as were referred to in the 
exhortation. 

“ Who did no sin, neither way guile found in his mouth ; 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him 
that judgeth righteously.” 

Thus, the context makes the sense perfectly clear. Ob- 
serve, it is “ CHRIST” who was once here, but is here no 
longer, having been exalted and glorified, whose steps we 
are to follow; and not “ Jesus” merely, who was once here 
in the days of his humiliation and sufferings. It is the 
“glory ” which He has received on account of His suffer- 
ing for well doing, which is to be before our minds ; rather 
than his suffering steps when here upon earth. 

If, when we are reviled we revile not again ; if, when we 
suffer, we threaten not, but commit ourselves to him that 
judgeth righteously, we shall then follow His steps. 

There is no such collocation of words as “ in His steps.” 
It is a non-scriptural expression. We are to follow after or 
upon His steps ; those steps which are defined, steps of 
suffering for well-doing, being assured of a like glory which 
shall assuredly follow the sufferings. 

Those who are thus exhorted are those who are described 
as “elect according to the fore-knowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the spirit unto obedience 
and sprinkling of the blood cf Jesus Christ ” (1 Pet. i. 2). 

These and these alone are able to receive this exhortation, 
and only to these is it addressed. It is a perversion of this 
exhortation to apply it indiscriminately to the unconverted ! 
And it is this very perversion which makes it popular. It 
brings plenty of that which looks like “ well-doing,” but 
there is no “suffering " with it. It lacks the Divine “ Hall- 
mark” of true “ well-doing” which is “the reproach of 
Christ” (Heb. xi 26). The 4,000,000 readers of the 
popular religious novel to which we refer will get none of 
“His reproach” (Heb. xiii. 13). No, they will get “the 
praise of men,” not the hatred of the world; not any 
of that “ suffering ” which can be endured only under the 
assurance of coming ‘‘glory.” 

They will bring that Blessed and Holy One down to 
their own level, and ask what He would do! They will 
exalt “man” in whose interest all this “ well-doing” is 
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to be undertaken: but they will at the same time deceive 
their own souls and pervert the Word of God. 

For, how can poor ignorant man know what He would 
do? How can a servant know what his master would doe 

And does a servant, now, do what his master or her 
mistress would do? In the absence of the mistress, would 
the servant preside at the family table? For ¢hat is what 
the mistress would do. In the absence of the master, would 

' the servant give orders or sign cheques? He had better 
‘not do it; he had better not do anything beyond what he 
is specially instructed to do. 

He had better not follow his own fancy or imagination as 
to what his master would do. 

How marvellous is the pride of the poor human heart. 
He calls that Blessed One “ Jesus,” and like another Judas, 
he says “Hail MASTER!” while, by the very act, he 
drags him below the level of all earthly masters, treats him 
as a servant, and asks what the Master would do, Whom he 
has just put back again in the place of a servant ! 

There is something subtle and Satanic in this attitude of 
heart. The real reason for it is not ostensibly to bring 
Jesus down to be a servant again, but, hailing Him as 
“Master,” the real object is to exalt self into that position. 

It is so. For, “what would Jesus do?” Well, He 
would not marry. He would not have where to lay His 
head. He would be more homeless than foxes and birds. 


They have their holes and their nests, but “He had not | 


where to Jay His head.” 

Are these some of the ‘‘ steps” that the Sheldonites pro- 
pose to “walk in”? Are they going to preach universal 
celibacy, and give up their comfortable homes. No! they 
will pick and choose the “steps,” and they will choose any 
except those specially mentioned in the context of 1 Pet. 
ii. 21, because these are connected with ‘ the offence of the 
cross,” and “the reproach of Christ.” These will bring 
the hatred of the world. The world knew him not. And 
the same world to-day does not know those who realty 
“follow His steps.” But it does know, and will love and 
honour, those who walk in their own steps while they call 
them “ His.” 


| Vontyibufed Articles. | 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 
Concluding Paper. 
By THE Rev. Dr. BULLINGER. 
THE REST OF THE EPISTLE. 
(Continued from page 126). 


EFORE passing on to the other Epistles we must com- 
B plete the structure of the rest of the Epistle to the 
Romans, and learn some of the lessons taught 
thereby. 
It will not be necessary for us to enlarge on the practical 
portion, which commences with chapter xii. ; as that is dealt 
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with by preachers, speakers, and writers, every day, and on 
every hand, who, for the most part, treat the Epistle as 
though it commenced there, and contained none of those 
great foundation truths which we have been seeking to set 
forth. 

But we must present the structure of the great Dispensa- 
tional portion contained in chapters ix., x., and xi. 

Its place, with reference to the whole Epistle, will be 
seen by referring to the structure on page 62, and there 
marked “b.” 

ROMANS ix.-xi. 
Dispensational, 


A | ix. 1-5. Paul's sorrow regarding Israel’s failure. 
B] a | 6-13. God's purpose had respect only to a 
portion. 
b | 14-29. God’s purpose regarded only a 
remnant, 
C| c| ix. 30-33. Israel’s failure in 
spite of the Prophets. 
c? | x. 1-13. Israel’s failure in 
spite of the Law. 
c} | x. r4-21. Israel’s failure in 
spite of the Gospel. 
LB 6 | xi, 1-1ro. God’s purpose regarding the 
remnant accomplished. 
a | 11-32. God purpose will ultimately embrace 
the whole. 
A | 33-36. Paul's joy regarding God's purpose. 


It is absolutely necessary that we should carefully and 
rightly divide off the Doctrinal portion from this which is 
Dispensational. Both are true and perfect in their place ; 
the former, as to the standing of the Chureh in Christ ; the 
latter, as to God’s dealings with Jew and Gentile. 

In xi. 13, it says emphatically, “I speak to you Gen- 
tiles.” If, therefore, we mix up what is said of and to the 
Gentiles, as such, with what is said of the Church, there can 
be nothing but confusion. 

The Gentiles, as such, are warned (xi. 22) as to their 
use of the place of privilege which God has given them 
(while Israel is for a time cast off),* and exhorted to continue 
in the goodness accorded to them, ‘otherwise thou also 
shalt be cut off.” Now, to use this truth to destroy the 
truth of chap. vili., in which the believer is taught that 
nothing can separate, or cut him off, from the love of God 
in Christ, is to fall into the snare of the devil, and to make 
void the Word of God. To use one truth to destroy another 
truth is the most subtle ofall Satan’s devices ; and, unless we 
rightly divide God's Word of Truth, we are in imminent 
danger of falling into this snare. 

The warning given to Gentiles, as such, is true, and is 
truth. 

The assurance of the Christian’s security in Christ is true, 
and is truth. 

Let us then heed these separate truths, as they are divided 
off, according to the structure. 

It may be well to give the expansion of the various 
members of this dispensational portion, which is so 
exquisitely constructed. 

T * The national privileges of Israel are stated in Kom. iii. 1, 23 ix. 
4:5. 
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The first member “A” (ix. 1-5). 
Pauls sorrow regarding Israel's failure. 
A | d|1-3. Paul's kinship to Israel according to flesh 


(kurta upra). His former wish to be accursed, 
and his present sorrow. 

e l4. What belongs to Isracl. 

e | 5-. Who belong to Israel. 

d }-5. Christs kinship to Israel according to flesh 
| (xarà odpxu). His eternal existence as God over 
all, blessed for ever. 


Here in“d” and “2” we have a wonderful contrast between 
Paul's kinship to Israel and Christ’s. Paul had uninter- 
rupted pain in his heart for his brethren as to the present 
and as to the past. Note the parenthesis—(for I used to 
wish, I myself, to be anathema, from Christ). This is a 
pure parenthesis. This particular form of it is called 
Lpitrechon,” ie, a running remark thrown in, without 
interfering with the thought or sense of the passage itself. 
While speaking of his present continual sorrow, he throws 
in a remark as to his past sorrow. The word (yoy 
(cevichomeen), is in the imperfect tense. It may well 
be translated by the English, “ I used to wish,” as descrip- 
tive of his past condition. The order of the words (accord- 
ing to Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles and Alford) beiny 
‘‘T used to wish to be anathema (ax accursed thing), I myself 
(for ever separated | from Christ.” 


The contrast is between Paul, a man, with all his infirmi- | 


ties, accursed, and Christ, God over all, blessed for ever. 
Expansion of “a” (ix, 6-13). 


God's purpose had respect only to a portion. 
a | f | 6. The Word of God not failed. 
g | h |7,8. Election and calling of the seed 
| out of different women. 
| 9. What was promised. 
| g | hj 10,11. Election and calling out of the 
| | seed of the same woman. 
| í | 12. What was prophesied. 

J | 13. The Word of God confirmed. 
Expansion of “b” (ix. 14-29). 
God's purpose regarded only a remnant. 


bjj jl | 1416. Divine election justified by Scrip- 
| i ture. Election of a portion from the Jews. 
m |17, 18. Divine election justified by 
Scripture. Gentiles hardened for the 
sake of the Jews. 
k | 19-21. Divine election not to be 
challenged by the conscience. 
“ Thou wilt say.” 
k | 22-24. Divine election benevolent 
so far as apprehensible by the con- 
| science [ What hast thou to say ?) 
j 7 m | 25,26. Divine election justified by 
Scripture. Jews hardened for the sake 
i | of the Gentiles. 
| | / | 27-29. Divine election justified by Scripture. 


Election of a remnant from the Jews. 


See Ergures ef. Speech, page 47 
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Expansion of “c!'” (ix. 30-33). 
Ssrael's failure, in spite of the Prophets. 
(Isa, viii. 14; xxviii. 16). 

30. No running or willing in the believer (from 
verse 16). 
o | 31, 32 Nobelieving in thezunner or willer. 
| o | -32, 33. Stumbling in the runner or willer. 

u | -33. No stumbling in the believer. 


Expansion of ‘c?”’ (x. 1-13), 
Israels failure, in spite of the Law. 


x. 1-3. Israel's blindness as to salvation through 
faith unto justification. 
q | 4. Christ, the end of (all claims of) the Law 
for righteousness to every one who believeth. 
' fp | 5-10, The teaching of the Law, as to salvation 
' | through faith unto justification. 

y | 11-13. The teaching of the Prophets as to 
Christ, being the end of all law for righteous- 
ness, to every one wha believeth. 


Expansion of * c” (x. 14-21). 
Lsraei's failure in spite of the Gospel, 


x. 14, 15. God's setting aside of the nation of 
Israel vindicated, because the Gospel was preached 
| to them. 

s | 16. Israel not excused, because they did 
not yield faith-obedience. 

| 17, 18. God’s setting aside of the nation of 

| Israel vindicated, because the ‘Gospel was heard 

by them. 

s | 19-21. Israel not excused, because their 
Scriptures had warned them that that setting 
aside would be the consequence of their lack 
of faith-obedience. 


cor} 
| 


* 


Expansion of “6” (xi. 1-10). 
4 ; . 
God's purpose regarding the remnant accomplished, 


b i t | xi. 1-3. What the majority of the nation of Israe} 
i did. They rejected God. 

u | 4-6. A Remnant reserved, according 
God's election of grace. 

7-. The Remnant obtained that which the 

nation of Israel did not obtain. 

£ | -7-10. What befell the majority. 
them. 

In this member “2” (xi. 1-10), and “b” (ix. 14-29), 
with which it corresponds, we have an important revelation 
respecting the “ Remnant.” A revelation which explains 
the Lord’s words in Matt. xxi. 43. "The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof.” The new nation of 
Isracl will be made out of this ‘“ Remnant.” This 
Remnant was originally part of His purpose, and that 
purpose will be accomplished, and result in blessing to 
Israel and the World. 

This is shown in the next member “a” (xi. 11-32). 


to 


u 


God hardened 


; 
i 
i 
l 
1 
| 
| 
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Expansion of “a” (xi. 11-32). 
God's purpose will ultimately embrace the whole. 
Salvation to the Gentiles the means 


aj Xa | xia. 

of provoking Israel to jealousy. 

b | 12. If benefit accrues to the world 
through Israel’s fall, greater benefit will 
accrue from their fulness. 

13, 14. Apostleshipofthe Gentiles the means 


e 
a7 


of provoking Israel to jealousy. 


5 | 15,16. If benefit to the world accrues 
| i through Israel’s rejection, greater benefit 
i will accrue through their reception. 
Yic | 17,18. The wild olive-sprout, grafted in, 

urged not to boast against the branches. 
d | 19,20. The wild olive urged to fear. 
d | 21,22. The Reason why. The wild 
olive-graft urged to fear: for God, who 
spared not the natural branches, may 
| also cut him off. 
¢ | 23,24. The Reason why. The wild olive- 
graft urged not to boast against the natural 
branches: for God may engraft them in 
| again. : 
IZļejglļi | 25- Hardening in part happening 
| to Israel, the means. 
k | -25. The completion of Gen- 
| tiles in consequence. 

o] | h | 26, 27. The salvation of 
| Israel in consequence. 
E f | 28- Gospel stand- 

point:israel enemies. 
J | 28,29. Election 
standpoint: Israel 
beloved. 
e lg k | 30. Mercy to Gentiles, the 
| . consequence. 
í | 31. Disobedience of Israel, the 
i i | means. 
| A | 32. Mercy upon al 
through disobedience of 
| all. 
Expansion of “4” (xi. 33-36). 
Paul's joy regarding God's purpose. 
Ajl| 33. Admiration of God for His nature.; The 
m | 34. Nature of God not ministered to ù) nature 
by the creature. j of God. 
m | 35. Operations of God not ministered, Tye 
to by the creature. opera- 
/| 36. Glory to God for His operations~in ( sons of 
God. 


creation. 
Thus we reach the end of the dispensational portion of 
the Epistle to the Romans. The mysterious truths involved 
in Israel's fall, as the reason why the salvation of God is 
sent to the Gentiles, are explained as far as may be to 
finite minds and intellects. The Acts of the Apostles 
closes with the declaration as to the sending of this salvation 
to the Gentiles. Romans i.-viii. explains what this salvation 
is and what it contains. While chapters ix.-xi. take up the 
dispensational problems involved in this transfer. 
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It now only remains for us to complete this Epistle by 
giving the structure of the Practical division xii. 1-xv.7. (The 
latter Epistolary portion, xv. 13—xvi. 24, has already been 
given (page 63), and the remaining Dispensational portion 
(xv. 8-12) does not require further expansion is as follows). 


The structure of this practical division : 
a Rom. xii. 1.—xv. 7 (see page 62). 
a | d | xii. 1, 2. Personal and Individual. 
e | 3-8. Ecclesiastical. 
| f | 9-21. Social. 
i g | xiii. r-7. Civil. 
| J | 8-14. Social. 
| e | xiv. 1-23. Ecclesiastical. 
| d | xv. 1-7. Personal and Individual. 
‘The same warning as to “rightly dividing the Word of 
Truth ” applies to this practical portion of the Epistle. It 
commences with the words: “ I beseech you therefore,” etc. 

Now the structure shows us that it does not refer back to 
the end of chapter xi., but to the end of that member 
(‘fa,” i. 16—viil. 39) with which it corresponds. So that 
xii. 1 reads on from viii. 39. And the connection is— 
Seeing that nothing can separate us from the love of God 
in Christ, therefore it is we are besought as to our 
practical walk. Weare not to read this, which affects our 
state, into that which concerns our s/anding. Our standing 
is sure, and quite independent ofall else. But, being what 
it is, our walk should be worthy of it. Hence, then, 
these exhortations and practical instructions. 

Let us, then, rightly divide the Word of Truth, and not 
use truth as to our sfa/e to upset that which is equally truth 
as to our standing. 

The importance of thus rightly dividing is seen in the 
final member (xvi. 25-27) of the Epistle, as in every other. 
Here we have ¢he mystery in contrast to ‘God's Gospel” 
(in i. 1-6). There are those who wilfully close 
their eyes and perversely refuse to see the difference 
between these two. But the Word is clear for all who have 
the eyes of their understanding opened. Eph. i. 18 declares 
the necessity of this for® the understanding of the 
Mystery which is the great subject of Ephesians, as we 
shall see. If any say they cannot see it, it is an honest 
confession that their eyes have not yet been thus opened. 
They are not compelled to make that confession; but, if 
they do, we can only express our sorrow for them, and 
thank God for the blessed answer of the prayer in 
Eph. i. 16-23 in our own experience. If any have not yet 
this experience, we exhort them to continue to pray this prayer. 

It surely must be clear to the simplest honest mind that 
“ God’s Gospel,” which is expressly stated tothave’ been 
“ promised afore by His prophets in the Holy Scriptures,” 
cannot possibly be the same as “the Mystery which was 
kept secret since the world began, but is now made manifest 
by prophetic writings.” * 

* The Greek is ypuduor rpogrytixar (yraphon prophectixon). 
There are no articles: and it is not the Old Testament prophets 
who are referred to here, but the Prophets as well as the Apostles 
who were given after the Ascension of Christ into Heaven (Eph. iv. 
8-13). The expression is to be carefully distinguished from that used 
in connection with ‘the gospel” (i, 2), which is 6a rov mpogyroy 
atrod ev ypaquis dytus, dia fon prophecton autou en graphais 
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l 
If they be the same, then language is useless for the 
purposes of revelation. If this be “doctrine and instruction ” 
—what is the special instruction conveyed by stating that 
“ promised afore ” means “kept secret from times eternal ” 
(k.V.) until now ? 

Whatanswer could be given to the Infidel, who, believing 
what is taught by some Christians, as to this mistaken 
identity, exposes such a discrepancy as is thus created? 

No: we abide by the teaching here given, that “the 
mystery ” was a revelation made to Paul (2 Cor. xii. 1, 73 
Gal. i. 12, etc.), after his Divine calling to be an Apostle. 

Some brethren mistakenly suppose that we are teaching 
‘another gospel” when we maintain this; and cry out 
that “there is only one gospel” which we are thus under- 
mining. We have only to define our terms, and the 
basclessness of this fear is at once seen. What does the 
word Gospel mean? Evcry one will answer, truly, “good 
news.” Then surely it dépends on what the good news is 
about : 

There is the ‘good news 
and unworthy sinners as revealed in this Epistle. 
“good news.” 

There is “good news” concerning the Atagdom: for 
though rejected by Israel, and still in abeyance, it is yet to 
be set up in power and great glory: ¢hafis good news. 

There is “good news” concerning ¢he glory: for Christ’s 
mission did not end with His sufferings, but there is 
“the glory which should follow.” ‘That is “good news.” 

So, in like manner, there is good news concerning 
the Body of Christ, of which His People now are the 
members on earth, and He is the great and glorious Head 
in heaven. This is “good news,” and it is part of the Gospel. 


” of “the grace of God ” to lost 
That is 
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Being specially committed to Paul, he sometimes speak of 
itas “my” Gospel, as distinguished from that committed 
to the twelve. He speaks of it as ‘my Gospel” here 
(xvi. 25). And, whether this refers to the Mystery, and 
the «uí (kar) should be rendered even (as it sometimes 
is) :—“ Even the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the 
revelation of the mystery ;’’ or, whether it refers to ‘ God's 
Gospel” of grace (i. 1), and the «uć (Aa) should be 
rendered and (as it usually is :—(“ And the preaching,” etc., 
the conclusion is the same: that tthe Mystery,” always 
hitherto hidden, cannot be the same as that which was 
“promised afore.” 

What that Mystery (or Secret) is, it is not the purpose of 
the Epistle to the Romans to teach. The subjective, 
doctrinal foundation for it is laid ; and it is merely mentioned 
at the close in order to complete the beautiful structure of 
the Epistle, and to prepare the way for it to be taken up in 
the Ephesians ; where it is fully dealt with as the next great 
lessonto be taught in the Holy Spirit’s school of instruction. 
The teaching in Romans must first be experimentally 
received and learned, before we can pass on to the more 
in holy writings: viz., those well 
known as such in the Old Testament. Whereas the word 
t prophets” in avi. 26 is not a noun at all. It is an adjective, and 
should be translated 4y prophetic writings, viz., the New Testament 
prophets so frequently spoken of in the New Testament Scriptures. 
(See The Alystery, pages 17, 18 and note). 
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advanced lessons of Mphesians. Having learned what it is 
to have diced with Christ, and to have been raised with 
Christ ; we are, in Ephesians, further taught what it is to be 
now already seated in the Heavenlies in Christ. 

Hence it is that the “Doctrine and Instruction” (of 
2 Tim. iii, 16) now passes on to the Epistle to the 
Ephesians. Romans viii. is the foundation on which it is 
built; and Romans xvi. 25 is the point from which its 
revelation starts. 

But, before we take up that Lpistle, we have to consider 
the pair which come between, and exhibit departure from, 
and failure with respect to, the teaching of the Epistle to 
the Romans, viz., Corinthians and Galatians. 


ate nfe ute t 
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We cannot hold ourselves responsible for every expression of the respective 
speakers, Many things with which we may not wholly agree are inserted as being 
either suggestive or worthy of considcrution. 


THE NEARNESS OF THE LORD'S RETURN. 
By Pastor F. E. Marsu, 
(At the York Conference, May 1894). 

E cannot possibly rightly divide the Word of Truth, 
W without recognising the truth that belongs to 
Israel, and the truth that belongs to the Gentiles, and the 
truth that belongs to the Church of God. If we apply the 
truth that God has given to Israel, to the Church, or, if we 
apply the truth that has been given to the Church to 
Israel, and if we apply the truth relating to both to the 
nations, we shall get into an endless muddle. But, if we 
take the word of God in its simplicity, we shall find, if we 
keep these three things before us, that we shall be able to 
understand the word of the living God as we have never 
understood it before. 

My subject to-day is, “The signs that indicate Christ’s 
near return,” and I want to bring before you three signs in 
connection with these three, namely the Jews, the Gentiles, 
and the Church. We find that the times of the Gentiles 
are nearly run out, and this is one sign of the Lord's near 
return. We also find that the Jews are returning to their 
own land, and that is another sign. The things that are to 
characterise the last days are with us to-day, if we have 
eyes to see them, and is it not well for us to see these things 
which the Lord has plainly told us are coming to pass. 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself, in Luke xxi., refers to 
the “ Times of the Gentiles.” Inthe 24th verse, we read, 
“ And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, ənd shall 
be-led away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled.” We ask the question, “ When did 
the times of the Gentiles begin?" They began with the rise 
of the kingdom of Babylon. When wiil these times end? 
When the Lord Jesus Christ comes again with his people. 
You see I distinguish between the Lord coming for his 
people and His coming with them. When He.comes for 
His people we are “caught up ” in the air, where we meet 
our Lord. When He comes zs His people He comes to 


ays 
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the earth. If you will rcad the second chapter of Daniel 
you will find that the “ Times of the Gentiles ” are depicted 
there. The king of Babylon had a dream. He could not 
remember what he had dreamed. He summoned all the 
wise men, but they could not tell him his dream, They 
could not interpret it. Then Daniel came and stood 
before the king and related to him his dream and gave him 
the interpretation of it. He told the king that he sawa 
wonderful image. The head of that image was made of 
gold, the arms and breast of silver, the belly and thighs 
were made of brass, the legs of iron, and the fect of iron 
and clay. Then the prophet went on to say there was a 
stone cut out of the mountains without hands or not in 
hands, and that the stone came and struck the image on 
the feet and ground it to powder. Then the prophet gave 
the interpretation. He said to the king of Babylon ‘Thou 
art the head of gold. After thee there shall come another 
power which shall overthrow thy kingdom.” We know 
what power came after the Babylonian. It was the 
Medo-Persian power. After the Medo-Persian power there 
arose the Grecian power. The legs of iron represent the 
Roman power which overthrew the Grecian. Where are 
we to-day in the page of history, as seen in the image? On 
the instep of the foot. There are ten kingdoms to arise; 
the old Roman World is to be divided into ten, and then 
the Lord Jesus Christ is coming to set up His kingdom. 
The king of Babylon sees a beautiful image, but to the 
man of God, the times of the Gentiles are represented by 
four wild beasts, as seen in Daniel vii. The first beast that 
Daniel saw was a lion; the second was a bear, the third 
was a leopard, and the fourth was so terrible that it could 
not be described. The lion corresponds to the head of 
gold, which represents Babylon. The bear corresponds to 
the arms and breast of silver, which represent the Medo- 
Persian power ; the leopard corresponds to the belly and 
thighs of brass, which represent the Grecian power. The 
last wild beast, that could not be described because it was 
too terrible, corresponds to the legs of iron, and represents 
the Roman dynasty. And as there were ten toes on the 
image, so there are ten horns on this wilfl beast, and these 
correspond to the ten toes and represent the ten kingdoms 
into which the old Roman world is to be divided. Out of 
one of the horns is seen to rise a little horn, and that, it 
seems to me, represents the coming Antichrist, who is to 
set up his power, and who is to be received by the Jews as 
their Messiah and deliverer, as we read in the 9th chapter 
of Daniel. It may be before the ten kingdoms are formed, 
certainly before the Antichrist is manifested, the Lord Jesus 
Christ is coming to take His people to Himself. Since the 
times of the Gentiles must end when the Lord comes with his 
people, since the Lord Jesus Christ is coming to set up his 
kingdom, and we are so far on in the page of history, I put 
it to you, is it not in accordance with reason and Scripture 
that we are to be expecting the Lord Jesus Christ to come 
ind receive us to Himself, and that He is very near, even at 
he door, and that we must be expecting Him because He 
nid He would come, and because events indicate that He is 
rry near? So, from the fact that the times of the Gentiles 
we nearly run out, and before these times do run out the 
Lord Jesus Christ must come, are we not justified in saying 
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that He ïs near? We are not warranted in fixing any 
dates. We know not what hour He shall come, but we 
are warranted in saying from Scripture, that from the fact 
that the times of the Gentiles are nearly run by, we must be 
expecting Him. 

There is another sign which plainly indicates that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is very near, and that is, that ¢he Jews are 
returning to their own land. This is according to God’s 
promise. Israel are God’s own peculiar people. He has 
set them apart for Himself. Though they are scattered, 
God has not lost sight of them. God loves them: and in 
His own way andin His own time He will bring back Israel 
to their own land. : 

Turn to the 16th chapter of Jeremiah. Again and again 
we find in the book of Jeremiah, the Lord promising to 
bring Israel again to their own land. In the 13th verse we 
read: ‘ Therefore will I cast you out of this land into a 
land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers, and 
there shall ye serve other gods day and night, where I will 
not show you favour.” But, in the 6th verse of. the 24th 
chapter we read: “ For I will set miné eyes upon them for 
good, and I will bring them again to this land, and I will 
build them, and not pull them down, and I will plant them 
and not pluck them up.” Then, in the 3rd verse of the 
30th chapter: “ For lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will bring again the captivity of My people Israel and 
Judah, saith the Lord, and I will cause them to return to 
the land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess 
it.” Some may say that there may have been a partial 
fulfilment of this prophecy in the restoration of the Jews 
under Ezra, but the Jews are not in possession of the land 
to-day. There are many Jews in Palestine, but they are not 
in power. Again and again God uses those emphatic 
words: “I will bring them again, and I will plant them in 
their own land.” This promise shall be literally fulfilled. 
The promise which God gave to Abraham, as to the extent 
of the land, has never been fulfilled. And, therefore, 
knowing God’s faithfulness, we are warranted in expecting 
that God will keep to His promise, will literally keep to His 
word which He gave to Abraham as to the extent of the 
land, as well as to the fact that Israel shall be brought back 
to the land. 

What do we find to-day in Palestine? Some of you may 
have seen the testimony borne by a Christian Jew at one 
of these conferences held in Liverpool some time ago. He 
says: ‘I remember, when I was a boy, when there were 
not more than two or three houses outside Jerusalem. To- 
day there are as many outside the city as inside. Within 
the last few years more than 70,000 Jews have returned to 
their own land.” It is reckoned that there are 100,000 
Jews in Palestine at this present time. Is not that an 
indication that the Jews are going back to their own land 
in unbelief? When the Antichrist appears and is ready to 
make that covenant, is not the Jew already there to receive 
him. And when the Lord Jesus Christ shall be manifested, 
and when they shall look upon Him whom they have 
pierced, then they will begin to mourn and wail because of 
Him. The Jew going back to his own land isa plain 
indication that the Lord’s purpose is ripening, and that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is very near. 
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Before the Lord’ Jesus Christ appears with His saints, 
there are many things that have to take place. The Anti- 
christ is to be manifested, the covenant I have spoken of 
is to be entered into between the Jews and the Antichrist, 
but I cannot sce a single thing that has to take place before 
the Lord Jesus Christ comes for His people. These things 
are coming to a head. Is it not therefore a plain and 
simple indication that the Lord Jesus Christ is very near, 
and that He may come at any moment ? The right attitude 
for us is to be waiting for Him. Jesus said: ‘ Behold, I 
coine quickly,” and if we are right with Him we shall long 
to see Him. If there is nothing between Him and ourselves, 
we shall pray and look for His coming. 


The last sign I shall refer to is this, events shat we are 
told will take place in the last days are present with us now. 
Kindly turn to 1 Tim. iv. 1: “Now the Spirit speaketh 
expressly, that in the latter times sume shall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils.” When the Spirit speaketh expressly, it must be 
about something very important, for the Spirit speaks right 
through this precious book. Do we not find these things 
present to-day? There shall be a departure from the 
faith. Do we not find men on every hand departing from 
the faith? The things which our fathers believed, and for 
which they died, are denied on all hands to-day. They 
believed that the Bible was the Word of God. Now we 
are told that “the Word of God is in the Bible”—a very 
different thing. I cannot understand the mind of God 
unless He expresses Himself, and when people tell me the 
Word of God is i» the Bible I say: “ No, the Bible zs the 
Word of God.” I do not look at the medium through 
which the word came, but at God. They tell us that you 
have to put men into a favourable environment, to bring 
out the latent goodness in them ; but the Lord Jesus Christ 
did not say this. He said: ‘t That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 
The word of God speaks of the necessity of the atonement 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; but not so many of the teachers 
in our pulpits. Not very long ago a Congregationalist 
minister said Paul made a great mistake when he said that 
it was necessary for Christ to suffer, and that the statement 
was contradicted by Christ. But I find that the Lord 
Jesus Christ uses the very same words. Paul said, ‘‘ Christ 
Must needs have suffered” (Acts xvii. 3), and Christ said, 
“The Son of Man sust be lifted up” (John iti. 14). If 
there was one thing Jesus spoke of as a necessity it was 
this, the death that He should accomplish at Jerusalem. 
Men failed to enter into the purpose for whicl¥ Christ came 
into the world when He was here. Dear friends, I pray 
you, don’t be led away by the theory of the times, that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to manifest perfect 
humanity, that He came to live a perfect life merely, and 
die a martyr’s death in the pursuit of the purpgse in a good 
cause. His death was an absolute necessity. ,” I had sinned 
against a righteous God, and God could not receive me 
with my sins, and Jesus Christ must stand in the gap. He 
must be made a curse for me, if I am to be made a blessing. 
He must die if I must live. His death was an absolute 
necessity. 
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Men are telling us to-day, that the Holy Spirit is not a 
person, but simply an emanation from the Father and the 
Son. I read what Jesus Christ said: “ He, when the Spirit 
of truth shall come, will convict the world of sin.” When 
Jesus isspeaking of the Spirit, He uses the personal pronoun 
and brings before us in the most emphatic manner that the 
Holy Spirit is as much a person as He Himself. 

Don’t you find that to-day there is departure from the 
truth ? What is spiritualism or more correctly demonology? 
Simply demons personifying the departed, and deluding 
the people, so that they believe they have communication 
with the departed. The devil gets people into his hands 
when they listen to these abominable delusions. 

Another sign of the times has reference to the professing 
Church of God. What do you find to-day? That Chris- 
tians are adopting worldly means for carrying on the Lord’s 
work, The early Christians got on their knees when they 
wanted anything from God, and they proved the reality of 
God's promises and presence. What do we find to-day 
with reference to the Church? I speak of a church, of 
course, in its outward aspect, and not in its real aspect. 

Suppose Christians want money, what do they do? They 
must get up a Bazaar, and adopt all kinds of methods for 
making money. In Sunderland, only a few months ago, 
there was a Presbyterian minister, who actually recited an 
indecent piece, out of Shakespeare, that he might entertain 
the prople and get the money out of them. Those of you 
who are on the Lord’s side, do not, I pray, “go down to 
Egypt” for help. Stay yourselves upon the living God. 
Look up to Him. If we go and speak with God about our 
difficulties He will speak with us. Oh, keep to God’s book, 
and do not deny your Lord by these worldly methods, and 
thus put Him to an Dnem shame. 
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“HIM” or “IT.” 
By STEPHEN MERRITT. 


“Tt” is a thing. 

“Him” is a person. If we reccive “it” we almost 
invariably lose it. Ninety out of every hundred that 
receive “it” lose it, and it keeps them continually receiving 
and losing, and this makes the life very unsatisfactory to 
the gainers and losers, and to almost everybody else. The 
thing is not able to do the work of the person, because it was 
never intended to, nor so designed. About losing the thing, 
John Fletcher, -so I read, lost it five times because he did 
not profess it, and anything that is lost so easily is not the 
adequate thing for these times and His purposes. In fact 
it is so loseable that we do not know exactly when we have 
it and when we have it not; so we find it so necessary to 
go forward every good opportunity, and seek it again with 
strong cries and tears, and this must be done to hold our 
own, and to remain in and retain "it.” In fact this becomes 
our business to keep “it” and see that we lose it not. Our 
sanctification is such a valuable thing that we must watch 
and guard and keep it, so we have no time or room for 
any other work, and we become religiously selfish in our 
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endeavours to keep it. ‘To keep “it” we must talk, preach, 
and write it. We must correctly pronounce our Shibboleth, 
we must associate only with those who profess it, and 
denounce those who place any one in place of it. I speak 
in love. I have no controversy ; I bear no ill-feeling. I 
tried the “IT” life for many, many hard and weary and un- | 
satisfactory years. I received “it.” Plainly, clearly, satis- 
factorily received it. It was what I sought, and according 
tomy faith it was done. As I received so I walked: as I 
was taught so I did. I prayed; no Romanist could have 
been more punctilious in doing duty than I. No monk 
ever counted his beads, and muttered his Hail Marys, his 
Paternosters, more zealously than I prayed my secret and 
public prayers. Every meeting I had to rise and profess 
“it” or lose it; and I professed it and kept it. I prayed and 
I prayed aloud. Baal’s priests’ plan was mine. I shouted 
and made noise. I was happy and blest. In fastings I 
was faithful, for this was necessary to keep it; and years of 
Friday fastings were mine. Prayer and profession and fast- 
ing was not enough to keep it, for it was slippery and would 
slide, and I thought I would die. Works, good works, 
were brought into play, and I preached for nothing, and built 
churches, and fed the poor, and established and main- ; 
tained missions. I never read a novel, never caught a fish 
nor scared a bird, never shot an animal, nor saw a play, nor 
a dance, nora race, nor a game. I gave my money, and 
time, and talent freely to secure “it.” I did not laugh, I 
separated myself and ostracized and condemned others. 
I wore plain clothes and lived a plain life. I kept the rules, 
attended class, and band, and prayer, and preaching meet- 
ings continually. I went to camp-meetings and took 
hundreds, paying their way, so that they might receive “it.” 
I held continuous meetings for years on this line day and 
night in the churches of which I was pastor, and saw ; 
thousands receive it. In all things I was a Methodist, 
and a Pharisee, and verily believed I was doing God’s will, 
and thatin securing thé blessing of sanctification I had all 
there was for me: and to think of anything more or better 
was a delusion and a snare, and I had just better keep what 
Thad or I would lose it all. I must beware of fanaticism 
—for this was the bane and poison of it. It was a hard 

life that I had to live under the bondage of it. It did not 

measure up. The people that had received the blessing 

IT, lost IT by hundreds ; there was no real or general. 
strength imparted. I and they became clannish and would | 
only go to Holiness meetings and hear Holiness preachers. 
We became narrower and narrower until we crowded cach 
other out, and said mean things one of another. It was 
requisite, so I thought, to keep it. I wore out my voice, 
I broke down my health, and my strength, in my endeav- 
ours to keep and spread “it”; and my life was a failure and 
my efforts fruitless. In this time of dilemma, when my 
heart and flesh failed me, and I was on the point of aban- 
doning it as uncertain and unsatisfastory, a Person came to 
my rescue, I was alone ; none were near; none were in- 
terested. He quieted me, hushed my murmurings and 
complainings, whispered in love that “it” could not, but He 
could. He communed with me, and genaly suggested that 
Itake Him as Husband, and evermore call Him Ishi. 1 
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acquiesced, said Yes to Him, and that is all. No new 
blessing—a thousand would not meet the exigences of the 
case. Blessings are its own things. The Blesser came. 
He, Him, a Person, my Ishi, and my life altered. He 
abides. He satisfies; my doing is now done. He does it 
all. Irest and rejoice, the hardness of my life is all gone. 
His sweetness has come in. His gentleness has made me 
great, He and His are mine. I am His. Never to be 
separated. He never leaves me, He cannot, it is against 
the law, wedded forever. He loves me, and though I may 
do or miss doing, He does not repulse me, but caresses and 
loves me. He does not berate, He never condemns, but 
ever comforts, strengthens and blesses me. The “HIM” 
life is a thousand times better than an “ IT” life. I know. 
I have tried both. Beloved, receive ye HIM. 
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Questions and Answers, 


wee 
Question No. 198. 


J. J., New York,—‘ What is the character of the conviction spoken 
of in Juhn xvi. S-11? ‘He will convict the world of sin.’ Is it an 
evangelical conviction of sin awakened by the Holy Spirit to the 
reality of the Truth?” 


The word éAévyw (elencho) means to bring tn guilty; to 
put to shame by proving one to be wrong; to convict with a 
view to condemnation and judgment, but not necessarily to 
convince; fo bring in guilty without any confession or 
feeling of guilt by the guilty one. 

Hence the word “reprove” of the A.V. and the 
“convict” of the R.V. both fall short of the full and 
true meaning. E 

This will be seen by reference to John iii. 20: “ Every 
one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproved”: ze.n lest they 
should be so manifested and brought out that no such 
thing as palliating or excusing them is possible. So in 
John viii. 46 the Lord Jesus asks: “Which of you con- 
vinceth me of sin.” This of course is wrong, for who could 
put Him to shame by proving Him to be wrong? Who 
could bring him in guilty? 

The words do not refer to the church; but, as it is clearly 
stated, to “the world.” Of course we mean they do not 
refer to “the church of God,” for alas, ‘the church ” is 
now practically the world, and there is little to choose 
between a worldly church and a religious world. 

The Lord speaks of what the Holy Spirit would do when 
He shall have come. He would bring the world in 
guilty (1) “ concerning SIN, because they believe not on 
me.” ‘The world has various ideas as to sin, and its 
standards vary from time to time. One generation con- 
demns as sin that which a former generation did not. One 
part of the world punishes as sin that which another part 
legalises as not sin. Some speak as though intemperance 
were sin, others impurity, others gambling, &c. &c. 
But the Holy Ghost has come, and is here to testify that 
Sin consists in the rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ. That 
is sin, in spite of all human opinions to the contrary. A 
pure and temperate world would be a lost world and a ruined 
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world, a world of lost sinners, decause they believe not in Christ, 
Herein lies the world’s sin, and herein is its guilt made 
manifest. ‘ Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God” (Jas iv. 4). 

(2) He would bring the world in guilty ‘concerning 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, because I go to the Father.” 

The Lord Jesus came from God—and was God; the 
Holy Son of God. But the world would not have that 
Righteous One, though the world had never seen such 
before. ‘The world rejected Him and cast Him out. But 
Heaven received Him. He has gone to the Father, and 
the presence of the Holy Ghost is the witness to the 
absence of that Righteous One. His mission to the world 
is to bring it in guilty as to Righteousness, because it has 
cut down “the Righteous Branch” and cast out God’s 
“ Righteous Servant.” Yet the world dares to talk about 
“ Righteousness ” ! and prates about “national righteous. 
ness,” and seeks for righteous government, while all the 
time the very presence of the Holy Ghost is the witness 
that the world knows nothing whatever of righteousness 
with all its talking and all its boasting. No! until He 
comes again, and ‘a King shall reign in righteousness,” it 
is and will be and must be, as the word has gone forth: “I 
will overturn, overturn, overturn, until He come whose 
right it is, and I will give it Him.” This is how the Holy 
Ghost now brings the world in guilty concerning righteousness, 

3) He will bring the world in guilty ‘concerning 
JUDGMENT, because the Prince of this world is judged.” 
It is the perfect tense—‘' Aas been judged.” 

The Jord Jesus came to do a werk which should 
ultimately “ destroy the works of the Devil.” Judgment 
has been judged. Sentence has been passed, but it yet 
waits execution. A ‘judgment summons” has (as it were) 
been obtained, and “execution ” will soon be “put in” 
The world and its Prince have been judged, and all their 
principles, spirit and maxims. 

And yet the world dares to judge and talk about 
“ judgment,” while all the time itself lies under judgment. 

The Holy Ghost’s presence witnesses of this, and brings 
the world in guilty concerning judgment, because, while it 
taiks of judgment, it has been adjudged guilty, and only 
awaits the execution of the sentence which has been passed. 

This, therefore, is the testimony of the Holy Ghost w the 
world. It is Heaven’s reversal of the world’s treatment of 
Christ. It is the answer of tl righteous Father to what 
the world has done to His Son, and must not be interpreted 
of gospel convictions. 

How different is all this to the Spirit’s work with reference 
to the Church of God! In Rom. vii, and the other 
Church-Epistles, we are taught concerning His work of 
grace in bringing lost sinners to glory. He does not 
condemn them, but by His regenerating work really con- 
vinces of sin, and causes the sinner to condemn himself, 
which is a very different work from that set forth in 
John xvi. 


QUESTION 199. ° 
J-J, New York.—"* llow should we read Eph. jii 
Eph. iii. 15? 
“ All the building ''? 
Or 
S Every faniily 2? 
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“AN the Family °°? 
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‘Every building °°? 
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Is it arin each case, or alge? ‘Ts it one building and one 
family, or several buildings and several families, or 

Is more than one fanily meant, and yet but one building ? 

If the Greck is the same in each passage, dues anything else warrant 
variation in the translation of the twa passages? 


The Greck is the same in each passage, and by the 
Figure of Synecdoche, can be shown to mean “the whole 
building” and“ t the whole family. 4 
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STRENGTH OR DIVINE POWER. 


1, DivinE POWER ror FAITH - - - Rom. iv. 20. 
2 Divine POWER rok SERVICE - - Acts ix. 22. 
3. Divine Powrr ror Conquest -° - Eph. vi. 10. 
4. Divine POWER FOR ABILITY - - Phil. iv. 13. 
5. Divine POWER FOR QUALIFICATION - 1 Tim. i. 12. 
6. Divine POWER FOR ‘TESTIFYING - - 2 Tim. ii. 1. 
7. Divine Power ror ENDURANCE - Heb. xi. 34 
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i Signs of ffe Times. 
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JEWISH SIGNS. 
PROSPECTS OF A FALSE MESSIAH. 

Rabbi Gaster, of London, in giving an account of various men who 
have fram time to time arisen among the Jewish people since the time 
of Christ, and proclaimed themselves the Messiah, used these striking 
words: “The times are remarkably similar to that psychological 
moment which is fruitful for the advent of Messiahs, and it is not 
impossible, therefore, that a man may arise in our times, who, with 
changed circunistances, and adapting himself to the necessities and 
peculiarities of our time, may put forward simila¥ claims to those of 


feats gone by." 
THE SPREAD OF ZIONISM. 
The Free Church of Scotland Monthly says: 


“that the Zionists had a year ago 42 associations in Austria-ITungary, 
now they have 250; 23 in Russia, now 373; 27 in Roumania, now 
127; 14 in Britain, now 26; to in America, now 60, and including 26 
groups in New York and 8 in Chicago. Vormerly there were no 
associations in Germany, now there are 25; none in France, now 
there are 3; none in Italy, now there are 12; none in Switzerland, 
now there are 6. Belgium, Denmark, Greece, Servia, Bulgaria, 
Turkey, Egypt, and Transvaal are represented also. 


CONCESSIONS FOR RAILWAYS IN PALESTINE 
The Beard of Trade Journal says 


‘A despatch, dated 23rd December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul-General at Beyrout, reporting that, 
according to information received from Haifa, the concession for the 
Syria-Ottoman railway, from Acre and Haifa to Damascus, has been 
re-secured by the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuilding Company, 
Limited, and the caution money has been deposited in the London 
branch of the Ottoman Bank. Formal permission has been received 
by the representatives of the company on the spot from the government 
of Acre to commence operations. 
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‘RELIGIOUS SIGNS. 
“PAST FEELING.” 

Isracl’s decline and apostacy are accounted for from the 
facts given in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13. The King Zedekiah would 
not humble himself before Jeremiah, who spoke to him 
from the mouth of the Lord. ‘lhe priests followed in the 
steps of the King. “They mocked the messengers of 
God, and despised His words . . . until the wrath of the 
Lord arose against His people, 4/7 there was no remedy.” 

When Jeremiah was shut up, Baruch was commissioned 
to carry to the king “athe words of the Lord which He 
had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book.” 
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When the King heard of this, Jehudi was sent to fetch 
the roll, “and Jehudi read it in the ears of all the princes 
which stood beside the king. Now the King sat in the 
winter house . . . And it came to pass that when Jehudi 
had read three or four leaves he (the king) cut it witha 
penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, 
until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the 
hearth. Yet they were not afraid.” 

Modern criticism now cuts it up with the pen. Jeremiah 
had received this assurance from the Lord: ‘I will make 
my wordsin thy mouth fire.” The King must have felt the 
truth of these words, but he hardened under the process 
and cast /kem into the fire. 

Things are different in this day. The Bible is used as a 
cyclopedia to be drawn upon for many uses—a title for a 
novel, for a play, for a picture, or to find a subject to dis- 
play musical talent. Very recently some picture on 
exhibition was advertized in large letters, ‘‘ Behold I show 
you a mystery,” and Satan’s effort seems to be to familiarize 
the mind with solemn passages, in this way to compass his 
aim and make familiarity breed contempt. 

The following is taken from a weekly journal :— 

“A clergyman in Philadelphia, who was crowded out of the Baptist 
denomination, hired a theatre, and held Sunday services with unique 
spectacular effects. The stage was set to represent the River Jordan, 
and the rite of Baptism was administered in a tank. He was rein- 
forced by a choir of 150 trained voices.” . 

How many preachers, in their eagerness to collect large 
audiences, have contributed to this spirit that is abroad— 
something must be done to produce a sensation, or to “f: 
the place.” This is the latest which comes from New 
York :— 

“UP-TO-DATE RELIGION. 
“PHONOGRAPH TO SHOUT EXHORTATIONS TO SINNERS. 

“Mr. D. L. Anderson, millionaire evangelist, of Philadelphia, 
begins a series of revival meetings next week in several cities. 

“ The leading feature will be a large phonograph, manipulated by an 
assistant, which during the services will quote words of famous 
preachers, shout eahortations to sinners, and sing hymns. 

“The innovation is causing much comment, but Mr. Anderson 
upholds it, and says that unless religion is up-to-date it cannot attract 
the masses.” 

But, judging from a sermon preached by the Rev. J. E. 
Greenhough, which is printed in a localized Baptist mag- 
azine, there will not be many sinners to “phonograph” to 
shortly. Here is his sermon reduced to the shortest limits 
that space will allow :— 

The new century is going to bring developments to work like a 
transformation scene. Millions will soon be able to speak English 
and read the English Bible, and more millions will be under Anglo- 
Saxon tule, Then we are to note the greatness of the British Empire— 
a railway to be built through Africa, China's millions to come under 
our influence. This is followed by a rhapsody about the heauty of 
the Union Jack, as it displays the symbol of the cross. 

We must give the peroration in full :— 

“Think, moreover, how Christianity is spreading with a rapidity 
unexampled ; how Christian thoughts are taking hold on thrones and 
parliaments as never before ; how emperors are talking Gospel, and 
military czars issuing manifestos in favour of disarmament and peace.” 

This instance given below is quite as exciting as the 
phonograph. The character of the Rev. preacher's “ faith ” 
must be wrongly described, and has not the letter “r” 
slipped out in putting it into type? 

“SOULS SAVED BY UPPERCUTS. 

“ In the interests of Christianity and to raise money for his mission- 
ary work, the Rev. Cyrus Escomb, a travelling evangelist of the 
Dunkard faith, participated in three prize fights in Bellefourche, S.D., 
recently, of two, four, and seven rounds respectively. In each he was 
victorious, and with every victory he saved, or thinks he saved, a 
soul."—NMew York World. 

America affords an example of another development :— 

“RIGHTLY NAMED. 

“i The Church of the World’ is a new organization in a western 
city. Was there any need to organize a new one? We thought there 
were plenty of them already. Shall we after this look for ‘ the church 


of the flesh’ and ‘the church of the devil’--or ‘the synagogue of 
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Satan,’ as the Scripture phrases it? Well, perhaps it is as well to call 
things by their right names, instead of naming after apostles, martyrs, 
and saints. It is announced that in this church ‘there will be no 
prayers offered to the Deity, as in the opinion of the pastor, Dr. R., 
public prayer bas largely become a perfunctory performance, addressed 
to the congregation more than to God.’ If all the church-going 
worldlings join that Church it will be a big one.""—TZhe Christian 
(American). 


And so the whirl goes on, and the apostacy works its 
havoc, and preachers hold forth upon every subject but the 
one that should be uppermost. The command is, 

“ PREACH THE WORD.” 

The Daily News, of April 16th, gives an “up to date” 
sermon of Canon Gore, embracing a variety of subjects— 
‘‘ Armenian suffering, illicit commissions in trade, dwell- 
ings of the poor, increased consumption of alcohol, lead 
poisoning, strife in the Established Church.” 

The words of Mr. J. R. Lowell are worth recording :— 

“So it has come to pass that the preacher, instead of being a living 


force, has faded into an emblematic figure at christenings, weddings, 
and funerals.” 


We would add something more: Filling up the inter- 
mediate spaces in his existence in dealing out stale plati- 
tudes about getting to heaven, or delivering some vapid, insipid 
speech on sanitary, social, or political themes. Such are 

HOF THE EARTH, EARTHY,” 
and unable to take up (because unable to take in) Divine 
Truth. The words of the Lord Jesus describes such: 
“ He that ts of the earth is earthy, and speaketh of the earth” 
(John iii. 31). The pulpit is degraded to uses and themes 
which may be quite as well handled by some of the 
tub-orators in the parks. 

The Holy Spirit in Ezekiel’s day had to contend with 
the same sort. ‘Neither have ye bound up that which 
was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was 
driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost 
(Exek xxxiv. 4). 

This is true to-day. The time is taken up with present- 
ing a chatoic medley of German mysticism, American 
science, newspaper scraps, and magazine articles. 

No wonder there is a revolt from this religious buffoonery 
which makes many of unsettled minds seek consolation 
in religious pretenders, who claim authority to pardon sin, 
as the one here given, so justly held up to scorn by Zhe 
Daily Neus. 

“ Whenever a poor penitent comes to me and confesses his sin, I 
believe when I absolve him he rises as pure and white as snow, as if 
our Lord had pronounced the absolution. Come, then, to God's 
appointed priest and receive this absolution, and you do not know 
what a tender tie will spring up between you and Him—a tie more 
tender than between husband and wife evengor any other relationship.’ 


SPIRITIST SIGNS. 
“THEY PROPHESY A LIE UNTO YOU” 


(Jer. xxvii. 10). 

The Editor of Light had better confine himself to his 
“ communications,” “rappings,” “ sensitives,” etc.; when he 
attempts something in the way of exposition of the Word 
of God, then he displays his ignorance in this sphere. 
Perhaps he will take an analysis of this text: ‘‘ The heart 
of fools proclaimeth foolishness” (Prov. xii. 13), and show 
us where Cowper was wrong inthe following line: “ He that 
hates truth shall be the dupe of lies.” 

A striking testimony to this is one of themselves :— 

“Tt strikes me that, in our present ¢gvorance of the invisible world and 
its inhabitants, for any set of men to appoint themselves, or get their 
friends to elect them, spiritualistic judges in Israel is sheer impertin- 
ence, .. - i 

‘*, .. After all it isa matter of very minor importance, that silly 
people should be insured against humbug. . . . There are silly people 
to be found in every movement ; and since it is the nature of silly peo- 
ple to be humbugged, and to humbug each other, and themselves, they 
are necessarily a source of weakness and of scandal for whatever cause 
they honour with their patronage. The evil is “inevitable and 
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irremediable, and the wisest thing to do is to put up with it philoso- 
phically © (Lrear, Feb. 4, 1599, pp. 51). 

All this effusion arises from the fact that some mediums 
had been found out playing tricks. The Editor goes on 
to give us one of his sermonettes, which contains the 

“DOCTRINES OF DEMONS.” 
“SPEAKING LIBS IN HYPOCRISY.” 

“ Doctrine is, at best, only like grammar in relation to thought; 
the sacrifice of Christ is but the type of our own surrender to the 
Father. This is the ideal; and towards it, willing or unwilling, 
choosing or rebelling, we are all moving. Let those who are willing 
and who hasten, deal tenderly with tbose who hesitate ; and let those 
who hesitate hope for the best and wish well to the explorers who may 
be God's strong ones sent on before to prepare the way.” 

“ BROTHERISM.” 

‘The following extracts will show that there is no “ great 
gulf” between the “ doctrines of demons” and the teachings 
of the modern gospel of humanity which is preached from 
hundieds of pulpits, and pervades much of the so-called 
“Christian” Literature of the present day. The essence 
of this new gospel is that it puts “ good-will ” towards men 
everywhere, and “ glory to God” quite in the background. 
It is nothing to such teachers that in the Scripture this order 
is reversed ! (See Luke ii. 14). 

“Some people are apparently afraid of the study of sociology and 
the term ‘socialism.’ Jet us call it brotherism. Christ expressed it 
as ‘Love thy neighbour as thyself.’ Iluman kind are awakening to 
their own relationship. Because we are brothers and sons of God, we 
feel stirring within us the Cod-purpose and potency—the sclf-assertive 
morality.” .. 


THE NIAGARA OF RELIGION. 


“The universal fatherhood of God, man's sonship and man's 
brotherhood, are not fictions (!) but the deepest intuitions of man's 
soul. All these ideas will continue to expand and grow until they 
reach their full measure, as surely as the waters of the flowing streams 
fill the sea or the last atoin of matter is caught in that stupendous 
force which keeps our whirling sphere and the distant circling stars in 
eternal adjustment ; and this, not because of tolerance or intolerance, 
but because it is the law of the life of God fulfilling itself in the 
growing life of man.” 

For once we are in agreement. It isto this “ideal” that 
“we are all moving,” ‘‘self-assertive morality,” which pleases 
the flesh, and fully accounts for the marvellous sale of books 
setting forth these doctrines, the outcome of which is 
embodied in Sheldonism and Tolstoyism, and will find its 
full expression under Antichrjst. 
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NOTICES. 


We thank our many readers for their kind support during 
another year which closes with this, our Vifth Volume. 

We thunk many of these for their kind letters of 
sympathetic fellowship in the precious truths we seck to 
make known. 

We thank others also for substantial help which has 
relieved us of all anxiety, and been like oil to our wheels; 
enabling us to go forward without anxiety and making our 
labours a pleasure. 

One request, however, we have to make, not merely in 
fur own interest, but in the interest of the Lord’s people 
who sadly need help and food. May we urge all our 
readers to gain another subscriber for our new year, which 
cominences with our July Number, not forgetting, to at 
once, renew their own subscription, 
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We are glad to announce that 

Mr. ALrRED HOLNEss, 
14 PATERNOSTER Row, E.C. 
has arranged to become our Publisher, and we trust this 
will greatly add to the extension of Thzngs to Come and 
enlarge its sphere of usefulness. 

Those who wish to do so will continue to transact their 
business through Mr. GEORGE STONEMAN, 39 Warwick 
Lane, E.C., and remit to him forthe renewal of their sub- 
scriptions. 

Vol. V. is now ready, with Index, complete. 
Shillings. 

Our new volume commencing July, will be printed on 
superior paper, though keeping within the limits of book- 
post rates. 

May we suggest two pleasant and casy ways of helping us 
in our work. l 

(1.) Vol. V. might be used when making presents. One 
friend gives a copy to all the Sunday School Teachers in 
his parish. Others might copy his example ; or use them as 
Christmas presents and New Year gifts. We shall be pre- 
pared to meet a large demand in response to this appeal. 

(2.) We have a quantity of back numbers which we shall 
be glad to send frec, if our friends will pay the carriage. 

These might be distributed privately ainongst individuals ; 
and in larger quantities at public gatherings of Christians 
likely to be interested in our teaching. a 

If these two plans were taken up and entered into with 
any spirit, we might look for a distinct advance in this 
coming year. 


Price Two 


REVIEWS. 

The Fulness of God, and Other Addresses. By Marcus 
Rainsford, B.A. S. W. Partridge & Co., price 3s. 6d. A 
book that can be safely commended. The dialogues that 
Mr. Rainsford had with Major Whittle and Mr. Moody at 
the close of gospel meetings are calculated to be very 
helpful to many. Itis rich in good things, the unfoldings 
of the riches of God's grace through Christ Jesus. Not 
bringing Him again into the world of Sin with the specious 
enquiry, ‘What would Jesus do?’ but bringing out the 
important truth that our fellowship is zow with Him in His 
exaltation, and shows that this must be the true spring of 
action for all service for Him while here and until He 
comes. We give one extract which verifies this point, 
“Depend upon it, when the Holy Spirit gives the desire to 
be with Christ, He puts the hands, feet, and tongue all in 
motion to work for Him žere.” We most heartily recom- 
mend it. 

Scripture Studies and Bible Readings. By William G. 
Carr, Brooklyn, N.Y. Sold only Ly tho author, Nuggets 
of Truth from the Epistles. By the same author. Hodder 
& Stoughton. If preachers and Bible-class readers would 
secure these two books they would find them exceedingly 
helpful. lull of suggestive thought by a line or two on a 
verse, for the purpose of creating an increased interest in 
God's work and stimulate to further study. These are 
books that will be found conducive to the aim the writer 
hopes from them, that God may be glorified and “the ob- 
ject of thcir preparation attained.” We can supply copies 
of this half-crown book for eighteen-pence. Apply to Editor. 
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